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“A FAITHFUL LEGACY” (Acts 20:1-38) 

The Apostle Paul will now move on from Ephesus where he has laboured for at least 24 months 
and heads over to mainland Europe. He had seen God establish this city as a beacon of light to 
all of Asia Minor (modern Turkey). 

 

And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go 
into Macedonia. And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into 

Greece, And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, 
he purposed to return through Macedonia. (v1-3) 

 
The Apostle Paul then follows Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia. Paul was a loving pastor as 
well as a tremendous theologian and preacher. We read that he, “called unto him the disciples, and 
embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia.” It is easy for people in places of spiritual 
leadership to become distant from people. But the two things that make a great teacher are love 
for his listeners and love for sound doctrine. We see that the saints of God have the same 
fervent love for him at Ephesus in v37. Paul was a living epistle of what he taught. 

Paul was fully committed to the edifying of the saints and poured himself into this last 
trip giving “much exhortation.” Paul was continually driven by their needs and not his own. It 
seems that it was while he was at Corinth on this trip that the Apostle wrote his greatest 
theological treatise, Romans. This man was never idle. But neither was the devil, for hell 
recognised that their greatest enemy on earth was this unwavering man of God. He was their 
number one target, “And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to 
return through Macedonia.” The Lord was fully aware of the plot. He still had work for Paul to do. 
So, providence worked to protect Paul from these plots against him. Providence led Paul to 
return North to Macedonia for further ministry. This would prove a greater blessing to the 
churches in Macedonia. 
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And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; 
and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. (v4) 

 
At least seven of the names of those accompanying him are listed from four different areas. The 
Gospel is truly universal and unifying from those of differing backgrounds and cultures. This 
unity of the body of Christ, made up of members with diverse backgrounds, nationalities, and 
spiritual gifts is a recurrent theme of Paul’s (1 Cor. 12; Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:13-22; 4:1-16; Col. 3:11). 
Paul had, in effect, a travelling seminary where he taught these young men from the Scriptures as 
he went along. 

 
 
These going before tarried for us at Troas. And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, 
and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. And upon the first day of the week, when 

the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued 
his speech until midnight. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together. 

(v5-8) 
 
It seems Luke joined Paul again as he passed through Philippi. Around six years previously, he 
dropped the “we” when Paul was previously in Philippi (Acts 16:16). This is Paul’s third visit to 
the port city of Troas where a church had already been established. He only stays this time for 7 
days. It was a flying visit! This is the earliest unambiguous reference to the practice of the NT 
church to meet on the first day of the week (cf. 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10). It is quite possible that 
the early Church celebrated the Lord’s Supper on every Lord’s day. Paul linked the preaching of 
the Word to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. That should always be the way. For the 
sacraments are always instructed by and subordinate to the Word of God. These people were 
clearly hungry for the Word of God and wanted everything they could from this master teacher, 
who was soon to depart. They were willing to stay up all night to hear him. Some believe that 
they met on the evening for the service because Sunday was a compulsory working day for many 
of them, especially those who were slaves.  
 
And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was 

long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul 
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went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him. When he 
therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, so 

he departed.  And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. (v9-12) 
 
The long night of preaching took its toll on one young man in the congregation. Even the 
greatest of preachers can put some people to sleep. The name “Eutychus” signifies “one of good 
fortune” and Providence was kind to him here. The “many lights” may have burned up a lot of 
oxygen and this coupled with the heat generated from a crowd and the lateness of the hour 
knocked out this young man. He probably fell from the window down to the courtyard below. 
Falling asleep in the Church can be dangerous! 

It seems the communion service was interrupted by this Eutychus’ fall and, when they 
had restored him, they went on and finished the Lord’s supper. They then “talked a long while.” 
Even though preaching is long, people still wanted more from the Apostle. It was a memorable 
night of sweet fellowship around God’s Word. Undoubtedly, the disciples in Troas would have 
been encouraged over their fears concerning trial and death when they saw Eutychus walking 
among them. Deffinbaugh notes, 

 
“Why is so little emphasis put on this miracle? Why is it passed over so quickly? Because 
this was not Paul’s priority. Paul is instrumental in the raising of the lad, but it was not 
his main interest. Paul was intent on teaching these folks, so much so that when the boy 
was raised to life, he quickly went back upstairs to observe communion and to teach 
more, for the rest of the night (verse 11). It is almost as though Paul looked at his watch 
and said, “Oh my, we have just lost 20 minutes of teaching time, let’s quickly go upstairs 
and break bread and then I have some more things which I need to teach you before I 
leave.” Why do both Paul and Luke give this miracle “second place” status? Many seem 
to think that Acts is a book of miracles, and that this book is our basis for assuming that 
God not only can but will work miracles on a daily basis. When one reads the Book of 
Acts carefully, you find that the book records fewer miracles than we might expect—
fewer miracles than actually occurred. I believe that both Luke and Paul were firmly 
convinced that while miracles would come and go, but that the Word of God would be 
eternal. I believe that both were convinced that while miracles will not sustain faith, the 
Word of God will.” 

