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“MAKING WRONG COMPARISONS” (Haggai 1:12-2:9) 

The rebuilding of the temple was a work of great importance. It would please God, glorify Him, 
restore pure worship from Jerusalem for all of God’s people, and it would be a shining light to all 
the nations of the world. The prophet Haggai had delivered God’s first message of rebuke to the 
50,000 remnant of Jews in Jerusalem for their indifference and carelessness to the work of God. 
The rebuke had been publicly made. But now the response must be noted.  
 
Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the 
people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God 

had sent him, and the people did fear before the LORD. (v12) 
 
When God commands us to do something, our response should be to simply obey. This 
message truly was anointed by God. For the response is united and comprehensive, “Then 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the LORD their God.” From the top of society to the bottom, there was a positive 
response. Zerubbabel was the governor of Jerusalem and represented the political leadership and 
Joshua was the high priest who represented the spiritual leadership. These two men led the way 
and the ordinary people followed. Someone once noted that the best 3 ways to lead others is by 
example, by example and by example!  
 The reason the whole of the remnant obeyed the call of God was because, “the people did 
fear before the LORD.” When a person knows and fears God, they will follow His commands. 
Mackay notes: 
 

“Fear” is often used to refer to that attitude of reverence and awe that should 
characterize us before God. . . But the expression here is not the usual one, but rather 
“feared before the Lord” which indicates consternation and fright. It is used to express 
the people’s fear of the fire of God at Sinai (Deut. 5:5) and later of their fear of the king 
of Babylon (Jer. 42:11; see also Ex. 9:30; 1 Kgs. 3:28). On this occasion it might have 
arisen from their consciences being smitten by awareness of their former lapses. They 
had not carried out all the plans they had made. They had failed to do what God 
required. The solemn reality came home to them of how dreadful a thing it is to fall into 
the hands of the living God (Heb.10:31). How different this was from the way their 
forefathers had resented and spurned the messages brought by the former prophets.  

 
Then spake Haggai the LORD’s messenger in the LORD’s message unto the people, saying, I am with you, 

saith the LORD. (v13) 
 
The obedience brought an immediate blessing from the Lord. For He sent word through Haggai, 
“I am with you.” This promise indicates two great blessings: 
 

(1) DIVINE PROTECTION – God would defend them from their enemies 
(2) DIVINE PROVISION - God would provide for their needs no matter how difficult 

and no matter the obstacles. 
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In a general sense, God is always with His true people. But there are times when He particularly 
assures us that He is with us to strengthen our faith. Hanko notes: 
 

“The words that Haggai brought are the heart of every word of encouragement God 
gives us. He does not tell us what is ahead, he never tries to reassure us by minimizing 
future difficulties or by promising that there would be none. All he ever really says is this, 
“I am with you.” We must remember that in all our work and not judge the value and 
profit by visible results, by the lack of difficulties, or by our own perceptions of the 
work.” 
 

 
 

And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of 
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and did 
work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, In the four and twentieth day of the sixth month, in the 

second year of Darius the king. (v14-15) 
 
The expression “stirred up” is literally “to wake up.” The people had fallen asleep and God’s 
alarm clock of rebuke had woken them up. A change of heart only truly comes from the 
transforming working of the Spirit of God in us. Few preachers saw such an immediate response 
to a rebuke like Haggai did here. Francis de Sales once observed, “The test of a preacher is that 
his congregation goes away saying, not “what a lovely sermon!” but, “I will do something!”  

But it is not enough to simply see our need to do the right thing, but ensure that we must 
do it. There are many people who will talk big on a Sunday morning but it never gets further 
than mere words. The stirring of our hearts and the words of our lips must produce a changed 
life. Good intentions are not enough. These 50,000 persons of the remnant were changed, “and 
they came and did work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God.” This expression “the LORD of 
hosts” has the idea of the “Lord of the armies” and describes God’s power over His universe and 
His mighty hosts of angels.  

