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“UNDERSTANDING LIFE – BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES” 

“MONEY, MONEY, MONEY” (Ecclesiastes 6:1-12) 

The craving for wealth is a sin that has cursed mankind since the Fall. Man sings “Money, Money 
Money” but he will discover the craving for possessions cannot satisfy. Fallen man spends his time 
racing down cul-de-sacs, desperately seeking something he can never find.  G. Campbell Morgan 
gave this powerful description of what a lust for money does to a man,  

“It dries up the springs of compassion in the soul. It lowers the whole standard of morality. 
It is the inspiration of all the basest things, even covetousness. . . . Avarice is often created 
by prosperity and the consequent possession of money. It is also often powerfully present 
in the lives of those who are devoid of wealth. It is wholly material, the result of a wrong 
conception of life.”  

Solomon will reflect more in chapter 6 on the futile chase for wealth. He will show that even those 
who appear to have it all struggle with no enjoyment (v1-6), work for no satisfaction (v7-9), and 
have no answers to life’s ultimate questions (v10-12).  

There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: (v1) 

These observations in this section are “under the sun,” which is Solomon reflecting on life from the 
viewpoint of a man without God. It is way to describe how the majority of people view life, “and 
it is common among men.” The old King makes clear what he observes is “is an evil which I have seen.” 
Solomon doesn’t sugar coat the disaster of a life without God.  

 

 
A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he 

desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil 
disease. (v2) 

The first man that Solomon observes is one who has it all, “riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth 
nothing for his soul of all that he desireth” but yet this man isn’t able to find joy in the abundant blessings 
given to him. To compound his state of misery, Solomon notes two further disappointments: 
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(1) HE CANNOT ENJOY THEM – “yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof” 
(2) A STRANGER PROFITS INSTEAD OF HIM – “but a stranger eateth it” 

This man was so busy acquiring all of these rewards that he forgot to enjoy or was unable to enjoy 
or he had no time to enjoy them. He had all these things within his reach and yet missed the 
opportunity to enjoy them. Here’s a person with all the “toys,” but none of the “joys.” The key 
expression is “yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof.”  Enjoyment is not found in more material 
possessions, it is a gift which God must give. For if God removes enjoyment, no amount of effort 
is going to extract enjoyment from these possessions. Pritchard gives a helpful illustration,  

“Here is a truly sad story. A man works years and years climbing to the top of his 
profession. When he finally makes it to the top, everything is taken away from him. We 
aren’t told what happened, but many explanations come to mind. Perhaps he had a heart 
attack or lost his health and was forced to retire early. Or it could be that one of his 
employees conspired with the Board of Directors to remove him from power. Or he might 
be falsely accused of wrongdoing and publicly humiliated. Solomon’s point is clear: God 
gives wonderful gifts but that doesn’t necessarily mean that we will enjoy them.”   

If we ignore the Giver of the gifts, the Giver has a way of causing us not to enjoy the gifts! It is 
like watching a billionaire, with access to the finest cuisine, but barely able to eat more than a few 
spoonfuls of porridge. 

 

 
There is clearly an element of autobiography here for Solomon. For he had been given in 
abundance riches, fame, power, intelligence, youth, and looks.  

 The additional tragic angle in this story is not only did this wealthy man miss the 
opportunity to enjoy these things but a stranger did instead. This “stranger” may have been distant 
relatives, disease, thieves, ill-health or some other disaster. What a tragedy to receive such gifts and 
not be able to enjoy them. This is despite the fact that they were bestowed upon the man by a 
gracious providence, “A man to whom God hath given.” Every day we see the jaded lives of those who 
have everything but cannot enjoy anything they have. Their faces betray their unhappiness and 
discontent with life. Solomon saw right through such a tragic life, “this is vanity, and it is an evil 
disease.” 

