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“HAS GOD FORGOTTEN US?” (Zechariah 1:1-6) 

The prophets of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi make up the last prophetic witness of the Old 
Testament. They appear at a critical moment in the history of the nation. For they will be the 
bridge between the Old Testament and the New Testament. Haggai and Zechariah dealt mostly 
with the spiritual needs, as they related to the rebuilding of the temple, of the 50,000 remnant 
who had returned from exile in Babylon.   

 

 
 
Zechariah began to prophesy about two months after Haggai, yet his prophecies are just about as 
different as any two could be. He was entirely visionary, whereas Haggai was almost entirely 
practical. As his book contains a good number of apocalyptic visions, it is sometimes referred to 
as the “Revelation of the Old Testament.” Zechariah was written to encourage the returned 
remnant to complete their work in rebuilding the temple. His prophetic horizon was far wider 
than that of the rest of the Minor Prophets. He had much more to say about the Messiah and 
His work. Scofield notes, 

 
“No Old Testament prophet has more prophecy concerning Christ, Israel, 
and the nations in so short a book. Zechariah predicts the second coming, the reign of 
Christ, His priesthood, His kingship, His humanity, His deity, His building of the temple 
of the Lord, His coming in lowliness, His bringing of permanent peace, His rejection and 
betrayal, His return to Israel as the crucified one, and His being smitten by the sword of 
the Lord.” 

 
ZECHARIAH – THE MAN 
 
Zechariah, whose name means “whom Jehovah remembers,” is identified as the son of 
Berechiah. It is a common name among the Jews. There are at more than 25 other people in the 
Bible named Zechariah. This name was the hope amidst the powerful rebuke and exhortation of 
Haggai to the remnant that had returned to Jerusalem - God remembers and blesses at the 
appointed time. This is a theme that runs like a thread through the whole book. 
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The prophecy was written in 520 B.C. and Zechariah was contemporary with Haggai (see 
Ezra 5:1; 6:14), although he was probably a younger man (see Zech. 2:4). Like Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, Zechariah was also a priest (Neh. 12:12–16). A Jewish tradition reveals that he was born 
in Babylon and was a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin. This was the council of 120 men that 
were the ruling elders of the nation. Zechariah was a faithful preacher of God’s Word. The Lord 
Jesus Christ revealed he died as a martyr for the faith, 

 
That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye 
slew between the temple and the altar. (Matthew 23:35) 
 

ORDER OF THE BOOK 
 
Zechariah prophesied during the period of the rebuilding of the temple. God wanted this temple 
rebuilt for the reinstitution of sacrificial worship. But because of opposition and apathy the 
people stopped the work for over 15 years. Then Haggai was used by God to get the people 
going again. At this critical juncture, the younger man Zechariah is raised up by God to 
encourage the people to keep going. Both ministries were vital.  
 

 
 
The prophecies of Zechariah demonstrate the prominence of the temple in God’s spiritual 
restoration of Israel; shows the providence of God in bringing back His people to their land, and 
highlights the pre-eminence of the Messiah in the future spiritual restoration of the Nation. 
MacArthur observes, 

 
“Zechariah joined Haggai in rousing the people from their indifference, challenging them 
to resume the building of the temple. Haggai’s primary purpose was to rebuild the 
temple; his preaching has a tone of rebuke for the people’s indifference, sin, and lack of 
trust in God. He was used to start the revival, while Zechariah was used to keep it going 
strong with a more positive emphasis, calling the people to repentance and reassuring 
them regarding future blessings. Zechariah sought to encourage the people to build the 
temple in view of the promise that someday Messiah would come to inhabit it. The 
people were not just building for the present, but with the future hope of Messiah in 
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mind. He encouraged the people, still downtrodden by the Gentile powers (1:8–12), with 
the reality that the Lord remembers His covenant promises to them and that He would 
restore and bless them. Thus the name of the book (which means “The LORD 
remembers”) contains in seed form the theme of the prophecy.” 

 
One of the concerns that the remnant had was that the prophecies such as Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Isaiah spoke of a wonderful golden age for the Jews. They would rebuild the city, the temple and 
the Messiah would rule over the world from Jerusalem. But as they looked at their small 
numbers, insignificance, and relatively lowly temple they would be discouraged. Some of the 
older men had already wept at this reality. Had God failed in His promises? Zechariah will reveal 
that God has a wonderful future for them. For God was at work in the world restoring Israel to 
their spiritual inheritance in preparation for the coming Messiah.  

 

 
 

Zechariah gave us 8 night visions concerning the empires and God’s people in the midst 
of them and seven classic prophecies of the coming of Messiah. He presents Messiah or Christ 
in both of his advents and as both Servant and King, as Man and God, as the Angel of the Lord 
(Zech. 3:1), the Righteous Branch (Zech. 3:8), the Stone with the seven eyes (Zech. 3:9), the 
Crucified Saviour or the pierced One (Zech. 12:10), the coming and humble King (Zech. 9:9-10), 
the smitten Shepherd who will be abandoned (Zech. 13:7), and the coming Judge and righteous 
King (Zech. 14).  

 
In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of 

Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, (v1) 
 
This first message came just 2 months after Haggai had begun to prophesy. Like his older 
contemporary, the first prophecy of Zechariah will be a strong word of calling to repentance for 
failure. 
 

