MANAGING INVESTMENTS (1 Timothy 6:17-19)
The Bible is sufficient for the child of God to walk the Christian life here on earth (2 Tim.
3:16-17). The Westminster Confession of Faith is right to declare, “The whole counsel of
God concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life, is
either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture…” So although the Bible doesn’t speak about every aspect of
economic policy and private investments, it does provide us precepts and principles that
we can grasp and apply either directly or “by good and necessary consequence may be
deduced from Scripture.” We just have to work through the Bible in a careful way.
INVESTMENTS & THE BIBLE
Possession of material riches is usually a spiritual liability. Moses warned the first
generation of Jews to be landowners and businessmen that they must be careful not to
forget God in their sudden rise to wealth, “And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might
of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that
giveth thee power to get wealth…” (Deut. 8:17-18a) Jesus warned that the rich find it difficult
to trust God, “How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!” (Mark 10:23).

Rich people tend to think God an irrelevance because they can depend on their money to
buy their way through life. The first overreaching principle is that governs our thinking in
this area is that Christians should never place their hopes in wealth and investments, but
in God.
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all
things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready
to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a
good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal
life. (1 Tim. 6:17-19)
Paul warns that the rich must not be tempted to trust in material wealth, “Charge them that
are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God..”
It is all too easy when money can be used to buy so much that we assume it can buy
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everything! This can lead us to pride, self-confidence, and indifference to God. Paul
reminds us that we “be not highminded.” He tells Timothy to “charge” the rich to avoid this.
This word “charge” is a command. It is not some piece of personal advice by Paul but comes
with the authority of God.
One of the reasons the apostle gives not to trust in riches is that these things are
temporal, “uncertain riches.” The wealth that we accumulate can be lost all too quickly
through economic downturn, bad investments, job loss, rampant inflation, health failure,
theft etc. You can be rich today and broke tomorrow! Ultimately, all material wealth will
be lost in death, and when God destroys this planet. Paul tells us not to trust in any material
security in this planet “but in the living God.” There is no real security in anything else. Only
God knows what a day will bring forth in our lives. The Psalmist warns not to be seduced
into becoming complacent as we get richer, “if riches increase, set not your heart upon them.”
(Psalm 62:10b)
PLANNING & INVESTMENTS
The Bible repeatedly emphasises that we must take time to think carefully before using our
resources, “Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine
house.” (Proverbs 24:27; cf. Luke 14:28-30) In other words, we must think and plan before
you start spending large amounts of money on things. We must think long-term for the
needs of projects. Solomon was a great investor. He makes clear that impulsive and
unthinking investments is foolish, “he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.” (Prov. 14:29b)

Solomon taught that a wise person prudently weighs up risk, thinks carefully about his
investments, and prepares his budgets,
Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is
established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious
and pleasant riches. A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in
multitude of counsellors there is safety. (Proverbs 24:3-6)
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We must seek the counsel of others, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that
hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.” (Proverbs 12:15) This is the counsel of a plurality of wise and
godly individuals, “Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellors they
are established.” (Prov. 15:22) If we refuse to listen to God speaking directly through His
Word or through others, we may find ourselves in trouble, “Poverty and shame shall be to him
that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.” (Prov. 13:18)
WORK & INVESTMENTS
The Bible repeatedly commands the believer to work. Idle hands, as has been said, are the
devil’s tools. The Ephesian new converts were told to put aside their sinful ways of
accumulating wealth, like stealing, and work for a living to accumulate wealth to use, “Let
him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good,
that he may have to give to him that needeth.” (Eph. 4:28) A diligent, honest day’s work will often
result in an increase the wealth that we have, “He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread:
but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.” (Prov. 28:19)
The Lord Jesus often taught through parables. Many times He spoke of returns on
investments. He implied that a return on investments was a mark of a good steward or
manager in the Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen (Matthew 21:33-46; cf. Mark 12:1-12; Luke
20:9-19). For instance, Jesus taught that the Owner of the Vineyard (i.e. God the Father)
was legitimate in seeking the return from the labour of the husbandmen or workers. Jesus
also advocated letting money be invested to grow the wealth in another parable. For the
unfaithful and lazy servant was rebuked, “Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.” (Matt. 25:27)
In our work we must take care to watch over our investments. It is interesting to
note that Joseph went personally to observe the storing and selling of the King’s grain.
Joseph proved it was possible to be a successful manager of resources, as well as a godly
Christian. His faith permeated every avenue of his life. One of the greatest tests of a
believer’s character is his work life. Joseph had a Romans 12:11 life, “Not slothful in business;
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” Solomon warns of the danger of neglect, “Be thou diligent to
know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown
endure to every generation?” (Prov. 27: 23-24)
SAVINGS & INVESTMENTS
The Bible encourages us to be diligent and prudent. “There is treasure to be desired and oil in
the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up.” (Prov. 21:20) The fool uses every
resource up. The ant is used as an object lesson of wisdom because it saves up for the
challenging winter season,
There be four things which are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding
wise: The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the
summer; (Prov. 30:24-25)
The man who saves for the future needs of his children and grandchildren is commended,
“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children.” (Prov. 13:22)

3

The discipline of saving is rarely practiced today. People dislike it because we are a
consumer driven society and saving requires us not to consume! We have to swim against
the prevailing tide to not purchase the latest gadget or trinket that the advertisement world
tells us we need now. Such discipline of saving requires the sacrifice of deferred
gratification.

