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“TALE OF TWO KINGS” (Zechariah 9:1-17) 

This chapter is starts the final section of the Book of Zechariah that deals primarily with future 
prophetic events. This section of prophetic burdens has two main focal points – first and second 
comings of the Messiah. Zechariah 9-11 is more to do with Christ’s first coming and Zechariah 
12-14 is more focused on His second coming. Charles Feinberg calls these last six chapters of 
Zechariah “an incomparable treasury of prophetic truth” The Jewish people are the key to 
understanding the end times and the Messianic prophecies. Much of these remaining chapters 
focuses much on them and the nations that they interact with in history. This book was written 
to be a comfort to Israel. Steve Cole explains, 
 

“But chapters 9-14 occur perhaps 40-50 years later. The temple has long been completed. 
Zechariah is now an old man. Israel is still weak and vulnerable, under foreign 
domination. Nehemiah had not yet returned to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Powerful 
and aggressive neighbors still surrounded the weak remnant. The people worried, “What 
if these neighbors attack us? What if they tear down the temple we worked so hard to 
rebuild? What if they invade us and carry us off as captives again?” They feared what the 
future might hold for their families and their nation……God gave these prophecies to 
encourage and comfort His chosen people with the message that He had not forgotten 
them. He would deal with their enemies through the coming Messiah-King and would 
fulfill His promises to bless His people in His appointed time.” 

 

 
  
THE GREEK EMPIRE - Zechariah prophesied during the time of the Medes and the 
Persians. So these events described in this chapter were future to him. The verses 1-8 of 
Zechariah 9 describe much of the story of the future conquest of Alexander the Great in the 
Middle East. The Persians ruled over the Jewish people for two centuries from the time that 
Cyrus overthrew the Babylonian Empire in 538 B.C. At its height the Persian Empire included 
more than 100 countries stretching from Afghanistan and India in the east to southern Ethiopia 
in the west. In 334 B.C. the young Greek king, Alexander rose to prominence and eventually 
brought to an end the mighty Persian Empire. Daniel predicted the coming of Alexander in the 
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form of a leopard with wings because of the speed of his conquests (Daniel 7:4-6). Alexander the 
Great ruled from Europe to India by conquering rival kingdoms at an incredible rate with fast 
efficient attacks that took his rivals by surprise. He was undefeated in battle and is considered 
one of history’s most successful military commanders. Daniel also predicted that in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, the third kingdom of the Greeks, “shall bear rule over all the earth.” 
(Daniel 2:39) Alexander died at just 32 years of age.  

The rise of the Greek Empire ensured that now Greek power, philosophy, poetry, art, 
customs, and language became widespread from Turkey to India. Greek culture and philosophy 
formed the foundation for much of what today is known as Western civilization. Even today, 
Westerners study epic poems of Homer like, The Iliad and The Odyssey.  Cities like Alexandria in 
Egypt became great centres of Greek culture and learning. This providentially introduced the 
Greek language to the whole region, which is why the NT was written in the Koine Greek 
language by the apostles.  

 
 
The burden of the word of the LORD in the land of Hadrach, and Damascus shall be the rest thereof: when the 
eyes of man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD. And Hamath also shall border thereby; 

Tyrus, and Zidon, though it be very wise. And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the 
dust, and fine gold as the mire of the streets. Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her power in the 

sea; and she shall be devoured with fire. (v1-4) 
 
This chapter is a contrast of two great Kings and conquerors. The great Greek conqueror, 
Alexander is the focus of verses 1 to 8, but the great heavenly conqueror, the Lord Jesus Christ is 
in verses 9 to 17 in this chapter.  

