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“UNDERSTANDING LIFE – BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES” 

“WORSHIP & WEALTH” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-20) 

Solomon erected the most wonderful and expensive building in this history of this world when he 
opened the glorious temple in Jerusalem. It was a place of unique craftsmanship and splendour. 
Now, Solomon makes some observations from observing the world at worship. He saw the Jews 
come and go making vows, praying, sacrificing, praising and making vows. As a very astute man, 
Solomon recognised that not everyone was sincere in this. 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for 
they consider not that they do evil. (v1) 

This expression “Keep thy foot” is a warning that simply means “watch your step.” The House of 
God is not a place to enter carelessly or irreverently. Solomon noted the insincere ways many of 
the professing believers offered their sacrifices. He labelled it “the sacrifice of fools” and declared that 
it was “evil.” 

Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a 

fool's voice is known by multitude of words. (v2-3) 

Another area of failure in worship that Solomon noted was in the prayers that people made. He 
warns, “Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God.” Often we 
simply come to the exercise of prayer with little real thought of God and how to enter His 
presence. We need to realize that prayer is having an audience with God, where we worship Him 
and lay our petitions before Him. That is why Solomon reminded us all that God is far above us 
and we are His subject creatures, “for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth.” 

PRAYER - The Scriptures paint a beautiful image of how God sees prayer. This picture is of a 
sweet savour or fragrance that ascends upwards and pleases God (Rev. 8:3). God delights in 
answering prayer as the Psalmist reveals, “O Thou that hearest prayer” (Psa 65:2). In another part of 
this Sermon on the Mount Christ promised, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt 7:7).  John Bunyan gives a classical definition of prayer,  

“Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God, through 
Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God hath 
promised, or according to the Word, for the good of the church, with submission, in faith, 
to the will of God.” 

Solomon was a man of effective prayers. One of the greatest prayers in the Bible is the one is 
prayed at the opening of the temple in 1 Kings 8. He warns to of the great failures in prayer are: 

(1) HASTY WORDS 
(2) TOO MANY WORDS 

Solomon points out that many pray unthinking verbose prayers, “a fool's voice is known by multitude 
of words.” The King warns, “therefore let thy words be few.” Prayer is not some formal ritual with little 
or no meaning or significance, but spiritual communion with the living God. The Bible makes 
clear that true prayer is thoughtful with the whole of the mind, will, and heart fully engaged. We 
are to “pray with the understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15), as bypassing the mind is unbiblical (Mark 12:30; 
John 4:23; 1Cor. 14:10). God does not delight in mere words or sounds, but the intelligent 
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approach of the mind of man in communion with Him. That does not mean that prayer cannot 
produce subjective feelings but simply that these are not the test of true prayer and, if present, are 
merely the by-product of thoughtful prevailing prayer that is pleasing to God. As we mature in our 
faith, believers can learn or memorize multiple forms of “stylish” prayer and although we feel 
obligated to pray we often forget we are obligated to think about it also. Spurgeon put it well, 

“To repeat a form of prayer a very large number of times has always seemed to the 
ignorantly religious to be a praiseworthy thing; but assuredly it is not so. It is a mere 
exercise of memory, and of the organs of noisemaking: and it is absurd to imagine that 
such a parrot exercise can be pleasing to the living God.” 

When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast 
vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not thy mouth to 
cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy 
voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers 

vanities: but fear thou God. (v4-7) 
A third area of worship that was often desecrated was the area of vows. Solomon sets out an 
absolute principle, “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay 
that which thou hast vowed.” A vow is a solemn promise to God and an oath before God, recognising 
Him as witness and judge to that vow’s obligations. Vows should never be broken or entered into 
frivolously. 

 
God treats such vows or covenant commitments as serious business. Therefore, think carefully 
before you take a vow – such as a marriage or church membership vow! Even when men do not 
take their vows seriously, God does. If you make vows, you better mean what you say. If you don’t 
mean it, you shouldn’t say it! For, “Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and 
not pay.” God holds every individual accountable for their public vows of commitment. Solomon 
warns that God will judge the broken vows, “Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou 
before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine 
hands?” Man may be fooled by hypocrisy but God never is. Don’t play games with God! Time does 
not diminish our obligation to promises. God’s correction may come a long time after the offence.  

