“THE GOLDEN KINGDOM” (Zechariah 14:1-21)
The last chapter of Zechariah details what is called the Millennium – the literal 1000 year reign of
Jesus Christ on earth. This physical kingdom begins after the destruction of the Antichrist and
his forces at the Battle of Armageddon. The most popular view of these events is called PreTribulation Premillennialism. This view (seen below) advocates that the NT Church saints are
secretly raptured at the beginning of the 7 years of the Great Tribulation Period. The other main
view of Post-Tribulation Premillennialism argues that the rapture of the church happens at the
end of the Great Tribulation Period.

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all
nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished;
and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. (v12)
At the end of the Tribulation Period of 7 years the Antichrist and his Gentile armies surround
the Holy City, “For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle.”
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This is known as the Battle of Armageddon, where the universal confederacy of the armies of
the nations described in Psalm 2:2 and Joel 3:2 will seek to destroy the Holy City. Charles
Feinberg corrects any misconception that this prophecy has already been fulfilled. He notes,
“The prophecy has been understood by some of the Church Fathers to refer to the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. This cannot be the overthrow of the city by
Titus, because he was not at the head of all nations, nor did he leave half of the
population. Too, the passage cannot be speaking of the Babylonian conquest of
Jerusalem, because the greater part of the people were exiled and later the remnant
suffered the same treatment. Compare 2 Kings 25:11. Half of the population will go into
captivity, but the other half will constitute the remnant. To the literal interpretation of
this prophecy it has been objected that it would be a physical impossibility for all nations
to assemble in battle against Jerusalem. Newton correctly states: “It should also be
observed that when nations are described as being gathered as nations, it is not meant
that every individual comes, but they who are governmentally and executively the
constituted representatives of their power.””
Initially, these armies led by the Antichrist will appear to have won the battle as the city is
conquered, “and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall
go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.” But God will bring
victory from the jaws of defeat. Doubtless, the enemies of Israel will be gloating over the demise
of the Jews and Jerusalem when they are suddenly wiped out. We must avoid the temptation to
imagine because the forces of evil today are prominent and proud that this will remain the case
throughout time.
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. And his
feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of
Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley;
and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And ye shall flee to the
valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled
from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the
saints with thee. (v3-5)
At the moment of their greatest peril for Israel, they will discover their greatest deliverance. It
will not come from better tactics or superior weaponry, “Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight
against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” The identity of the Person of the Godhead
is now revealed to be the Lord Jesus Christ, “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east.” The discerning Bible student will recall the promise by
the angels on the Mount of Olives, “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him
go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) The same Christ who literally ascended from the Mount of Olives will
literally return to the Mount of Olives in Zechariah 14:4. This is the same Christ who we read in
Zechariah 12 was the pierced One who is the means of the national repentance,
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And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that
come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn. (Zechariah 12:9-10)

Now we can gather all these threads together to get a more complete picture. When the feet of
Jesus touch the Mount of Olives in this Second Coming, a great topographical change occurs,
“and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be
a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”
There is significant topographical changes to the earth in the Second Coming of the
Lord. When the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ touch the Mount of Olives, it will split in two. The
remnant of Jews will escape their persecutors by fleeing through the great valley made by the
split, “And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea,
ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah.”
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it shall be one day which
shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.
And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea,
and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the LORD shall be king over
all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. (v6-9)
In the Millennial Kingdom the celestial lights from the planets are affected. We don’t know
exactly what this means, “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:
But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at
evening time it shall be light.” But it seems from other passages that it will be a time of sudden
change. MacArthur comments,
“As these Jews are fleeing through this newly created valley, the lights in the world will
go out (cf. Isa 13:9, 10; 24:23; Joel 2:10; 3:14–16; Mt 24:29, 30; Rev 6:12–14) and be
replaced by the light of Christ’s glory (cf. Isa 60:19, 20). Only the Lord knows the
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fullness of the plan for that day—when the lights go out and are lit again in the millennial
kingdom (cf. Is 30:26; Mal 4:2).”
