“GOD’S PROPHETIC TIMEPIECE” (Zechariah 10:1-12)
The Jewish people are the central axis of prophetic truth. God has sovereignly chose them to
have this role. Through them He promised to bless the rest of world (Gen. 12:3; 22:18;
28:14). God sovereignly choose the Jews as His people, “For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto
Himself, and Israel for His peculiar treasure” (Psa. 135:4; cf. Deut. 14:2; Hosea 11:1). The Lord warns
those who attack the Jews that they are touching something very special to Him, “For thus saith
the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of his eye” (Zech. 2:8)

Moses detailed this uniqueness in his writings (Deut. 6:6-8a; Deut. 26:18-19; cf. 2 Sam. 7:23–24).
The Bible makes clear that Israel’s unique future will have a twofold nature. First, it will be
characterized by unequalled suffering. Second, it also will be characterized by unequalled
blessing. Steve Cole explains how this must have been understood by Zechariah’s hearers,
“For Zechariah’s audience, these promises seemed so far removed from their immediate
situation as to sound like fairy tales. Most of the Jews were still scattered across the
Persian empire. The weak remnant that had returned was threatened by hostile
neighbors. The land was still devastated from the Babylonian conquest. But here
Zechariah predicts that Israel will someday trample her enemies and be regathered in the
land to the extent that no more room could be found (10:10). The Jews must have
thought, “This prophet has his head in the clouds!” Perhaps some of you feel that way.
When you hear of God’s abundant promises, you think, “No way!” The reality gap
between where you are living and what God has promised is so great that you have
trouble believing that it ever could happen. If you can identify with that, then our text is
for you!
We must never forget that God has written in advance in the Bible the history of the Jewish
people. Their unique history is an awesome demonstration of God at work, sometimes
miraculously, sometimes providentially, in the affairs of men and nations. Zechariah 10 can be
simply divided into two main sections:
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(1) GOD’S FUTURE DELIVERANCE FROM THEIR ENEMIES (v1-5)
(2) GOD’S FUTURE RESTORATION AND BLESSINGS FOR HIS PEOPLE (v610)
Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall make bright clouds, and give them
showers of rain, to every one grass in the field. (v1)
Ancient Israel relied heavily on both the former rain (falling in autumn) and the latter rain (falling
in spring) to irrigate their crops. The Jews were often tempted in an agricultural economy to turn
to the fertility gods of the pagans like Baal. But they are reminded here that it is the Lord who
provides the physical rain. God is the source of all good gifts! They are commanded to cry to
Him for divine grace in sending the spring rains for their crops, “Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time
of the latter rain.” If they do, they will witness the promised blessing of God, “so the LORD shall
make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain.” There will be enough and to spare for everyone, “to
every one grass in the field.”
There is likely a spiritual application as the power of the Holy Spirit is often compared to
rain. Israel will experience a mighty spiritual revival in the end times. They will get literal latter
rain, but also the latter rain of God’s blessing,
Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he
hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he revive us: in the third
day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. Then shall we know, if we
follow on to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he
shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. (Hosea
6:1-3)
This has wider application. Prayer is the lever we press on earth that unleashes God’s power
from heaven. True prayers never go waste. The question naturally arises: if God has perfect
knowledge of everything then why should we pray? The simple answer is because He tells us to
and that settles the merits of the exercise (Matthew 6:9; Luke 18:1; Hebrews 13:18; James 1:5). In
His wisdom, God has Sovereignly ordained that our prayers are to be part of His working out of
His glorious plan for this world. The Bible repeatedly affirms the prayer of the righteous and the
impotence of the prayers of the unrighteous for “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.” (James 5:16; cf. Psa. 66:18; Prov. 15:29) The word “effectual” is a Greek word from which
we get our word energy. The prayer of a godly man has tremendous power. It is not that there is
any inherent power in prayer itself, but rather that prayer links us to Almighty God who is truly
all-powerful. Bishop Hall put it well:
“It is not the arithmetic of our prayers, how many they are; nor the rhetoric of our
prayers, how eloquent they be; nor the geometry of our prayers, how long they be; nor
the music of our prayers, how sweet our voice may be; nor the method of our prayers,
how orderly they may be; nor even the theology of our prayers, how good the doctrine
may be - which God cares for. Fervency of spirit is that which availeth much.”
This hasn’t changed in the 21st century. It is a good reminder to us that our physical and spiritual
wellbeing depends on the grace of God.
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For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false dreams; they comfort in vain:
therefore they went their way as a flock, they were troubled, because there was no shepherd. (v2)
Two reasons Israel historically turned away from the paths of righteousness was because of false
gods, “For the idols have spoken vanity” and false shepherds, “and the diviners have seen a lie, and have
told false dreams.” These diviners consulted the spirits of idols to predict the future. If the
shepherds walk in the wrong path, then the sheep will usually wander right behind them. These
false spiritual leaders ultimately proved worthless, “they comfort in vain.” That is always the same.
The flock of Israel was in trouble because it had no shepherd to care for it.
The apostasy of Israel led to God’s great judgments of the Exile. Israel truly lacked
nothing as a nation. No other nation was blessed like this nation. The problem with many of the
Jews is that they wanted God’s favour unconditionally in the matter of salvation. They wanted a
right to heaven despite their sins and rejection of the righteousness of Christ. However, with
high privilege came high responsibility. God never allows His people to sin successfully. This is
well exemplified by God’s declaration through Amos to Israel, “You only have I known of all the
families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.” (Amos 3:2) Israel’s enemies
eventually became their masters! The people they should have subjugated were able to conquer
them. Repeatedly, Israel painfully suffered because they refused to commit themselves to God
alone. Their attempts to be free from God only made them slaves to sin and brought misery.
The old maxim is very true:

