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“CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” (Zechariah 6:1-15) 

Zechariah now will see the 8th and final vision from the Lord for His people. Many of the details 
are similar to the horsemen in Zechariah 1:7-17 who reported to the Lord about the ease of the 
nations. But in this final vision the emphasis is more on the horses than the riders. In 1:7-17 
these riders were sent to scout the earth and report back to the Lord, whereas here in Zechariah 
6 they are executing God’s purposes on the enemies of His people. MacArthur makes the point, 
 

“Now, four chariots represent war chariots. Chariots in those days formed the storm 
troops of an ancient army. And so, he looks and he sees these four war chariots and they 
represent vehicles of divine judgment on the nations. In other words – you remember 
the vision in chapter 1 where you had four horses. And the four horses when their – with 
their four horsemen were just sitting outside the city of Jerusalem. And they weren’t 
really doing anything. They had just reconnoitred over the whole world and they had 
come back and they had reported in. Well, those same four horses that weren’t really 
doing anything, all of the sudden now are transformed into four war chariots. And God 
is not just standing by watching; God has called His vehicles of divine judgment into 
action. And so, they advance to the final judgment.” 

 

 
 

And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two 
mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass. In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second 

chariot black horses; And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses. (v1-
3) 

 
The details of this vision reveal just 4 chariots, each with their own horses. They emerge from, 
“between two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.” Brass or bronze is frequently 
figurative for judgment in the Bible. The brazen altar in the Temple was where sin was judged 
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when sacrifices were burned. The Lord is pictured with feet of burnished brass in Revelation 1 
when He comes to crush His enemies in judgment, 
 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His 
head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a 
flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and 
his voice as the sound of many waters. (Rev. 1:13-15) 

 
Many interpreters place the scene of this vision in the Kidron Valley which runs between 

2 mountains being Mt Zion and Mt Olivet. The Kidron Valley is also called the “Valley of 
Jehoshaphat” (cf. Joel 3:2; Zech. 14:4), which means, “The Lord judges.” John MacArthur 
explains, 
 

“Well, since the fourth century with one of the early church fathers by the name of 
Eusebius, it has been the consensus of Bible scholars that the two mountains are Mount 
Zion and the Mount of Olives. Mount Zion and the Mount of Olives, which means that 
these chariots are literally roaring down the Kidron Valley. And those of you who’ve 
been to Israel know that to the east of the city of Jerusalem – have you all seen the 
Dome of the Rock, that shiny building, and the wall right behind it, which is the eastern 
wall of Jerusalem, and a slope going down? Well, that whole thing is on Zion. And the 
opposite mountain is the Mount of Olives. And in the middle, is the brook Kidron and 
that’s the valley. And so, it is likely that Zechariah literally sees these war chariots of God 
plummeting down the Kidron Valley between Zion and the Mount of Olives. And this 
has been the common Biblical interpretation. And what makes it fit so well is that the 
other prophets in the Old Testament tell us that the final judgment of the nations is 
going to take place in that area. 

 
The 4 chariots differ in terms of the colours of the horses that draw them: 
 

(1) RED HORSES 
(2) BLACK HORSES 
(3) WHITE HORSES 
(4) GRISLED AND BAY HORSES – speckled or pale 

 
Clearly, the colours represent different aspects of the ministry entrusted to each of the angelic 
beings controlling each chariot. Many commentators note that the colours are essentially the 
same as the four horsemen of the apocalypse in Revelation 6, who are the emissaries of God’s 
judgment in the Great Tribulation Period. So it is likely that the Zechariah 6 and the Revelation 6 
mission and purpose is similar. The colours in Revelation 6 are interpreted to mean: 
 

(1) RED HORSES – war/bloodshed  
(2) BLACK HORSES - famine 
(3) WHITE HORSES – victory/conquest 
(4) GRISLED/PALE – death/hell 
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The presence of horses and chariots suggests warfare and implies the swift and powerful 
judgment of God, “For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to 
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead 
with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many.” (Isaiah 66:15-16) We can conclude that these 
war-horses and chariots will go out to swiftly execute God’s judgment on the Gentile nations. 
 
Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord? And the angel answered 
and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the 

earth. (v4-5) 
 
Zechariah enquires as to the exact meaning of this vision, “What are these, my lord?” He is 
informed that these 4 chariots represent, “the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing 
before the Lord of all the earth.” These “four spirits of the heavens” are angelic creatures (Heb. 1:14) who 
stand before God under His command to do His bidding over the earth. So the 4 chariots and 
the 4 angels speak of the universality of this judgment. Steve Cole notes, 
 

“The number four (chariots, spirits of heaven) probably represents the four compass 
points, which indicates the universality of God’s judgment. He is also referred to as “the 
Lord of all the earth” (6:5), showing that no one is exempt.”  
 

 
 

The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the 
grisled go forth toward the south country. And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and 
fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro 

through the earth. (v6-7) 
 
Zechariah is then given further details as to the specific roles of each of these angelic creatures. 
The chariot with the black horses is assigned to the “north country” (Assyria/Babylon/Persia area) 
and the chariot with the grisled/speckled horses is assigned to the “south country” (Egypt area). 
Israel’s most formidable enemies came from the south in the form of Egypt and the north in the 
form of the Assyrians and Babylonians. MacArthur explains further, 
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“The black horses, famine and death, and the white horses, victory and conquest, go to 
the north. Why? Well, because historically, that’s where the greatest foes of Israel always 
came from. Nobody ever attacked Israel from the east, never. In the first place, they were 
practically impregnable from the east. Because of the tremendous distance that you had 
to march straight up to get to the city of Jerusalem, which sat on a plateau, and because 
you would have to cross the worst part of the Arabian desert. So whether it was Assyria 
or Babylon or later in history, the Seleucids, or later in history, the Romans, the worst of 
Israel’s enemies always came down from the north. They never attacked from the west. 
That was the Mediterranean Sea. They never attacked from the east because that was the 
Arabian Desert. But they would come down from the north. And the dappled strong 
horses went to the south because Israel had had great enemy to the south. And the 
enemy to the south was whom? Egypt. And so, you find here that God is then bringing 
about a final judgment of vengeance, particularly upon the nations that have mistreated 
Israel.” 

 
Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have quieted 

my spirit in the north country. (v8) 
 
Zechariah is then informed that the chariot with the black horses had already accomplished 
some of its mission. Israel had been taken into captivity by the Assyrians and the Babylonians 
(and their Persian successors). They invaded from the North. When the wicked there had been 
dealt with the Lord is satisfied for He declares that they, “have quieted my spirit in the north country.” 
The fact that the Lord has already fulfilled part of this prophecy gives us stronger confidence 
that He will complete the prophetic judgment on all of Israel’s enemies. In fact they are told to 
extend their influence globally “and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they 
walked to and fro through the earth.” (v7b)  Steve Cole makes a helpful application,  
 

“God is “the Lord of all the earth.” He is the righteous Judge who will bring every nation 
and every person to account. If a wicked person has wronged you, do not seek your own 
vengeance. That right belongs to God alone, and He will repay (Rom. 12:19; Deut. 
32:35). Evil people may prosper for a few years on earth, but then comes death and 
judgment (Heb. 9:27). No one will get away with anything!” 

 
This is a stark reminder that history is not made up of random, unrelated events but is directed 
by God to His final purposes. In the end times every wrong will be righted and evil will be 
judged and banished from every corner of this universe. 
 
And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of 

Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of 
Zephaniah; Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of 

Josedech, the high priest; (v9-11) 
 
The Lord has another message now for Zechariah. The condemnation of the wicked Gentile 
nations leads to the coronation of the King of Righteousness on the earth. Jesus Christ is the 
central character in all of history. Everything is consummated not in a nation but in a Person. 
History is HIS STORY!  
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 This glorious future would be seen in a foreshadowing event. For Zechariah is told of 3 
noble Jews, Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah. These men would return from Exile in Babylon to 
Jerusalem bearing gifts of silver and gold to assist in the work of rebuilding the temple. They 
would be staying in the home of Josiah the High Priest, who was a type of Christ (3:8). 
Zechariah was instructed to take of their gifts to fulfil an object lesson, “Then take silver and gold, 
and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest.”  

