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“THE SUPREME ACT OF WORSHIP” (Romans 12:1-2) 

The Book of Romans can simply be divided into four parts – DOCTRINE (Romans 1:1 - 11:32); 
DOXOLOGY (Romans 11:33 - 36); DEDICATION (Romans 12:1 - 2); and DUTY (Romans 
12:2 - 16:27). 

The order is not without significance. Our comprehension of the great truths of salvation 
in Romans 1-11 such as election, justification, glorification etc. should first move our hearts with 
praise to God. Then flowing naturally from this, our will should then be stirred to dedicate all our 
lives to God. Finally, as a consequence of this dedication to God, we can then exercise rightly our 
duty to our fellow men. The biblical pattern demonstrates that we must relate doctrine to our 
duties toward God and then to our fellow man.  

Here in Romans 12:1-2, the apostle deals with the next step which logically follows from 
the doctrinal and doxology section by the use of the word, “therefore.” Understanding of our 
dedication to the Lord gives the basic framework, which govern all the duties that follow. 
Dedication of mind, body and soul to the Lord is the root from which the fruitful life can only 
spring.  

God never intended us to be passive spectators to His grace. Our understanding of 
doctrine is not meant to be mere intellectualism, but should affect our daily lives as our creed and 
our conduct are intimately related. When we contemplate the amazing grace of God in giving His 
Son to die for us, then we can hardly be unwilling than to give ourselves for Him! Paul explains 
this sacrificial act of worship involves giving ourselves to the Lord in a sacrificial act of worship. 
 

(1) FOUNDATION OF THIS SACRIFICE (v1a) 
 
Paul begins this section by calling every believer to a sacrificial act of worship, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice.” This sacrifice is not an animal 
but ourselves. As he gives this beautiful appeal, Paul sets forth the foundation or motive for this 
sacrificial act of worship, “by the mercies of God.”  

It is fundamental that believers live differently from unbelievers. It is equally fundamental 
that the reason we do so is different. Now there are many reasons why people serve the Lord – 
fear, guilt, personal advancement, pride, hypocrisy, peer pressure etc. All of these motivations are 
worthless. Paul here cuts through all of that and reminds us that the true motive should be because 
of, “the mercies of God.” This is the same truth that the Psalmist declared, “What shall I render unto the 
LORD for all His benefits toward me?” (Psa. 116:12)  

Now, the word translated “mercies” here is a plural one in the original. So, we need to 
understand what these many acts of mercy are. These are set forth in Romans 1- 11, where we 
find in great detail the manifold mercies of God that have been extended to us. The degree of our 
dedication is directly related to how we understand the truths of redemption, as “Love so amazing, 
so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” We need to constantly remind ourselves of the truths 
of God mercy such as, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10-12)  

Every believer fully deserves to be damned in the deepest hell. The reason that you are 
here, as a justified child of God, is not because there was anything good or attractive in you 
compared to others. Paul has made this clear (Romans 9:15-16) The apostle Paul never got over 
these acts of mercy. Late in life he gives this testimony, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” (1 Timothy 1:15-16)  

We don’t just experience God’s mercy in salvation. Despite all of our failures, we daily 
obtain mercy from the Lord. He could cut us off but He preserves us to use us for His glory. We 
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are unfaithful to Him but He is never unfaithful to us and extends mercy and grace to us day after 
day. A man has to be very cold and backslidden not to be moved by meditating on the mercies of 
God.  

The missionary CT Studd grew up in the late nineteenth century in a wealthy English 
home. He was educated at Cambridge University and excelled there at the sport of cricket on the 
international level. Additionally, he was the heir to a great fortune. Studd was young, educated, 
wealthy, and famous. He had everything the world believes is needful for true happiness. Yet, 
Studd knew there was an aching void in his life. A preacher who was involved in the DL Moody 
campaigns that swept England visited his home. Through the witness of this man, Studd was 
gloriously converted. He was a man who was wholehearted in his dedication to Christ and gave 
away his fortune to the work of God. For the rest of his life, Studd served as a missionary in China, 
India, and then Africa. When criticized for wasting his life on this cause he penned these words, 
“If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make 
for Him.” What a convicting thought!  

 
(2) CHARACTER OF THIS SACRIFICE (v1b-2a) 

 
Paul explains that not only our motive must be right in dedicating our lives to the Lord, but the 
very nature of the sacrifice is critical. This is a universal sacrifice of all the “brethren.” This is 
something all of us are called to do – not just pastors or elders. It is a personal sacrifice, “present 
your bodies a living sacrifice.” This is OT language but the difference between the temple sacrifices 
and here is that Paul is calling believers to be the NT priest, as the offeror and also the offering. 
This is modeled on Christ who as the great High Priest gave His life as the offering. However, our 
sacrifice is not to atone for sin, but is one of praise and thanksgiving.  

No one welcomes sacrifice naturally. We are selfish creatures by disposition and sacrifice 
is painful and costly. The key to the Christian life is not trying to simply get more blessings from 
God but giving all you are to God. By contrast, most of contemporary Christianity is based upon 
the opposite premise of what Paul teaches here. Modern Christianity is all about what can I get 
from God. It is centred on the feelings of self and the wealth and material circumstances of self. 
That is a very good reason in staying away from such churches and their teaching. They have got 
wrong the very foundation of the Christian’s life. And if they are wrong on this, then what flows 
from this will also be wrong.  