SIN will take you further than you ever meant to STRAY,
Will keep you longer than you ever planned to STAY,
Will cost you more than you ever dreamed that you'd PAY!

And I will strengthen the house of Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again to place
them; for I have mercy upon them: and they shall be as though I had not cast them off: for I am the LORD their
God, and will hear them. And they of Ephraim shall be like a mighty man, and their heart shall rejoice as
through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. I will hiss for
them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have increased. And I will sow
them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries; and they shall live with their children, and
turn again. I will bring them again also out of the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Assyria; and I will bring
them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and place shall not be found for them. And he shall pass through the
sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of
Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away. And I will strengthen them in
the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD. (v6-12)

Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I punished the goats: for the LORD of hosts hath visited his
flock the house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle. Out of him came forth the corner,
out of him the nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together. And they shall be as mighty
men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight, because
the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded. (v3-5)
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The Lord doesn’t just get angry but He acts on His anger, “Mine anger was kindled against the
shepherds, and I punished the goats.” God’s anger is not some petty emotion but it is a reflection of
His holiness and hatred for sin. The word of God is a two-edged sword – it can bless and it can
chastise. Our God can be trusted to fully keep His promises to judge sin, as He had been to bless
obedience. These false shepherds will be dealt with in His time and in His way. Not one will get
a pass.
The same God who casts off His people can restore them again. That will be through
making them mighty like a majestic horse in battle, “for the LORD of hosts hath visited his flock the
house of Judah, and hath made them as his goodly horse in the battle.” The false shepherds will be replaced
by the Good Shepherd of the Lord Jesus Christ from Judah. He will come to deliver. The
Messiah is pictured using a number of objects, “Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the nail, out
of him the battle bow, out of him every oppressor together.” He is the cornerstone that joins the walls
together, “Out of him came forth the corner” (cf. Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22-23, Matthew 21:42, 1
Peter 2:4-5); He is the tent peg that brings stability to His people, “out of him the nail” (Isaiah
22:23-24); He is the battle bow that strikes down His enemies, “out of him the battle bow” (Isaiah
63:1-4; Rev. 19:11-16) ; and He is the ruler that deals with any injustice, “out of him every oppressor
together.” (Luke 1:33)
No matter how great will be their enemies, the Lord can handle them all, “And they shall
be as mighty men, which tread down their enemies in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall fight,
because the LORD is with them, and the riders on horses shall be confounded.” Sheep are the last animal
you’d probably want to take to war! But by God’s empowerment the helpless sheep become
powerful horses for war!
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There is dark days ahead for the nation of Israel. But the final chapter in their history is a
glorious one. Better days are definitely coming. It all will end happily ever after! Judah and Israel
are to be scattered again, but they will be finally regathered. The dominant theme in this final
section is in what a sovereign God will do rather than what Israel might do: “I will strengthen… I
will save… I will bring them again…” (10:6). “I will bring them into the land…” (10:10). “I will strengthen
them in the Lord…” (10:12). God is very definite about what He will do! Man is never trustworthy
but God is always trustworthy.
The Lord promised that Israel would be scattered. After 70 AD the Jews were scattered
throughout the Gentile world in an amazing diaspora. The Greek word diaspora means ‘a
scattering of seeds’ and this word is used to describe the scattering of the Israelites to other
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countries from 70 AD. The great diaspora of Jews in history is powerful evidence that God’s
word is true. It will warn the world of the holiness of God,
Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among the nations that are
round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. So it shall be a reproach and a
taunt, an instruction and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about
thee, when I shall execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious
rebukes. I the Lord have spoken it. (Ezekiel 5:14-15)

