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“UNDERSTANDING LIFE – BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES” 

“WISDOM TO SEE LIFE” (Ecclesiastes 7:11-29) 

Solomon argues in chapter 7 that God’s wisdom will deliver us from a vain, empty life. He argues 
that: 

(1) WISDOM HELPS MAKE LIFE BETTER (v1-10) 
(2) WISDOM HELPS US SEE LIFE THE RIGHT WAY (v11-29)  

This v11-29 section of Ecclesiastes deals with how with wisdom and maturity we can realistically 
evaluate life. 

Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun. For wisdom is a defence, 
and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it. (v11-12) 

The first thing in this section Solomon argues is that wisdom enables us to understand the use of 
wealth better, “Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun.” Money 
can be wasted by unwise heirs but wisdom keeps it value and acts as a shelter or defence for those 
who have it. For a wise person will know how to get and use money, “For wisdom is a defence, and 
money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it.” We have an 
expression “a fool and his fortune is soon parted.” This saying is likely derived from one of 
Solomon’s proverbs, “There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man 
spendeth it up.” (Prov. 21:20)   

Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked? In the day of prosperity 
be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set the one over against the other, to the end that man 

should find nothing after him. (v13-14) 

Solomon then argues that wisdom enables us to understand providence, “Consider the work of God: 
for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?” He argues that we must not resist God’s 
providence. For a wise man can discern God’s providential will and then will seek to cooperate 
with it, “Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?. Wiersbe has 
these helpful comments to say about this verse, 

“If God makes something crooked, He is able to make it straight; and perhaps He will ask 
us to work with Him to get the job done. But if He wants it to stay crooked, we had better 
not argue with Him. We don’t fully understand all the works of God (11:5), but we do 
know that “He hath made everything beautiful in its time” (3:11). This includes the things 
we may think are twisted and ugly.” 

WHAT IS PROVIDENCE? - The Bible teaches that God is the ultimate governor of the 
universe, “who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). For if God is not in control 
of all things, then He is not sovereign, and if He is not sovereign, then He is not God. God mostly 
acts sovereignly in our lives by providence. 

The word “providence” comes from the Latin provideo, which means that I see a thing 
beforehand (“pro” = before; “video” = I see).  When put together,  these two words literally means 
“to see before.” The providence of God means that He not only sees whatsoever will come to 
pass but that He upholds all things, He governs and directs all events in all the time and in every 
circumstance for, first His own glory and, second for the ultimate blessing of His children.  
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Divine providence takes our choices into account and, in the infinite wisdom of God, sets 
a course to fulfill God’s will. Therefore, there is no such thing as “coincidence” or “luck” in the 
life of a Christian.  The doctrine of providence is not as “glamorous” for most Christians as when 
God does some spectacular miracles like parting the Red Sea or raising the dead. But providence 
is just as much God’s power as any miracle. John MacArthur explains, 

“There are two ways God can act in the world: by miracle and by providence. A miracle 
has no natural explanation. In the flow of normal life, God suddenly stems the tide and 
injects a miracle. Then He sets the flow back in motion, just like parting the Red Sea until 
His people could walk across and closing it up again. Do you think it would be easier to 
do that—to say, “Hold it, I want to do this miracle” and do it—or to say, “Let’s see, I’ve 
got 50 billion circumstances to orchestrate to accomplish this one thing”? The latter is 
providence. Think, for example, of how God providentially ordered the lives of Joseph, 
Ruth, and Esther. Today He does the same for us.” 

The discerning believer can detect the providential fingerprints of God revealed in our lives. This 
is effected through seemingly natural and insignificant means that are not discernible. By working 
in this hidden and mysterious way, God demonstrates His glory even more. God is able to use 
ordinary events to produce extraordinary results! 

