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“ALMOST PERSUADED” (Acts 26:1-32)
It is easy to be intimidated in a circumstance such as this and to tone down the message. Paul
was never ashamed of the gospel and loved to preach grace at very providential opportunity. He
now stands before this man Agrippa whose father had been smitten by worms 16 years before.
What a contrast between the splendour of the powers of this world and this little preacher in
chains. Paul uses his testimony to evidence that Christ is the Messiah predicted by the Scriptures
and as proven by His resurrection and Paul’s transformed life. This is the third account of Paul’s
conversion in Acts. Gilbrant sets the stage,
“Consider the setting. King Agrippa sat there in all the finery of his royal robes. Beside
him sat his beautiful 32-year-old sister Bernice, “blazing in all her jewels.” All around were
the town notables dressed in their best. Then there were the tribunes in their uniforms
with glittering swords at their sides. King Agrippa turned to Paul and told him he was
permitted to speak for himself. Paul did not hesitate. Filled once again with the power of
the Holy Spirit, he began his defense.”

For 14 July 2019

Cornerstone Church Bible Class

culture, “Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews.”
Paul’s whole approach to his defence is to wonderfully use his testimony and the objective facts
of Scripture revealed in Christ to reach Agrippa’s heart. Paul’s defence is far more than just a
protest of his innocence of the charges against him. Rather it was a powerful presentation of the
essence of Christianity.
My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;
Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a
Pharisee. (v4-5)
Paul doesn’t use the opportunity to lash out at the injustice of his imprisonment or make harsh
accusations against those who oppose him. Instead he seizes this golden opportunity to preach
Christ to his illustrious audience. We should never be slow to speak of what Christ has done to
us. MacArthur notes,
“Paul’s testimony contains two main themes: Jesus Christ’s resurrection proves Him to
be the Messiah, and Paul’s transformed life proves the reality of Christ’s resurrection. He
masterfully weaves the saving gospel through this first-person account.”
Paul took the king step by step through his own Jewish upbringing. He points out that it was
public knowledge as Paul had been an “open book” for a long time, “My manner of life from my
youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews.” He was the former
golden boy of Judaism. Paul makes clear that he was the strictest of the strict Pharisees so his
hearers will understand the radical change in him. For by stressing his background, Paul was
doing two things:
(1) Showing how improbable a person who was so well versed in Jewish law and thinking
would convert to Christianity without a real radical experience with the risen Christ. For
a great proof of Christianity is a transformed life.
(2) Demonstrate that his trust in Jesus Christ was not in spite of his Jewish heritage but
because of it. He was now a completed Jew rather than a renegade one.
And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers: Unto which promise
our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am
accused of the Jews. Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? (v6-8)

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and
answered for himself: I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee
touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs
and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. (v1-3)
Paul did not require a spokesman or lawyer, ‘Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak
for thyself.” The apostle seems to have more respect for this man than Festus or Felix. His words
are addressed particularly to Agrippa and show respect without being flattering. The Jewish
writers confirm Paul’s assertion that Agrippa had a deep knowledge of Jewish religion and
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What is this “hope” referred to here? It is the Messiah. Paul here affirms a continuity of the gospel
message with Jewish orthodoxy. Ironically, he is showing that it is in fact his opponents who
have forsaken the true hope of Judaism. It also shows the hardness of the unbelieving Jewish
heart who refuse Christ despite the fact that Paul demonstrates that this is contrary to the
Scriptures, history, and logic. A key tenet of orthodox Judaism is a belief in the resurrection of
the dead (cf. Daniel 12:2; Isaiah 26:19). Agrippa, in particular as a Jewish scholar, would be well
aware of that. So, Paul is merely holding to the traditional view he has always held to even before
he was a Christian. He believed in the resurrection when a dedicated Jewish Pharisee and he still
believes it. Even today, the Yad Vashem Museum in Jerusalem which records the legacy of
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Jewish suffering places Ezekiel 37:14 at its entrance to demonstrate the orthodox Jewish belief
that there will be a future glorious resurrection for the Jews.
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Paul then describes in detail his encounter with the “hope” of Israel and the commission that he
was given. This testimony would be compelling evidence that Jesus is risen and a clear exposition
of that resurrection’s significance. To accept the resurrection of Jesus was tantamount to
granting His claim to be Messiah. This was a great stumbling block to the Jews and that is why
Paul pushed this so much. Wiersbe notes,
“Jesus Christ spoke to Paul in the familiar Aramaic tongue of the Jews, called him by
name, and told him it was futile for him to continue fighting the Lord. In that moment,
Paul had made two surprising discoveries: Jesus of Nazareth was alive, and He was so
united to His people that their suffering was His suffering! Paul was persecuting not only
the church, but also his own Messiah! How encouraging it is to know that God in His
grace speaks to those who are His enemies. God had been dealing with Paul, but Paul
had been resisting Him, kicking against the “goads.” What were these “goads”? Certainly
the testimony and death of Stephen (Acts 22:20), plus the faithful witness of the other
saints who had suffered because of Paul.”

