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“Rejoicing in Suffering” (Acts 5:12-42) 

The hypocrisy that the devil had sowed into the church had now been dealt with by God. This 
strategy had backfired on Satan for we read, “And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many 
as heard these things.” (Acts 5:11) A greater respect for the Lord and holiness was now manifest 
within and without the church. However, the questions still remained: Would this inhibit the 
growth of Christianity? Would the power of God be reduced in the lives of the early Christians? 
Would the wonderful unity they had before be hurt? The answer is a resounding negative to 
these questions.  
 
And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with 
one accord in Solomon's porch. And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them. 

And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) (v12-14) 
 
Instead of hurting the church, the disciplining of Ananias and Sapphire became a catalyst for 
greater blessing. The power of God came upon the apostles in an even greater way, “And by the 
hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people.” The apostles were given 
special gifts from the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 12:12). These were unique to them. We cannot replicate 
those today because there are no new apostles.  
 

 
 
The power of God also unified the believers, “and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.” 
Satan hoped to divide but God overruled to maintain the wonderful unity of mind they had 
before this incident. It also had a purification effect on those outside the church, “And of the rest 
durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.” The unbelievers respected them and 
were slow to rush into identifying with Christianity lest they were also cursed by God. The 
church was filled with sheep and not with goats. For the goats were intimidated from associating 
with them.  
 This should not be interpreted as a weakness for the early church but rather a great 
blessing. For this purity and power enabled them to be better soul winners for Christ, “And 
believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.” This is the first reference in 
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Acts to the salvation of large numbers of women. The death of Sapphira must have spoken 
particularly to them also. What blessing is flowing from the intervention of God in disciplining 
the hypocritical couple.  
 
Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the 
shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. There came also a multitude out of the cities round 
about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed 

every one. (v15-16) 
 
The inspired record here gives us a further insight into the power of the Holy Spirit that was 
now seen. From within and without the city of Jerusalem crowds came to the apostolic band to 
be healed. Some were demon possessed and some were diseased but all were touched by the 
power of God. This power was so great that even the shadow of Peter was thought to bring 
healing to these lives. It must be noted that the text doesn’t say that Peter’s shadow actually 
healed anyone. This may be a reference to a superstitious interpretation of the people. Marshall 
points out, “The idea that shadows had magical powers, both beneficent and malevolent, was 
current in the ancient world and explains the motivation of the people.” 
 It must be noted the difference between the apostolic healing gifts and those claimed by 
many today. In the times of the apostles, it is explicitly made clear that all were healed, none 
departing disappointed, “and they were healed every one.” The miraculous signs and wonders in the 
NT brought instantaneous, verifiable, and complete healing to the afflicted. They were never 
preplanned or choreographed in any way by a glitzy advertisement campaign. Speaking of 
Christ’s healing powers, Matthew 12:15 tells us that, “great multitudes followed Him, and He healed 
them all.” There was no need for physiotherapy or gradual restoration from residual weaknesses 
from diseases. We never read of people starting to improve or getting better under Christ’s 
healing ministry. Indeed, if there was a gradual process of healing, then the healing could be 
explained through natural causes. It would undermine the whole point of the authentication. 
When God heals someone, He doesn’t do half a job!  

We must draw the distinction between the healing ministry of Christ and the apostles 
with that of the modern “faith healing” movements. Most of the latter claimed healings are 
partial and unproven. Objective, verified, evidence of genuine miracles is conspicuously absent. 
They are also selective, as many are left in the sidelines in wheelchairs. By their own admission 
(unlike Christ) only a tiny minority can be healed in their meetings. If they really have the same 
gift of healing as Christ and the apostles had, then why don’t the modern faith healing 
movement preachers go down to the local hospital and demonstrate it?  