Solomon makes clear that in life there is good days and bad days, “In the day of prosperity be joyful, but 
in the day of adversity consider.” We must learn to rejoice in the blessings because to despise the gifts 
is to despise the Giver. But wisdom enables us to “consider” or learn carefully the lessons from the 
hard days, “but in the day of adversity consider.” Some of our best times are those times when we have 
to battle to survive the storms of life. Along with the physical struggles of age, decay, earning a 
living, we spiritually battle the world, the flesh and the devil every day. This is all God’s sovereign 
choice, “God also hath set the one over against the other.” He gives us blessings to make us happy and 
burdens to keep us humble. Anything that drives us to our knees is good for the soul. 

Earth is not meant to be heaven. In our earthly pilgrimage, the future is uncertain to us. 
For only God can see around the corners. Today may be a day of rejoicing but tomorrow may be 
a day of weeping. We are only promised that the Lord will provide us the grace to endure (1 Cor. 
10:13) and that it all ends well in glory, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” (1 Cor. 2:9) We need 
to learn how to profit from both pain and pleasure.  

Solomon warns that God is not going to explain everything to us, “God also hath set the one 
over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.” We are called to live our lives by 
promises and not by explanations. God has appointed that our lives must be walked by faith. We 
must never think we know it all. Wisdom combined with experience and maturity will keep us 
humble. Serve the Lord with all your heart, mind and body and be content that God is in control 
of the results. Accept that or your life is going to be deeply frustrating in repeatedly discovering 
that we can’t control and explain everything. The Puritan writer, John Flavel once observed that 
we only learn the full meaning of God’s dealings in the future, when he wrote, “The providence 
of God is like a Hebrew word – it can only be read backwards.” Contentment can only be found 
through trust in God’s providence. We must simply accept that all things are under control, 
however, by Someone far greater than you or I. 

All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is 
a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness. Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over 
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wise: why shouldest thou destroy thyself ? Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die 
before thy time? It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for 

he that feareth God shall come forth of them all. (v15-18) 

Solomon then reveals that God’s wisdom enables us to understand righteousness and sin. He 
begins by raising a conundrum, “All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that 
perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.” Why do some 
good people die young and some evil live such long lives? The first man, Abel who died in this 
world died young as a martyr for righteousness whereas his killer, Cain was allowed to live a long 
life of persistent rebellion. Without God and eternity to come, this thought might depress us. But 
the answer to this seeming conundrum is Psalm 73. The wicked often have their temporal reward 
now (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16). They may gain the world but in the end they lose their souls. For God 
doesn’t settle accounts immediately. Most people hate to wait. I know I do. God’s timing may not 
coincide with “our thinking” but His timing is always perfect. Don’t make snap judgments by 
taking a short term view.  

This v16-18 statement has been much misunderstood. What does Solomon mean by “Be 
not righteous over much” and “Be not over much wicked”? This is not Solomon calling us to sin moderately! 
Rather, Solomon is simply warning about the danger of being self-righteous or the danger of 
swinging to the other extreme and trusting in self-wisdom. The devil can snare us at both ends of 
the spectrum. No doubt Solomon witnessed many such examples in his palace over his long reign. 
Veldey rightly points out,  

“Now Solomon advocates what might be called the Golden Mean. But in so doing, he 
does not mean that moderate wickedness is allowable. A strict Pharisaic legalism is bad but 
that does not mean that a man can then indulge himself. Liberty is not license. If God is 
properly worshiped, man will live a well- balanced life.”  

Rather, we are called to walk in reverence of God, “also from this withdraw not thine hand: for 
he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.” It was Solomon who made clear in another writing, 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Prov. 9:10) The man who fears God will avoid all 
extremes. The self-righteousness of the hypocrite and false wisdom of the proud, licentious man 
are equally abhorrent. Don’t go overboard trying to be a Pharisee or by trying to be an Epicurean 
libertarian. Keep everything in proper perspective. Walk in the path that God has outlined for you 
in Scripture. That’s true wisdom.  

Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city. For there is not a just man upon 
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. (v19-20) 

In this last section of v19-29, Solomon will show that wisdom helps us to face life stronger, 
“Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city. For the possession of wisdom 
will make a man more powerful than even ten mighty rulers in a city.  