I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which
thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the
chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. And I punished them oft in every
synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto
strange cities. (v9-11)

This v18 is a tremendous climax as Paul unfolds the greatness and blessings of the
Gospel in a powerful summary, “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me.” The Lord gave Paul a five-fold description of the object of his
salvation. The key to every ministry is that it is given by the Lord, “unto whom now I send thee.”
There are no self-appointed servants in the work of God.

Paul may have been referring to voting here as a member in the Sanhedrin, “and when they were put
to death, I gave my voice against them.” This is the first time we get this personal insight into Paul’s
persecution of the saints. He could truly relate to the scepticism of Agrippa because there was no
one more sceptical than Saul of Tarsus. For he truly hated Christianity, “and being exceedingly mad
against them.” This Greek verb emmainomai (from maínomai = to act as a maniac) translated
“being exceedingly mad” is a powerful one meaning that Paul was out of his mind with rage.
Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, At midday, O king, I
saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which
journeyed with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said,
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I
have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou
hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people, and from the
Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in me. (v12-18)
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Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should
repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and
went about to kill me. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small
and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: That Christ
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should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people,
and to the Gentiles. (v19-23)
Having described how he was saved, Paul now recounts the change in his life. Every true
Christian has a “before Christ” testimony and an “after Christ” testimony. Paul explains that
with such a radical encounter with the risen Christ, he could do nothing but obey the calling,
“Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.” We cannot work for
salvation, but salvation is followed by works.
Paul gives all the glory of providence to God alone for not just saving him but calling,
preserving, and empowering him, “Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day.” This
grace has allowed him to witness to soldiers, Felix, Festus and now Agrippa – truly to “small and
great.”
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about his own circumstances, but the spiritual condition of those who stood before him.
Kenneth Gangel wrote, “I want to weep when I picture the scene in my mind. Beaten and
persecuted by the Jews, ridiculed by the Greeks and Romans, Paul still wanted them to accept
Jesus.” For Paul, every opportunity to speak before men was primarily an opportunity to speak
of Christ. Agrippa chose the things of this world and fades out of the Bible but Paul lives on.
MacArthur also notes,
“No matter how long it took, it was Paul’s heartfelt desire that all who heard him would
come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. The scene is again one of startling incongruity. A
lowly prisoner in chains tells the gathered political and military leaders and other
important figures that he wishes they could be like him. Their fading, fleeting treasure
was here on earth.”

And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth
make thee mad. (v24)
In Greek this is a vivid attack – like a “raving lunatic.” This is typical reaction from the heart of a
rationalistic unbeliever. Christianity seems crazy to our “postmodern” world.
But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness. For the king
knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden
from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou
believest. (v25-27)
We must note carefully the magnanimous and dignified reply by Paul. He is not intimidated by
the rank or attack on his character but keeps the focus on confronting the sinner personally. Paul
continued to be faithful. He is not concerned with his case now, but Agrippa’s salvation.
Paul’s inspired case is compelling and his case is demonstrated. There is no other
conclusion from a mind that objectively studies the Scriptures that Jesus of Nazareth is the
Messiah. Paul is preaching for a decision with convincing conviction to this king, mastered by his
own lusts. It is not him on trial but his listeners.
Did Paul have divine insight here in declaring, “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I
know that thou believest?” He knew Agrippa believed that the Messiah would come. However, to
believe that Jesus was the Messiah was another thing.
Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. (v28)
Agrippa is gripped by conviction! He reveals that “almost” or “with a little persuasion” he might
believe and repent of his sins. Whether he speaks with “tongue in cheek” or with some sincerity,
Paul takes it seriously. However, almost is not enough to enter this kingdom of God.

And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them:
And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death
or of bonds. Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto
Caesar. (v30-32)
The Holy Spirit keeps driving home this point that Paul is innocent. His continued
imprisonment was unjust but Paul never complains. God used this imprisonment to see precious
souls saved and other Christians embolden to take Paul’s place in preaching and evangelising.
For in 2 Timothy it is stated that even some of Caesar’s household are converted. God makes no
mistakes.

And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and
altogether such as I am, except these bonds. (v29)
Paul’s reply is magnificent and noble. He does not let him off the hook but presses the need. It
shows the true love Paul had for souls on their way to a lost eternity. He is not so concerned
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