The scattering of the Jews in 70 AD until the present day is irrefutable and unambiguous
evidence from the Torah that the Jews are under the judgment of God. This latest exile has been
the longest and the greatest in the history of these ancient people. For instance, in 1600 it was
reported that only 1% of Jews lived in the borders of the ancient land of Israel, whilst the
remaining 99% lived in other countries throughout the world. Despite this incredible scattering
of the Jews, God has explicitly promised that He would preserve the Jews as a distinct race, “...the
people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations” (Num. 23:9b; cf. Isa. 66:22; Jer.
30:11). No tribe or race in history has remained a distinct people group outside of a national
homeland for thousands of years like the Jewish people. The Jews have survived because God
has ordained it. We must never forget that, “Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep.” (Psa. 121:4)
In this dispersion, the Lord promises He will call for them and re-gather them in the
future, “I will hiss for them, and gather them; for I have redeemed them: and they shall increase as they have
increased. And I will sow them among the people: and they shall remember me in far countries…” The word
“hiss” here has the idea of whistling or piping the same way the Eastern shepherd would call for
his sheep. No obstacles will be allowed to prevent this re-gathering, “And he shall pass through the
sea with affliction, and shall smite the waves in the sea, and all the deeps of the river shall dry up: and the pride of
Assyria shall be brought down, and the sceptre of Egypt shall depart away.” Cole notes,
“Egypt and Assyria (10:10) are representative of all of the places around the globe where
God has dispersed His disobedient people. When God says that He will whistle to gather
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back to the land (10:8), it refers to a shepherd’s blowing a pipe-like whistle to call his
flock back to the fold. Just prior to Messiah’s return, God will gather the Jews back to
the land from around the globe. God’s sowing His people among the nations pictures
them as seed awaiting a harvest. F. B. Meyer has a helpful sermon, “God’s Sowing.” He
shows that sowing implies death, darkness, and loneliness, as the seed is planted in the
ground. But God does not forget the seed, any more than a farmer would forget the crop
that he has planted. In due time, that seed that falls into the ground and dies will bear
much fruit (John 12:24). God often has to plant us in situations of overwhelming despair
so that we look to Him alone.”

The partial regathering in the twentieth century in the present state of Israel has not undone all
of that widespread dispersion. We still await the final fulfilment. Guzik notes,
“In the 20th Century many Jewish people were gathered back to the land of Israel, and in
1948 Israel became a nation again – after more than 2,000 years of not being a nation.
Does the 20th Century gathering of Israel fulfill this prophecy? It fulfils it in part, but only
in part – because Israel will be gathered again in belief, not in rejection of the LORD and
His Savior. The gathering began in unbelief, but will end up in belief and trust in Jesus.”
The horrors of the Antichrist, the Great Tribulation, and the Battle of Armageddon have to be
faced yet so that the Jews are totally stripped of self-confidence and self-righteousness. Only
then will they cry in repentance to the Messiah. It will be the greatest revival in the history of this
world, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and
of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” (Zech.
12:10)
And just as the expulsion and scattering of the Jews served as a witness to the
world, so their restoration would serve as a story to the faithfulness of the God who
chastises, preserves and reinstates the people who have been called by His name, “And I
will strengthen them in the LORD; and they shall walk up and down in his name, saith the LORD.” These
promises would also cheer the lonely and despairing hearts of the Jews, “and their heart shall rejoice
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as through wine: yea, their children shall see it, and be glad; their heart shall rejoice in the LORD.” Their sense
of defeat and weakness will be replaced with rejoicing. Israel will no more be oppressed. The
Gentile world will be amazed at the final restoration of the Jews,
And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen,
which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I
am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their
eyes. For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean water
upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols,
will I cleanse you. (Ezekiel 35:23-25)
These promises have not been broken nor will they ever be broken. That is why there are
Christian Jews throughout this world today. They are not just God’s ancient people, but they are
His people today. Many of these promised blessings are yet to occur. Cole points out,
“Did Zechariah’s audience realize the fulfillment of these messianic promises? No. Did
their children? No. It has been 2,500 years and these things are still not fulfilled. The
Jews are back in the land, but they are not walking with God. They have not yet looked
on Him whom they pierced and mourned (Zech. 12:10). As God’s redeemed people, we
should be praying for the conversion of the Jews and all of God’s elect from every
nation.”
All of the promises given by God to Abraham, Moses, and David must be fulfilled to the Jewish
people. That is why the Jews are often referred to as “God’s Prophetic Timepiece.” William
Cowper wrote of their importance,

They and they only amongst all mankind
received the transcript of the Eternal Mind,
Were trusted with His own engraven laws,
And constituted guardians of His cause.
Theirs were the prophets, theirs the priestly call,
And theirs by birth the Saviour of us all.
Nothing can thwart God’s plans, purposes, and promises. The prophecies of the Bible about the
Jews show the God of the Bible to be true and trustworthy. God’s Words will never pass away,
“Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.” (Luke 21:33) This is history
written in advance. We can read it and rejoice. For we are part of this glorious future.
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