Zechariah delivers the “burden of the LORD” concerning the future conquests of a foreign 
power, Alexander the Great who would come and defeat one city after another in the Middle 
East. The idea in this word “burden” is “to lift up” or “to raise.” So the prophet would take up a 
cause and unbear his burden, by revealing a heavy judgment. This expression, “when the eyes of 
man, as of all the tribes of Israel, shall be toward the LORD” may well mean that as these conquests 
happened the people of God were aware that prophecy was being fulfilled under the direction of 
a Sovereign God. For Alexander was simply God’s instrument to fulfil God’s plans. As one 
writer said, “All the threads of history lead to the throne room of God.” 
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Many of the nations and cities described in this chapter were perennial enemies of the 
Jewish people. God had warned those who attack the Jews that they are touching something very 
special to Him, “For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which 
spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye” (Zech. 2:8). He also promised to judge 
the opponents of Israel, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3) In Zechariah 9 we see God’s finger of judgment 
on Israel’s neighbours and enemies while Israel itself is spared. 

Alexander famously overcame the Persians in 333 B.C. at the Battle of Issus near the 
southeast Turkish border with modern Syria. He then headed south, with an army of around 35-
40,000 men to conquer the leading cities of the Syrian, Phoenician, and Philistine peoples. The 
Syrian cities tumble first. Hadrach was a region to the north of Palestine and Damascus was the 
capital city of Syria. Once he had taken these areas, Alexander headed south down the 
Mediterranean coast swallowing up the Phoenician cities of Zidon and Tyre. The siege of Tyre is 
one of epic historical significance. Tyre or Tyrus was one of the great commercial cities of the 
world at that time. It was said to have 150 feet high walls, on its 150 acre rock fortress, around a 
half mile from the mainland. In fact, Isaiah 23:4 calls it the “strength of the sea.” The citizens of 
Tyre were very wealthy and self-confident having previously survived a 5 year siege by the 
Assyrians and a 13 year siege by the Babylonian army, “though it be very wise.” They considered 
themselves invincible, “And Tyrus did build herself a strong hold, and heaped up silver as the dust, and fine 
gold as the mire of the streets.” 

 

 
 
Yet, Alexander would capture the city in less than 6 months by building a causeway the half a 
mile from the mainland to the island using the rubble from the original city of Tyre there. This 
was because the hand of God enabled him, “Behold, the Lord will cast her out, and he will smite her 
power in the sea; and she shall be devoured with fire.” Steve Cole explains, 

 
The city’s powerful navy had gained it impressive wealth (9:3). Tyre was so corrupt and 
opposed to God that Ezekiel (28:11-19) used the proud king of Tyre to describe, in 
symbolic language, the pre-fall career of Satan. So when Zechariah predicted Tyre’s 
downfall, he was probably laughed to scorn. But God used Alexander to bring the city 
down. It took him seven months, during which time his army took the rubble from the 
original city and built a causeway to the island city. He thus fulfilled literally the prophecy 
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of Ezekiel 26:12, 14, where God says that He will throw Tyre’s stones and timbers into 
the water and that the city will never be rebuilt. Thus while the Lord dispossessed Tyre 
(9:4), He used Alexander to do it.” 

 
Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation 
shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard 
shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. And I will take away his blood out of his 

mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even he, shall be for our God, and he 
shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite. (v5-7) 

 
Once he conquered the Syrians and the Phoenicians, Alexander would also defeat the 4 key 
Philistines cities of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron and Ashdod. The news of the fall of the seemingly 
impregnable city state of Tyre must have had a sobering and terrifying effect on these 
neighbouring cities, “Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and 
Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed.” Alexander humiliated these proud nations and left them 
desolate. They were left with a mixed race of scavengers to inhabit their lands and the Philistine 
race and name was virtually erased. When King David conquered Jerusalem he left some of the 
Jebusites alive who inhabited the city (cf. Joshua 15:8, 2 Sam. 5:6-9; 24:16-18). The same would 
happen to the people of Ekron when Alexander invaded, “Ekron as a Jebusite.” 
 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT & THE JEWS 

 
And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that 

returneth: and no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine eyes. (v8) 
 
Alexander was ruthless to his enemies but Zechariah promises the Jewish people that God would 
extend grace to them, “And I will encamp about mine house because of the army, because of him that passeth 
by.” The conquering Greek king bypassed Jerusalem on his way to Gaza and never laid siege to 
it. When he returned after having taken Gaza in a siege, Alexander came to a famous 
accommodation with the Jews in Jerusalem. Despite the Jews supporting the Persians over the 
Greeks in war, Alexander was favourable to the Jewish people and appreciated much of their 
identity and religion. The Talmud records how he came to a respectful accommodation with the 
High Priest, Simon the Just in 329 B.C. Josephus records of the encounter that the High Priest 
came out dressed in his priestly robe to meet Alexander to do reverence to the king.  