We are rewarded for deferred gratification by being able to use that saving to your benefit
later. For there are always surprises. Always emergencies. Trouble can hit unexpectedly,
“Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away
as an eagle toward heaven.” (Prov. 23:5) Joseph was a very wise man because he used the good
years to save up for the bad years (cf. Genesis 41:34-36) Hence, we should avoid
extravagance and self-gratification in our lives, “He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he
that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.” (Prov. 21:17) You don’t need a million dollar lifestyle
just because you have a million dollars! If you’re pouring all your wealth into this
world, that’s a commentary on where your heart really is. Solomon gave great advice about
this but tragically he didn’t follow his own advice. It resulted in huge economic pain on his
nation and left a legacy of bitterness. Few mourned the passing of Solomon.
Unfortunately, the devil is able to get us at both ends of the spectrum. It is vital to
keep the right balance and perspective on life. We must be aware that we can’t take any of
our wealth with us, “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing
out.” (1 Tim. 6:7) In following the discipline of saving for our future we can over save
become miserly, self-centred, and self-confident, “The rich man’s wealth is his strong city, and
as an high wall in his own conceit.” (Prov. 18:11) For in continually hoarding wealth we reject
God’s purpose in giving us wealth to enjoy it with the right attitude. Many people, including
professing Christians, get very little joy out of the wealth that providence has given them.
That is a tragedy. God declared that He gave us “richly all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17b)
When the three Angelic visitors came to Abraham’s house in Genesis 18, he warmly
welcomed them and spared no expense to entertain them. His focus was on their needs
rather than his own.
ETHICS & INVESTMENTS
There is some wealth that the Christian must avoid seeking such as business ventures
relating to sin like pornography, abortion, alcohol, gambling etc. Not every dollar is worth
having in our wallets or on our conscience! Wasting our God-given resources on
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investments that bring the Lord no glory should never interest a child of God. Solomon
warns, “Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right” (Prov. 16:8).
Our investments should also not be grown by sinful means like Ponzi schemes or
taking advantage of the weaknesses of others. Gain obtained through exploitation of other
people is wrong (James 5:1-4). The Bible warns that God will deal with those who do so,
“He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to
want.” (Prov. 20:16) The believer is called to “love thy neighbour as thyself” (Mark 12:31; cf.
Eph. 4:28; Philp. 2:4) and to give rather than take from others (cf. Acts 20:35). In particular
we are forbidden from stealing from others (cf. Exod. 20:15). This can take the form of
outright fraud, not paying on time, overcharging interest, misrepresentation, selling them
inferior product (cf. Amos 8:5; Hosea 12:7). Every believer is responsible for his time,
talent, and treasure. We are also called to “Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22).

One of the ways we can use our wealth is to help other Christian businesses,
investments and individuals. This can take the form of many things from sponsorship,
patronage, doing deals, providing employment etc. The Apostle Paul instructed the
Galatian Christians to do just that, “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” (Gal. 6:10) A little kindness can make a big
difference.

Do a deed of simple kindness,
Though its end you may not see;
It may reach, like widening ripples
Down a long eternity. —Anon.

RISK & INVESTMENTS
Life is an adventure of faith, where we have to invest today in that which will pay dividends
tomorrow. We must approach all investments with a proper humility, “There are many devices
in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand.” (Proverbs 19:21) If a
merchant or farmer waited until all risk was eliminated before beginning to invest, he never
would get anything completed. Solomon himself was heavily involved in all different kinds
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of international trade and local agricultural industries (cf. 1 Kings 9:26-27; 10:14-15) These
were long-term investments that took months and, even years, to return a profit. Disasters
and losses are an inevitable part of such a life. It took faith and patience to be involved in
such activities.
Solomon sets forth the principle of taking a step of faith, “Cast thy bread upon the
waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest
not what evil shall be upon the earth.” Apparently the Jews used the expression, “Cast thy bread
upon the waters” for a proverb for an act that had the appearance of wasteful expenditure.
The risk taker investor was criticised for acting like a man who throws good bread away in
the water. However, you must speculate to accumulate in life. Nothing is guaranteed. Life
has a certain amount of risk to it. Humans and businesses operate in a fundamentally
uncertain world. We are compelled to make choices every day which are impacted by
factors known and unknown.