Jerusalem was one of the rare ancient cities that wasn’t founded beside a river or sea. But during
the Millennium “living waters” will spring up from it to fertilise the land and feed the Dead Sea,
“half of them toward the former sea” and to the Mediterranean, “and half of them toward the hinder sea.”
These waters will flow all year round, “in summer and in winter shall it be” bringing life and vitality
everywhere. The reign of Christ over the earth from Jerusalem as Prince of Peace will bring a
physical, political, and a spiritual transformation over the earth, “And the LORD shall be king over
all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.” (cf. Habbk. 2:14). Jerusalem will
become the centre of worship and Government, “the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in
Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” (Isa. 24:23b) Jesus shall reign from David’s throne with
His saints, “and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6) He alone will be
worshiped throughout the universe. This earthly Millennial reign of Christ and His saints is not a
new revelation. The Gospels explicitly point to it as a future event
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. (Luke 1:32-33;
cf. Acts 2:30; Isaiah 9:6-7)
The resurrected glorified saints will be resurrected and then rewarded by ruling with Christ to
enforce God’s Word, lead in corporate worship and teach God’s will “And hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:10) Today the vast majority of the earth
reject and rebel against the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ. But this will change in the
Millennium. Only one religion will be openly tolerated by God on the earth.

All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and
inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and from the
tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter
destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. (v10-11)
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This Millennium Kingdom will be a worldwide display of His glory like never before. Since there
is world peace, God will flatten the mountains around Jerusalem as they aren’t needed for
defence, “All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem.” The name
“Jerusalem” means “City of Peace” will now be able to live up to its name. Peace and justice will
be ever present, “And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall
be safely inhabited” (cf. Isaiah 2:2-4). As the Prince of Peace is reigning, even the animal world will
be greatly affected, “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock:
and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.”
(Isaiah 65:25) John MacArthur sums up the radical changes,
“Politically and socially, the rule of Christ and His saints will be universal (Ps. 2:6–8; Dan.
2:35), absolute (Ps. 2:9; Isa. 11:4), and righteous (Isa. 11:3– 5). Spiritually, their rule will
be a time when the believing remnant of Israel is converted (Jer. 30:5–8; Rom. 11:26) and
the nation is restored to the land God promised to Abraham (Gen. 13:14–15; 15:18). It
will be a time when the Gentile nations also will worship the King (Isa. 11:9; Mic. 4:2;
Zech. 14:16). The millennial rule of Christ and the saints will also be marked by the
presence of righteousness and peace (Isa. 32:17) and joy (Isa. 12:3–4; 61:3, 7). Physically,
it will be a time when the curse is lifted (Isa. 11:7–9; 30:23–24; 35:1–2, 7), when food will
be plentiful (Joel 2:21–27), and when there will be physical health and well-being (Isa.
33:24; 35:5–6), leading to long life (Isa. 65:20).
And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem;
Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes,
and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult
from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his
hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of
all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. And so
shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these
tents, as this plague. (v12-15)
We are given here an additional insight into the method of God’s destruction of Israel’s enemies
at the Battle of Armageddon that is mentioned in v3, “Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against
those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.” It is a terrible picture of the flesh rapidly wasting
away of the enemies of Israel. This will induce panic in the hearts of the confederacy armies, and
God will also use the remnant to engage in the fight against the enemy, thus completing their
total destruction, “And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among
them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand
of his neighbour.” It will be an awesome display of Almighty God’s power. There will then be a
great reversal of fortunes. For in v1 the enemies of Israel spoil them but now the Jews will spoil
them, “And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered
together.”
And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go
up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall
be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of
hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain;
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there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of
tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep
the feast of tabernacles. (v16-19)
The Millennium will not be a period of sinless perfection on earth. Although it is an era of
outward peace and righteousness, it is also a time when the Lord Jesus Christ will reign with a
rod of iron (cf. Rev. 12:5), which is suggestive that sin is not completely eradicated for Christ
doesn’t need such a rod of iron in heaven. The Psalmist speaks of this period,
Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod
of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. (Psalm 2:8-9)
With the Antichrist, False Prophet, their followers, and now the devil removed from the earth,
sin is greatly inhibited. Only a remnant of believers (and presumably their infant children) will be
left alive from the Tribulation Period to populate the kingdom. That doesn’t mean that sin is
eradicated, as those born in the Millennium will still have fallen nature. But the threefold
temptation of the world, the flesh and the devil will be greatly reduced in their pernicious
influence in an era when the most ungodly are removed from the earth and Christ is ruling from
Jerusalem with a rod of iron in truth and righteousness.