 
When Alexander met the High Priest he claimed that he had seen a vision of him dressed like 
this blessing his conquests. Josephus then records of Alexander,  
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“And when he went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice to God, according to the 
high priest’s direction, and magnificently treated both the high priest and the priests. And 
when the Book of Daniel was showed him wherein Daniel declared that one of the 
Greeks should destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed that himself was the 
person intended. And as he was then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the present; 
but the next day he called them to him, and bid them ask what favours they pleased of 
him; whereupon the high priest desired that they might enjoy the laws of their 
forefathers, and might pay no tribute on the seventh year. He granted all they desired. 
And when they entreated him that he would permit the Jews in Babylon and Media to 
enjoy their own laws also, he willingly promised to do hereafter what they desired. And 
when he said to the multitude, that if any of them would enlist themselves in his army, 
on this condition, that they should continue under the laws of their forefathers, and live 
according to them, he was willing to take them with him, many were ready to accompany 
him in his wars.” (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, VIII, 5)  

 
Alexander permitted the Jews a certain degree of autonomy on condition that they were loyal to 
him and paid taxes. Because of his grace to them, the Jews agreed to name every child born the 
next year “Alexander.” After destroying all the enemies of the Jews in that region, Alexander not 
only spared but blessed the Jews. God keeps His promises.  

There is a further encouragement from this passage. The whole detailed battle plan is 
here centuries before the birth of Alexander the Great. One of the great proofs of the infallibility 
and inerrancy of Scripture is that God knows the future. We can see from the hindsight of the 
21st century that much of what was predicted to come to pass here has already been realised. This 
gives every discerning Christian great confidence to believe God for the future prophetic 
element. Robert Morgan points out,  

 
“Here is solid proof right before our eyes that the Bible is self-authenticated by its own 
prophecies and the accuracy in which they have been fulfilled.  The Bible predicts the 
future with unfailing accuracy, and one of the reasons we can trust what the Bible says 
about coming days is because it’s been proved accurate in its predictions that have 
already been fulfilled in human history.” 

 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, 

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. (v9) 
 
This is a familiar verse in Messianic prophecies. Zechariah lived about 500 years before 
Christ. For on what we call Palm Sunday, just before His crucifixion, the Lord Jesus Christ rode 
into Jerusalem on a lowly donkey in direct fulfilment of this prophecy (cf. Matt. 21:1-11; John 
12:12-15). Kings and warriors, like Alexander the Great, approached cities on horses (Jer. 17:25). 
Often they rode white horses. But donkeys were an animal that was seen in a very different light. 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary notes of them, “In the East they were remarkable for their patience, 
gentleness, intelligence, meek submission and great power of endurance.” The fact that the 
Messiah came riding on a donkey showed that Jesus was a different kind of King. We are called 
to walk the road of humility and lowliness as servants of the Great Master. Spurgeon urged, 
 

                                         
  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 6 

“Brethren, let us be lowly. Did I hear one say, ‘Well, I will try to be lowly’? You cannot do 
it in that way. We must not try to act the lowly part; we must be lowly, and then we shall 
naturally act in a humble manner. It is astonishing how much of pride there is in the 
most modest.” 

 
And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: 

and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even 
to the ends of the earth. (v10) 

 
The entire NT church age of over two millennia fits between verses 9 and 10. This juxtaposition 
of multiple prophecies that are fulfilled thousands of years apart is common in the Bible. John 
MacArthur explains, 
 

“Normally, when the prophets of the Old Testament gave a prophecy that was a long 
time away related to the end of the age, they would usually give another prophecy that 
would come to pass somewhere along the line of history before that time, as a kind of a 
pledge to keep people confident that the ultimate fulfillment would take place. In other 
words, rather than say something to those people then and then have nothing between 
them and the end of the age, the Lord would drop in a historical thing that would come 
to pass to keep future generations on the track that God really meant what He said. 
That’s exactly what you have here.” 

