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“A SURPRISING REVIVAL” (Acts 8:1-40) 

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the 

apostles. And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. (v1-2) 
 
The devil has now inspired the first martyrdom of a Christian in the New Testament era. This 
will be a test for this inexperienced group of believers. Will they be intimidated? After getting a 
taste for murder by killing Stephen, the now empowered religious leaders in Jerusalem launched 
the first great persecution against the church. Prominent in this moment was the up and coming 
man in Jerusalem, Saul of Tarsus. The idea of this Greek word “consenting” signifies not a mere 
consent only, but consent with pleasure and delight. Saul had a passionate and determined hatred 
for the work of Jesus Christ. The irony was that Saul thought he was a devoted servant of the 
Lord. Many think they are serving the Lord when they are serving the devil.  
 

 
 

Not everyone celebrated the death of Stephen. We are told “And devout men carried Stephen to his 
burial, and made great lamentation over him.” Despite the danger, these spiritual men did what they 
could to honour their departed brother. When Ananias and Sapphira died in Acts 5 they were 
buried and no one wasted time mourning these hypocrites. But when Stephen died it was a great 
sorrow to the people of God. They had lost a choice servant of the Lord.  

As godly men buried Stephen, Saul set about destroying the Church. It seems that the 
Church had been dealt a tremendous blow by the martyrdom of Stephen but God would turn it 
around in a manner no one on both sides could have imagined by saving a greater than Stephen. 
The day that seems our darkest maybe the day of greatest victory. It is rare in the beginning of a 
tragedy that we understand what God intends to do in the end. Satan’s greatest instrument would 
become God’s greatest servant. That is truly amazing grace.  

 
As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them 

to prison. (v3) 
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Saul did not follow the advice of his teacher, Gamaliel but believed that the only way to stop the 
spread of Christianity was to physically root it out by force. Like King Saul before him, He 
ravaged the Church like a wild beast. The word “havoc” is a Greek term commonly applied to 
wild beasts thus signifying the zeal and fury with which Saul attacked the Church. The term 
translated “haling” is a vivid Greek one and means to drag along by the hair.  

It is notable that Saul was the first one to introduce brutal persecution against the 
ordinary Church members, even to women. If the Bible ended at this point, we would never 
have imagined Saul of Tarsus would be in heaven, but that is why salvation is all of God’s 
Sovereign grace. It is no wonder that Paul never gets over dwelling on this doctrine in his 
writings.  

Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. (v4) 
 
God will always make man’s wrath to serve His purpose, for He had declared in Acts 1: 8 these 
provinces were to come after Jerusalem. Persecution was the Holy prompting of heaven to push 
the gospel out as “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” The Apostles fade 
temporarily out of the picture but the Work continues as the focus in Acts in the growth of the 
Church is not on man but God. The first missionary move to extend the Gospel was directed 
not by the Apostles but by the Lord. These people had every excuse without their homes and 
church leaders to back off from sharing the gospel. But they didn’t.  
 
SAMARITAN REVIVAL - The Samaritans occupied the region in the land of Israel known as 
Samaria since the days of the Assyrian Exile. They were of mixed race i.e. part Jewish and part 
Gentile. 
 

And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from 
Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of 
Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt 
in the cities thereof. (2 Kings 17:24) 
 

The descendants of these Jewish and Gentile intermarriages became known as “the Samaritans.” 
They had a different culture and different religious beliefs e.g. the Samaritans accepted only the 
Pentateuch as authoritative. These differences led to a bitter sectarian and racial divide with the 
Jews. Kent Hughes explains, 
 

“The Samaritans were greatly despised by the Jews because of their impure blood lines 
and their religious deviations from orthodox Judaism. Following the fall of the northern 
kingdom in 722 B.C, the largely depopulated region was resettled by colonists brought in 
by the Assyrians from various parts of their empire (II Kings 17:24). They intermarried 
with the Jews who had been left behind and the “Samaritans” were their descendants. 
The rebuilding of the temple and the walls at Jerusalem brought opposition from the 
Samaritans, and eventually a rival temple was built on Mt. Gerizim. Ever since, the Jews 
had “no dealings with the Samaritans” (John 4:9), and the feeling was reciprocated. Thus, for 
Philip to share his faith with the Samaritans was a most uncommon act.” 
 