 
 

Traditionally, in Israel to office of a King and the office of a Priest were kept separate. 
No Jewish Priest had ever reigned as king, no King was permitted to serve as a priest. Uzzah 
tried and was punished by God (2 Chron.26:16-21). The priests were from the tribe of Levi and 
the kings from the tribe of Judah. But the Psalmist David in Psalm 110 prophesied that the 
Messiah would not only be a king, but also a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek. So, the crowning of Joshua (whose name in Hebrew is identical with Jesus, which 
means, “Jehovah saves”) the High Priest as a “King-Priest” is unique. It was not God’s intention 
that Joshua seize the throne and rule over Jerusalem that day instead of the governor 
Zerubbabel. Rather the coronation of Joshua is a type of the Messiah to come.  
 

 
 

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is 
The Branch; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD: Even he shall 

build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be 
a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. And the crowns shall be to Helem, 
and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD. 

(v12-14) 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ will be both King and Priest, “and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the 
counsel of peace shall be between them both.” The Prince of Peace will bring true peace to this earth. He 
is also described here using a common Messianic symbol – the Branch or literally, the shoot, the 
sprout, “Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The Branch; and he shall 

For 5 January 2020                                                                                Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 6 

grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD.” Interestingly there is another NT 
connection to this prophecy. MacArthur explains, “Do you remember somebody else who said 
“Behold the Man”? Who was it? Pilate, in John 19:5. The words of Pilate when Pilate said 
“Behold the Man,” he didn’t know it, but he was echoing the prophecy of Zechariah, that the 
Messiah, the ultimate King Priest would be a man. If the assembled Jews had not been 
demonically blinded by hatred and unbelief, they may have recalled the prophecy of Zechariah.” 

The BRANCH was associated with fruitfulness and life, which was the image Christ used 
to describe the connection between Himself as the vine and His disciples as the branches (John 
15:5). Cole explains further, 
 

“Branch is a Messianic term that is also used by Jeremiah (23:5; 33:15) and Isaiah (11:1; 
see 53:2). It emphasizes the fact that Jesus began in lowly, insignificant circumstances, 
but as the Lord says here, “He will branch out from where He is; and He will build the 
temple of the Lord” (6:12). The line of David had seemingly been toppled. No king from 
David’s line had sat on the throne of Israel for over 600 years. The tree stump looked 
lifeless. But then an insignificant young woman gave birth in a stable in the city of David 
to the Branch of David. He sprouted into a mighty tree, whose branches reach to the 
ends of the earth.” 

 
And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of 

hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your 
God. (v15) 

 
This object lesson was meant to encourage the Jews at that time that the temple would be fully 
rebuilt. But it had a much wider fulfilment. It pointed not only to the NT Church that is the 
spiritual temple built by Jesus Christ (Matt. 16:18; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21), but also to the future 
glorious millennial temple, where the nations of the world will flock to for spiritual truth (cf. Isa. 
2:2-4; 56:6-7; Ezek. 40-48; Mic. 4:1-7; Hag. 2:7-9). This is the time when,  “they that are far off shall 
come and build in the temple of the Lord.” These blessings flowing from the Jewish people to the 
Gentile world will happen only after Israel repents from its sin of rejecting the Messiah, “And this 
shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God.” The fulfilment of that glorious 
revival is dealt with more fully in Zechariah 12-14. The Kingdom is coming but our individual 
participation in it is conditional on our response to the command to repent and bow the knee 
before the King of Kings. 
 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
The lamb upon the throne: 

Hark! How the heav'nly anthem drowns 
All Music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail him as thy matchless King 
Through all eternity. 

 


