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“CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSIBILITY TO GOVERNMENT” (Romans 13:1-7) 

The Christian life has always been a tightrope the saints of God have had to walk because as 
believers we live in two kingdoms – the kingdom of God and the kingdom of men. This tightrope 
inevitably leads to tensions when conflict arises.  
 
OVERVIEW - The apostle Paul has been dealing with various relationships and duties that flow 
from knowing the truths of the Gospel. The first one is our relationship to God (Romans 12:1-2). 
Paul’s next concern is our relationships with our fellow believers and then the unsaved world 
(Romans 12:3-21). Now, Paul moves on to focus on the relationship between the believer and the 
state (Romans 13:1-7). It has been often noted that God only established three institutions–the 
home, the church, and the state. Most of us are familiar with how we are to act at home and in the 
local church. But we are often less aware of our duties as citizens.  
 

(1) THE REASONS FOR SUBMISSION (v1-5) 
 
Paul begins, as he often does, by laying down a principle that he will then unfold and defend. The 
principle that he instructs us is, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.” This word, “subject” is 
a present middle imperative verb. This indicates that this is a command that we must be doing 
continuously by ourselves. It is a word that means “a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, 
assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.” It differs from obedience in the sense that 
submission deals more with the attitude whereas obedience deals more with the actual acts that 
result from a submissive heart. There are no exceptions or caveats presented here by Paul. The 
expression “every soul” is very emphatic in the Greek. It means both believers and unbelievers. This 
expression “the higher powers” includes not just the heads of state, but every agent of the state’s 
authority including judges, police officers, teachers etc. So, being a citizen of a heavenly kingdom 
in no way negates our responsibility to be submissive and good citizens. In fact, it should enhance 
our commitment to be so.  
 
(a) GOD ORDAINED (v1b-2) - The first reason that Paul gives that we must submit to the 
state is that Governments are of God, “For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God.” (v1b) So strongly does Paul emphasize this fact that he points out, “Whosoever therefore resisteth 
the power, resisteth the ordinance of God.” (v2a) Therefore, submission to the government is an 
expression of our submission to God. The theological reality is that even the very worst of rulers 
and governments are universally ordained by God. This is regardless of place, circumstance, or 
any other consideration. It is God alone who determines who sits on the throne. That does not 
mean that everything they do is right or good, but that God is the sovereign power behind them, 
permitting their rule. This idea is not new to this epistle. Paul pointed out that even the wicked 
Pharaoh was raised up by God in a previous chapter (Rom. 9:17).  

All throughout Scripture, God represents Himself as the controlling force behind every 
government, without exception (Dan. 2:20-21; John 19:10-11). Every believer, no matter what 
form of government he is under, is required to humbly submit himself to that governing authority. 
We should not conclude that this was an easy statement for Paul to make. He faced hostile 
governmental authorities throughout his ministry and would eventually be imprisoned and die by 
their hand. Yet Paul never counseled rebellion or disobedience.  
 
(b) POWER OF STATE TO CHASTEN (v3-4) - The second reason that Paul gives that we 
should submit to the state is that they have the power to punish us for disobedience, “For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power?” (v3a) That is why we 
intuitively slow down when driving when we spot a police car. Now, this is not the highest motive 
for obedience but it is a motivation. Paul also reiterates that this power to punish is God-ordained, 
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“But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” (v4b) 

This power to punish is a “severe mercy” of grace to our society, “For he is the minister of 
God to thee for good.” Government is given by God to restrain man’s sin and to protect man from 
himself. Even bad government is better than no government. For if God were to remove 
governments, lawlessness and sin would abound in our society as in the days of anarchy before 
the flood. The worst days in Israel were days when lawlessness reigned, “In those days there was no 
king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6)  
 
Now, there are a number of points that we need to note in passing that are particularly relevant to 
us:  
 
(i) Governments have a moral duty to carry out on God’s behalf against evildoers and to protect 
those who do right, “for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” It is 
popular by many criminologists and sociologists to argue that legislators should refrain from 
legislating on moral matters. But are murder and theft not moral matters? Is corruption not a moral 
matter? If so, on what basis do we legislate these moral issues and declare that they are crimes?  
(ii) Governments are required by God to bear “the sword” to chastise and punish the evildoer. It is 
becoming popular, even in some Christian circles, to argue against capital punishment using a mis-
exegesis of passages about loving our enemies and turning the other cheek, as in the Sermon on 
the Mount. Such people fail to distinguish between personal and governmental actions. Paul here 
is dealing with the latter and he calls on the state to take up “the sword” and be “a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil.”  