This statement of Paul’s also reminds us that what we do with our bodies is important to 
God. Christianity is not just a religion that affects the mind, but it deals with the whole of a man. 
There are many professing Christians who are willing to give some of their money to God and a 
little of their time on a Sunday. But that is as far as they want to go. But Paul doesn’t start with 
these things. He makes clear that we are called to begin the pilgrimage of a believer by an act of 
surrender of our whole lives to the Lord, “present your bodies.” The degree that we understand and 
practice this will affect our whole Christian lives.  

Now, Paul has already reminded us of the need to present our physical bodies to the service 
of the Lord in this book of Romans. In chapter six he uses the same Greek verb that is translated 
“present” in Romans 12:1 but is translated “yield” there, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from 
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” (Romans 6:13a).  

This sacrifice of our bodies includes our minds, eyes, ears, hands, feet, and tongues. We 
are not to be yielding these as “as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin.” All too many Christians today 
are allowing their eyes and ears to watch and listen to things they should not. Their feet take them 
to places they should not be and their hands are serving the flesh rather than the Lord. Their 
tongues instead of being instruments to evangelise, encourage, and exhort to build the Body of 
Christ are all too often used to destroy and discourage. There are some other things to be noted 
about this sacrificial offering. It is to be:  
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(a) A LIVING SACRIFICE – This is something that is to be throughout our whole lives. Every 
aspect of our existence should be an act of worship. It is not just what we do in the congregation 
of the saints that is important to God but our whole lives.  
(b) HOLY – This means our bodies must be kept away from unholy things. Believers cannot live 
for the world on Monday to Saturday and then turn up on Sunday and seek to serve the Lord. We 
cannot say to God, “take my sin and use it for Thy glory.” It is also the reason why we need to 
preach biblical separation and practice church discipline so that holiness is promoted. 
(c) ACCEPTABLE UNTO GOD – It is not about what pleases us in our lives, but what pleases 
God. So, every aspect of our lives must be lived with this question: Does it please the Lord? 
(d) NOT CONFORMED TO THE WORLD – Paul commands in v2 using the imperative mood, 
“be not conformed to this world.” The word “world” here is the Greek word aion, which means the spirit 
of the age around us. This spirit is in continual rebellion against God and His word. It is the 
exalting of self and the debasing of God. This spirit can be seen in the world’s philosophies, 
fashion, art, music, dress, language, social habits, morals etc. It never changes from generation to 
generation. The word aion was defined by the NT scholar, Trench as,  
 

“That floating mass of thoughts, opinions, maxims, speculations, hopes, impulses, aims, 
aspirations, at any time current in the world, which it may be impossible to seize and 
accurately define, but which constitute a most real and effective power, being the moral, 
or immoral atmosphere which at every moment of our lives we inhale, again inevitably to 
exhale.” 

 
The verb here “conformed” refers to a conforming of the outward to a fashion or scheme, which 
does not reflect the inward reality of the new man in Christ. This fashioning or conforming is what 
happens when we allow our bodies to be used for the schemes and purposes of this world. 
Christians are called to be non-conformists in the truest sense of this word. The Bible is very clear, 
“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him” (1 John 2:15). We are called to be out of step with the prevailing thinking and practices of 
the anti-God culture. Our lives are to be continually “transformed by the renewing of your mind.” There 
should be a marked contrast between believers and those of the world. For instance: 
 
(i) The world says glorify self, but the Christian is to humble self and glorify God.  
(ii) The world says success is power, money, knowledge, but the Christian sees success as living 
for God. 
(iii) The world says money or knowledge is power, but the Christian sees God as sovereign and 
having all power. 
(iv) The world says live for the moment, but the Christian says live for eternity. 
(v) The world says if it feels good do it, but the Christian says if it pleases God do it. 
(vi) The world believes acquiring earthly treasures is the greatest priority whereas the Christian 
believes acquiring heavenly treasures is the greatest priority. 
(vii) The world seeks to live for self even if it hurts others, but the Christian seeks to live for others. 
 
The Apostle Paul was a man who walked out of step with the thinking of this world. He poured 
out his life for others, “Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with 
you all” (Philp. 2:17). He even rejoiced to suffer for others, “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church” (Col. 
1:24).  

Biblical and church history attests that the people God uses are those who swim against 
the tide of the prevailing spirit of the age around them. Enoch differed from the world he lived in 
as, “he had this testimony, that he pleased God” (Heb. 11:5). Amidst the corruption of the pre-Genesis 
generation when “the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of 



	 4	

his heart was only evil continually” another man stood tall for the Lord. We are told, “Noah was a just 
man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” (Genesis 6:9).  

We must all ask ourselves: Who are we living for? Do we have the same desires and 
ambitions as our unsaved neighbours and work colleagues? What is our prayer for our children? 
If people looked at our life today, would they see a difference? Are we walking a different direction 
from those around us? 

The call to such a life is not an unreasonable request. In fact, it is a most logical request as 
our “reasonable service.” For it is the reason for our creation, “For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, 
are all things” (Romans 11:36). Spurgeon put it well, “I scarcely like this word sacrifice, because it 
involves nothing more than a reasonable service. If we gave up all we had and became beggars for 
Christ, it would display no such chivalrous spirit or magnanimous conduct after all. We would be 
gainers by the surrender.” 
 

(3) EFFECTS OF THIS SACRIFICE (v2b) 
 
One of the great results of living according to v1-2a is that your life, like Enoch’s, pleases God. It 
is then that you, “may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” There is no greater 
ambition than that. The highest form of worship is to do God’s will. What a privilege to know that 
we can do something that pleases our God. It doesn’t matter ultimately what the world thinks of 
you, as it will pass away. It only matters what God thinks of your life.  

