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“GOD’S PATROLS (Zechariah 1:7-21) 

Around 70% of the Book of Zechariah is prophecy. The Lord begins this prophetic revelation 
by calling the 50,000 remnant of the Jews to repent and walk with Him, “Thus saith the LORD of 
hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you.” This will be the key to 
spiritual success. That formula is still the same in the 21st century.  
 

 
 

Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, 
came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, (v6) 

 
The Lord will now reveal 8 messages to Zechariah through 8 separate visions. A vision is a 
divine revelation given when somebody is awake; whereas a dream is a divine revelation given 
when somebody is asleep. The first vision is on the 24th day of the 11th month. This was five 
months to the day from when the people had started to rebuild the temple (Hag. 1:14-15). The 
order of this vision is simple: it is described (1:7-8), it is explained (1:9-11), and it is then applied 
(1:12-17).  

 
 
This vision wasn’t simply the imagination of Zechariah but the Word of God delivered to him, 
“came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah.” It will set the scene in broad terms for Israel’s future.  
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I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the 
bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white. (v7) 

 
The vision is first described by Zechariah of a man sitting on a red horse in a ravine or a valley 
with other horses in the background. These other horses are a mixture of white horses and 
speckled (a mixture of red and white). Perhaps the ravine was the Kidron Valley on the east side 
of Jerusalem. 

Although there are these other horses (and seemingly other riders on them) the rider on 
the red horse is the focus of the vision. We are told in v11 that he is “the angel of the Lord,” which 
is a title often given to a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Gen. 16:7-13; 
18:1-33; 22:11-12; Exod. 3:2-6; Judges 6:14, 22; 13:9-18, 22). Theologians call this pre-incarnate 
appearance of Christ a “Christophany.” He is riding a red horse, which is often used in the Bible 
as a symbol of war, judgment, and vengeance. White is a symbol of purity and victory. So the 
Lord’s army will shed the blood of their enemies and triumph over them. MacArthur points out, 
 

“Now you say, “Who are all these riders?” Well it’s clear. Who historically have been the 
agents of God’s judgment? Who have they been? Angels, angels. This is the God squad, 
the angelic squadron, folks. And they are led by a competent leader on a red horse. The 
horses speak of battle and speed and swiftness and readiness to hasten to God's 
command. There are messengers of vengeance and messengers of victory, and the 
commanding angel is the rider on the red horse….Now do you know who the rider on 
the red horse is? It’s the Lord Jesus Christ, the Angel of the Lord. He is the commander 
in chief of the God squad, about to embark upon the battle.” 
 

 
 
Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what 
these be. And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD 

hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the 
myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is 

at rest. (v9-11) 
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Zechariah then seeks an explanation to this vision, “Then said I, O my lord, what are these?” An 
interpreter angel is there to give Zechariah an explanation, “I will shew thee what these be.” The 
explanation then comes from the rider on the red horse. This rider looks behind him to the 
other horses and riders and explains, “These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro 
through the earth.”  

These angelic beings are God’s army that patrol the earth watching over His beloved 
people. They are under the authority of their great Captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, on the red 
horse. Satan may have his army but God has His mighty army also. Interestingly, the Medo-
Persian Empire was controlled by messengers sending information back to the Persian King 
using fast horsemen riding between every corner of the Empire. The King’s commands were 
then sent out to deal with any issues using the same highly efficient messenger chain. These 
horse-mounted messengers could carry a message 1,700 miles in just seven days. “There is 
nothing in the world that travels faster than these Persian couriers,” wrote the Greek historian 
Herodotus. 

God’s patrol reports back of what is going on in the world, “And they answered the angel of 
the LORD that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, 
behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest.” These angelic messengers report that all is relatively at 
peace on the earth at that moment. This is not a righteous peace established by the prince of 
peace in the future reign of Christ on the earth. Rather this is the peace of the world powers 
complacent and arrogant in its security, power and wealth. They are indifferent to the 
humiliation, losses, and injustices of the people of God. That is why God reveals of this peace, 
“And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease.” (v15)  

The Jews had been 70 years in exile in Babylon. But now a tiny remnant were back in the 
Holy Land. They feel deeply their humiliation in exile, the destruction of their nation and temple, 
their insignificance in the world, and the relative simplicity of the temple they are now building. 
This vision will confirm to them that God hasn’t forgotten them. He has His angels watching 
over them. Jesus Christ promised to be with His people always (Matt. 28:20).  
  

Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on 
Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years? And 

the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. So the angel that 
communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem 

and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but 
a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction. Therefore thus saith the LORD; I am returned to 

Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth 
upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread 

abroad; and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. (v12-17) 
 
Zechariah now receives the application of this vision. The Angel of the Lord intervenes and 
utters a prayer to the Father for His people, “O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on 
Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?” 
John MacArthur explains why Jesus Christ is pleading for His people, 
 

“Now, the reason He asks this isn’t because He’s ignorant. He’s simply crying out to 
reveal Himself as the defender of His people. And it is the cry of expectation; it is the cry 
of sympathy, not the cry of doubt. It isn’t the cry of questioning; it isn’t begging; it isn’t 
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doubting. It is believing, expectation coupled with sympathy. And so, the intercession is 
made on the basis of God’s promise. And the angel is praying in conformity to the will 
of God on the behalf of the people.” 

 
The Bible reveals that the Lord Jesus Christ is continually interceding to the Father for His 
people, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
to make intercession for them.” (Hebrews 7:25; cf. Romans 8:33-34) The Scottish preacher, Robert 
Murray McCheyne, was greatly encouraged by this thought. He wrote, “If I could hear Christ 
praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet the distance makes no 
difference. He is praying for me!” 