Wisdom helps us to face spiritual realities. It teaches us that evil is not something simply 
outside of us but in us, “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.” We can’t 
simply reform the outside without a change from the inside. At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, The Times of London Newspaper published an editorial “What’s Wrong with the World?” 
They invited eminent authors to write essays in response to this question. The philosopher G. K. 
Chesterton gave the most succinct yet most profound response. His reply took the form of a letter: 
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Dear Sirs, I am. Sincerely yours, G. K. Chesterton. Although he was not a believer, Chesterton had 
stumbled on the truth that the problems of mankind are tied up in the nature of each of us.  

Now you do not need to go to a prison to witness this – every board room, university 
class, office, housing development, school playground are full of people behaving just like this. 
Yes, they may be superficially friendly and complimentary to one another but look closer and 
deeper and you will witness the sarcasm, cutting remarks, bitterness, jealousy, rivalry, and naked 
self-interest at work. Watch how they gossip about one another and to one another. There you 
will see the poison of their tongues.  

Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee: For oftentimes also thine 
own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others. (v21-22) 

Wisdom enables us to understand and work around the weaknesses of human nature, “Also take 
no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee.” Maybe this is the origin of the 
children’s rhyme, “Sticks and stones may hurt my bones but words will never hurt me.” We must 
start to see ourselves and our fellow man from God’s perspective. The devil is the slanderer of the 
brethren and Satan has many disciples running around. The gossip only reveals who they really are 
and nothing more. We all deal with criticism by gossips sooner or later. No one can escape it. Sadly 
it happens among the people of God. CH Spurgeon advised his Bible College students that they 
need to have one blind eye and one deaf ear to those that gossip about them and to them. He 
pointed out from James 3:8 that, “What can’t be cured must be endured, and the best way of 
enduring it is not to listen to it.” 

 

 
We are told to be self-critical, balanced and mature in our assessment this. For we ourselves are 
perennially attracted to the same sin of gossiping, “For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou 
thyself likewise hast cursed others.” We are all guilty of this on multiple occasions. Someone has said, 
“If each knew what one said about the other, there would not be two friends left in the world.” 
Look beyond the pathetic critic. Be balanced and mature. Ignore the gossip. For he or she that 
gossips to you will gossip about you. Socrates famously asked for double fees to teach oratory to 
his students. He told them this is because, “I must teach you two sciences: the one how to hold 
your tongue and the other how to speak.” Brian Bell gives great advice, 

“Great minds talk about ideas; mediocre minds talk about things; small minds talk about 
other people. Satan may want to use criticism as a weapon to batter us; but if we let Him 
God can use it as a tool to build us.”  

All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. That which is far off, and 
exceeding deep, who can find it out? I applied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the 

reason of things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness: (v23-25) 
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A wise man grasps the nature of man (v20), the weaknesses of man (v21-22) but also his inability 
to discern the meaning of all of what God is doing around him (v23-25). Wisdom teaches us a 
man that he knows what he doesn’t know! He accepts that there are some investigations that must 
be left where they are without answers. Therefore, he is content to live life with those limitations. 
Solomon was given the greatest natural wisdom of any man and yet he confessed he had many 
gaps in his understanding, “All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me. 
That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?” He searched as deeply as he could, “I applied 
mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness 
of folly, even of foolishness and madness.” But ultimately he had to concede his enquiries led him to 
questions he could not answer. This humility is what made Solomon truly wise. 

It is true that science has improved our understanding of life but it cannot account for 
everything. Science cannot explain, 

(1) Mathematics and logic (science cannot prove them because it pre-supposes them), 
(2) Metaphysical truths (such as, there are minds that exist other than my own),  
(3) Ethical judgments (you can’t prove by science that the Nazis were evil, because morality is 

not subject to the scientific method), 
(4) Aesthetic judgments (the beautiful, like the good, cannot be scientifically proven) and, 

ironically 
(5) Science itself - the belief that the scientific method (i.e. searching for causes by observation 

and repetition) discovers truth can’t be proven by the scientific method itself.  Science 
itself is simply a product of the mind. 

