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“UNDERSTANDING LIFE – BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES” 

“LESSONS FOR LIVING LIFE” (Ecclesiastes 12:1-14) 

Solomon has spent nearly 40 years experimenting and researching the pleasures of this material 
world. Tragically he wasted much of his time and talents on things that had no value. He will now 
bring this study to a final conclusion. In this final chapter, Solomon will state three things about 
life that will bring success and satisfaction:  

(1) THINGS TO REMEMBER (v1-8) 
(2) THINGS TO BE TAUGHT (v9-12) 
(3) THINGS TO DO (v13-14)  

 

 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 

thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them (v1) 

Solomon begins his final exhortation by addressing young people. He begins with “days” but ends 
this maxim with “years” as the one so quickly leads to the other. Youth does not last forever. The 
old King pleads with his hearers to put God first in their lives, “Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth.” The idea of this word “remember” is more than merely thinking about God but rather 
has the meaning of listening and to commit ourselves to Him, with the intention to obey. This is 
the Old Testament version of Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” When you are young, life seems to stretch endlessly before 
you but the time remaining will be over faster than we think, “while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.” The greatest time for choices is in youth.  

While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: In the 
day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease 
because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened, And the doors shall be shut in the 

streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of 
musick shall be brought low; Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, 

and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth 
to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: (v2-6) 

Solomon then sets forth one of the most vivid descriptions of old age using symbols from nature. 
It is well said that aging is when everything hurts, and what doesn’t hurt doesn’t work! We know 
Solomon’s father, David was a powerful, energetic physical man in his prime, but he physically 
deteriorated in his latter years. Solomon may well have noted the same decline in his frame by this 
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stage. An old man told his friends, “I don’t go out much now because my parents won’t let 
me…Mother nature and Father time!” 

Solomon begins this poetic description of advancing age by comparing the aging process 
to the planetary world, “While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened.” By this 
symbolism, the King is reflecting that aging has a physical and emotional decline. The lights grow 
dim in our emotional and physical lives. Our memory fades and our speed of reaction slows. 
Gloom and disorientation often begin to settle in. Even the good days seem to cost us, “nor the 
clouds return after the rain.” McGee points out, “Time flies and one sad experience follows another. 
The clouds return after the rain. When you get old, you can go out and have a great day, but believe 
me, you must take three or four days to rest up afterward. I have learned that.” 

 
When as a child, I laughed and wept; time crept. 

When as a youth, I dreamed and talked; time walked. 
When I became a full grown man, time ran. 

When older still I daily grew, time flew. 
Soon I shall find in traveling on, time gone. 

Solomon then describes the aging process using a metaphor of a house that is falling apart over 
time, “In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the 
grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened.” The once strong 
upright physical specimen of humanity eventually becomes now stooped and the muscles atrophy. 
Even the teeth show the effects of aging, “and the grinders cease because they are few” and the eyesight 
dims, “and those that look out of the windows be darkened.” The aged person struggles with insomnia and 
is easily awakened, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird” and his hearing diminishes, “and all the 
daughters of musick shall be brought low.” 

 
The young are self-confident and adventurous but the old are less daring and avoid risks, “Also 
when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way.” The blossoming almond tree is 
white and so Solomon uses that picture of the greying hair, “and the almond tree shall flourish.” Like 
the insect dragging its heavy loads, the elderly struggle with burdens, and the grasshopper shall be a 
burden.” Solomon draws this unhappy description with aging, “and desire shall fail.” The natural 
passions and desires of life wane with passing time. Hubbard points out,  

“Perhaps the most poignant phrase in the catalog of woes is this, ‘and desire fails.’ To 
Solomon who prized life’s simple enjoyments: work, food, drink, love – the failing of desire 
meant the loss of what he deemed good. Therefore, he urged his young students to 
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‘remember also your Creator, who has given us good things to enjoy and the youthful 
power to enjoy them.’” 

This description isn’t without hope, “because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets.” There is light at the end of the tunnel. We step out of time into eternity, Guzik is right to 
observe,  

“At the end of man’s advancing age is his eternal home – not the unknown grave and 
darkness. The Preacher has now set man’s advancing age in connection with eternity, not 
vanity.” 

 
 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God 

who gave it. Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. (v6-8) 

Solomon pictures life using four expressions which he divides into pairs -  (1) a golden bowl or 
lamp suspended in their air by a silver cord (2) a pitcher lowered into a well by a rope running 
round a wheel. In the first picture, when the cord snaps, the bowl shatters in pieces and in the 
second when the wheel breaks the pitcher is also shattered. Both are suddenly and irreparably 
damaged. The pieces cannot be put back together again. This is a powerful picture of the fragility 
and finality of life. It doesn’t matter how elaborately decorated or expensive the bowl is – falls and 
crumbles. Death is truly no respecter of persons, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” We all come into this world with nothing and we leave with 
nothing. The grave is the great leveller of humanity. Solomon reveals why it is so vital to get right 
with God before death, “and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” After death, there is a certain 
judgment for all. We all stand before God and we all account for our lives. 

