“FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN” (John 14:1-6)
The concept of heaven is spoken all around the world. We live in a cursed world of decay,
corruption, disharmony, and unhappiness because of the presence and consequences of sin. All of
creation is presently groaning under the effects of the curse, “For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.” (Rom. 8:22) So many people are desperately seeking
a place of escape from the temptation, sins, suffering, and decay of the world around us. Humanity
has a “God-shaped vacuum” inside the human heart but also a “heaven-shaped vacuum.” We
know deep down we were made for somewhere else.

The people of God have particularly been longing for heaven since the Fall of mankind. They
regarded themselves as stranger and pilgrims here who “desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.” (Heb. 11:16b) The
saints of God long to be free from this curse, “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the
manifestation of the sons of God......Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.” (Rom. 8:19, 21) The Apostle encourages the saints of
God that life may be hard but it will all end well for the child of God, “For I reckon that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”
In our materialistic world, many believers have lost the desire for heaven. They are enjoying
life too much on earth. The heresy of the prosperity gospel has seduced many to think that heaven
is not much of an upgrade from earth. But this deep-rooted desire for the glory of heaven is
integral to being a successful Christian. Heavenly-minded people do the most earthly good. John
MacArthur explains,
“A heavenly perspective is vital, since everything connected to believers’ spiritual life and
destiny is there. Their Father is there, as are their Savior and their Comforter. The myriads
of their fellow believers who have successfully run their earthly races are there (Heb.
12:23). Believers’ names are recorded in heaven (3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; Phil. 4:3),
they are citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20), their inheritance is there (1 Pet. 1:4), and their
reward (Matt. 5:12) and treasure (Matt. 19:21) are there. In short, everything of lasting
importance to believers is in heaven; it is their home, and they are strangers, exiles, and
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pilgrims on earth (1 Chron. 29:15; Ps. 119:19; Heb. 11:13–16; 1 Pet. 2:11). Even death, the
final enemy (1 Cor. 15:26), merely ushers believers into the presence of God.”
Despite the fact that so many want to go to heaven, there is much confusion about where it is and
what it is. Even many professing Christians are sure they are going there but that is about it. The
Bible has much to say about heaven. It is our only authoritative source of information about
heaven. The word “heaven” occurs over 250 times in the New Testament alone. The Bible is
rich with beautiful and detailed descriptions of heaven. We should take time to study it carefully.
After all we are going there after we die. One writer observed that belief in heaven is “not a form
of escapism or wishful thinking, but one of the things a Christian is meant to do.” We are told that
Abraham thought much about it, “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker
is God.” (Hebrews 11:10) Indeed, all the patriarchs lived on earth with their eyes on God, “But now
they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city.” (Hebrews 11:13)

HEAVEN IS A REAL PLACE
The Bible does not give the exact location of heaven in this universe in terms of longitude and
latitude. But it does make clear that it is not a state of mind or an imaginary place. It is a
geographical location. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only person who actually lived in Heaven and
came to earth to tell us what Heaven is like. He declared, “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). The Greek word mone is
translated “mansions.” This word refers to the domicile or residence of a person. Jesus was basically
saying, “In My Father’s house, there is a place designed just for you.” Indeed, the fact that Jesus
Christ revealed that He was going to heaven “to prepare a place for you” indicates it is a real tangible
place. For you do not have to prepare a state of mind! Twice in three verses Jesus calls heaven a
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place. The Psalmist certainly looked forward to going to dwell in heaven, “Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.” (Psa. 23:6)
The Bible sometimes compares heaven to a place of many mansions (John 14:2) and
sometimes to a country (Hebrews 11:16) and sometimes to an enormous city teeming with people
(Revelation 21-22; Hebrews 11:13). It is a place where people actually move around and live and
function. Physical beings have travelled to and from heaven, including Moses, Elijah, angels
(Matthew 28:2) and the Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, the Lord Jesus promises to return physically
from heaven to earth in His Second Coming. So, just like Singapore or London are real physical
cities so heaven is a real physical city in a real location, designed by God with people in mind, “For
here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” (Hebrews 13:14) John tells us in the Book of
Revelation that the city in heaven has twelve foundations, twelve gates, rivers, trees, and even
streets of gold so pure that it is transparent. Heaven may excite our imagination, it is not an
imaginary place.
Heaven is also described in terms of a direction – upwards. Elijah went upwards to heaven
from earth, “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire,
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” (2 Kings
2:11)