For 22 July 2018                                                                               Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 3 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And the people with one accord 
gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, 
crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that 

were lame, were healed. (v5-7) 
 
Although now there was a different messenger, there was the same message, “and preached Christ 
unto them.” The good news is not what Jesus can do for you, but Who He is and what He has 
done! It is no coincidence that Philip is the chosen vessel. He was a Hellenist Jew so he would 
likely be more acceptable to these Samaritans than the Hebrew Jewish apostles. The results were 
a mighty move of the Spirit of God, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which 
Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.” The same gospel that led to persecution and 
death now leads to salvation and joy. 
 

And there was great joy in that city. (v8) 
 
This is a glorious statement! The ancient sectarian division between the Samaritans and the Jews 
had been mended in Christ. The best way to turn your enemies into your friends is to see them 
become brothers and sisters in Christ. A result of the workings of the Holy Spirit is true joy, “But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law.” (Gal. 5:22-23) The Christian should live in the state of joy, no matter what his 
or her circumstances, “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.” (Philp. 4:4) 

The gospel is not a mere intellectual exercise but something that touches the whole part 
of a man – mind, body, soul. That is why Christ called His disciples to complete devotion, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” (Matt. 22:37) 
God’s truth received in our minds will touch the emotions in our heart. The objective truth will 
produce a subjective response. Our emotions are an essential part of man put there by God but 
they must be controlled through the objective truth of God’s Word in the mind. Martyn Lloyd 
Jones points out this reality,  

 
“Can a man see himself as a damned sinner without emotion? Can a man look into hell 
without emotion? Can a man listen to the thunderings of the Law and feel nothing? Or 
conversely, can a man really contemplate the love of God in Christ Jesus and feel no 
emotion? The whole position is utterly ridiculous. I fear that many people today in their 
reaction against excesses and emotionalism put themselves into a position in which, in 
the end, they are virtually denying the Truth. The Gospel of Jesus Christ takes up the 
whole man, and if what purports to be the Gospel does not do so it is not the Gospel. 
The Gospel is meant to do that, and it does that.” 

 
But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the 

people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.  And to him they had regard, because that of long time he 
had bewitched them with sorceries.  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon himself believed also: 
and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were 

done. (v9-13) 
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Two public professions in this chapter are going to illustrate what is saving and non-saving faith 
– Simon and the Ethiopian Eunuch. There will always be the counterfeit alongside the genuine. 
Jesus warned that the visible church would have the wheat and the tares growing together. There 
are lots of church legends about Simon. We even have the terminology “simony” to describe 
those who purchase offices by money.  
 It is clear that Simon was someone in Samaria before the revival, “To whom they all gave 
heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. And to him they had regard, 
because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.” Doubtless, this made Simon respected, 
feared and wealthy. But now the revival threatened that up overnight. So, Simon must have 
decided that if you can’t beat them then the best way is to join them.  

The verb “believe” (pisteuo) does not always mean saving faith in the NT (John 2:23-25; 
James 2:19). So, it is likely that Simon embraced outwardly Christianity because he was attracted 
by the signs and wonders ministry of the apostles. He was in the sorcery business and he wanted 
some extra power for himself. These seem to be real powers. We should not be surprised that 
the devil’s prophets and ministers can do signs and wonders today for Satan has real black magic. 
The devil clearly has limited powers that God has granted to him. In the Book of Job, he was 
able to send fire down from heaven to consume Job’s animals (Job 1:16). The Bible warns us 
that the Antichrist will have associates like the False Prophet who can do real signs and wonders,  
 

And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on 
the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the 
means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast (Rev 
13:13-14a) 

 
Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto 

them Peter and John: (v14) 
 
The Lord Jesus had promised that the power of the Holy Spirit would enable them to evangelise 
the Gentiles in Samaria, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8) However, it was right that the Apostles should test whether this was of God 
and a true move. Truth never fears scrutiny. The Apostles didn’t approach this cynically but 
hopefully, for they had heard, “that Samaria had received the word of God” so they knew the test for a 
true believer is that they, “received the word of God.” We must also note the amazing change in the 
Apostle John. Previously, he desired fire to come down from heaven upon the Samaritans (Luke 
9:51-56). Now John desired the fire of the Holy Ghost to fall upon them. This man has been 
changed by growing in grace.   
 

Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was 
fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on 

them, and they received the Holy Ghost. (v15-17) 
 
There has been great debate over what this passage means. We must remember that there had 
been a historic division between Jews and Samaritans (John 4). Now God was going to seal the 
unity of the Church before the Apostles by pouring out His Spirit in a baptismal filling for 
empowerment for service as He did on the converted Apostles and Jewish believers in Acts 2.  
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It is clear from v13-14 that these people were true believers and they must have had been 
baptized by the Spirit into the Body of Christ (with the fullness of the Spirit that all believers 
have in salvation) and immediately indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9). They were not “half-
saved” up to this point as there is no such doctrinal concept in a crisis new birth! They could not 
have believed the gospel, had there not been the quickening operation of the Holy Spirit. John 
Gill explains in his comments on verse 16, 

 
“They had received him as a spirit of illumination and sanctification, and as, a spirit of 
conversion and faith; they had been regenerated, enlightened, and sanctified by him; and 
were converted by him, and brought to believe in Christ, and live, by faith upon him; 
they were baptized believers, and no more; as yet, none of them had gifts qualifying them 
for the ministry; and still less could any of them speak with tongues, or prophesy, or 
work miracles; the Holy Ghost had not yet descended on them for such purposes.” 

 
However, we should not make the mistake of assuming this unique “Samaritan Pentecost” is 
meant to represent a normative pattern, as this pattern is clearly descriptive and not prescriptive. 
For instance, we will see a difference in the order in Acts 2 “Jewish Pentecost” with the Spirit 
coming upon praying believers and in Acts 10 “Gentile Pentecost” with Cornelius receiving the 
Holy Spirit’s infilling as Peter was preaching and without any laying on of hands. Another 
notable difference is that only one apostle went to Caesarea when Peter went to the Gentiles and 
there is no mention of healing at all (Acts 10:34-48) compared to Philip’s ministry in Samaria.  

God could have filled these Samaritan saints with power for service immediately once 
they believed without any external physical manifestations (Acts 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9). Any outward 
gifts such as tongues were confirmatory outward signs of the outpouring of the Spirit on the 
Church at the beginning of its history. Subsequent revivals with the outpouring of the Spirit on 
the Church, such as the “Singapore Pentecost”, affirm that these associated gifts and signs in 
Acts 2, 8, and 10 were not intended to be in the Church in its maturity. God probably withheld 
this baptismal filling until the Apostles laid hands on them to demonstrate the unity of the new 
Church and included some visible signs to affirm it to the Jewish believers. We can see the 
wisdom of God in this as the Apostles would now have to accept these Samaritans and the 
previously hostile Samaritans would have to submit to the authority of Jewish Apostles from 
Jerusalem. Notably, despite the claims by many today, nowhere in the rest of the NT is there a 
word said about receiving the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands. 

 
And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money, Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. (v18-

19) 
It is interesting that one of the early attacks on the church was the false profession of a man who 
sought to imitate the power of God through signs and wonders. Like the Egyptian magicians, the 
ambitious Simon recognised a greater power than what he possessed. But he didn’t seek the 
Lord; rather Simon simply wanted the power, “Give me also this power.” Simon’s actions indicate 
this man was not a saved man. This man only wanted the ability to make do the manifestations 
rather than the Holy Spirit Himself. Stedman is right to note, 
 

“All false faith exalts personalities, makes much over men. It involves the inflation of an 
individual, usually by self-aggrandizement. These individuals are always egocentric, always 
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pointing to themselves, exalting themselves, and using religious terminology to make a 
great deal over themselves. That is the quality of counterfeit Christianity. Genuine 
Christianity makes nothing of the individual.” 

 
But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be 

purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 

thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. (v20-23) 
 
Peter wastes no words of gentle correction. His words can be literally translated “May your silver 
and you go to hell!” This was not an immature saint but someone in need of salvation. He has 
the wrong view of his sin and the Holy Spirit.  Peter demands that Simon fully repent of this sin, 
“Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 
thee.” The apostle describes Simon’s spiritual state as that of an unsaved man, “For I perceive that 
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.” The gifts of God are His sovereign gifts. 
They cannot be purchased or bartered for self-centred ends. James Boice explains,  

“The Holy Spirit is not an “it.” The Holy Spirit is a Person. He is God. When we get that 
clearly in mind, then we can see that the object of our relationship to the Holy Spirit is 
not that we might have more of him so that we can use him, but rather that he might 
have more of us and use us. Simon did not understand this, and neither do many 
believers today.” 