If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be 
not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely birth is better than he. For he cometh 

in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness. Moreover he hath not 
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seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other. Yea, though he live a thousand years twice 
told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place? (v3-6) 

Solomon then speaks of another man. This man is rich, lives a long life, and has many children, 
unlike the previous man in v2 who left everything for strangers to devour. Surely he is blessed and 
happy? This must be a recipe for contentment. But the man with many children, is struck down 
with an even greater tragedy. His 100 children don’t care about him throughout his long life. Maybe 
they quarrelled over money or business. There is no love for him in his large family. He doesn’t 
even have the respect of a proper burial. His many children only stayed around long enough for 
the reading of the will! For an Easterner to die without mourners and a proper funeral was 
considered a terrible insulting way to die. He leaves this world and no one cares, “For he cometh in 
with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness.” Solomon is driving us 
to the same conclusion as the man in v2. Without God, there is no lasting enjoyment in material 
things.  

Solomon even argues that such a life would be better not ever have occurred than to be 
rich and famous but miserable! For he argues a stillborn child is in a better situation because it 
bypasses the tragedy of a wasted life, “I say, that an untimely birth is better than he” and “Moreover he 
hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other.” This shows the bitterness of 
soul for a man who has sunk into a deep pit of despair. We aren’t surprised when someone in the 
agony and loss that Job experienced made a similar observation in Job 3 but what is surprising is 
that this despair is from a man who has had such great physical advantages in life. Contentment is 
a precious gift that not everyone receives. Kidner bewails, “One could have the things men dream 
of – which in Old Testament terms meant children by the score, and years of life by the thousand 
– and still depart unnoticed, unlamented, and unfulfilled.” 

 

 
Solomon ends his observations of this type of hopeless life by declaring, “Moreover he hath not seen 
the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other. Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, 
yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place?” We are all heading to the same piece of real estate in 
the grave – whether we get there in 2 hours or 2000 years. The one who dies a premature death 
and the one who dies in old age all meet in the graveyard. It was Benjamin Franklin who said,  

“Money never made a man happy yet, nor will it. There is nothing in its nature to produce 
happiness. The more a man has, the more he wants. Instead of it filling a vacuum, it makes 
one. If it satisfies one want, it doubles and trebles that want another way. That was true 
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proverb of the wise man. Rely upon it. Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble therewith.”  

All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. For what hath the wise more than the 
fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? (v7-8) 

Solomon takes time to analyse these situations. He argues that even the one that seeks to find a 
measure of satisfaction in his work will end up empty, “All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet 
the appetite is not filled.” Work doesn’t bring satisfaction to a life without God. Man cannot live by 
bread alone. He may love the long hours, the high pressure job, the competition to succeed, and 
the euphoric sense of triumph over his rivals. But even the workaholic has a spiritual dimension 
that can’t be filled by cents and dollars. Living to work rather than working to live doesn’t work! 
For the pursuit of work is a drug that the more we achieve, the more we crave, “and yet the appetite 
is not filled.” McGee points out, 

“The rich man can eat only three meals a day. He can sleep on only one bed at a time and 
he cannot live longer than the poor man no matter how many doctors he might have, and 
he takes nothing with him when he leaves. There is no picket in a shroud. Job was a rich 
man and he said that he had come here with nothing and he was going out the same way. 
It is rather empty to give one’s life to the pursuit of that which does not bring happiness 
here and has no value hereafter. Some people spend their lives in this kind of an 
emptiness.”  

This wise king knows that most people refuse to accept his judgment on the futility of the 
pursuit of wealth. Deep down, we think we can break the rule and find happiness in material 
possessions. So Solomon asks the hard-headed questions to upset our daydreams: “For what hath 
the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living?” The first question, 
“For what hath the wise more than the fool?” is the acknowledgment of this famously wise king that 
wisdom has very limited advantages. The wise and the fool suffer the same necessities such as 
food, drink, sleep and are both equally susceptible to the same diseases, dissolution, and death.  

 
Solomon isn’t encouraging idleness or giving up on education and ambition here, but taking time 
to emphasise that the pursuit of work cannot satisfy. The second question is equally despairing, 
“what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living?” There is no advantage in the poor man trying 
to better his situation by learning to act well before the rich. Self-improvement without God 
doesn’t really improve you.  

Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit. (v9) 
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Solomon points out that big dreams shouldn’t be elevated over reality, “Better is the sight of the eyes 
than the wandering of the desire.” The real thing you see is better than the fantasies you hope for. This 
is a familiar principle in Scripture. We must be content with what God has apportioned to us in 
life. The grass looks greener on the other side but that doesn’t mean it tastes better. We live in a 
real world and not in an illusory world. Big dreams don’t have results. It was Charles Swindoll who 
said, “Give me a hamburger, fries and a coke rather than a dream about a steak, dreams don’t fill 
empty stomachs.”  

That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he contend with him that is 
mightier than he. Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better? For who knoweth what 

is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man 
what shall be after him under the sun? (v10-12) 

The greatest foolishness is for the creature to think he is wiser than his Creator. Solomon argues 
that God is sovereign and we can’t change that fact. It is impossible to change God’s blueprint for 
life, “That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man.” His sovereignty is absolute. 
God alone controls the course of human events. Guzik explains, “The idea is that God is 
completely in control, and whatever one is, it is because the all-powerful God has named it 
already.”  

Solomon then points out that man’s arms are too short to try and metaphorically box with 
God, “neither may he contend with him that is mightier than he.” Don’t try to beat God at His own game. 
In other words, who knows better the secret to our finite lives? Is it God or is it you? C.S. Lewis 
said it so well: “To argue with God is to argue with the very power that makes it possible to argue 
at all.” As the wisest and richest fallen man who ever lived, Solomon is basically saying to us all, 
“wise up.” Our God reigns! He won’t share the throne with you. Only God can see around the 
corners, “for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?” Swindoll points out,  

“Disputing is a waste of time and effort. So long as I fight the hand of God, I do not learn 
the lessons He is attempting to place before me. Everything that touches me comes 
through the hand of my heavenly Father who continues to love me, who continues to 
maintain control of my life, who continues to be totally responsible for my life. He does 
the same with all His created things. That’s why He’s God!” 

The old King poses the heart searching questions, “For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all 
the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the 
sun?” As fallen man hangs over the edge of eternity, he cries in double bewilderment: 

(1) “For who knoweth what is good for man in this life” - what values should I build life on? What is 
really good and bad? We assume we know best for our lives to make us happy. But do we 
really? Would more wealth or poverty help? Health or sickness? Fame or obscurity?  

(2)  “For who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?” -  what plans do I have for the 
future? What will be my legacy? After death: then what? As despairing man looks to the 
future he sees more uncertainty and darkness.  

Solomon seems to end in total despair. It seems the more he looks, the more questions he has and 
the less answers he finds. But Solomon is really dragging the stubborn, proud man to the inevitable 
conclusion that our lives are so limited that it is better to follow God’s wisdom so we don’t waste 
the few short years we have, “all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow?” All of Solomon’s 
wise investigations and conclusions combined to show him the emptiness of a life without God. 
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Our knowledge is limited so we’ve no right to second guess God or complain to Him about our 
circumstances. Prosperity isn’t always good for us and adversity isn’t always bad. We need to trust 
that God knows what is best. That is the only way to true blessing. For the greatest use of a life is 
to spend it for something that outlasts it in eternity. Don’t confuse fame with success. For it is 
better to be faithful than famous.  

We all relate to the journey of Solomon because, for so many of us, it is so similar to our 
own. All too many come to end of life and suddenly realise they’ve never lived.  

 

 
 

For a man to become truly rich, he must first come to terms with his inner poverty, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 5:3) Face the inescapable truth – You need God. 
It’s the Giver not the Gifts that brings real joy. Remember: No one achieves wealth without the blessing 
of God yet no one enjoys wealth without God’s blessing.  

 

MONEY WILL BUY A BED BUT NOT SLEEP;  

BOOKS BUT NOT BRAINS;  

FOOD BUT NOT APPETITE; 

 FINERY BUT NOT BEAUTY; 

 A HOUSE BUT NOT A HOME; 

 MEDICINE BUT NOT HEALTH; 

 LUXURIES BUT NOT CULTURE; 

 AMUSEMENT BUT NOT HAPPINESS. 
 
 
 
 
 