Daniel and his three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were young men who never 
feared to stand out from the prevailing culture. They were in Babylon but they never were of 
Babylon. From young they knew that the key to this life is to honour God in every area of our 
lives. 

The Bible never promises that such a non-conformist life will be easy, but it is possible. It 
wasn’t easy for Daniel in Babylon or Joseph in Egypt. The test we must apply to our lives is not is 
it easy or does it make us feel happy, but does it please God. That was the aim of Paul himself, 
“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him” (2 Cor. 5:9). 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
(1) Many Christians hold back from yielding all to the Lord because they fear the consequences of 
such an unconditional commitment. Does God have all of you? Do you love Him with all your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength? Is there a part of your life that you refuse to surrender to him? 
Once when General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, was questioned why his 
ministry had been so successful he simply replied, “God has had all there was of me to have.” 
 
(2) If you find it hard to serve the Lord and resist this world, then start reading the first eleven 
chapters of Romans. Remind yourself of the great mercies of God in your life. When a Christian 
grows cold in his walk with God, it is because he has lost sight of the grace of God. That is not 
the way to live and it is certainly not the way to die! Don’t live in a way when you enter eternity 
that you discover the things you thought were so important were in reality just vanity. Ray Stedman 
pointedly challenges,  
 

“Now, what are you going to do with your life? Are you going to wrap it up in a napkin of 
affluence and bury it in forty years of self-indulgence? Well, that would be the dullest 
experience you could have. When you get before the throne of God, all you will find out 
is that you have wasted all those years. Oh, you will be there, if you know the Lord, but 
you will find you have wasted your life, and it will be worth nothing before his throne. And 
you will have lived the dullest kind of existence.” 
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“MINISTRY OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS” (Romans 12:3-8) 
 
The opening verses of this chapter are fundamental to all that follows. A yielded life is the 
reasonable response to the truths of the gospel (Romans 12:1-2). After showing us that we need 
to dedicate our lives to the Lord, Paul then unfolds our Christian duties that must follow (Romans 
12:2 - 16:27). God’s order is always sacrificial dedication and then service. 

In this next section, Paul deals with our duties to our fellow believers (Romans 12:3-8) and 
then our duties to others (Romans 12:9-21). Once we have truly dedicated ourselves to the Lord, 
we can recognise our place and how we can contribute to the members of the body of Christ. 

Every believer is part of the body of Christ. We are united in Motivation and in the Message 
we preach, but diverse in Modes of service. As such, we all have received diverse spiritual gifts by 
which the body of Christ is supported and sustained. There is a need for us to exercise these. They 
are not to be hoarded or used simply for our own benefit. These spiritual gifts are not the same as 
natural talents as unbelievers have the latter. Such gifts need to be identified and used for the 
purpose that God intended.  
 

(1) PRINCIPLES OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (v3-5) 
 
The apostle sets for two principles in v3-5 that guide our use of these spiritual gifts. These need 
to be understood before we can exercise these gifts.  
 
(a) OUR RIGHTFUL CONDITION (v3) - The first principle is that we need to understand 
our rightful condition. Grace should always lead to humility. Yet one of the most difficult things 
for us to do is see ourselves properly. When pride dominates, our thinking becomes distorted. We 
fail to see or admit our weaknesses. But the first evidence of a transformed mind is a new and right 
assessment of self. Paul instructs, “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith.” 

Now, Paul does not say that we never think about ourselves, just that we should think 
about ourselves the right way. The universal problem of mankind since the Fall is an inflated 
opinion of self. Humility is not a popular concept in our society. “Self” is the buzzword of our 
culture. In the last days especially, “men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud” (2 Tim. 
3:2). We are told that if we look inward we possess all the ability to do what our heart desires. If 
we just think great thoughts we have the power to realise them. The only limitations are self-
imposed by our lack of faith in ourselves.  

But it was the Lord Jesus Christ who reminded us that the first building block of the 
Christian life is a low view of self, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
5:3). This means to be emptied of self-confidence, self-righteousness, and self-importance. Such a 
man has met a holy God and has been silenced. The paradox is that a man that thinks the least of 
himself is the man that God thinks the highest about and blesses. God’s ways and thoughts are far 
from that of man.  

Jesus Christ also reminded us in John 15:5 that, “without Me ye can do nothing.” He did not 
say “without Me ye can do a few things” but “NOTHING!” If you can grasp this truth and live it, 
then God can use your life and make you a “somebody” in His kingdom. The founder of the 
China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor was once asked how God could have used him. He replied, 
“I often think that God must have been looking for someone small enough and weak enough for 
Him to use, and that He found me.” There are two types of people who wrongly evaluate 
themselves. The first type is the proud boaster who cannot wait to tell you about their job, house, 
children’s achievements, and even church denominations. Another type of persons are equally 
proud but they are proud of their humility! They feign lowliness and inadequacies so you can 
respond and exaggerate your praise of them. 
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Paul says we need to see ourselves objectively and “soberly.” To do that we need to see 
ourselves in relation to Jesus Christ. We need to recognise that any good in us or good that we do 
comes from Him. We need to see and discern the gifts that God has given us, “according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith.” Nothing has brought more harm to a church than having people 
trying to fulfill a role that God has gifted them for. They are like the eye or the ear trying to do the 
leg’s role in supporting the weight of the body. Now, there are two points that need to be noted 
about this in passing:  
(i) Since God is the sovereign giver of all of these gifts, then there should be no boasting or pride 
in the recipient. There is a tendency to take credit when one has one of the more visible and 
prominent spiritual gifts. Yet we must remember they are all of God, “differing according to the grace 
that is given to us,” so He gets all the glory. 
(ii) Since God is the sovereign giver of all of these gifts, there should be no jealousy and 
complaining. 
 