Capital punishment was instituted by God in Genesis 9:6. This pre-dates the civil law given 
by God through Moses to Israel by hundreds of years. Therefore, capital punishment for murder 
is universal in application in all of time. Indeed, the apostle Paul accepted its legitimacy in respect 
of himself, “For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there 
be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.” (Acts 
25:11). Abolishing capital punishment only cheapens rather than elevates the value of human life. 
Incidentally, Paul’s example here in appealing to Caesar demonstrates that it is also legitimate for 
us to use the government to protect us and to uphold our rights as citizens for the sake of the 
gospel. We are not to have a martyr complex.  
(iii) Governments are limited in their function. They can restrain evil by deterrent and punish the 
wrong doer, but they cannot change the hearts of people. They have the ability to treat some of 
the symptoms, but they cannot effect a complete cure by dealing with the root of the disease – the 
sin nature. That is why so many criminals re-offend so often and are jailed on multiple occasions. 
Governments are not evangelists! They may frighten us into obeying the laws outwardly, but they 
cannot make us delight or love the moral law of God. Only the gospel can do that. The function 
of evangelizing the world has been given to the church not to the government. We should be 
interested in politics as governments affect our lives. But we should not become obsessed by 
politics, as they are not the best solution to the problems of sin in our society.  
 
(c) CONSCIENCE (v5) - The third reason the apostle gives to submit to the state is because of 
conscience, “Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.” (v5) Every 
man has a conscience planted by God that is in a way independent of us, as it cannot be erased or 
controlled. It is an internal judge, defining right and wrong, which condemns us when we break 
the moral law of God by bearing witness to its requirements (Rom. 2:15-16).  

It is vital for Christians to have a good conscience, “Having a good conscience; that, whereas they 
speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ” (1 
Peter 3:16). Believers have an informed conscience that has been taught by the word of God 
(Hebrews 5:14). The fact that we have an informed conscience should lead us to aim for higher 
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moral standards that the minimum set by human government. Our conscience reminds us through 
passages like Romans 13 that we must submit to governments as “God’s ministers” for the sake of 
our testimony to, “do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same.” (v3b) Peter picks up the 
same point and argues that this means all levels of government such as police officers, civil 
servants, school teachers etc. (1 Peter 2:13-15) 

We do not submit just because we fear the wrath of the state if we are caught, but because 
we know that this will affect our own conscience, and ultimately our relationship with God. So 
submission to the governing authorities not only makes us better citizens, it makes us better 
Christians.  
 

(2) THE MANNER OF SUBMISSION (v6-7) 
 
After teaching us that governments are ordained by God as “God’s ministers,” the apostle instructs 
us that believers should respond in a particular manner. We are to, “Render therefore to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” This is to 
be done while reserving our duty to give to God that which is due to God alone.  

The first duty we are required is to pay “dues” which are really direct taxes, like income 
tax, and “tributes” which are more indirect taxes, like road tolls. This does not mean that all taxes 
are just but that the principle of taxation is a right one. As Christians we may disagree with the 
amount we are taxed or the way our taxes are spent, but we have no right to withhold paying taxes 
to the lawful authorities. Tax revenue is needed for them to carry out their God-ordained function. 

Evading our taxes is not only a crime, but also a sin. The ultimate model in payment of 
taxes is Jesus Christ in Matthew 17. He not only paid His own taxes, but commanded, “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s.” 

The second thing that Paul deals with is our attitude to the governing authorities. He tells 
us we must give, “fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” This “fear” is more a sense of awe and 
reverence for those that hold the offices of the state. This word “honour” has the idea of showing 
the proper respect for those in authority because they are holding a God-appointed office. Peter 
also exhorts us to “honour the king” (1 Peter 2:17).  