The Throne of Grace is littered with a lot of unpaid vows. In a moment of blessing or 
crisis we often speak impetuously. Some of the biggest liars you will meet are professing Christians. 
They will promise to be with you, and stand by you, but as soon as any trouble comes they will 
turn on you. They will take solemn vows of commitment at the wedding altar or at their baptism 
but it doesn’t mean anything to them. They may say it with a tear in their eye and in an emotional 
voice but that doesn’t mean they will keep to it! Just because someone promises something is no 
guarantee they will keep their word. Only time will tell. The reason people make vows rashly and 
carelessly is that they have a low view of the Sovereignty of God and His knowledge. That is why 
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Solomon finishes this section by warning, “For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also 
divers vanities: but fear thou God.” 

 
If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at 
the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they. Moreover the profit of 

the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field. (v8-9) 
 
Solomon now turns to another subject that he is an expert on – wealth. For no man was wealthier 
than this great King. Every year hundreds of billions worth of gold worth flowed into Solomon’s 
coffers from his business dealings. Today’s rich would envy the riches of Solomon. Most people 
feel that if they could only get rich they could handle the pressures and the problems of life. 
Solomon will slay that myth here.  

Solomon notes first that the rich and powerful often use the legal system of Government 
to take advantage of others by injustice. Solomon warns us not to be surprised, “If thou seest the 
oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter.” We 
tend to be impressed (and intimidated) by the big skyscrapers, big corporations, and big stars of 
the entertainment, political and business world. Solomon teaches us that we are looking at such 
things from the wrong perspective. We need to view them from God’s perspective and we will see 
that they are very small compared to God, “marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest 
regardeth; and there be higher than they.” 
 

 
 
Solomon reminds all his readers of one of the ironies of being the monarch – that you still have 
to eat the food from the farmer’s fields, “Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served 
by the field.” One writer noted, 

 
“Without the field he cannot have supplies for his own house; and, 
unless agriculture flourish, the necessary expenses of the state cannot be defrayed. Thus, 
God joins the head and feet together; for while the peasant is protected by the king as 
executor of the laws, the king himself is dependent on the peasant; as the wealth of the 
nation is the fruit of the labourer’s toil.” 

 
He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also 

vanity. (v10) 
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Today, we still believe the lie that money can buy happiness. Solomon begins this section by 
teaching the great truism is that wealth cannot satisfy, “He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with 
silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase.” The more you have the more you want. That is why 
the self-made billionaire tycoons rarely retire. And if they do, they can’t find satisfaction.  But, they 
can’t get enough—always wanting more, always wanting bigger houses and businesses. At age 53, 
John D. Rockefeller (1839-1937) was the richest man on earth and the world’s only billionaire. He  

was once asked how much money would be enough for him. Rockefeller thought carefully before 
replying, “Just one more dollar.” Kidner notes, “If anything is worse than the addiction money 
brings, it is the emptiness it leaves. Man, with eternity in his heart, needs better nourishment than 
this.” 

 
In the book of Esther we read of a man called Haman, who was an Amalekite yet rose to effectively 
second in position to the king of Persia. Haman is a profound illustration of the dissatisfaction of 
the things of this world. He boasted to others “of the glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, 
and all the things wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and servants 
of the king” (Esther 5:11). Haman had everything he wanted but he admitted he still craved more, 
“Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate” (Esther 5:13). 
Considering he was an ethnic minority, this man should have been humbled with his incredible 
rise to power among the Persians. But the more he had, the more he craved. Chuck Swindoll made 
this observation, 

 
“Have you ever noticed that man never earns enough; a woman is never beautiful enough; 
clothes are not fashionable enough; cars are not nice enough; gadgets are never modern 
enough; homes are never furnished enough; food is never fancy enough; relationships are 
never romantic enough; life is never full enough?” And friend, it never will be for you, 
unless you realize, “To whom little is not enough, nothing is enough.”” 
 
It is true that wealth can purchase all kinds of immediate thrills and creature comforts, but 

they can’t permanently fill the void in your heart for meaning and happiness. Solomon declares in 
despair, “this is also vanity.” 
 

When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the 
beholding of them with their eyes? (v11) 

 
Another truism Solomon teaches is that wealth cannot solve every problem. We find that the more 
we have, the more our expenses increase, “When goods increase, they are increased that eat them.” The 
rich are surrounded by lazy and greedy relatives, vultures, fair weather friends, hangers on etc. 
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Many are so busy acquiring wealth that they have no time to enjoy it, “and what good is there to the 
owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?” 
 