(b) OUR RIGHTFUL PLACE (v4-5) - Once you objectively see and recognise your weaknesses 
and limitations, you can then grasp why you need the rest of the body of Christ. With this principle 
established, Paul then shifts his thoughts to set forth a second principle that we must consider in 
v4-5. We must understand our rightful place in the plan of God as we seek to exercise these 
spiritual gifts. Our place is sovereignly appointed as, “God set the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased Him” (1 Cor. 12:18). 

The apostle uses many metaphors for the church, but his favourite is the metaphor of a 
human body. He reminds us:  
 
(i) Just as a human body has diverse members that work together for the functioning of the one 
body, so the body of Christ has many members but one body, “For as we have many members in one 
body.” Although we are united in this one body we have diversity of functions, “and all members have 
not the same office.” The thing that unites us all is being “one body in Christ” who is the Head of the 
body (Col. 1:18). 
(ii) The members are not independent of one another but interdependent as, “every one members one 
of another.” An eye or hand cannot function properly cut off from the rest of the body. No one is 
an island in the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit is not solely incarnated in one member of the 
church. God’s work is achieved on a corporate level through the body of Christ. The apostle Paul 
was blessed with many spiritual and natural gifts yet he always worked in harmony with the local 
churches. He was not a lone ranger or maverick!  

By these two truths, Paul is dealing with two great errors that tend to creep into our 
thinking. The first is trying to achieve unity without diversity, which just produces an artificial 
uniformity. People are different in temperament, ability, personality, energy levels etc. because 
God made them different! We are not all meant to be the same! If you study the lives of the 
characters in the Bible you will see this diversity. There was a marked difference in the style and 
temperament of Peter compared to Paul or Elijah compared to Isaiah.  

The second error is trying to recognise diversity without unity, which just produces 
anarchy. This can be seen in the natural as the feet cannot go in different directions from one 
another. A human body malfunctions when any member seeks to act differently from the mind. 
This happens when a person is suffering from the effects of a stroke or an epileptic fit. This was 
what was happening in the church at Corinth, which sought to divide into factions. The apostle 
Paul warned them this was a carnal and erroneous way to behave, “Now this I say, that every one of 
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified 
for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:12-13). After rebuking them for this Paul 
closes this chapter by pointing that Christ is the source of all good in all of them, “But of “Him are 
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 
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(v30) The only grounds for boasting is in the Saviour, “ That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, 
let him glory in the Lord.” (v31) 
(iii) When a member of the body falters or fails, the rest are affected as, “every one members one of 
another.” This can be seen when we experience an injury or infection to one small member of the 
body. The same is true in the local church here. When sin and apathy eat into the motive and 
method of service by each of us as members of the local church, then we all suffer a loss. As John 
Owen warned, “Always be killing sin or it will be killing you.” The devil works hard to promote 
the inroads of sin to reduce the efficiency of the local church.  
(iv) Each member is needed for the full functioning of the body as we, “are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another.” There are no vestigial organs in the body of Christ. All of us have 
significance and a distinct purpose. God has gifted every Christian with spiritual gifts, but many 
are not using them. Too many set them aside like unwrapped Christmas presents. As a 
consequence the body of Christ is less effective in its witness to the world. You also rob God of 
His rightful glory in working through you the way He wants to do so. We can only but imagine 
the pain in God’s heart at the careless and indifferent way believers view these wonderful gifts He 
freely endows us with. 

Now, there are many parts of our body that are not prominent such as our liver or kidneys. 
Often, we take them for granted until something goes wrong. Then the whole body is affected. 
This is equally true in the church. There are many areas of service that are not as conspicuous as 
others. There is a tendency to think little for these. But when this area of service is neglected or 
fails, we all are affected and the work of God hindered. 
 

(2) APPLICATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS (v6-8) 
 
After setting forth the general principles that must govern the use of spiritual gifts, the apostle 
Paul then discusses how they should be used individually. He reminds us that they are given by 
the grace of God, “gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us.” These gifts are tools to build 
the kingdom of God and not toys to show off with. Peter makes this very clear in his epistle,  
  

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11)  

 
We are not responsible for others neglecting or misusing their spiritual gifts, but we are responsible 
as stewards for those given to us. Too many adopt the spirit of Elijah and Jonah and want to quit 
the ministry of the gifts that God has given them. We belittle the gift and the Giver when we 
quibble or abuse these gifts. That is why I do not understand why people refuse to serve in a local 
church or even attend it on the grounds that some other fallen creature has offended them. For 
why take out your frustration on God? Did He offend you? Why go on strike with Him?  

Now the primary place where these gifts are to be exercised is in the local church. That is 
why we have church membership to facilitate and regulate the uses of the diversity of these spiritual 
gifts that God has blessed this local church with. Using a spiritual gift the correct way is the most 
fulfilling thing in the world. In v6-8, Paul gives a list of 7 spiritual gifts. All of us in this church 
have at least one of these.  
 
