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“Consequences of Backsliding – Part 1” (Genesis 19:1-17)  

The story of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is one of the most striking in all of 
Scriptures. Sodom gives us a snapshot of a society seeking to live without God. It is not an 
attractive picture. So it is a story that we need to take careful note concerning as it is held up as 
an example of God’s judgment on a sinful society, “And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into 
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly” (2 
Peter 2:6). This is a scene that will also reflect the behaviour of the end of this world and the 
manner of the end of the world (cf. Luke 17:28-37).  

This incident presents a salutary lesson for every believer of the dangers of backsliding. 
Lot’s life is a beacon of warning for every Christian. We all need to be aware of the powerful 
allure of the world. It is true that we have to live in the world but we also need to avoid being 
corrupted by it. W. H. Griffith Thomas details the delicate balance,  

 
“A ship in the water is perfectly right, but water in the ship would be perfectly wrong. 
The Christian in the world is right and necessary, but the world in the Christian is wrong 
and disastrous.”  
 

From the beginning of this chapter we need to keep reminding ourselves that Lot was a believer 
(cf. 2 Pet. 2:7-8). He demonstrates what can happen when a believer begins to compromise with 
sin. There are always consequences for compromise. God is not soft on sin. A true believer 
cannot sin with impunity (cf. Heb. 12:7-8).  
 
And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed 
himself with his face toward the ground; And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all 
night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 
And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake 

unleavened bread, and they did eat. (v1-3) 
 
There is a clear pattern that emerges in the life of Lot in Scripture. His eventual downfall in 
Sodom does not happen in just a few small steps. We should note the downward spiral of sin, 
 
(1) He looked with desire towards Sodom (Gen. 13:10).  
(2) He pitched his tent towards Sodom (Gen. 13:12).  
(3) He dwelt in Sodom (Gen. 14:12). 
(4) He became a ruler in Sodom (Gen. 19:1).  
 
This process clearly did not occur over night. Lot’s family had grown up and married to men in 
the city. Doubtless it took many years for Lot to work his way up the ranks of the ladder of the 
Sodom. As he did so, Lot had to ignore God’s warning on the way through his captivity and 
Abraham’s testimony to him (cf. Gen 14). Now Lot may have thought that he had got away with 
his backsliding, but God has His eye on this man. These two angels have a very solemn message 
to deliver to Lot.  

When the angels arrive at Sodom they find Lot sitting in a position of prominence at “the 
gate of Sodom.” This was a position of leadership in Eastern cities. The former herdsman had 
made it to the top in the big city. Lot had finally “arrived.” He had succeeded but at the wrong 
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thing! If we were honest, most believers would admire Lot more than Abraham at this point in 
the narrative. That is why many churches have more “Lots” than “Abrahams” in them! 

It is tragic to see Lot now separated from the godly intercessor Abraham and choosing as 
his companions the men of Sodom who were, “wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly” (Gen. 
13:13). He is the very opposite of the godly man of Psalm 1. Steve Cole summed up the sad life 
of Lot,  

 
“Lot had moved to Sodom to pursue the good life (Gen. 13:10). He had done well 
financially. He had a house in a prosperous city (Ezek. 16:49). He may have had a seat on 
the city council, as seen in his sitting in the gate (comparable to city hall). But he ends up 
escaping with the clothes on his back, losing his wife, and hiding in a cave with his two 
daughters who make him drunk and commit incest with him so that they can have 
children. Lot is a sad picture of a man who sought to gain his life, but lost it. He was 
saved by the grace of God, but saved so as through fire (1 Cor. 3:15) - singed, stripped of 
everything, traumatized by the severe discipline of the Lord.”  