And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso 
pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her. Behold, this have I found, saith the 

preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account: Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among 
a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not found. Lo, this only have I found, that God 

hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions. (v26-29) 

Wisdom helps us understand the true nature of man – he is totally depraved. We find sin all around 
us. Solomon takes the illustration of a woman who seeks to seduce man, “whose heart is snares and 
nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.” 
Doubtless, Solomon was thinking of how he was seduced by the beauty and charms of thousands 
of such women. 

But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites: 
Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall 
not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. And he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned 
away his heart. (1 Kings 11:1-3) 

Drawing from his personal failure with the thousand women, Solomon cries his loss, “Which yet 
my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a woman among all those have I not 
found.” Sensuality hindered him finding wisdom. The odd man or two like Nathan the prophet 
proved to be a true friend by warning him of his sin. Interestingly, the Jews have a tradition that 
Solomon set two honorary seats beside his throne of Solomon, one for Gad the seer and one for 
Nathan the prophet. 
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The King found no real wisdom in the sinfulness of humanity, “Lo, this only have I found, 
that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions.” He concluded that we can only 
count on God. Turning again to Wiersbe, 

“Created in the image of God, man has the ability to understand and harness the forces 
God put into nature, but he doesn’t always use this ability in constructive ways. Each 
forward step in science seems to open up a Pandora’s box of new problems for the world 
. . . And besides that, man has used his abilities to devise alluring forms of sin that are 
destroying individuals and nations. Yes, there are many snares and temptations in this evil 
world, but the person with godly wisdom will have the power to overcome. Solomon has 
proved his point: wisdom can make our lives better and clearer and stronger. We may not 
fully understand all that God is doing, but we will have enough wisdom to live for the 
good of others and the glory of God.” 

Although Solomon believes that man is totally depraved now, he notes that God didn’t create man 
depraved, “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright” but it was man that chose to sin 
by his own free choice, “but they have sought out many inventions.” However, that also is the key to 
redemption. God alone can restore man. Kidner notes, “Since futility was not the first word about 
our world, it no longer has to be the last.”  

 

 
 

Swindoll defined wisdom as, “The God-given ability to see life with rare objectivity and to handle 
life with rare stability.” There are many questions that remain unanswered in life this side of 
eternity. God is always at work whether we see him or not.  Right now we see through a glass darkly. But 
better days are coming when all will be made plain. We must be balanced, humble, self-examining, 
and meek in our lives. That is the path to true wisdom. We must live through the sunshine and 
storms of life with unshakable contentment. We are not in charge of life. Only God is in charge. 
Leave Him to do His job. You don’t have to solve all your own problems. You can’t anyway. 

Remind yourself today what God sends us is always designed to benefit. Only God sees 
the big picture. Remember, the Lord is more concerned with moulding us to make godly character 
within us than He is concerned about the circumstances around us. Great is our fickleness but 
Great is thy faithfulness. Laying hold of God’s promises build character and make us better 
servants. We have enough facts and promises from God’s revealed wisdom to live our lives for 
His glory. Let us do so.  
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When God wants to drill a man, 
And thrill a man, 
And skill a man; 

When God wants to mold a man 
To play the noblest part, 

When he yearns with all his heart 
To create so great and bold a man 
That all the world shall be amazed, 
Watch his methods, watch his ways 

 
How he ruthlessly perfects 

Whom he royally elects. 
How he hammers him and hurts him, 
And with mighty blows, converts him 

Into trial shapes of clay 
Which only God understands. 

 
While his tortured heart is crying, 

And he lifts beseeching hands. 
How he bends but never breaks 
When his good he undertakes. 

How he uses 
Whom he chooses, 

And with every purpose, fuses him, 
By every act, induces him 
To try his splendor out. 

God knows what he's about. 
 
 
 