 
The Lord Jesus Christ was born into poverty in His First Coming. But His Second Coming will 
be very different. This time He will come to deliver His people from their enemies and pour out 
judgment on sinners, “And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the 
battle bow shall be cut off.”  Christ isn’t coming to die this time but to bring death, “Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all…” (Jude:14-15a)  

The prophet Isaiah, spoke of a coming Saviour, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth even for ever.” (Isa. 9:6-7) All over the face of the earth on every continent 
there is the shedding of blood. Man is by nature a killer. It started in the First Family when Cain 
murdered his own blood in Genesis 4. The world has tried and failed repeatedly to make peace 
with each other.  

The United Nations has a bronze statue made by Evgeniy Vuchetich in the United 
Nations garden in New York called Let Us Beat Swords into Plowshares. It was presented in 1959 
from the then Soviet Union. The UN was set up to establish a system to bring about world peace 
in 1948 are two devastating world wars. It was man’s attempt to fulfil the Biblical prophecy of a 
future world peace, “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:3-4) But the UN can only talk about peace. It can 
never bring true peace. The last 72 years is testament to its failure to do so.  

The good news is that eternal peace on earth is coming. War is going to be gone forever. 
But there will only be peace on this earth when the “Prince of Peace” reigns on it. He will be the 
one to bring healing to the nations “and he shall speak peace unto the heathen.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
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reigning from David’s throne in Jerusalem shall bring peace, justice and righteousness to this 
world, “and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.” This is 
not a new idea but found all over the Bible. Zechariah has already alluded to it, “Thus saith 
the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a 
city of truth.” (Zech. 8:3) This earthly Millennial reign of Christ is explicitly pointed to it as a future 
event in the Gospels, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:32-33; cf. Acts 2:30; Isaiah 9:6-7)  
 

 
 

As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. 
Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render double unto thee; 

When I have bent Judah for me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, 
O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. And the Lord shall be seen over them, and his arrow 
shall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord God shall blow the trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of the 

south. The Lord of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling stones; and they shall 
drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. And 
the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, 
lifted up as an ensign upon his land. For how great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty! corn shall make 

the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids. (v11-17) 
 
There is another side to the Second Coming. Jesus Christ will come to deliver His people and 
execute judgment on the enemies of His people. The people of God are pictured as prisoners 
released from their imprisonment, “As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy 
prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.” The blood protects and the blood delivers. That is why 
today we are “prisoners of hope.” If we are relying on man to save us, we might be tempted to 
doubt whether he can succeed. But repeatedly here the emphasis is on the Lord being the One to 
personally deliver His people, “I have sent forth thy prisoners” and “And the Lord shall be seen over them” 
and “The Lord of hosts shall defend them” and “the Lord their God shall save them in that day.” This 
millennial future reign of Christ will bring great physical as well as spiritual blessings to this earth, 
“corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.” (cf. Hosea 2:21-22, Joel 2:19). John 
MacArthur observes, 
 

“There is coming a King. I hope you’ll be a part of His Kingdom. Who is that King? I’ll 
tell you who it is. Who was it that rode on the colt, the foal of an ass? The Lord Jesus 
Christ. Who will it be that comes back? The Lord Jesus Christ. He came once in humility, 
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He returns in honor. He came in meekness, He returns in might. He came in poverty, He 
returns in power. He came in shame, and He returns in sovereignty.” 

 
We are living in the last of the last days in 2020. The response to the chaos and 

confusion should drive us increasingly to the Scripture. The Lord is at work. We must rejoice 
that the King is coming soon, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, 
thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation.” We can sing, “For how great is his goodness, and 
how great is his beauty!” 

 
 

We are never, never weary of the grand old song; 
Glory to God, hallelujah! 

We can sing it loud as ever, with our faith more strong; 
Glory to God, hallelujah! 

 
O, the children of the Lord have a right to shout and sing, 

For the way is growing bright, and our souls are on the wing; 
We are going by and by to the palace of a King! 

Glory to God, hallelujah! 
 