The manner that we pay our taxes and respect the lawful authorities is an indication of our 
spiritual state. Christians should never speak in a derogatory way to or about those that God has 
appointed to rule in governmental roles. Let us pay our taxes faithfully and give due respect and 
honour to those that God has appointed to rule over us, especially in this day of increasing 
lawlessness and disrespect for authority. You cannot be a spiritual person and disrespect the 
authority that God has placed over you. This is true whether it is the governing authorities, church 
authorities, and family authorities.  
 
LIMITATIONS OF AUTHORITY - The authority of human government is a delegated 
authority from the ultimate authority – GOD. It has no power outside of that authority. They are 
God’s servants and as such are subject to their Master’s authority. When an order or law of the 
human authority directly contradicts a revealed command of the ultimate authority then the 
Christian must always defer to the latter. Peter and John made this principle clear in Acts 5:29 
when they said, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” These men knew the revealed will of God 
was for them to preach the gospel so they dare not refuse God’s direct order to accommodate the 
desires of mere men. We see multiple examples of this in the Book of Daniel (cf. Daniel 3:16-18) 
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“LOVE: THE KEY TO OBEDIENCE” (Romans 13:8-10) 

OVERVIEW - After Paul has dealt in detail with the relationship between the duties of a believer 
to the individual (Romans 12:3-21) and the state (Romans 13:1-7), he concludes and summarizes 
in v8-10 what he has been saying in all these areas. As he does so, Paul will emphasise that the key 
to exercising our duties is to be motivated by love. This is not a new thought. For Romans 12:1-2 
is simply loving the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, and mind whereas Romans 12:3-21 
is loving our neighbour as ourselves. The order is also significant, as we cannot love our fellow 
man the right way until we love God the right way. Now in Romans 13:8-10, Paul looks at the 
more negative side of love – what love will not do. He has already focused on what love does in 
Romans 12:3-21.  

Every Christian should be driven to act by unconditional and unselfish agape love. The 
apostle will show that this love is more than just a feeling, but manifests itself in actions to our 
fellow man. This is based on an OT principle from Leviticus 19:18 which Paul will cite in v9 to 
back up his case. This is the single most quoted verse in the NT (9 times). Sadly it has been 
misquoted, misused, and misunderstood by many believers.  
 

(1) THE PRINCIPLE OF LOVE (v8) 
 
The basic principle of love to govern these relationships is stated in v8a by Paul, “Owe no man any 
thing, but to love one another.” The tense is of this verb “owe” is the present continuous imperative, 
which in this context forbids the continuance of an action already going on. This Greek word 
translated “owe” has diverse meanings including monetary and moral obligations. So Paul is 
commanding, not suggesting, that his readers do not continue owing a debt i.e. ensure that you 
don’t remain in debt by properly discharging them. 
 
BORROWING AND LENDING? There are some writers who assume that the expression 
here, “Owe no man any thing” means that it is wrong for a believer to borrow or lend to another. 
This is an erroneous interpretation that can be demonstrated from other Scriptures. It was God 
who sanctioned borrowing and lending (Exod. 22:25; Lev. 25:35-37; Deut. 15:7-9; Neh. 5:7; Psa. 
15:5; 37:21, 26; Ezek. 22:12; Matt. 5:42; Luke 6:34). Indeed, we are expressly told, “A good man 
sheweth favour, and lendeth: he will guide his affairs with discretion” (Psa. 112:5).  

The principle that Paul is setting forth here must be guided by the context of this chapter 
and this book. In Romans 13:7 he instructed, “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is 
due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” So in light of those duties Paul 
immediately instructs in the next verse, “Owe no man any thing.” In other words, what duties we owe 
to the state must be discharged properly and promptly. Once you miss a scheduled payment, then 
you come under the enforcement of this passage.  

Notwithstanding, I believe, there are wider applications. This is also a warning to every 
individual, every businessman, and every church to live within their means, always remembering 
that the borrower is slave to the lender (Prov. 22:7). They should not rashly take on debts, when 
there is no reasonable expectation that they can meet the contracted repayment schedules. The 
Lord Jesus Christ points out that this is simply common sense, “For which of you, intending to build a 
tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?” (Luke 14:28).  

