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“FUTURE REIGN OF CHRIST” (Zechariah 8:1-23)
This chapter is focused on the future of Israel. It is a scene of great encouragement to the tiny
50,000 Jewish remnant. Their future was glorious. For God’s ultimate purpose is not changed
concerning His people, the land, and Jerusalem. The term the “LORD of hosts” is repeated 18
times in this chapter to emphasise that all the power and authority of Almighty God is behind
His eternal promises to the Jewish people. Warren Wiersbe observed, “God’s people don’t live
on explanations; they live on promises.”
TIMELINE OF END TIMES - At the return of Jesus Christ we might expect that the Lord
will proceed immediately to the Great White Throne Judgment and the Eternal Golden Age with
a new heaven and a new earth. However, God’s ways are not our ways. His redemptive plan
includes a parenthetical period of 1,000 years known as The Millennium (from two Latin words
mille meaning “a thousand” and annum meaning “year”). This Millennium is the consummating
bridge between the end of human history and the eternal state. It is an era when the curse is
partially lifted from the earth but not completely. The Millennium is prophesied in detail in the
Old Testament but the specific timeframe is set out in Revelation 20. The most popular
premillennial view is the Pre-Tribulation Premillennial position (“pre” meaning Christ returns
before the thousand year reign), which teaches a rapture of the Church before the beginning of
the Tribulation and the Millennium.

There are multiple prophecies that promise a future restored physical kingdom of Israel on the
earth that remain unfulfilled (including, though not an exhaustive list, Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 9:6-7;
Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 60; Isaiah 65; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 34:23-24; Ezekiel
37:21-27; Ezekiel 40-48; Daniel 2:44; Micah 4:1-8; Haggai 2:6-9; Zechariah 12-14). These
passages on a literal reading promise a time when Jesus Christ reigns from David’s throne over
the whole earth from Jerusalem, the salvation of the Jews, the Gentile nations coming to worship
and bringing their treasures to Jerusalem, and Israel having a prominent position. This earthly
Millennial reign of Christ is explicitly pointed to it as a future event in the Gospels, “He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
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David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke
1:32-33; cf. Acts 2:30; Isaiah 9:6-7)
Again the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for
Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto
Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of
the Lord of hosts the holy mountain. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old women
dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets of the city
shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. (v1-5)
This is the first detailed overview of the future millennium reign of Jesus Christ. It promises that
the city of Jerusalem will be rebuilt and the people will be at peace. God’s love for His people the
Jews is an eternal one (cf. Jer. 31:3). It is one based on a deep emotional attachment, “Thus saith
the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury.”
The Lord Jesus will physically reign on King David’s throne over the earth from
Jerusalem, “Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and
Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth.” The reign of Christ as Prince of Peace will bring a spiritual
transformation over the earth. It will be a worldwide display of His glory like never before. Jesus
Christ will rule with a rod of iron to enforce His will on the world and the Holy City. This is not
the Eternal Golden Age of Revelation 21-22 when sin and Satan are banished forever from the
New Heaven and the New Earth.

This reign of true peace will result in two vulnerable groups, the elderly and the young, feeling
secure to walk the streets of the Holy City, “There shall yet old men and old women dwell in the streets of
Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand for very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of boys
and girls playing in the streets thereof.” This must have been a great encouragement to Zechariah’s
fellow Jews because the city was not safe in those days. The same is true today.
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days, should it
also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the LORD of hosts. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save
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my people from the east country, and from the west country; And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the
midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. (v6-8)
The Lord promised two re-gatherings of the Jewish people. He promised to first re-gather them
from being scattered throughout the earth, “Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from
the west country; And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.” At this point in
Israel’s history, the vast majority of the Jews were scattered throughout the world. Only a tiny
remnant returned from Babylon but in the future many more would come back (cf. Isa. 43:5).
Then God promised to re-gather them spiritually so that they are reconciled to Him, “and they
shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness.” (cf. Rom. 10:21-11:2) Kenneth
Barker notes, “Israel’s predicted complete restoration to covenant favor and blessing rests on
nothing less than the faithfulness, veracity, and righteousness of God…. The theological
principle involved is that God is a saving, forgiving, delivering, restoring God - one who delights
to take ‘Not My People’ and make them ‘My People’”