The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer 

him to sleep. (v12) 
 
A third truism here noted is that wealth can’t provide peace. Solomon points out the great irony 
that he has observed that the common working man sleeps better “The sleep of a labouring man is 
sweet, whether he eat little or much” than the wealthy elites, “but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him 
to sleep.” The more we have, the more we worry and the less we sleep. John W. Rockefeller made 
the sad observation, “I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.” We 
tend to start to get ulcers over losing our wealth and making investments. And the more you have, 
the more people there are who will resent you for what you have. Life becomes more and more 
complicated. Man starts to build barriers in proportion to his growing wealth. Locks, safes and 
then armed guards and alarms are installed as our wealth increases because of spongers, jealousy, 
theft, beggars. We become fearful and suspicious of even family and friends suspecting they might 
take advantage of us or rob us. We feel tied down. Solomon also would write in Proverbs 15:16, 
“Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble therewith.” 
 
There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. But 

those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand. As he came forth of his 
mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry 
away in his hand. And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit hath 
he that hath laboured for the wind? All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath 

with his sickness. (v13-17) 
 
Solomon then deals with the issue of whether wealth will make you safer. He observed another 
thing about wealth, which is called “a sore evil.” This is that the more we have, the more we hoard, 
“riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.”  The richest people are often the meanest! One of the 
saddest things in life is a stingy wealthy Christian. Solomon then describes the same hoarder of 
wealth who went from rags to riches to rags. This man made unsound investments and lost 
everything, “As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall take 
nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.” For he came into this world with nothing and 
he left with nothing. The result was that there was no business for his children to inherit, “But those 
riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.” This led him to end his 
days in sorrow and discouragement, “All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and 
wrath with his sickness.” His wealth didn’t make him safer. And even if he preserved it in life, he lost 
in death. This life ultimately was one of failure because, despite all his planning and investing, his 
legacy was meaningless, “And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what 
profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind?” 
 

Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his 
labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion. Every man 
also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, 
and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because 

God answereth him in the joy of his heart. (v18-20) 
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Solomon comes to his conclusion about wealth. He isn’t arguing here for us to pursue poverty or 
riches. He is just warning against the delusion that riches can solve the deep problems of life. It is 
good to have the things money can buy, provided you don’t lose the things that money cannot 
buy. The key thing is to be content with what God has given you, “Behold that which I have seen: it is 
good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all 
the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it is his portion.” Don’t despise the Giver by ignoring the 
gifts. Enjoy the life the Lord has appointed for you, “for it is his portion” by embracing it with 
enthusiasm and a thankful heart. Remind yourself He gave it to you to enjoy “Every man also to 
whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to 
rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.” Adrian Rogers observes, 
 

“Now, this is not the pagan philosophy of “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow you 
die.” Solomon had already tried that. But, what he is saying is, “Don’t become a cynic. Just 
because of the perplexing riddles of life, don’t overlook the pleasant rewards of life.” God 
is a good God, and the Bible tells us, as we’re going to see in a moment, that “God gives us 
richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). God is saying, “Enjoy life.” God is not saying not 
to have a good time. God is not saying that, if you’re serious about life, that you can’t have 
a good time. You’re not to be some pale, sanctimonious recluse—not if you’re a Christian. 
If God has given you riches, enjoy them. If God has given you children and grandchildren, 
rejoice in that. If God has given you a new suit, wear it thankfully. God is constantly 
showering you with good things. And, since God is good, and God is the author of these 
good things, attack life. And, especially, when you’re young—don’t tell the young people 
not to have a good time. Tell the young people to have a good time. That’s what he’s 
saying: “Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not” (Ecclesiastes 
12:1). Be grateful for what you have. You see, the good life, the life that really satisfies, 
exists only when you stop wanting a better one. Enjoy what is rather than longing for what 
might be. God is good.” 

 

 
 
Godliness with contentment is great gain. We think we’d be happy with more things. Solomon 
warns we would not. The problem is that we don’t just quite believe him deep down.  We think it 
would be different for us.  And we would be happy.  Don’t play the game endlessly completing 
the sentence: “I think I could finally be happy if only I had ____.” Most of us would fill that blank 
in with the very things Solomon warned brings no lasting joy. A person who finds real satisfaction 
and contentment is the one who has learned to enjoy the life that is rather than the life that “could 
be. 