In a day when credit cards and loan companies proliferate, we need to be careful with our 
finances. Before you commit to borrowing, think it through carefully and prayerfully because your 
testimony will be greatly harmed if you are unable to meet your debts. This principle is entirely 
consistent with Scripture, “The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and 
giveth” (Psa. 37:21). The father of John Wesley, Samuel Wesley, who was an Anglican minister, had 
great difficulty handling money and was regularly in debt. He was even imprisoned for not paying 
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his debts and had to seek the help of the Bishop of York to obtain a pardon from debtor’s prison. 
This lifestyle brought great shame to his family and the gospel cause.  
 
GOSPEL DEBT - Now, there is one debt we are allowed to be perpetually under. Paul tells us 
this debt is, “but to love one another.” This includes all men from whatever background that God 
brings us into contact or knowledge of. Paul gives no exceptions. An example of this debt is the 
gospel debt Paul owed, “I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise” (Rom. 1:14). All of us feel the obligations of this debt, as we are debtors to God’s grace. 

The gospel love debt is one that we can never discharge. We must be paying it back daily, 
yet we always owe more of it. You may pay off your taxes, credit card bills or your outstanding 
mortgage, but this supreme debt is one that abides with us on this planet. It is the only un-
discharged debt that God permits us to be in up to our necks! Paul then tells us why we are 
commanded to perpetually “love one another,” as he says, “for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.” 
(v8b) The key to living out God’s holy moral law is tied up in love to our fellow man. Law and 
love are not two opposing forces but two sides of the same coin. There is love in law and law in 
love! 

This word “fulfilled” here is greater than simply obeying. You can outwardly or mechanically 
obey the moral law, but to fulfill the law means to not just live up to the letter of it but the spirit 
of it. The spirit of the law is tied up and motivated by love – it is the oil that lubricates the 
mechanics of the acts of obedience. Paul gives us an example of the worthlessness in outward 
obedience only, “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, 
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.” (1 Cor. 13:3).  
 

(2) THE PRACTICE OF LOVE (v9-10) 
 
Paul then shifts from giving us the principle of love that must guide our life to illustrating how it 
should work itself out in practice in v9-10. We do not simply tell our children to be good and hope 
that they will do so. Rather we spell out in detail how they are to be good. Likewise, the apostle 
knows that we need to understand the outworking of this agape love.  

True biblical agape love is not some mushy sentimental movie scene or some pious platitude 
that we lace into our conversation on Sundays. Love is something that works itself out in actions 
at home, work or in the neighbourhood towards real people. It is the door by which we pass from 
selfishness to service for others. Paul lists some examples of this in the great chapter of love of 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7.  

In the same manner, Paul cites in Romans 13 some of the second table of the Decalogue 
to give tangible examples of how agape love should be manifest in our conduct to our fellow man, 
“For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment” (v9a). Jesus Christ told us to love the 
Lord our God with “all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” (Matt 22:37) This is a 
summary of our duty to God under the first table of the Ten Commandments. Paul argues that 
our duties under the second division can also be summarized, “it is briefly comprehended in this saying, 
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” (Romans 13:9) This is no new revelation, as Christ 
taught the same in Matthew 22:39.  

So, in seeking to follow the teachings of the second division of the law we are living out 
what it means to truly love our fellow man. Love is lawful and order. It is never lawless. For 
instance, to love my neighbour means I will never commit adultery with his wife. And to love my 
neighbour also means that I will not seek to harm him physically in murder or to plunder his 
goods. Love will never permit the things the Old Testament Law forbade. Paul is driving home 
the point here that love is not just a matter or words, but what we do as, “Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (v10)  
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“TIME TO WAKE UP” (Romans 13:11-14) 

OVERVIEW - Paul has emphasized the relationship between doctrine and duty of a believer to 
God (Romans 12:1-2), to the individual (Romans 12:3-21), and to the state (Romans 13:1-7). He 
then explained the motivation for exercising these duties must be unconditional and unselfish agape 
love (Romans 13:8-10). Now, in Romans 13:11-14 Paul will finish of this section by one final 
exhortation. He will urge us to live out these duties because of the reality of God’s ultimate 
purposes in eternity. The end of this world and the brevity of our time here is a dominant theme 
of the entire Scriptures. The Bible views everything in light of God’s final objective. Paul explains:  