That doesn’t mean that we cannot pray for healing today. God can still heal in His 
sovereign will on this earth in answer to prayer (cf. Matt. 7:11; James 5:14-15) The Chinese 
Evangelist, John Sung (1901-1944) used to pray for people who were sick in his evangelistic 
crusades and on many occasions the Lord would graciously heal. But on other occasions the 
Lord chose not to do so. Indeed, John Sung himself died of intestinal tuberculosis after a long 
illness at the relatively young age of 42. But we must not claim apostolic gifts when we don’t 
have apostolic results.  
 
APOSTOLIC HEALING GIFTS 
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The first thing that must be accepted is that there were real gifts of healing in the Bible. The 
Apostle Paul listed in the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12, “To another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:8). So, there were valid healing gifts 
amongst the body of Christ in Apostolic times. It was a sovereign gift from the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus Christ had healing gifts as part of His ministry, “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know” (Acts 2:22b). The healing gifts of Christ were to authenticate His Messianic ministry 
and divine office. The Saviour informed the unbelieving Pharisees, “But if I do, though ye believe not 
Me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him” (John 10:38; 
cf. 20:30-31). The gifts of healing were to authenticate that He was the Divine Son of God. 
Before Christ there was no one on this earth who could go around and heal people in all 
places. His was a unique ministry of a unique Person.  

God also chose to sovereignly bestow the gifts of healing on the apostles and their 
associates (like Philip in Acts 8:5-7) for a limited time and limited extent to establish the early 
church by authenticating their apostolic authority. The Lord Jesus predicted this fact, “And these 
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:17-18) The Apostle Paul explicitly stated that the gifts of healing 
were integral to apostleship, “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, 
and wonders, and mighty deeds.” (2 Cor. 12:12; cf. Rom. 15:18-19; Heb. 2:3-4)  

There are no apostolic offices in the church today. The 12 apostles were all directly 
appointed by God alone (cf. Gal 1:1). The Bible teaches that the 12 apostles were unique in that 
they were:  
 

(i) eye witnesses to the resurrection of Christ (1Cor.9:1, 1Cor.15:7-8, Acts1:21-26);  
(ii) occupied foundational ministries for the church (Eph. 2:19-20); 
(iii) infallible in their preaching (1 Thess. 2:13) and writing (2 Pet. 1:20-21); 
(iv) had authenticating sign gifts (2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:4); and 
(v) only 12 apostles are recognised in heaven (Rev. 21:14).  

 
The longer we go in the Apostolic age, we see healing miracles become even more infrequent 
and even disappearing. Indeed, the latest recorded healing miracle was the healing of Publius’ 
father (Acts 28:7-10) around A.D. 58. By way of contrast, John completed the canon of Scripture 
when he wrote the Book of Revelation in A.D. 96. The gift of healing clearly begins to disappear 
as the Canon of Scriptures was completed and the church matured. This trend is seen even in 
Scripture itself. There is no mention of healing in the older epistles like the Pastoral Epistles. We 
discover towards the end of Paul’s life that Epaphroditus was gravely ill “nigh unto death” (Phil. 
2:27), Trophimus was sick and Paul had to leave him that way (2 Tim. 4:20), and Timothy was 
suffering a long-term stomach problem and Paul recommended medicine, “Drink no longer water, 
but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities” (1 Tim. 5:23). If healing was a 
“privilege” and “part of the atonement” for us today on earth then the Apostle Paul had failed to 
“claim it” for Trophimus and Timothy. Did the apostle who “laboured more abundantly than they all” 
(1 Cor. 15:10) have less faith than the faith-healing pastors of the modern healing movement?  

We don’t have any indication that the gifts of healing were given to anybody and 
everybody in the church in this era. Certainly, no one meets such criteria today and no one is 
meant to do so. These are a unique group of persons. Once the foundation is built on these 
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apostles God does not rebuild another foundation! There is no indication that others throughout 
church history will receive the same authentication gifts of healing. 
 
Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled 

with indignation, And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. (v17-18) 
 
Satan had attempted to verbally intimidate the apostles at the end of Acts 4 into silence. This 
failed to halt the growth of the Church. The verbal intimidation would now be replaced with the 
next step in his evil strategy in Acts 5 of physical intimidation. Threatening words had become 
threatening deeds. The devil used the Sanhedrin once again. It was the body that controlled the 
Jewish people, which was composed of those who were Sadducees and the more conservative 
Pharisees. The Sanhedrin had them seized them and then threw them in jail foolishly imagining 
that this could stop the work of God. 

  

 
 

But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and 
speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.  And when they heard that, they entered into the temple 

early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council 
together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the 
officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned and told, Saying, The prison truly found we shut 
with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man 

within. (v19-23) 
 
Whatever Satan tries to do, God uses for His own glory and the Lord released them. The Lord 
was teaching them and us that God’s Word and God’s power are not limited by the walls of a 
prison. He can deliver His servants from the world’s oppression anytime He sees fit. The 
Sadducees denied the future resurrection and the existence of angels (Acts 23:8). God taught 
them a lesson by utilizing a creature they denied existed to free His disciples to preach a doctrine 
they denied. The angel encouraged them to keep on preaching Christ, “Go, stand and speak in the 
temple to the people all the words of this life.” They were not to focus their preaching on the mighty 
miracle of their deliverance from prison but the gospel of Christ, which is the power of salvation. 
The apostles were obedient to this commission and immediately went to preach the gospel.    
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We must also note a point here concerning the sovereignty of God. Sometimes the Lord 
will send an angel to release us from prison but on other occasions He may not. It doesn’t mean 
that the fact that a Christian is martyred or imprisoned that this means he or she has sinned or 
“lacks faith.” Most of the apostles were martyred for their faith and the Lord Jesus Christ was 
Himself crucified. Indeed, the apostles were flogged at the end of the chapter and the Lord 
chose not to deliver them from this suffering.  
 

Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of 
them whereunto this would grow. Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison 
are standing in the temple, and teaching the people. Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them 

without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned. And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them, Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye 
should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this 

man's blood upon us. (v24-28) 
 
This news that the prison was empty confused the leaders of Judaism. The later news that the 
former prisoners were now preaching in the temple threw them into a panic. They had no 
biblical charge against the apostles so could only indict them with disobeying the edicts of the 
Sanhedrin, “Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name?” 
 There is an element of guilt in their words, “behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” These rulers still had the memory but were so 
prejudiced they would not even bring themselves to use the name of Jesus. Times of public 
temptation are times of public witness for the Lord’s glory. The irresistible force of the leaders of 
Judaism was now going to meet God’s immoveable objects.  
 

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. (v29) 
 
Peter and the apostolic band reinforced the Biblical principle that God’s law and commands 
always supersedes those of man. All of them were united on this truth. We must never allow the 
fear of man to keep us from obeying the Lord. There is no room for compromise on this 
principle. No matter what happens next, they would obey God. These men were prepared to 
swim against the prevailing tide, even if it cost them their lives. They followed the counsel of the 
Master, “fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Arnold points out, 
 

“The Apostles clearly understood that their ultimate allegiance belonged to God and not 
to man…It is not just knowing the will of God but doing the will of God.  Christians 
must learn to obey God in everything.  We must obey God above the State; we must 
obey God in our personal lives; we must obey God in our local churches.  The place of 
blessing is in obedience to God.  We must obey rather than compromise the Word of 
God to reach numbers of people or to please men.” 

 
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right 

hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are his 
witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. (v30-32) 
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Peter then preached another sermon before the leaders of Judaism. He did not change the 
message but unashamedly raised the issue of the death of Christ again in v30 and still boldly 
indicted them for it, “whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.” Peter was not willing to let this go. He 
reminded them they needed repentance and forgiveness of sins, “Him hath God exalted with his 
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Clearly, Peter 
was not seeking to be popular but rather to be faithful in declaring the gospel.  
 