said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1:9-11)
Indeed, when the Lord Jesus returns He will descend down from heaven, “For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God.” (1 Thess. 4:16)
Heaven is a real place and is upwards from this earth. It is clearly beyond space and the
billions of galaxies of stars. So heaven is far away from earth. It is beyond the reach of man’s
satellites and telescopes. However, despite the great distance from this real place to earth, the Bible
says the distance can be covered in a very fast time. When Jesus spoke to the dying thief, He
promised him, “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.”
(Luke 23:43) The Apostle Paul reveals that the Lord will come “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”
(1 Cor. 15:52) That phrase refers to the little change of light that occurs when you blink. It is one
of the fastest speeds known to our human experience, and that is how fast the change will take
place to some. The word “twinkling” is the Greek word from which we derive the English word
“atom.” For the Greek, the smallest possible particle which could not be divided up or cut up was
the atom. In other words, when Jesus comes, He is coming suddenly! He will move between
heaven and earth in a moment. It will not be a long journey.
HEAVEN IS A SAFE PLACE
Heaven is not just a real place but it also is a safe and permanent place, “To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4) Paul assured the
Thessalonican believers as they went through great persecution and difficulties that in heaven, “so
shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thess.4:17) The gates are heaven are never closed because there is
no fear of any enemy entering to harm its inhabitants,
And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in
no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.
(Rev 21:25-27)

Stephen, when he was about to die, saw the Son of Man standing to welcome the first martyred
servant as he, “looked up steadfastly into heaven.” (Acts 7:55 ) When God contemplates His creatures,
He looks down, “God looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did
understand, that did seek God.” (Psalm 53:2) The Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven to earth
in His incarnation, “And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son
of man which is in heaven.” (John 3:13) The Lord Jesus Christ left earth and went up to heaven from
the Mount of Olives,
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also
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One of the reasons that heaven is an eternally safe place is that all types of unrepentant sinners
such as liars, murderers, fornicators etc. are all banned from heaven forever, “For without are dogs,
and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” (Rev.
22:15)
Heaven is safe from sin and death, “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” (Rev. 21:4) No pandemics, diseases or accidents ever hit heaven. We simply cannot
imagine a world without tears. Today we live with heartbreak and sadness on every side. But soon
all suffering and death will be gone forever. Our greatest enemy will trouble us no more.
Heaven is also a safe place for our investments. The Lord Jesus Christ warned that earth’s
riches are fragile, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal” (Matt. 6:19). Earthly treasure is corruptible as all material things age
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and decay. The homes and cars we treasure will soon look dated and the prestigious job we are so
proud off we will someday have to retire from. Earthly treasure is also insecure as we can lose it
all from without in the twinkling of an eye by a recession, a theft, accident, illness, and ultimately
by death. But Jesus also informed that heaven is the safest place for investments, “But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor
steal.” (Matthew 6:19-20). No thief will break into the bank of heaven – it is the only bank that is
fully insured! No recession or competitor can affect the value of these certified dividends! No rust
will corrupt our investments there!

of others that they thought death was better. Some have wanted to die in the crisis of some
kind of suffering. Paul’s desire to depart had nothing in common with these attitudes
among men. Paul probably had many motivations to depart. Going to heaven meant he
would finally be done with sin and temptation. Going to heaven meant that he would see
those brothers and sisters who had gone to heaven before him. Most of all, going to heaven
meant being with Christ in a closer and better way than ever before.”
The blessing of heaven will be more than simply the absence of death; it will be in the quality of
life. Heaven is a place of eternal blessing, reward, and bliss, infinitely better than the best earth can
offer us. If there is one word that sums up heaven it is the word JOY. Heaven is a place where joy
increases eternally. The Lord Jesus Christ told us of this joy,
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance. (Luke
15:7)
His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord. (Matt. 25:23)