(1) THE REALITY OF TIME (v11-12a) 
(2) THE WRONG USE OF TIME (v12b-13) (3) THE RIGHT USE OF TIME (v14)  

(1) THE REALITY OF TIME (v11-12a) 

All of us are intuitively aware of the reality of time. We know what it is, even if we struggle to 
define it. We are slaves to the demands of time with watches, calendars, and alarm clocks reminding 
us of schedules that must be met. The devil has many lies that he likes to use to pervert our 
understanding of time:  
(a) “Time has no end” – the serpent used this one in the garden, “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4b). 
(b) “There is plenty of time left” – this is the lie behind the boast of the rich fool in Luke 12:19, 
“And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry.” 
(c) “This life is all there is” – this can be seen in Paul’s observation, “If after the manner of men I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we 
die” (1 Cor. 15:32). 
(d) “You are spending too much time on spiritual things” – the devil is always whispering into our 
ear to become less fervent and take things easier. But Paul exhorts, “let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). 
(e) “It is too late to change your life around as God does not want you” – yet, the Scriptures reveal 
the longing of the heart of God, “All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 
gainsaying people” (Rom 10:21).  
 
The Apostle Paul in Romans 13:11-12a gives us a very different insight into time. He explains, 
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand.....” In these verses, Paul tells us:  
 
(a) Time is real and linear, “for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”  
(b) Time left is finite and is getting shorter all the time, “The night is far spent.”  
(c) Time is followed by the judgment and eternity, “the day is at hand.”  
 
The passing of time leads many believers to slumber as Paul warns, “that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep.” There is this tendency in all believers to grow cold, backslide, and become spiritually 
asleep as Christians. The NT is full of warnings about this. One writer explained the apostolic 
message as “to comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable.”  

In Matthew 24 the Lord warned that this tendency will be prevalent in the last days, “And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold” (Matt. 24:12). We see sin abounding on a 
rapid scale today with the technological age that we live in. Alongside this, we are also witnessing 
the inward slumbering of many professing believers. They are like the self-satisfied and self-
confident Laodicean church in Revelation 3 that boasts, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17). To these “slumbering saints” the sermons are boring, the hymns have 
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become dry, prayer is a chore, and the church is just a mere social club to exchange gossip and to 
increase their business network. They come to the services as merely spectators. The Bible is the 
last book that they read, if at all. God has become something incidental or optional to their lives. 
They are enjoying a prolonged “spiritual siesta.” 

Spiritual ease and contentment with material things has always been a temptation for 
believers. With our credit cards and creature comforts we imagine that we do not need God’s help 
much. We have no thought of heaven as we are enjoying earth so much. But Paul reminds us here 
that this ought not to be. He expected the Lord at any moment, “the day is at hand.” The truths that 
time is short, that time is running out, that the time for Christ’s return is imminent should 
profoundly change our lives as, “knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep.”  

We all should be living conscious of the sense of urgency of the Master who declared, “I 
must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 9:4). 
The Apostle Paul also only lived to please God with his time. He recognized the genuine threats 
of his physical wellbeing, yet triumphantly confessed, “But none of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).  

The clock tells us of the passing of time, but the Bible tells us the way to live in these 
moments. Here in v12b-14 Paul reveals how the manner in which we should be living in light of 
the truths about time as well as how we must do it – through Christ’s righteousness. He begins in 
v12b by telling us the wrong use of time before in v14 describing how to use it right.  

 
(2) THE WRONG USE OF TIME (v12b-13) 

 
All too many Christians are wasting their lives by wasting their time. The Bible is replete with 
examples of believers who wasted their time. David was misusing his time on the rooftop when 
he spotted Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11. Lot misused his time dwelling in Sodom. He even lingered 
when told to get out before God’s judgment fell. Samson was twenty years as a judge yet wasted 
his talents and time in running after godless Philistine women. Here in Romans 13:12b-13 the 
apostle Paul begins by setting forth some examples of the misuse of time. He uses three negative 
couplets to illustrate how believers could be consumed with self-will and self-gratification by 
making provision for their flesh.  
 