(a) PROPHECY – This gift in Scripture includes the ability to foretell the future as well as forth-
tell the Word of God. The latter gift of forth-telling or preaching of the Word of God is still in 
operation today since the completion of the Canon of Scripture. This gift heads the list as it 
regulates the use of the other six. The prophesying or preaching is not the speaking forth of man’s 
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opinions or ideas but is fully regulated by the Scripture, “according to the proportion of faith.” It is a 
warning against going beyond the standard of the Word of God. As Paul told Timothy, “preach the 
word” (2 Tim. 4:2). This gift of prophecy should be exercised in the power of the Spirit and should 
affect the hearts as well as the lives of the listeners. If God has called a man to this ministry, he 
should use it, “let us prophesy.” However, if he has not, then he should be silent. Harry Ironside used 
to speak of men who believed they had the gift of preaching but to whom nobody had the gift of 
listening!  
 
(b) MINISTRY – The next gift is the one that is derived from a Greek word, “diakonia” which 
is where the word for deacon is derived from. The word itself refers to menial activities, such as 
waiting on tables or caring for household needs. The Greeks regarded such work as beneath them. 
Yet God regards it as important. In order for the speaking gifts or preaching and teaching to 
function properly, the gifts of service need to be exercised in support. 

All of us can serve one another in the local church whether it is being an usher, counting 
money, serving food or cleaning. There is no greater model of service than that of the Master who 
told us, “And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:44-45). 
 
(c) TEACHING – The root word carries with it the idea of systematic teaching or systematic 
training within a formal or informal setting. Teaching can take many forms; from parents teaching 
their children to Sunday School teachers. There is some overlap with the gift of preaching as 
pastors must also teach, but there are significant differences. Teaching primarily instructs the 
minds, whereas preaching must always convict and change the heart. 
 
(d) EXHORTING – This word literally means “to call one alongside” or “to call someone to 
oneself.” The teaching and preaching gifts guide a person as to what to do, whereas exhortation 
helps them to achieve it. Those with this gift of exhortation are people who are quick to spot a 
struggling saint and intuitively gravitate to seek to encourage them to press on. They also delight 
when they see a brother or sister in Christ prosper. A classic illustration of this was Barnabas in 
the early church. His gift of encouraging others was so apparent that the apostles renamed him 
“Barnabas” meaning literally “son of consolation” or “son of encouragement” (Acts 4:36). His name 
reflected his character and what a blessing this man was to the church. When he was sent to 
Antioch to survey a move of God we read of his impact (Acts 11:22-24).This good man not only 
strengthened these new converts in their faith but by his God- glorifying labours and 
encouragements, the Lord added more converts. It would be wonderful to have many of the spirit 
of Barnabas in our church.  

Unfortunately, there are people who think they have found another gift called the “gift of 
discouragement.” They run around churches like spiritual vultures looking to find faults in others 
and delighting when they do. That is the spirit of the devil in Job 1. True biblical love “hopeth all 
things” (1 Cor. 13:7) about a fellow brother or sister in Christ. God is building His church so make 
sure you are not trying to destroy it with your tongue! 
 
(e) GIVING – Now there is a sense in that every Christian is called to give to the work of God as 
an act of worship. It is a sign of our love and thankfulness as you can give without loving but you 
cannot love without giving. The minimum is our tithes. If you don’t give these then you are stealing 
from God, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings” (Malachi 3:8). Stealing from God inhibits His blessing upon your life (Malachi 3:10). 

But I believe that this word here has a deeper significance. There are some believers who 
have a special gift of giving. It need not be the wealthiest, but clearly if God has blessed you with 
an abundance of material blessings, He does not intend for you to squander them on your own 
lusts. Everything we receive is not our own and must be used for the glory of God. As Paul 
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reminded the Corinthians, “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst 
not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? (1 Cor. 4:7) If you 
truly have given yourself to the Lord as per Romans 1:1-2, then giving of your material blessings 
should naturally flow (2 Cor. 8:3). Meanness is not a Christian virtue. This giving must be done 
with “simplicity” which simply means without hypocrisy or attention to self. The wrong way can be 
seen in the condemnation the Lord made of the ostentation of the almsgiving of the Pharisees in 
Matthew 6. 
 
(f) RULETH – This Greek word translated “ruleth” literally means one “standing before or over.” 
It expresses the idea of one placed in a position of authority or superintendence over others. There 
are God-ordained leadership positions in the church, home, and society. A person set in this 
position is not free to exercise his authority at will but, “he that ruleth, with diligence.” This word 
“diligence” has the idea of zeal or earnestness with intense motivation. It conveys the idea of 
wholeheartedness in leadership service. Leaders must possess and maintain high standards of 
discipline and dedication in their position. They must go the second mile! 
 
(g) MERCY – All believers are to exhibit the attribute of mercy. But Paul is clearly thinking of a 
special category of persons who are especially gifted in merciful acts of compassion to the suffering 
and sorrowing. They are called to exercise this gift “with cheerfulness.” So, they must carry out their 
acts of mercy not as an inconvenience or a burden, but as a delight to their soul. 
 
Unfortunately, there are some professing Christians like Job’s “comforters” who seem to bring a 
dark cloud around with them. But there are others who have the aroma of Christ as a sweet savour 
to light up the darkest of circumstances. These people have been gifted to encourage and bless the 
saints of God by their cheerful acts of mercy (Prov. 15:23). 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
God has wonderfully blended the mix of spiritual gifts and distributed them sovereignly across the 
whole body of Christ. If some are not using their gifts, then there is a deficiency at the heart of 
any local church. If you have a gift, then start exercising it. Don’t sit in the pew sulking or apathetic. 
Then, we will see the work of Christ prosper and fully effective. A truly healthy church is one 
where every member is using his or her spiritual gifts on behalf of others for the glory of God. 
The Apostle Paul raises some fascinating questions here:  
 

(a) Do you have a spiritual gift? Are you using it? 
(b) How are you using your spiritual gifts? What is the motivation? 
(c) How involved in the local church are you? It is here that you will benefit from other’s 

spiritual gifts and be able to fully use the gift God has given you.  
 