 
And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, 

minding himself to go afoot. (v13) 
 
This was much the habit of the Lord Jesus Himself. Probably this wish to be alone was for Paul 
to prepare himself for all he wished to impart to these Ephesian elders. This trip was about 25 
miles. 
 
And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. And we sailed thence, and came the 
next day over against Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day 
we came to Miletus. For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: 

for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. (v14-16) 
 



For 24 March 2019                                                                       Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 4 

Again, we read that Paul publicly revealed he had made plans for his future ministry. This 
demonstrates that it is legitimate to plan and to have order in our lives, as long as we let the Lord 
break that when He wishes. His desire to go to Jerusalem showed his love for His Jewish 
kinsfolk and he wanted to let the Jewish believers in the Mother Church there know that he still 
respected his lineage. There was also the matter of delivering the gifts to the poor saints and it 
was important to demonstrate the unity of the whole Church. 
 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he 
said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all 
seasons, Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the 

lying in wait of the Jews: (v17-18) 
 
This must have been a bittersweet moment for the Apostle. He deeply loved these people and 
parting was painful but he knew that he must go on to further ministry. Few would be able to 
speak as he did of such sacrificial service to the Lord. The Church at Ephesus was established by 
much trial and pain, “and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews.” 
The famous US President, Theodore Roosevelt suffered from poor health as a child. He rose 
from those limitations to become president of the USA. He once observed, “Nothing in the 
world is worth having or worth doing unless it means effort, pain, difficulty… I have never in 
my life envied a human being who led an easy life. I have envied a great many people who led 
difficult lives and led them well.” 
 

 
 

And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, 
and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ. (v20-21) 
 
This is an incredible testimony! Paul is not boasting here but making himself accountable before 
the leadership of this Church. These verses 19-21 were a complete commentary of Paul’s time at 
Ephesus. He knew the power of the Word of God. Barnes makes the following points,  
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(1) That Paul’s example is a warrant and an implied injunction for family visitation by a 
pastor. If proper in Ephesus, it is proper still. If practicable in that city, it is in other 
cities. If it was useful there, it will be elsewhere. If it furnished to him consolation in the 
retrospect when he came to look over his ministry, and if it was one of the things which 
enabled him to say, “I am pure from the blood of all men,” it will be so in other cases.  
(2) The design for which ministers should visit should be a religious design. Paul did not 
visit for mere ceremony; for idle gossip, or chit-chat; or to converse on the news or 
politics of the day. His aim was to show the way of salvation, and to teach in private 
what he taught in public. 
(3) How much of this is to be done is, of course, to be left to the discretion of every 
minister. Paul, in private visiting, did not neglect public instruction. The latter he 
evidently considered to be his main or chief business. His high views of preaching are 
evinced in his life, and in his letters to Timothy and Titus. Yet, while public preaching is 
the main, the prime, the leading business of a minister, and while his first efforts should 
be directed to preparation for that, he may and should find time to enforce his public 
instructions by going from house to house; and often he will find that his most 
immediate and apparent success will result from such family instructions. 
(4) If it is his duty to visit, it is the duty of is people to receive him as becomes an 
ambassador of Christ. They should be willing to listen to his instructions; to treat him 
with kindness, and to aid his endeavours in bringing a family under the influence of 
religion. 

 

 
 
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:  Save 
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things 

move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. (v22-24) 

 
A number of commentators wrongly try to argue that Paul was out of the will of God here and 
acted in the flesh. But this expression, “bound in the spirit” is in the perfect passive. The perfect 
tense in Greek corresponds to the perfect tense in English, and describes an action which is 
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viewed as having been completed in the past, once and for all, not needing to be repeated. The 
passive voice represents the subject as being the recipient of the action from an objective power. 
So, there must have been a day in the past when God moved upon Paul’s heart to go to 
Jerusalem. This was not a rash or fatalistic act but one led by the Holy Spirit. 

Paul reveals that he did not have a full knowledge of everything that would unfold in his 
future but indicates in v23 that he had some belief that going to Jerusalem would result in 
afflictions for him. Every one has a course that God has appointed for him. We cannot live 
another’s life. It is God and God alone who determines this. Paul’s course was not complete 
until he wrote 2 Tim 4 but he did not want to finish it here with complaining but with joy. This 
expression “the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” is a 
classic statement of Paul’s life. There are 3 things we are all called to do: 
(1) We must find the will of God 
(2) We must do the will of God 
(3) We must finish the will of God for our lives. 
Next to our new birth the calling of God is the greatest gift we could receive. As one 
commentator pointed out,  
 

“The apostle Paul changed the world as few other men have ever done. He lived in a day 
before jet airplanes or cars and paved highways. He had to go everywhere by foot, on 
donkeys, or by sailing vessel, none of which were very speedy. He did not have a 
telephone to call and talk with the leaders of churches that he had founded around the 
Roman Empire. He couldn’t even call someone across town. If he wanted to see the 
person, he had to walk across town and hope to find him at home. He didn’t have 
computers, email, copy machines, or other modern tools that make communication 
easier. He spent many years of his ministry in prison, unable to move about freely. He 
contended with fierce opposition both from outside and inside the church. And yet, after 
25-30 years of ministry, he left a lasting impact on the world, not only in his time, but 
also for all times.” 