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of
the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the
temple might be built. For before these days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there
any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his
neighbour. But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, saith the LORD of hosts.
For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the
heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. And it shall
come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you,
and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. (v9-13)
Just a few years before Zechariah’s prophecy, the city of Jerusalem was uninhabited and the
temple in ruins. Slowly the new temple was nearing completion. God was working for them.
There was no need to be discouraged or give up, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be
strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the
foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built.” The Lord promises
to touch their physical possessions and bless these faithful Jews. This is not a bribe from God
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but an acknowledgement from the Lord that they have matured and that He can now trust them
with His physical blessings. He pours out more material blessings on the people so that they can
now use more for God’s glory. Steve Cole notes,
“Twice the Lord tells the people, “Let your hands be strong” (8:9, 13). Twice He tells
them, “Do not fear” (8:13, 15). God doesn’t waste words. If He tells people twice to let
their hands be strong, we can assume that they were tending to be weak. If He tells them
twice not to fear, they were afraid. They were trying to rebuild the temple in the face of
fierce opposition. Jerusalem was still littered with rubble. There was no wall to protect
the city. The people had no army to defend themselves. So they were prone to be afraid
and to give up the work of rebuilding the temple. But God says, “Be strong! Do not
fear!” Sometimes it seems like working to build Christ’s church is not worth the effort. I
read recently that 1,500 pastors leave the ministry every month, many because of
frustration and discouragement. You try to advance the cause of Christ, but you get
attacked by fellow Christians. People you thought you could count on leave the church
without even talking to you to try to work through their problems. Others fall into sin
and go back into the world. Frankly, it’s easy to think, “What’s the use? I’ll go find
another line of work where I don’t have these hassles!” But the Lord says to us all, “Be
strong! Don’t fear! I will build My church and the gates of Hades will not overpower it”
(Matt. 16:18).”
For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith
the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to
the house of Judah: fear ye not. These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his
neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts
against his neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, saith the LORD. (v14-17)
The glorious promised future must lead the Jews of the remnant of Zechariah’s day to respond
in the present time. The promises were an encouragement for them to persevere and not give up
or backslide. The remnant from Babylon had still obligations to fulfil under the terms of the law
of God. They are to keep the Commandments in their generation, “These are the things that ye shall
do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: And let
none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath.” God works in different
ways in different times for different generations, but His character and standards never change.
And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The fast of the
fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of
Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace. (v18-19)
The Lord promises to reverse the order – the fasts will become feasts! There is no need to
sorrow over sin and failure when the bridegroom is present. We are called to rejoice when Christ
returns.
But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and
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joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the
voice of crying. (Isaiah 65:18-19)
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of
many cities: And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before
the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to
seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those
days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of
the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you. (v20-23)
The Millennium will be the greatest era in human history since Adam left the Garden of Eden.
Jesus Christ will be ruling in truth and righteousness from David’s throne in Jerusalem. The
fertility of the earth will revive, “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” (Isa. 35:1)

God’s blessed people are to become a blessing to all nations. This was God’s original purpose
for the Jewish people. They were called to be a light to the Gentiles and lead them to faith in the
true God, “And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and
to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation
unto the end of the earth.” (Isaiah 49:6) In setting apart one nation, God was seeking to reach the
whole world. But the Jews largely failed in this mission. Now God will bring the Gentiles to the
Jews, “It shall yet come to pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And the
inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek
the LORD of hosts: I will go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts
in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.”
Today the Jewish people are a problem for the nations of the world. The “Middle East
Question” is the unsolvable conundrum. Many Gentile nations are irritated by these
“troublesome Jews!” But that attitude will change in the future. The term “take hold of the skirt of
him that is a Jew” is an indication of the earnestness and deep desire of the Gentiles to seek the
help of the Jews for spiritual enlightenment. Isaiah saw a river of Gentiles flowing into Jerusalem
to worship the Lord (Isaiah 2:2-3).
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The expression “ten men” is an idiom reflecting a large number, “In those days it shall come
to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him
that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.” This future role of the
Jews leading the Gentiles to spiritual truth shouldn’t surprise the biblical student. Boice put it
well, “We are all clinging to the seamless robe of that one Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, who because of
His work on the cross is the only basis on which anyone may approach God and entreat Him for
spiritual blessings.”
Peace and justice will be worldwide., “And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke
many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:3-4) This will spiritually
transform this world, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one
LORD, and his name one.” (Zech. 14:9) John MacArthur sums up the radical changes,
“Politically and socially, the rule of Christ and His saints will be universal (Ps. 2:6–8; Dan.
2:35), absolute (Ps. 2:9; Isa. 11:4), and righteous (Isa. 11:3– 5). Spiritually, their rule will
be a time when the believing remnant of Israel is converted (Jer. 30:5–8; Rom. 11:26) and
the nation is restored to the land God promised to Abraham (Gen. 13:14–15; 15:18). It
will be a time when the Gentile nations also will worship the King (Isa. 11:9; Mic. 4:2;
Zech. 14:16). The millennial rule of Christ and the saints will also be marked by the
presence of righteousness and peace (Isa. 32:17) and joy (Isa. 12:3–4; 61:3, 7). Physically,
it will be a time when the curse is lifted (Isa. 11:7–9; 30:23–24; 35:1–2, 7), when food will
be plentiful (Joel 2:21–27), and when there will be physical health and well-being (Isa.
33:24; 35:5–6), leading to long life (Isa. 65:20).

For centuries mankind has spoken of an ideal society utopia. Man has failed to achieve that by
man’s efforts. Only the Perfect Man will bring true peace, justice, and rest. That will be when the
Prince of Peace and King of Kings has defeated the Tribulation foes and rules in righteousness
over this planet, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and
his name one.” (Zech. 14:9; cf. Habbk. 2:14)
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