The way to do this is straightforward: 
 
(a) Dedicate your whole life to the Lord as per Romans 12:1-2.  
(b) Join the church and fully embrace the main corporate ministries such as the prayer meeting, 
Bible studies. Make sure you pay your tithes. 
(c) Study the spiritual gifts and pray that God would reveal to you which ones He has bestowed 
on you. 
(d) Look for needs and seek to meet them if you can. 
(e) Offer yourself for service to the leadership of the church. 
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“DUTIES TO GOD AND MAN” (Romans 12:9-21) 
 
The Christian life is not a matter of simply mastering some intellectual truths, but it is an entire 
way of life. Our beliefs must impact our behaviour. Paul teaches us that the reality of an inward 
transformation in salvation should have a direct impact upon our outward actions. The early 
church was known as “the Church of the Way.” The second century Christian writer, Tertullian 
cites the fact that the heathen testified as they observed the lives of the early Christians, “Look 
how they love one another and how they are ready to die for each other.” No greater example of 
this can be seen than in the life of the writer to the Romans. Paul was willing to suffer anything, 
sacrifice anything, and endure anything for his beloved brethren in Christ. Today you would not 
be able to identify most Christians unless they told you that they were!  

In v1-2 of Romans 12, Paul makes clear that the Christian must respond to the truths of 
the Gospel by dedicating their lives to the Lord. This will renew our minds to be conformed to 
the Word of God; as to act like a Christian we need to think as one. Then, in v3-8 he describes 
that we must recognise our spiritual gifts and use them for the effective functioning of the body 
of Christ. Now, in v9-21 Paul will explain how these spiritual gifts should be used in relation to 
others.  
 

(1) TWO GREAT PRINCIPLES OF LIFE (v9) 
 
Often preachers work hard to make the Bible complicated! It is true that there are passages that 
exhaust the minds of the finest scholars but much of Scripture is clearly understood. Most of us 
are like Jonah. We know what God has told us to do, but we just don’t want to do it. It is not a 
question of the intellect but of the will. In v9, the apostle wonderfully sums up the Christian life 
in two simple sentences, “Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good.” 

There are many strange definitions of what constitutes “love.” The world has their 
definitions. But in all these things we must simply let the Bible define the term. Using the attribute 
of agape love (which is an unconditional, God-empowered, sacrificial love), Paul explains two 
principles: 
 
(a) Love must be sincere 
(b) Love must be discriminating  
 
SINCERE LOVE - Our lives must be defined by an agape love that Paul says should be “without 
dissimulation.” This Greek word translated ““without dissimulation” literally means “without 
hypocrisy.” The root word is used to describe Greek actors in a play that wear a mask on the stage 
to reflect an image contrary to what they really are. Many people like to simulate or fake love. This 
is not a new sin, as Ananias and Sapphira tried to do this at the beginning of the NT church (cf. 
Acts 5). But Paul says a Christian should not be doing this. Rather his love must authentically 
reflect his renewed mind and a transformed life. 
 
DISCRIMINATING LOVE - Love must not only be sincere, but it must be discriminating. We 
are commanded to, “Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.” This verb translated “abhor” 
expresses a strong feeling of loathing or abhorrence. It is in the present continuous tense indicating 
this must be our habitual lifestyle. We are to be continually repulsed by all that is evil. This is not 
merely a passive action but something we must actively engage in. Evil cannot simply be ignored, 
as evil will never ignore you!  True biblical love is not some mushy sentimental thing that forgives 
all, forgets all or tolerates all. True love, “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Cor. 13:6). 
God is love but there are many things that God hates,  
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These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto Him: A 
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that 
deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. (Proverbs 
6:16-19) 

 
So, true love is to love as God loves, which includes being able to discriminate between good and 
evil. It is not the perverted adulterous eroticism of the movie industry or the rock n roll industry. 
It is also not the contrived unity of some pluralist interfaith movement that seeks to unite true 
churches with those who deny and oppose the truths of the gospel. The love of Christ flowing 
through the heart of a Christian will lead him to abhor evil men and their activities. It will never 
accommodate sin or seek to redefine it by calling what God has defined as evil “good.” 

But there is a positive side to this. True biblical love will also lead a believer to, “cleave to 
that which is good.” This word translated “cleave” has the idea of “to glue, cement, join or fasten 
together.” Paul uses the present continuous tense again to infer that this is habitual. But this time 
he uses the middle or reflexive voice to emphasize that the believer himself must do this cleaving. 
We are to be continually adhering to that which God says is good in this life (e.g. see Romans 12:2 
for what is “good”). 
 
(2) GENERAL ATTITUDE TO PEOPLE & CIRCUMSTANCES (v10-12) 

 
Paul then deals with some general attitudes that we must have to people and various circumstances. 
These attitudes seem to be primarily focused within the context of the local church and the 
exercising of spiritual gifts there. In our high-tech world of electronic communication there is a 
deep sense of loneliness in many people’s lives. A man who has a heart for God will have a heart 
for God’s people. Paul sets these out in short pithy points for us to easily grasp. These clearly do 
not come naturally to us; else Paul would not have to set them out.  

In v10 Paul commands, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love.” He uses a Greek 
phrase that is very familiar to us, “philadelphia.” It is made up of two words “philos” meaning 
“tender affections” and “adelphos” meaning “one born of the same womb.” This is an appropriate 
term, as all believers have been born again by the same Saviour and are part of the same family. 
We are not strangers to each other within the local church, but we are one family. This is not 
something we grow into but something we are because of Christ. Therefore, we should love one 
another as such. Every child of God is a brother or sister in Christ.  