 
There is no indication at this point that Lot recognised that these men were angels. Lot 
demonstrated a similar hospitable character as Abraham did to the angelic visitors. After bowing 
before them, he compelled them to stay at his house. The streets of Sodom were not a safe place 
for even two men to be at night. It may have been a wealthy place but it was not a safe spiritual 
environment to raise a family. Now we know that Lot’s conscience troubled him at times in 
Sodom. Peter tells us, “And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: (For that 
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their 
unlawful deeds;)” (2 Peter 2:7-8). However, despite the vexation of spirit with the morals of Sodom, 
Lot could not break free from his love for the wealth of Sodom. 
 
But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from 
every quarter: And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, 

that we may know them. (v4-5) 
 
The depth of depravity in the heart of Sodom is now starkly revealed. The words “sodomy” and 
“sodomites” is derived from this incident. Lot had not managed to get his visitors in unnoticed 
by the men of Sodom. Sin had so consumed the Sodomites that “both old and young, all the people 
from every quarter” went out at night to indulge their perverted lusts. They had no qualms about 
seeking out these two angels to engage in such depraved activity by force.  

The terrible demand by these Sodomites was not a gang of degenerate men, but the 
prevailing values of the entire community. These men did not just want their sinful desires and 
solicitations to be tolerated by a liberal society; they wanted to be able to express them without 
restraint. This depraved attitude was rooted in the pride of these men, 

 
Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen 
the hand of the poor and needy. And they were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me: therefore I took them away as I saw good. (Ezekiel 19:49-
50) 
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The men of Sodom were hardened to their sin. They had no shame but paraded their sin openly, 
“The shew of their countenance doth witness against them; and they declare their sin as Sodom, they hide it not” 
(Isa. 3:9). The fact that this sin was so widespread and openly celebrated in Sodom meant that 
God must judge such a place (cf. Rom. 1:26-27). This was a society consumed by sin. The cup of 
iniquity was full in Sodom. 
 
And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. Behold now, I 

have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: 
only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. (v6-8) 

 
The spiritual failures in the life of Lot had greatly affected his ability to think biblically. He is full 
of contradictions. Instead of trusting the Lord to deliver them, Lot attempts to placate them with 
gestures of expedience. His first mistake was to refer to these evil men as “brethren,” although to 
his credit he makes clear they are doing wrong, “do not so wickedly.” Then unbelievably he makes 
the perverted suggestion that his virgin daughters are substituted for the angels for these lust- 
consumed men to rape. “Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, 
bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes.” 

Now Lot made this offer of his daughters to save face, “only unto these men do nothing; for 
therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.” Lot knew that if the men were harmed that this would 
reflect badly on him as they were his invited guests. However, allowing your daughters to be 
corrupted carried no shame in Sodom. Lot was more concerned with his reputation as a 
businessman than as a family man. Steve Cole makes a pertinent application, 

 
“I’m sure none of us would do what Lot did, but we often do other things to protect our 
status at the expense of our families. We work long hours to try to succeed financially, 
even though it means neglecting the family. Why do we do that? We want the status that 
comes from success. What do you think of when you hear that someone is successful? 
That he raised his family to fear the Lord or that he made it financially? Success with 
your family just doesn’t carry the same weight in our culture as financial success. When 
we buy into that view of status, we’re being conformed to the world.” 

 
Most unbelieving fathers would shudder from making such a terrible offer that Lot made. We 
certainly would never expect a believing father to do so! It shows how far Lot had fallen into 
compromise. He was now thinking with the morals of Sodom! His daughters learned such 
situational ethics from him (cf. Gen. 19:31-38). 
 

And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal 
worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door. But the men put forth 
their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with 

blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door. (v9-11) 
 
The men of Sodom were so consumed with their depraved lusts that Lot’s terrible offer was 
immediately rejected, “Stand back.” They will not tolerate any perceived attempt to restrain their 
moral lawlessness. Lot’s reputation that he had worked so hard to cultivate lasts just a few 
sentences, “This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, 
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than with them.” It may be that they had not attacked Lot before because of the fear of his uncle 
Abraham’s military prowess, but now consumed with pride the men of Sodom turn on Lot. 