(a) RIOTING – This word has the idea of drinking parties or unrestrained revelry.  
(b) DRUNKENESS – This word expresses intentional and habitual intoxication. These first two 
vices are closely associated iniquities, since the former is often the result of the latter.  
(c) CHAMBERING – This Greek word literally means a place of lying down but conveys the 
meaning of the desire for a forbidden bed for illicit purposes.  
(d) WANTONNESS - This word has more the idea of flaunted sensuality and debauchery. One 
sin of illicit immorality such as chambering leads invariably down a path of destruction to public 
shame. Of course, all of these four vices are linked as drinking alcohol is often tied up in sexual 
immorality and open shame. We see a classic example of this in the life of Lot in Genesis 19.  
(e) STRIFE - This has the idea of a bitter and sometimes violent conflict or dissension.  
(f) ENVYING – This last vice is tied up with the previous one as jealousy is often the precursor 
to strife (cf. Acts 7:9). These sins caused particular problems for the church in Corinth (1 Cor. 
3:3). Envy is a particular heinous sin, as it is rooted in a rejection of God’s sovereign choice for a 
person’s life.  
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(3) THE RIGHT USE OF TIME (v14) 
 
There is a right use of time contrasted by Paul in v14, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ....” The 
verb “put ye on” here is in the middle voice and the imperative mood. This means that it is a 
command that we must do by ourselves.  

In very simple terms the apostle commands us to be continually clothed with Jesus Christ’s 
sanctifying righteousness so that He not only lives in us, but is seen through us and on us as well. 
It is an equivalent expression to being transformed by the renewing of our minds, as per Romans 
12:2. So Paul is conveying the idea that we should be acting, talking, and thinking like the Master 
everywhere we go. When two armies meet in a battle, their uniforms distinguish them. These mark 
out which side we belong to. Which uniform are you wearing today? Whose army do people think 
you have enlisted in? It is one of the greatest tragedies today that you would not recognise many 
professing believers unless they told you they were!  

Why does Paul have command believers to actively put on Christ as their lifestyle? Because, 
frankly, so many Christians do not act or look like Christ. Was David like Christ when he 
committed adultery and murder? Was Noah like Christ when he was drunk? Was Lot like the Lord 
when he was living it up in Sodom? Was Job like His Redeemer when he questioned God? Was 
the devoted disciple Peter like His Master when he denied Him with oaths and curses?  
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PUT ON CHRIST? There are a number of ways that we can 
put on or become more like the Master:  
 
(a) By reading and meditating upon Christ as revealed in Scripture. The more you saturate you soul 
with the Bible the more like Christ you will become, “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 
Cor. 3:18). 
(b) Prayer also makes us more like the Master who was the great intercessor. As we pray we obtain 
more grace, “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). Such grace helps us to resemble the One who was “full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). 
(c) Another way is to submit to the title here, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.” As we submit to 
His Lordship in every areas of our life we are more and more clothed with Christ. Paul also gives 
a negative contrast here in how not to put on Christ by declaring, “make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof” (v14b). So, the more we avoid making “provision for the flesh” the more we put 
on Christ. 
 
There are many believers who blame the devil for every sin when part of the responsibility lies 
with them in making “provision for the flesh.” That means it is vital that, whenever possible, we must 
be actively engaged in avoiding sinful places and people. We should avoid watching that type of 
movie, listening to that type of music, we should avoid going to that pub or nightclub, we should 
avoid taking that glass of wine, and we should avoid hanging out with ungodly companions.  

In writing to the Corinthians, the apostle made this principle clear, “Be not deceived: evil 
communications corrupt good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). There are many professing Christian who act as 
if this verse is not in the Bible! But Paul says don’t be deceived. Never underestimate the wiles of 
the devil and the lusts of the flesh. If you make the ungodly your closest friends, they will corrupt 
your behaviour. Samson would not have found a Delilah if he had not been going down to the 
land of the Philistines. The reason we have such explicit detail of the disastrous lives of believers 
such as Lot and Samson in the Bible is to warn us of the terrible consequences of making provision 
for the flesh. The way to deal with the flesh is to starve it. This is done by avoiding places and 
persons of temptation coupled with feeding on Christ from the Scripture and prayer.  