If we truly love one another, then the counterpart “in honour preferring one another” should be 
a natural reaction. The verb “preferring” here is in the present continuous tense indicating that this 
also should be the habitual life practice of a believer. This honouring and preferring others is 
difficult because our natural tendency is to exalt self. Honouring one another is not flattery, but 
showing the proper respect for a brother or sister in Christ who is made in the image of God.  

Now in v8 Paul has made clear that those who God has placed in a position of spiritual 
leadership must do so with diligence or wholeheartedness. Here in v11 Paul picks up the same 
idea, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” The believer must never be halfhearted 
or lazy but “fervent in spirit.” The word “fervent” here means literally to boil with great energy so 
figuratively it means to be passionate.  No greater example of passion and zeal in the ministry can 
be seen that the inspired writer himself. In Act 20 we get an insight into Paul’s life, “And how I kept 
back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to 
house” (v20) and, “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears”(v31). In addition to his preaching duties, he also points out his sacrificial 
tent making, “that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me” (v34).  

You will find the same spirit in the men and women of God in church history. Martin 
Luther often fell into bed asleep with exhaustion. John Wesley, in his fifty years of itinerant 
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ministry, travelled mainly by horseback over a quarter of a million miles, and preached more than 
forty-two thousand sermons. Our labours in the church, home, and the work place is part of our 
testimony. It must be “fervent” because we have the highest motivation possible, as we are, “serving 
the Lord.”  

This verse 12 would make a good life verse, “Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer.” This “Rejoicing in hope” is the positive attitude as we contemplate the great future 
ahead for the believer. This “patient in tribulation” is being willing to endure with the right attitude 
what circumstances providence places us in. It is not mere stoicism and old-fashioned grit. Nor is 
it denying the pain or discomfort that we are going through. Rather it is the spirit of Job that 
declares by faith in the greatest of trials, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him” (Job 13:15).  

The final point that Paul makes is, “continuing instant in prayer.” The verb here is in the 
present continuous tense also. So, prayer must be the continual habitual life of the believer. We 
are devoted to our family, our work, our students, and ourselves. Sadly, few pray today - let alone 
were devoted to it. By contrast, the early church was devoted to prayer, “And they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).  
 

(3) SPECIFIC ATTITUDE TO CERTAIN PEOPLE (v13-21) 
 
Paul then picks out some specific types of persons and how we must react to them. We need to 
observe: 
(a) These things are in the Bible so we cannot ignore them.  
(b) They are commanded so they must be possible. 
(c) Paul never says these things are easy to do - even for him.  
 
NEEDY PEOPLE (v13) - These are people who need help and Paul reminds us that we need to 
be continually, “Distributing to the necessity of saints.” If you see the need in a brother or sister’s life 
and God has given you the ability to meet that need, then do so. This should flow naturally as we 
see one another as family and part of the same body. BB Warfield exhorts,  
 

“Oh, my dear Christians! If you would be like Christ, give much, give often, give freely, to 
the vile and the poor, the thankless and the undeserving. Christ is glorious and happy, and 
so will you be. It is not your money I want, but your happiness. Remember His own word: 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”” 

 
Then we must also be “given to hospitality.” This Greek verb is interesting as it has the idea of 
pursuing or following hard after a person. It is in the present continuous tense. So, we are to be 
actively looking out for ways to be hospitable to fellow believers. This is to be our habitual lifestyle. 
It should begin here at the church by our welcome for newcomers. A good example of this is the 
respectful and honourable way Abraham acted to strangers in Genesis 18. This is picked up in 
Hebrews, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares” (Heb. 
13:2). When God opened the heart of Lydia, the transformed life opened her home to the servants 
of the Lord (Acts 16). 
 
PERSECUTING PEOPLE (v14) - God does not require His children to merely tolerate their 
persecutors, but to go one step further. Paul tells us we are to, “Bless them which persecute you: bless, 
and curse not.” Blessing and cursing are mutually exclusive actions. Now refraining from cursing 
those who attack us is very hard, but blessing seems impossible. It is certainly impossible to the 
natural man. 
 
HAPPY & SAD PEOPLE (v15) - These next two reactions are also very difficult, “Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.” We have a tendency to be jealous of other’s happiness, 
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especially when it is at our expense. But true love allows us to rejoice when others succeed in their 
ministries, careers, studies etc. The other side of this coin is to, “weep with them that weep.” A true 
friend rejoices unconditionally when his or her friends succeed and likewise weeps with them in 
sorrow. We are all connected in the body of Christ. Wiersbe makes a good point,  
 

“Paul reminded them that they must enter into the feelings of others. Christian fellowship 
is much more than a pat on the back and a handshake. It means sharing the burdens and 
the blessings of others so that we all grow together and glorify the Lord. If Christians 
cannot get along with one another, how can they ever face their enemies?” 

 
LOWLY PEOPLE (v16) - It is easy for us to welcome wealthy and attractive people. The world 
does this. But Paul tells us to “condescend to men of low estate.” The apostle was an educated and 
brilliant academic but he was always willing to give his life for the church made up of some of the 
lowest of society. James is very clear as to the sin of partiality, “But if ye have respect to persons, ye 
commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.” (James 2:9) Greek and Romans society was 
divided into the desirables and undesirables. One of the great testimonies of the difference 
between the church and the world was how the slave and the master sat at the Lord’s Table and 
fellowshipped with one another as equals. 