It is not enough to begin well but we must continue on in the work. Building a temple 
from stone is a hard, skilled and costly task. It takes skill, determination, and effort in the Middle 
East climate to erect such a building. At the same time, the people had to maintain their farms 
and businesses to provide for their families. Every day they must have been exhausted, especially 
those like the priests who would not be used to such heavy physical labour.  
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There were three weeks between Haggai’s first message  of 1:1 and the beginning of the 
work in 1:15. Why the delay? It could be that they were bringing in the fig and grape harvests or 
that they were first clearing the debris from the original temple remains. Otherwise, they could 
have been purifying themselves and confessing their sins before beginning this great work.  
 

 
 

In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of the LORD by the prophet 
Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 

Josedech, the high priest, and to the residue of the people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her 
first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing? (v1-3) 

 
Many of the older Jewish believers were able to recall the splendour of Solomon’s great temple. 
It was the most expensive building ever erected in human history and the centre of worship for 
centuries. We know that King David left over $300 billion dollars worth of gold to be used in its 
building. People travelled from all over the world to see this great building. No expense was 
spared. It is not surprising that many feared the new temple would appear as nothing in 
comparison. This was self-evident already when the foundation were laid. It made them feel 
weak, hopeless, and insignificant in comparison. Some may even have felt that it is better to have 
the great memory of the past than this poor imitation. I am sure some argued, “God is not 
blessing this temple.” This led to bitter weeping from those who remembered Solomon’s temple, 
 

But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient 
men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid 
before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: So that 
the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off. (Ezra 3:12 - 13).  

 
We are so easily drawn to mere outward things. A big budget, a big building or a big personality 
often appeals to our human weakness. But God sees differently, “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
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ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) This is a vital lesson to 
learn. For when we despise the gifts we have received, we despise the Giver of those gifts.  

There is also a lesson to older folk who have lived life. Sometimes, they can become 
cynical and bitter with life. It can lead to them discouraging younger believers. They can use 
memories of blessing to encourage or discourage the next generation. We must not simply 
remember the blessings of the past and use that as a stick to beat the weaknesses of the present. 
For if God is at work in our day, even in supposedly small things, it is just as much God as it is 
in the big things! It is just as much God’s sovereign plan and will. We must never despise it. CH 
Spurgeon notes, 

 
“The smallness of our gifts may be a temptation to us. We are consciously so weak and 
so insignificant, compared with the great God and his great cause, that we are 
discouraged, and think it vain to attempt anything . . . the enemy contrasts our work with 
that of others, and with that of those who have gone before us. We are doing so little as 
compared with other people, therefore let us give up. We cannot build like Solomon, 
therefore let us not build at all. Yet, brethren, there is a falsehood in all this, for, in truth, 
nothing is worthy of God. The great works of others, and even the amazing productions 
of Solomon, all fell short of his glory.” 

 

 
 
One of the most potent weapons the devil uses is the tool of discouragement. Many start well in 
the work of God but don’t last. There is always zeal and enthusiasm when a new work begins. 
But ability and reliability aren’t the same. The Lord knew that the people would be discouraged 
because the new temple was only a mere shadow of the precious one, “Who is left among you that 
saw this house in her first glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?” 
The Lord then spoke to encourage them. He knew that their attitude affected their ability to 
persevere. So on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, “In the seventh month, in the one and 
twentieth day of the month,  the Lord intervened with a message of encouragement. The Feast of 
Tabernacles was one that reminded the Jews of how God took care of them for 40 years in the 
wilderness when they didn’t have landed properties, walled cities and farms.  
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Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the high priest; and 
be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work: for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts: 

According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: 
fear ye not. (v4-5) 

 
These leaders carried a double burden – they had to physically be involved in the building work 
but they also had to set the tone and endure the complaints,  concerns, and enquiries of the 
ordinary people. God recognised that if the leadership failed, it would be unlikely that the rest 
would continue. So the Lord names Zerubbabel and Joshua in particular to encourage them to 
persevere on, “Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the LORD; and be strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, 
the high priest.” But God also knows that the people need encouragement in general, “and be strong, 
all ye people of the land, saith the LORD, and work.”  