Someone has well-said, “You’re not ready to live, until you’re ready to die.” Solomon now 
returns full circle to his original proposition. Without God life has no value or satisfaction, “Vanity 
of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.” Everything is meaningless. This is another way of asking the 
question, “Is that all there is?” Life is empty if you are just living it for here and now. Clarence 
Darrow was a renowned criminal lawyer and atheist at the end of his life confessed: 
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“My colleagues say that I am a success. Many honours have come my way, but in the Bible 
is a sentence, which expresses the way I feel about my life. That sentence is this: ‘We have 
toiled all night and taken nothing.’” 

And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and 
sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was 
written was upright, even words of truth. The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters 
of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many 

books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. (v9-12) 

In light of these facts, Solomon pushes his readers to further conclusions for a successful life. He 
recounts how he searched out these truths for their benefit, “And moreover, because the preacher was 
wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. 
The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.” As 
a wise and faithful shepherd, Solomon wants to protect his sheep from making the same mistakes 
he made.  

 Solomon knew that in order to be faithful to his people he had to be very blunt, “The words 
of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.” 
Like the pointed sticks or goads that were sharpened to prod the cattle the right way, so Solomon 
used the sharp sword of God’s word to wound and direct. His word must also sink deeply into 
our minds and hearts like a sharp nail that is embedded in the ground or the  wall. Such words of 
truth secured their hearts to the righteous paths, “and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies.” 
Swindoll notes, “A well-driven stake keeps the tent in place. It secures it to the ground.” The Word 
of God is to prick sharply and hold us firmly, 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according 
to thy word.  With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from 
thy commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee (Psa. 119:9-11) 

 

 
 

There is always a temptation for man to default to man’s wisdom. That’s is part of the fallen nature 
– to substitute God’s wisdom for that of humanity. But the greatest scholar of all, King Solomon 
warns that this is a pointless and unfulfilling search, “ And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of 
making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.” Clarke notes,  
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“Two thousand years have elapsed since this was written; and since that time some millions 
of treatises have been added, on all kinds of subjects, to those which have gone before. 
The press is still groaning under and teeming with books, books innumerable; and no one 
subject is yet exhausted, notwithstanding all that has been written on it.”  

Solomon isn’t teaching us here to set aside all the writings of men. But he is simply putting such 
writings in their rightful place. You can study man’s books for the next 1000 years but you won’t 
advance in wisdom beyond what’s stated in God’s Word. 

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 

evil. (v13-14) 

The 12 chapters of research, investigation and preliminary conclusions lead this restless soul, 
Solomon to this final conclusion for a successful life. We must put God first and everything else 
will lead from that, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 
for this is the whole duty of man.” There is no greater duty than this. Everything else is merely incidental. 
Jesus put it this way, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). A proper understanding of 
God always leads to greater faith and obedience. When God is in His rightful place in our lives it 
will be balanced. It is the beginning and the end of a successful life!  

 

 
 

The Bible repeatedly teaches that every sinner must stand before God and give an account of his 
or her life, “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be evil.” This life is not all there is. Kidner explains,  

“There is, and will be, and eternal accounting for everything we do. This is the complete 
opposite of believing that all is vanity or meaningless; it means that everything has meaning 
and importance, both for the present and for eternity. “If God cares as much as this, 
nothing can be pointless.”” 

God has a book containing every sinful thought, word, and deed every man has committed, 
“and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” (Rev. 
20:12) We may forget them but God never does. The sins in these books are read out to prove the 
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guilt of all and also to determine the degree of punishment in the Lake of Fire (cf. Matt. 11:20-24). 
There will be no innocent people in hell! The wicked may prosper for awhile in this chaotic world 
but they won’t get away with it. Hell is God’s eternal witness to His holiness and His hatred of sin. 
It is also a testimony to the depravity of the devil, his angels, and all the ungodly of humanity. If 
we truly understood the seriousness of our sin, we would fully understand why God had to create 
hell as the Lake of Fire. When God declared, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 
(Heb. 10:31), He truly meant it.  

Solomon wasted most of his life as King on things that had no profit. He pleads with us 
today not to follow in his foolish footsteps to avoid these dead-end streets. Let’s learn from 
Solomon’s experience. We must prayerfully and humbly seek God’s grace to avoid the pitfalls he 
fell into. For there are no strong Christians – just a strong God. The things you can see will all 
perish so keep your eyes on what is not seen. The Lord never promised the journey through this 
world would always be easy or pleasant but He did promise the arrival would be worthwhile. 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING THAT WILL LAST FOR ETERNITY? The Lord Jesus Christ 
posed the question, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark 8:36)  

 

 
How have I recently experienced the fleeting and frustrating nature of life? What has been my 
response? Man can live life with joy and satisfaction but only in the fear of God. The Lord demands 
us to give Him the rightful place He deserves in our lives. Don’t burn your candle for the devil 
and blow the smoke of a wasted life in the face of God! The motto for our lives should be summed 
up in these words, “Fear God, and keep his commandments.” Let us start living that way from today.  

 

 
 

 
 