 
Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the LORD for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken 

come upon me. (v23) 
 
This was a window of grace for Simon to repent and get truly converted. Even this response by 
Simon is suggestive that he is not a Christian. He offers no prayer of repentance or confession,  
but rather simply pleads that he will not be punished for his sin. Simon is sorry that he has been 
caught out but he is not sorry for what he has done. There is a consistent tradition in Church 
History that Simon never repented and ended up a Gnostic heretic.  
 
PHILIP SENT ON ANOTHER MISSION 
 

And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the 
gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go 

toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. (v25-26) 
 
Sometimes God does surprising things. His way is not always our way. This direction may have 
seemed paradoxical to Philip who was in the midst of a great revival in a populated area. A true 
servant of God must have a submissive will. We cannot say the Lord is my Shepherd and then 
refuse to let Him lead us.  
 
And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and 
sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this 

chariot. (v27-29) 
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A desert doesn’t seem the most fruitful place to reach souls. But without questioning the divine 
command, Philip immediately obeys. He is a man led by the Spirit and filled with the Spirit. 
Philip knows there are no coincidences but just incidences with the Lord leading. One soul 
reached with the gospel is just as significant as hundreds of souls reached. This Ethiopian had 
come more than a thousand miles to find the true God. He did not find it in the rituals of empty 
religion in Jerusalem. God was working in his heart to prepare him for the seed of the Gospel to 
be planted. We need to see that God is Sovereign in preparing hearts for salvation as well as the 
means of getting the gospel to the searching heart. I am sure Philip prayed asking for guidance. 
The Lord didn’t disappoint, “Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot.” 
We must note the Lord only specifically guided who Philip was to speak to and where and when 
after Philip obeyed the first call.  
 

 
 
And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou 
readest? And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come 

up and sit with him. The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and 
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: In his humiliation his judgment was taken 

away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, 
and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? Then Philip opened 

his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. (v30-35) 
 
We must note Philip’s concern for lost souls (v30), and Philip’s knowledge and preaching of the 
Scriptures to point the man to Christ (v31-35). These are the elements in a true evangelistic 
mission. A true evangelist must know Christ in the Scripture and be able to point to Him. All the 
elements that make up the doctrine of salvation are bound up in the Person, Work and Words of 
Jesus. The Holy Spirit had prepared this eunuch for salvation, “And Philip ran thither to him, and 
heard him read the prophet Esaias.” This was the perfect passage in the Old Testament to preach the 
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Gospel. Philip didn’t miss it, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached 
unto him Jesus.” It was no coincidence that the Spirit had the right passage, the right preacher in 
the right place to reach the right person. Wiersbe is right to note, “When the Spirit brings a 
prepared servant and a contrite sinner together, there will be a harvest!” 
 
And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his 
way rejoicing. (v36-39) 

 
In contrast to Simon, the Ethiopian had a genuine saving faith. The fruit of this is immediately 
evidenced in his desire for identification with Christ in public baptism, “and the eunuch said, See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” We can imagine there was a large group of assistants 
and soldiers with him. They would have witnessed this public baptism and his declaration, “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” This man wasn’t converted by signs and wonders but by 
the power of the Word of God. The eunuch was not grieved as he headed alone to Africa to 
discover Philip disappear as his salvation was not in Philip. The fact that he now had his sins 
forgiven, peace with God, and Christ living in Him allowed him to go “on his way rejoicing.” His 
joy is in the Lord. There is joy in Samaria and there is joy on the road to Ethiopia and there is joy 
in heaven over sinners repenting. Now the gospel is heading for Africa and this Ethiopian is the 
firstfruits of the Hamite Gentiles. Even today there is a strong gospel witness in the land of 
Ethiopia. This one convert became one of many.  
 
But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea. (v40) 
 
When you let God lead your life, He will bring you to many divine opportunities. Any believer 
can do what Philip did that day. I am sure Philip never imagined when he was serving as a 
deacon in Jerusalem that in a short time he would be leading Samaritans to Christ in Samaria and 
Ethiopians to Christ in the desert.  Where God placed him, Philip was faithful to be His witness, 
“But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities.”  

This man started off helping to distribute food to the poor widows in Acts 6 in 
Jerusalem. He was faithful to that task. But soon God was using him to lead Gentile cities to 
Christ and important African noblemen. Many times, we miss opportunities to reach a soul for 
Christ because we are not willing to let the Lord lead us. The Lord doesn’t need big budgets or 
buildings to reach people with gospel. He just needs one man or woman who is available to be 
used by Him. Philip was available and God gave him the ability. Are you available today? 
 