Instead of Lot saving his visitors, they now save him, “But the men put forth their hand, and 
pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.” The angelic visitors immediately give the men of 
Sodom a foretaste of the darkness of hell that will soon await them by smiting them with 
blindness. Although this was a just punishment for their sin, there was also grace in this 
blindness. It was a warning of God’s anger towards sin and a last opportunity to repent. But the 
men of Sodom were so hardened in their sins that we read that all of them, “wearied themselves to 
find the door.” They refused to give up their quest to satisfy their perverted lusts. It is a wretched 
picture of uncontrollable sin. 

 
And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the 
city, bring them out of this place: For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and 

the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. (v12-13) 
 
Lot has no concern for the souls of his extended family, let alone the people of Sodom. What a 
contrast to Abraham in the previous chapter who interceded so fervently for these sinners. The 
angels seek to get Lot to think about the desperate need of his family by questioning him about 
his relatives and revealing to him the imminent threat of destruction. Don Cole notes, 
 

“Lot’s weakness lay in his lack of conviction. His sense of the sinfulness of sin sufficed 
to make him uncomfortable in Sodom, but it was not enough to make Sodom 
unendurable. He had adjusted to it quite nicely; otherwise, he would have left, for he 
certainly had had opportunity to do so. Lack of conviction had kept him there, whereas 
profound conviction kept his uncle Abraham in the promise land, notwithstanding his 
years of disappointment.” 

 
And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD 

will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. (v14) 
 
We don’t read of Lot making a single convert in all of his years in Sodom. Worldly Christians 
seldom do. The way to reach the lost is to live in a way that is different from them as epistles of 
Christ “known and read of all men” (2 Cor. 3:2). That is why Abraham could witness to the King of 
Sodom and Daniel could witness to Nebuchadnezzar. Now Lot begins what could have been his 
first evangelistic campaign in his family circle by warning, “Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD 
will destroy this city.” We should credit him that he at least tried in the remaining hours before 
sunrise. But tragically it was too little too late. He could not find one convert even from within 
his own family! Not one of his neighbours, servants, and family were moved by his words. 
Compromise destroyed his testimony. In fact we are told, “But he seemed as one that mocked unto his 
sons in law.” 

These sons in law had clearly never heard anything spiritual from their father in law. 
They may have heard that he had some religious beliefs but obviously it was well hidden for the 
most part. Now when he begins to speak of Jehovah and judgment on sin, they think old Lot 
must have gone insane. It was so out of character for him to talk like this. When a man’s family 
have no recognition of his religious piety he has sunk very low. These sons in law judged the 
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situation the way they saw Lot judging it all of those years. Sodom was thriving and there was no 
reason to leave when the prospects seemed so good. 
 
And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou 
be consumed in the iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 

the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. And it 
came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 

plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. (v15-17) 
 
The inhabitants of Sodom had their final warning. Now the remaining hours are almost up. The 
reaction of the men of Sodom may not surprise us, but Lot’s reluctance to leave is startling. We 
are told that even with just minutes to go that “he lingered.” He was slow when he should have 
been fast. His hesitancy was a consequence of his love for material things. This man was 
determined to die rich. Although he was repulsed by the immorality of Sodom, he was willing to 
tolerate this in order to enjoy the material pleasures that Sodom provided for him. Lot’s lack of 
urgency to give up sin even know he knows it will destroy him is a common sign of a 
backslidden condition.  

The grip that Sodom had on his soul was so powerful that the angels are forced to drastic 
action and forcibly take the whole family by the hand. This is amazing grace as the inspired 
writer notes, “the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.” 
This is not a happy picture of a Christian home. Sin had taken a grip that was almost impossible 
to break free from. It is not a home any believer should seek to emulate. You cannot have God 
and the world no matter what the devil promises.  
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 

1. Why are we so reluctant to give up the things of this world?  

2. What were the steps in Lot’s fall?  

3. Can a worldly Christian have an effective testimony?  

4. How have you been challenged by this passage?  

 