When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. Then stood there up one in the 
council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded 

to put the apostles forth a little space; And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye 
intend to do as touching these men.  For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to 
whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, 

were scattered, and brought to nought. After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew 
away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. And now I 

say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. (v33-39) 

 
The Holy Spirit convicted these hardened sinners. For when they heard this they were “cut to the 
heart.” The power of the gospel will either soften the heart or harden the heart – most preaching 
today will not do either. The Sanhedrin were so incensed by this conviction that they were 
unable to debate with the apostles. The only thing they could do is to murder them to silence 
their testimony.  
 

 
 
The Lord can use unexpected sources to help us in days of affliction. Gamaliel was not a believer 
and a member of the Sanhedrin. He was also the leading Jewish Scholar of his generation and 
trained the Apostle Paul. Gamaliel asked for the apostles to be removed from the room so that 
the hot tempers could cool. He proposed that they just wait and see. Despite what some say 
today, his council was not honourable. For this is not a biblical approach to dealing with error – 
we are to rebuke it and take our stand. The evidence was clear that this was the power of God 
with all the healings but Gamaliel didn’t want to take his stand. He was sitting on the fence! As 
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one writer notes, “If Gamaliel was really afraid of fighting against God, why did he not honestly 
investigate the evidence, diligently search the Scriptures, listen to the witnesses, and ask God for 
wisdom?” However, God sovereignly used Gamaliel’s advice in this situation for the benefit of 
the Christians. 
 
 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that 

they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. (v40) 
 
The world hates the name of Jesus Christ. They know that this name has power over sin and 
sinners. That’s why the gospel is an offence and a stumbling block to them. These liberals 
Sadducees tried to shut down all public references to Christ, “they commanded that they should not 
speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”  

This incident marks the beginning of serious persecution of the early church, “and when 
they had called the apostles, and beaten them.” The words that is translated “beaten” has the idea of 
removing the skin of their backs. It is a brutal type of flogging. We can only but imagine what 
these enraged Sadducees would have done to them if it wasn’t for the persuasive words of 
restraint from Gamaliel. The disciples had to pay a price for their fidelity to the gospel. 
Faithfulness to God does not guarantee freedom from suffering and tribulation (cf. 2 Timothy 
3:12). Previously, they had just been threatened but now they were physically beaten. Although 
the Sadducees claimed to be liberal they proved that they were far from tolerant and liberal of 
those who opposed their false doctrines.  
 

 
 
And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his 
name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. (v41-42) 

 
The Holy Spirit had really changed these men. Now they understood that God had a purpose 
even in their sufferings and it would all work out for the glory of God. They were able to rejoice 
in their tribulation in obedience to the Master’s command, 
 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: 
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for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you. (Matthew 5:11-12) 

 
It takes a certain maturity of spiritual discernment in order to do this. This is a lesson we all need 
to learn. For it is at such times that we enter into the fullness of Christ’s sufferings.  

These men did not let any Government or power stop them and went on preaching in 
v42. Despite the pain of the flogging they didn’t give up or slow down. Our world needs to 
witness that type of allegiance today. They proved that external pressure did not have to 
overcome internal principles. These were men of courage and principle. The world is anxious for 
us to conform to their beliefs. They will try sweet persuasiveness or outright intimidation to 
force their agenda on us. Strict conformity to God’s Word will always have consequences. 
However, strong internal convictions empowered by the Spirit of God can withstand any 
external pressures. True faith does not look for loopholes. This is equally true for us all.   

All of us who bear the name of Christ are called to bear “shame” for Him because 
Christians must “obey God rather than men.” Most people do not like to be shamed. Our loyalty to 
God’s Word is often fickle. We compromise all too easily. Faithfulness does not keep us from 
the crises of life. (Jn. 15:18-20) The heroic words of this apostolic band speak comfort across the 
centuries to us today. They were not afraid to die so the threats of the Jewish leaders had no 
power over them. To suffer for Christ’s name was their privilege.  

We likewise need a living faith that cannot be threatened or intimidated by the world, 
which does not give in to external pressure. This story is not written to entertain us, but to 
convict and encourage us to stand today, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4).  

 