 
And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face 

no more.  Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. (v25-27) 

 
These final words of farewell constituted a difficult moment as Paul had some deep friendships 
and profound memories of this place. He left them with a clear conscience, “Wherefore I take you 
to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the 
counsel of God.” One of the things a faithful preacher should always be mindful of is to preach the 
whole counsel of God. That’s the key to a successful ministry. If a pastor fails at that, he fails 
completely.  

 
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing 
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking 
perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years 

I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. (v28-31) 
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These final words of farewell were not totally focused on the past. It would have been easier to 
gloss over the issue and focus on his achievements at Ephesus. But this wise pastor wanted them 
to face up to the challenges ahead. Paul warns them to pay attention to themselves and also to 
their flock – both are required. The primary responsibility of a pastor/elder is to teach the 
Scriptures in order to feed the flock. Paul emphasises here shows how vital the Church is to 
Christ, “which he hath purchased with his own blood.” The Apostle Paul was not some blinded 
optimist. He was a wise man. Over the years in ministry, Paul had discerned the wiles of the 
devil. He recognized that there were those wolves in the flock at Ephesus, and the nature of the 
wolf is to destroy (Matt 7: 15). Paul as a careful and faithful shepherd saw through the real 
character of these wolves in sheep’s clothing, but now that he was going he knew the enemies of 
the gospel would take the opportunity to test his successors. The attack he foresaw will come 
from without and within. Likely some of these wolves were standing in front of Paul. 

 
Paul urges them to be alert to the imminent danger, Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock.” He reminds them that the Holy Ghost has given them this ministry and will hold them 
accountable for not fulfilling it. Paul makes clear that his example was to continually be alert to 
such danger, “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears.” This night/day for 3 years shows the faithfulness of Paul for this flock. It 
also provides the example of how they were to resist the danger of these false teachers. 
 

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or 

apparel.  Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were 
with me.  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. And when he had thus spoken, he 

kneeled down, and prayed with them all. (v32-36) 
 
Paul commends them, not to their talents or possession or personalities, but to God Himself and 
to the Word of His grace. This is all we can absolutely depend on. The Apostle knew enemies 
would come in after him attacking his reputation and so he wanted to get these issues straight 
about his financial circumstances before he left. He pointed out that he took nothing from them 
and even paid for the needs of his disciples. Although Paul did not need to do this (1 Cor. 9:13-
14), he wanted to be above reproach for the sake of the gospel (1 Cor. 9:12; 2 Cor. 12:14).  
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Paul uses Christ as the ultimate example of how we should give without any desire of 
compensation (Luke 14:12-14). He cites a quote of Jesus that was not in the gospels but was 
treasured up by those who heard them. This turns the thinking of the world upside down for the 
world argues that it is always better to take than to give. Pritchard notes, 

“Our giving draws us nearer to God. How so? First, by making us imitators of the God 
who gives. Nothing is more natural to God than to give. “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son” (John 3:16). Giving lies at the very heart of who God 
is. If God did not give us food to eat, water to drink, and air to breathe, we would not be 
here. If God did not give us life itself, we would not be here. If God had not given us his 
Son to die for us, we would perish eternally. You will never be more like God than when 
you give. Second, giving causes us to share in his delight. We know that God loves a 
cheerful giver (II Corinthians 9:7). You’ve heard it said (based on a Greek word in that 
verse) that God loves a “hilarious” giver. God takes great delight in being God. I think 
he enjoyed creating the universe, fashioning the stars, and forming the creatures of the 
earth. How could you not enjoy making an armadillo? When we give, we join God in the 
delight he takes in giving to us. Third, when we give, we put ourselves in the place where 
God can bless us. Think of all the benefits of giving: We relieve the needs of others, we 
inspire others to join with us, we improve our own soul, and we establish habits that 
bring eternal rewards. Our generous giving brings glory to the Lord. These are all great 
blessings that come to us when we give.” 
 

 
 

And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed him, Sorrowing most of all for the words which he 
spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship. (v37-38) 

 
The leaders of the Church at Ephesus truly loved and respected their beloved teacher as they 
knew there was a consistency between what he said and what he truly was. No one contradicted 
his testimony. They all knew he lived what he preached. The Greek indicates they wept and 
kissed Paul continually. For these men knew they would never have such a gift in their midst 
again.  