The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. (v2) 
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Zechariah reminds them of the sins of their ancestors, “The LORD hath been sore displeased with your 
fathers.” The literal Hebrew reads, “Angry was Jehovah at your fathers with great anger.” The idea 
in these Hebrew words is that God was full of anger and abhorred their sin. This burning anger 
led the Lord to destroy the city of Jerusalem and the golden temple of Solomon, terminate the 
sacrificial system, and exile the Jews from the Holy Land. Everywhere the Jews of Zechariah’s 
time looked they saw the evidence in the rubble and charred remains of God’s fierce anger 
against their fathers’ sins.  

Their fathers were exiled to Babylon for 70 years. Daniel reminds us of the Lord’s 
sovereignty in this judgment, 
 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he 
carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels 
into the treasure house of his god. (Daniel 1:1-2) 

 
Many may have erroneously concluded that God is indifferent or unable to prevent the 
rampaging hordes of the Babylonian armies sweeping across the Middle East. Daniel shows that 
God alone is truly sovereign and perfectly in control of history. Babylon is not! Jerusalem may be 
destroyed but Jehovah’s power has not! All that occurred in reality was that the Babylonians were 
only doing what a sovereign God ordained and permitted them to do for His purposes. Israel 
continually pursued idols and placed them in the temple, so God eventually gave them over to 
them. The proud Nebuchadnezzar would chafe against this truth of God’s absolute sovereignty, 
but eventually God would humble him, “until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will” (Daniel 4:32b). The chastened king realised who really was 
in control ((Daniel 4:34-35).  

This incident teaches us today that our God is still in control of human history. The 
potential for our circumstances to cloud our faith in God’s sovereignty is always a real possibility. 
Are we willing to trust Him when our world disintegrates? Is God greater than our 
circumstances? We need to learn that if the past and the prophesied future are governed by the 
sovereign will of God, then so is the present. God has not ceased to rule over the affairs of men 
and women. He reigns over all and can sovereignly work with or without the means of external 
events and persons to accomplish His ultimate purposes. Even the judgments that come on us 
today are sent from the sovereign hand of God. 

 
Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of 

hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former 
prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil 

doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD. Your fathers, where are they? and the 
prophets, do they live for ever? But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did 

they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, 
according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us. (v3-6) 

 
God uses now the example of His judgment in the past of a previous generation of Jews, “Be ye 
not as your fathers” to speak to those in the present generation, “Therefore say thou unto them, Thus 
saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith 
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the LORD of hosts.” The Hebrew word “Turn” is the word for “turning” or “repentance.” God 
doesn’t want the current generation to follow in the footsteps of their ancestors. The Jews were 
not simply to rebuild the temple but rebuild their relationship with God. Guzik notes, 
 

“The sin of their fathers doomed the nation to exile, and Zechariah warned the people to 
remember that the same could happen to them. We should remember that these weren’t 
“bad people” – they were the remnant that returned from Babylon. Hundreds of 
thousands of people went into the Babylonian captivity and only about 50,000 returned. 
Those who did were the most committed to the LORD and to the restoration of 
Jerusalem. Yet even they, some 18 years after returning to the Promised Land, needed to 
hear and heed this warning from the LORD.” 

 
The Lord then recalls how He dealt with these proud and unrepentant ancestors, “Be ye 

not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye 
now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD. Your fathers, where are they?” They were warned on many occasions to repent, “ but they 
did not hear, nor hearken unto me.”   

The Lord then challenges the present generation to look around them and see the 
physical evidence of His mighty judgment, “Your fathers, where are they?” This whole generation of 
Jews had disappeared from the Promised Land. They were slaughtered or enslaved in exile by the 
Babylonians. God always keeps His promises in judgment on sinners, “But my words and my 
statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned 
and said, Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, 
so hath he dealt with us.” This is a vitally important principle to understand about God. For if God 
didn’t keep His promises to judge sin and sinners, we would not be able to have full confidence 
in His promises to save repentant sinners from their sins. John MacArthur notes, 
 

“Why does this book begin with that? It begins with that because Zechariah wants to 
eliminate any false security on the part of ungodly people that God is going to give all 
these blessings, and all these blessings, and all these blessings, and it’s just going to be 
totally indiscriminate. You can just stand there and get it all. And just so nobody gets 
smug and secure, he says, “But there is a prerequisite to all of it and any of it, and that is 
turning away from sin. God does not bless regardless of people’s spiritual condition.” 

 
The Lord had demonstrated some of His many attributes here. He had spoken of His justice, 
His wrath, His hatred of sin, and His powerful judgments. But now He also speaks of His grace 
and His mercy, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn 
unto you.” Warren Wiersbe has well said, “Before you sin, Satan whispers, ‘You can get away with 
it! You can get away with it!’ And, after you sin, he shouts, ‘You’ll never get away with it!’” Both 
are lies from the devil. God loves His children too much to allow them to sin successfully. But 
God is truly a God who forgives sinners who repents.  

This message is still relevant in the 21st century. For the only way to receive God’s 
blessing is to turn from our sin in true repentance. The Lord is still declaring to us His people, 
“Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you.” His hand are outstretched to His 
people and He pleads, “Turn ye unto me.” His window of mercy is for us today, “behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2b) Charles Simeon put it this way  “Search 
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the inspired volume, search the annals of the whole world, and find, if you can, one mourning 
and believing penitent whom he cast out; or find, if you can, any limit to his mercy and grace.” 

 

 
 
Sinners are not to turn to the Church or try to follow a set of rules but to a Person, “Turn 

ye unto me.” It is an intensely personal appeal. God hadn’t left them but they had left Him. Now 
He calls them home to Him.  

 
Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 

Jesus, I come! Jesus, I come! 
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light, 

Jesus, I come to Thee! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