This encouragement to persevere is not mere positive thinking for God acknowledged 
that this new temple was “as nothing” in contrast to the old one. But real encouragement is rooted 
in the objective foundation of God’s unchangeable promise, “for I am with you, saith the LORD of 
hosts.”  The key is not the splendour of an outward building of gold and marble but rather in the 
presence of God. That is always the case. Later in NT times we will discover that the early 
church didn’t have buildings, budgets or influential members. But this little flock was able to turn 
the world upside down for Jesus Christ.  
 

 
For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and 
the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this 

house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts. 
The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I 

give peace, saith the LORD of hosts. (v6-9) 
 
The Lord now addresses any discouragement over the size and splendour of the outward form 
of the new temple building. He gives a great prophetic revelation, “Yet once, it is a little while, and I 
will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire 
of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.” There will be a great 
shaking of the world from this temple mount in Jerusalem in the future. This prophecy is cited in 
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Hebrews 12:26-27 and applied to the end times when Christ returns. Even today this little piece 
of real estate is the most controversial and fought over area in the world! But there will be a 
greater moment in history yet to come. Steve Cole explains, 
 

“While there may have been a partial fulfillment of that prophecy within a few years of 
Haggai’s day (in the overthrow of powerful kingdoms), the ultimate fulfillment is still 
future in our day! God will shake all the nations at the Second Coming of Christ, and they 
will bring the wealth of the nations to His temple in the Millennium. If the people in 
Haggai’s day were viewing success from the short range, they would have been very 
discouraged. With God, a thousand years is as a day. True success will be measured in the 
light of eternity, not in our lifetimes. We need to keep this in mind as we labor for the 
Lord. The harvest is at the end of the age, not at the end of the meeting. God’s timing is 
not our timing.” 
 

There are two main views as to the interpretation of “the desire of all nations shall come.” Some see it 
as Christ in His first coming to the place of the temple whereas others see it more to do with the 
second coming of Christ who will come then as the Deliverer for whom all the nations ultimately 
long. For when Christ returns the Prince of Peace will reign over the earth from Jerusalem, “and 
in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.” It will be from the future millennial temple that 
the glory of Christ will shine throughout the world (see Ezekiel 40-42 for details). His physical 
presence there is why, “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former.” 

The Lord reminds this Jewish remnant that He owns all the wealth of this world, “The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.” If God really wanted a house that was the 
equal to that which Solomon erected in terms of outward splendour, the Lord could easily have 
supplied the Jews with gold, silver, precious stones and wood. Some see this prophecy of the 
wealth of the Gentile nations brought to worship the Lord in the future Millennial kingdom, “ 

Many people are emotionally fragile and easily offended or discouraged. They are yo-yo 
Christians. For they are here today and gone tomorrow. But what we must learn from the words 
of the Lord here is that our human perception of circumstances is not the same always as God’s 
perspective of the same circumstances. Zechariah would later exhort them that they should not 
despise the day of small things (Zech. 4:10). We should never do that either. Let us persevere on 
for the same God is with us. The best is yet to be. Mackay makes good points, 
 

“It is still very easy in building the kingdom of God, the Temple of New Testament 
times, to be overcome by pessimism, seeing only the problems and not the possibilities. 
What has the church managed to achieve since it was given its commission by Christ? 
But unless we start, unless we try, what can come but failure? The way forward is to act 
in faith. It also requires that we act with values determined by God’s perspective. It is not 
a matter of grand structures or visible splendour. The church is not assessed in this way. 
It is a matter of lives dedicated to him. This can be achieved by the presence of the Spirit. 
Paul may plant the seed and Apollos water it, but the growth is from God alone (1 Cor. 
3:6). Let us not discount our greatest asset.” 

 
 
 