The Father immediately responds to the heartfelt cry of the Son for His people, “And 
the LORD answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words.” This is what this 
book and the prophecy of Haggai are all about: bringing comfort to God’s remnant that God 
hasn’t forgotten them. The Holy City is still His City, “But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might 
be there…” (2 Chron. 6:6) His love for the Jews is unconditional and based on His everlasting 
covenant. The Jews are still His people, “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” 
(Romans 11:29) 

The Lord expresses His deep love and concern for His Jewish people in striking 
language, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.” The 
Hebrew here is particularly strong. It has the idea of a burning desire, which makes the face glow 
red. Despite the unfaithfulness of the Jews, the Lord’s faithfulness has not declined. They may 
be down in the valley, humiliated by their enemies, and insignificant compared to the great 
Gentile empires that surround them but the Lord’s eternal love for His elect people can never be 
broken, “The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” (Jeremiah 31:3) 
 The Lord, however, doesn’t just love His people. He is angered at those who hurt them, 
“And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped 
forward the affliction.” God was angry initially with the Jews and He used the heathen nations 
around them to be instruments of God’s judgment. But they had gone too far in this, “and they 
helped forward the affliction.” God is now angry at their cruelty, pride, and indifference to the Jewish 
people, “And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease.”  

God warns that now His anger will be channelled into deliverance of the Jews, “Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, 
and shall yet choose Jerusalem.” The city and the temple will be rebuilt, “my house shall be built in it, saith 
the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. It will have a glorious future. Just 4 
years after this promise the temple was finished and around 80 years later Nehemiah finished the 
wall. MacArthur explains, 
 

“So here’s the scene. The group of people in a state of humiliation about to be delivered 
by their glorious protector, defender, interceder, comforter who stands ready to fight for 
them. What a scene. The Lord is in the midst of his people, ready to defend, ready to 
protect, ready to advocate their cause, ready to comfort them in the time of their need. 
He’s outside the city ready to judge the nations and put Israel back in the right place, the 
place that God intended all along. He’s going to fulfill God's promise. Jeremiah said, 
“God will bring you back in 70 years, and God will give you back the land and God will 
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rebuild the land.” And this Angel of the Lord was there ready to guarantee the promise 
of God.” 

 
Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What 
be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. (v18-19) 

 
The second vision follows immediately after the first. Four horns come into the picture. Horns 
are often symbols of strength and authority, especially in relation to Kings and nations (cf. Jer. 
48:25; Lam. 2:3). The power of an animal like a  bull or an ox is expressed through its horns. 
These “four horns” or four powers seem to resemble the four Empires that interact with the 
nation of Israel at this period of world history – Babylon, Medo-Persia,  Greece, and Rome. 
These powers are outlined in the visions of Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 as a great image and four 
beasts respectively. These reflect the “times of the Gentiles.” (Luke 21:24) All these powers 
oppressed and subjugated the Jews, “have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” They killed them, 
enslaved them, burned their homes and temples. Even the Persians, who permitted them to 
return to Jerusalem, treated them harshly by indifference to their poverty.  
 

 
 
And the LORD shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These 
are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to 

cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it. (v20-21) 
 
The explanation and application are linked together. The Lord is not just angry at the oppressors 
of His people but He is prepared and able to act on that deep love to protect them from their 
enemies. He sends His representatives to deal with these great powers, ‘but these are come to fray 
them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.” These 
four carpenters have hammers to destroy these Gentile powers. After each Empire or “horn” 
rises the Lord sends His carpenter with a hammer in the form of a subsequent Empire to destroy 
the previous one. The hammer that destroyed the horn of Babylon was the Persians and the 
hammer that destroyed the horn of the Persians was the Greeks and so on. The final hammer 
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that will destroy the Romans will be the Lord Jesus Christ. The great message in this image is 
twofold; 
 

(1) God will deal with their oppressors – no matter how big, wealthy or powerful they 
appear 

(2) God’s people are indestructible – each empire will come and go but God’s people cannot 
be destroyed 
 

This deliverance set out in these first two visions will be ultimately consummated in the Second 
Coming. The Lord will regather the Jews to Israel, deliver them from their enemies, and Jesus 
Christ will reign over them and the whole earth from the city of Jerusalem in the great millennial 
kingdom. Steve Cole explains, 
 

“While these promises were partially fulfilled in Zechariah’s era, the ultimate fulfillment 
still awaits the return of Christ and the establishing of His millennial kingdom…..Even 
though the Jews still have not experienced the fulfillment of all of these promises some 
2,500 years later, they are still true. God gave them to this discouraged people to 
encourage them with His compassion, comfort, and choice of them as His people. His 
encouraging words apply to us as well. We may die without seeing the fulfillment of His 
promises, but they still are true. As we trust Him, we will experience His compassion and 
love in the midst of our trials. He has not forgotten His chosen people!” 

 
The Lord had sovereignly chosen Israel as His people to be: 

 
(1) A Light to the World (Isaiah 49:6) 
(2) To show His Glory (Isaiah 43:21) 
(3) To send the Messiah through (Gen 12:3; John 4:22) 
(4) Receive and transmit the Scriptures (Deut. 4:6) 
(5) To demonstrate God’s faithfulness to His promises (Romans 11:26-29) 

 
These visions will make clear that God had not forgotten His precious people and His promises 
to them. He will be faithful. And He sees and He cares for them. The Angel of the Lord on the 
red horse will save His beloved people, “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them.” (Psalm 34:7) The Book of Zechariah is thus a great encouragement to those 
who are discouraged with God’s work. All of us need to be continually reminded that we are 
never alone, “for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5b) 
 
 
 
 