The only way to be impartial in our respect and honour of every member of the body of 
Christ is to “Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things....Be not wise in your own conceits.” 
Humility and walking in unity are the key to this. The constant recognition that we are saved and 
kept by grace alone should deflate the rising of pride in ourselves.  
 
TROUBLESOME PEOPLE (v17-21) - Paul deals extensively with people that trouble us – v14, 
v17-21. Doubtless, this reflects the great danger these people pose to our testimony. There are 
always people with diseased personalities out there who assume that their calling in life is to make 
your life difficult. There are the sarcastic, grumblers, faultfinders, slanderers, jealous, gossips, and 
even the “rageaholics” who like to let of steam at everyone! The apostle Paul had to deal with 
them all. We live in a world riddled with strife, estrangement and bitterness. Human nature since 
the Fall is characterized by the desire for revenge. The world promotes maxims such as “revenge 
is sweet.” Even in the church, the same spirit is alive and well. But such an attitude is not to 
characterize the Christian, who should refuse to avenge themselves on those who wronged them. 
Instead, he is to adopt a spirit of forgiveness to his personal enemies. These things are easy to say 
but much more difficult to practice. The difficulty usually increases in proportion to the degree of 
hurt.  

How we react when a golden opportunity for revenge presents itself truly defines the 
nature of our heart. The Christian is set apart from the world by the way he responds to his 
enemies. Children practice this revengeful instinct from young in the playground. But we as 
Christians are called to walk a different path. Paul presents the Spirit empowered supernatural 
contrast. He makes it clear that revenge for a believer is never acceptable, “recompense to no man evil 
for evil” and “avenge not yourselves.” He carves out no exceptions to this general rule – no ifs, buts or 
maybes! There are a number of reasons why we should not take revenge:  
 
(a) It usurps God’s sovereign prerogative to execute justice on the wrongdoer, “Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay, saith the Lord.” Vengeance is not wrong as God will avenge us, “I will repay.” But 
vengeance is wrong for us, as we are commanded, “avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath.” 
In other words, we must let God have His rightful place as the Judge.  
(b) A second reason in trying to exact revenge on our personal enemies is that we are not objective 
in our judgment. We tend to be too severe or too lenient. We also lack omniscience and make 
mistakes in our assessments. God is the only One who can recompense justly. We should be able 
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to endure life’s offences, as we know God will make things perfectly right. This must be believed 
by faith. 
(c) By taking revenge, we may actually hinder the work of God in another person’s life. The Lord 
may want to bring a person to repentance and ultimately reconciliation. If Joseph had taken the 
opportunity in Genesis 42 to avenge himself there would have missed being the instrument to 
bring his brethren to repentance and reconciliation in Genesis 45. 
(d) God could be using this enemy as a means of chastising you or keeping you humble and God-
dependent (cf. Judges 2:21-23). This would be grace to you and removing that would hurt you. 
God could also be working something wonderful through it as part of a wider purpose that you 
could derail just because you do not see it at the immediate point of the offence. Joseph later 
recognized this greater purpose in his sufferings, “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.” (Gen. 50:20) 
(e) Taking revenge can unleash a cycle of retribution and feuding that drags many other related 
parties into a battle of wits. It divides homes and churches into factions that can spiral out of 
control. This may lead to years of heartache, bitterness, mistrust, and division. 
(f) Revenge can destroy you spiritually as a person. By hurting your enemy, you hurt yourself as 
well. The man that gets down into the mud to throw dirt back inevitably gets dirty. We end up like 
bees, which kill themselves in stinging others. Carnal and wicked people are used to brawling and 
fighting dirty, but we are not. The Americans have a relevant expression, “don’t get into a fight 
with a skunk, because even if you win, you come out with a bad smell.” 
(g) Exacting revenge on others prevents you behaving like Jesus Christ. Forgiveness is not some 
intellectual concept, but is patterned on the model of the Lord Jesus Christ. In Luke 23:34 as He 
hung on the Cross He prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” The Greek verb, 
which is translated “prayed” is the imperfect indicating that this was a repeated cry by Christ on the 
Cross. The Apostle Peter pointed out that Christ was our example here and called us to follow in 
His steps (1 Peter 2:21-23). We are called to be like our Master. Christ has shown us the way. The 
better way is to follow in His steps and as Paul advised, “Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good (Romans 12:20-21). We are to strive to avoid offence, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18).  

The best way to deal with your enemy is to make him your friend. That is what happened 
with Saul of Tarsus who was the greatest enemy of Christianity and became its chiefest proponent. 
This man was fighting deep conviction when he was gloriously converted (Acts 9:5). One can’t 
help but wonder what influence the Christ-like character of Stephen, who blessed those casting 
the stones on his head (Acts 7:60), had on the heart of Saul of Tarsus. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
(1) Let’s not just talk about Christianity, but let’s live it. Many of us can talk the talk but we need 
also to be able to walk the walk. These practical duties listed here by Paul reflect how we can walk 
in a way that is not conformed to this world. We are to live by God’s standards and not those of 
men. I wonder how many people we have put off Christianity by professing the name of Christ 
and acting contrary to His character.  
(2) People are looking for really transformed lives that Paul describes here. They cannot find it in 
the world or even in many churches. Let us strive to make this a church that reflects the reality of 
the new birth. 
(3) Unbeliever – we do not exact judgment on those who have wronged us. But it should not be 
presumed that your sin has been forgiven. Grace does not nullify the law of sowing and reaping. 
There is a day of judgment for all men. Are you ready?  
	