Rather than be paralysed with doubts and fears, Solomon is exhorting his readers that they
must seize the opportunities that providence puts in our way, “Cast thy bread upon the waters.”
Just as a merchant trader invests in his shipping business knowing that it might be “after
many days” before his investment returns a profit so we must have the same patience.
Solomon points out there are many factors that will follow the pattern set by providence,
“If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the south, or
toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.” (Ecc. 11:3) We must use our
sanctified common sense when we plan and start on a venture. If it looks inevitable that
rain is highly likely by the dark clouds overhead, then bring an umbrella out with you.
Likewise when you see a large tree falling towards a clear direction, don’t expect it to end
up in the opposite direction when it lands.
If you are a control freak and demand to know everything, then you will be
miserable and be paralysed by inertia, “He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that
regardeth the clouds shall not reap.” This is not a plea for recklessness or to ignore any prudent
due diligence before investing. Common sense is not to be abandoned. But we should not
go the other extreme and await perfect conditions before beginning on a venture. We need
to accept by faith that God isn’t going to reveal to us a complete blueprint for our lives.
The Bible teaches it is right to mitigate and manage risk. We must not over-leverage
our investments with debt. For all debt becomes a burden. We become the slave to the
lender. The investor must not risk more than he or she can afford to lose, “There is a sore
evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. But those
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riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.” (Eccles. 5:13-14)
Solomon warns that if the investment scheme looks too good to be true then it probably
is, “Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.” (Prov.
13:11) Being overly ambitious to acquire wealth can bring all kinds of compromises into
our choices, “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.” (1 Tim. 6:9)
No matter how good they look on the projected spreadsheet, no investor has
infallible knowledge of what ventures will ultimately succeed. Therefore, it is also highly
risky to put your eggs in one basket! Solomon encourages us to diversify our investments,
“Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.”
Farmers should sow various kinds of seeds in different soils. As part of mitigating risk,
we must not over-expose ourselves to unnecessary risk making our resources liable to
someone else’s folly, “A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence
of his friend.” (Prov. 17: 18)
IS IT A SIN TO INVEST IN STOCKS AND SHARES?
Now, it is true that all our actions and plans in life are not guaranteed to succeed. All of
life is fragile, as the Bible makes clear our life is like a vapour that comes and goes. But the
fragility of our lives is only from our perspective as God knows and controls our futures.

We can invest in studies, savings, real estate, shares etc. based on sound logical reason of
potential future circumstances while trusting in God’s absolute sovereignty as to the future.
John MacArthur explains why this is different from gambling,
“People say, “Well is putting money in the stock market gambling?” No, because
what you’re doing is investing and if you do it well and wisely you’re going to look
at a company and all you’re doing is taking a part ownership in a company, a
company that is large enough to have gone public, successful enough to produce
at a level to produce that kind of income that it could go public and you’re saying,
“I think it’s a wise use of my money to invest in that company.” It may go up, it
may not, but that’s the way life goes. That can happen at any point in time.”
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Hence gambling is very different than investing in stocks and shares. For gambling is
wagering money completely beyond a person’s control and subjecting it to forces of chance
without any rational thought or rational expectation. Gambling also requires others to lose
whereas investing in stocks and shares does not require the gains of one investor to be
financed by the losses of others. Real wealth has been created in such legitimate
investments.
CONCLUSION
God has filled this earth with rich resources. There is nobody to extract, acquire and use
it but us. We must enjoy it with the right heart attitude. John Wesley founded the
Methodist Movement. Most of the early converts were very poor. But after they were
converted, the gospel touched every area of their lives. They became great workers and
very prudent. Many of them became wealthy. In 1786, John Wesley observed this
phenomenon. He noted the danger, “The Methodists in every place grow diligent and
frugal; consequently they increase in goods. Hence, they proportionately increase in pride,
in anger, in the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life. So, although
the form of religion remains, the spirit is swiftly vanishing away.” Wesley’s advice to avoid
materialism was this,
“What way, then, (I ask again) can we take, that our money may not sink us to the
nethermost hell? There is one way, and there is no other under heaven. If those
who 'gain all they can,' and 'save all they can,' will likewise 'give all they can;' then,
the more they gain, the more they will grow in grace, and the more treasure they
will lay up in heaven.”
No man without Jesus is ever truly rich. But no man is poor who has learned to depend
on Christ alone.

I counted dollars while God counted crosses.
I counted gain while He counted losses.
I counted my worth by the things gained in store,
But he sized me up by the scars that I bore.

I coveted honors, and sought for degrees.
He wept as he counted the hours on my knees.
I never knew till one day by a grave,
How vain are the things that we spend life to save.
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