HEAVEN IS A BLESSED PLACE
Everything is perfect in heaven and everything is free. For it is a place where God has His way
completely. God’s heaven will be a happy home because there will be nothing in it to hinder
happiness. Heaven is a perfect place for people made perfect. The saints of all the ages are gathered
there in perfect fellowship without a tinge of jealousy, insecurity, misunderstanding or rivalry. This
is the gathering of “the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God
the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.” (Hebrews 12:23) It is a place where the Christian
does not want to sin, and he does not want to want to sin! Alec Motyer says, “Death will have no
more power and sin will have no more presence.”
We will experience in heaven the life we could never find on the earth. In the story of the
rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16 we are told that Lazarus when he went to heaven is now eternally
“comforted.” The Apostle Paul spoke much about heaven. He longed to be there, “For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.” (Philp. 1:23; cf. 2 Cor. 5:8)
This expression “far better” in the Greek is literally “much more better” or “very far better.” This
double comparative in Greek, expressing the highest superlative as the Apostle Paul lets us know
how much better than earth it is. Although Paul was willing to stay on earth to reach more souls
for Christ, his deepest desire was to go home to a place of eternal rest free from suffering, sin and
temptation. Every spiritual Christian, is continually pulled in two directions – to serve God here
but to go home to heaven. This expression “having a desire to depart” is in the present continuous
tense indicating that this was Paul’s continual mindset. Guzik explains,
“Other men have also wanted to die. Some men have wished to die, gripped by the gloom
and darkness that leads to suicide. Some have been so tired of this world and the cruelty
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CONCLUSION
Down the centuries, God’s people have spilled seas of tears. In heaven all the tears are over. There
is nothing to weep over. One writer put it well, “No more tears, no more sighing, no more crying,
no more dying! Heaven is the presence of all that is good and the absence of all that is bad. For
heaven is all that the almighty mind of God can conceive and all that the almighty hand of God
can create.” Paul told the Corinthians that it is truly impossible for us to conceive just how great
heaven will be, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” (1 Cor. 2:9) No wonder Jesus called heaven
“paradise” (Luke 23:43).
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We know very little about heaven, but what we do know is that the Lord will be the glory
there. The Puritan, Richard Baxter expresses the thought in these profound lines:

My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim,
But it's enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with him.
It will certainly be worth it all when we see Jesus. There is overflowing joy in heaven because of
that reality, “in Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” (Psa. 16:11)
Every moment of every day it will be IMMANUEL – God with us.
The future that the Bible revealed for this world has some awesome and terrifying
elements. Antichrist and the False Prophet will control much of this earth. God’s people will suffer
many things for the Gospel sake. It is easy to lose focus that the King is Coming to make all things
right. His grace saved us, and keeps us, and will ensure that all ends well. We must never lose heart.
The anchor of grace holds in the storms of life. Time shall soon be no more. There may be many
things that trouble us today and tomorrow. Life on earth is not heaven. We are not home yet. But
one day we will be. The grave is not the end for the Christian. Death holds a glorious hope–the
hope of Heaven. Death to the Christian is simply “going home.” None of the things that hinder
and hurt us will be present there. Then we will truly be lost in wonder, love, and praise there. The
more you look forward to heaven, the less you’ll desire on earth. Are you homesick for your home
in heaven?

“O think to step on shore,
And that shore Heaven;
To take hold of a hand,
And that GOD'S hand!
To breathe a new air!
And find it celestial air!
To feel invigorated,
And to know it Immortality!
O think! to pass from the storm and the tempest,
To one unbroken calm;
To wake up,
And find it glory!”
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