The Gentile nations will not come to Jerusalem to fight with the Jews but to worship with the
Jews, “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall
even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.” The
Feast of Tabernacles focuses particularly on the faithfulness and grace of God to Israel in the 40
years of wilderness wandering.
Sadly, some will resist the rule of King Jesus so discipline will be meted out to those that
openly rebel against the commandments of the Lord, “And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of
all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no
rain.” The King here is clearly the Lord Jesus Christ who is physically reigning from David’s
throne in Jerusalem. Feinberg adds that,
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“Zech 14:17 reveals that the millennial conditions will not approximate conditions in the
eternal state, because multitudes will give only feigned submission to the King Jehovah.
Note the last verb in the Hebrew of Psalm 66:3. Just as Israel had been threatened with
cessation of rain in times of apostasy (Deut 11:16, 17 and 1 Kings 17:1ff), so the nations
will be warned of the same punishment. The need for rain shows that the millennial
earth is not the new earth of the eternal state.”
The nation of Egypt is singled out in warning, “And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come
not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to
keep the feast of tabernacles.” Some think Egypt is mentioned because they aren’t so dependent on
rain because of the fertile Nile delta. So God is warning that He will find a way to punish them if
they rebel despite their natural water advantages. The fact that Egypt is identified in this way is
suggestive that the nations of the world will retain their national identity during the Millennium.
In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, Holiness Unto The LORD; and the pots in the LORD's
house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the
LORD of hosts: and all they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there
shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts. (v20-21)
The central characteristic of the Millennium will be holiness. It will be a wonderful time to live.
The Holy Land will be truly holy. For every aspect of life will be sanctified, “In that day shall there
be upon the bells of the horses, Holiness Unto The LORD; and the pots in the LORD's house shall be like the
bowls before the altar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts.”
Steve Cole explains,
“A righteous reign means that every aspect of life is sacred for God’s people (Zech
14:20-21). “Holy to the Lord” was the inscription on the plate worn on the forehead of
the high priest. In the millennium, that inscription will be put on the bells of the horses,
which were animals of commerce and transportation. The meaning is that all of life,
including mundane work, will be as sacred as the rituals performed in the temple by the
priests. Even the cooking pots in the temple and in private homes will be holy to the
Lord in that day. “No Canaanite in the house of the Lord” (14:21) means that no
spiritually or morally unclean person will defile the Lord’s house in that day. These verses
mean that when the Lord reigns in righteousness, His people will not divide life into
sacred and secular compartments. When you do that, you quickly fall into hypocrisy. On
Sundays, you put on your religious hat and look “Oh, so spiritual!” The rest of the week,
you set aside your religion and live like the rest of the world lives. It’s phony to the core!
God’s people should live all of life as holy to the Lord.”
For centuries mankind has spoken of an ideal society utopia. Man has failed to achieve that by
man’s efforts. Only the Perfect Man will bring true peace, justice, and rest. That will be when the
Prince of Peace and King of Kings has defeated the Tribulation foes and rules in righteousness
over this planet. It is here that our prayer, “Thy kingdom come” is finally answered! Cole points out,
“There is no doubt about the outcome of world history: Someday, every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil.
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2:10-11). Jesus Christ will be King over all the earth! All of God’s enemies will be
thoroughly defeated. Why would anyone want to put, not their money but their eternal
destiny, on the losing side? Jesus will reign! Make sure that you are on His side before He
comes to judge the earth! So the return of Christ as King means the defeat of His
enemies (Zech 14:1-15).”
All readers need to prepare for the coming of the King. For God will write the last chapter on
the history of this world. On the end, God wins! And He wins big!
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