
“IS GOD FINISHED WITH ISRAEL?” (Romans 11:1-10) 

Romans 9-11 are three of the most difficult chapters in the Bible. But they are three of the most 
interesting and rewarding if you persevere in prayerful study. These chapters reveal the flow of all 
human history for both Jew and Gentile. The nation of Israel is a puzzle that can only be explained 
through the light of the Scriptures. 

In Romans 9-11 the apostle Paul is demonstrating that the plan and purpose of God has 
not failed, especially for the Jews. He makes clear that it was never God’s purpose to save everyone 
born of natural Israel, “For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel.” (Romans 9:6b) Paul drives this 
home in Romans 9 by showing that God has sovereignly decreed the salvation of the true Israel. 
Then in Romans 10 he switches to the other side of this truth by demonstrating that if any Jew is 
lost it is because of his own willful rebellion and unbelief.  

Now after dealing with the past and present causes of the spiritual state of Israel, in Romans 
11 Paul is going to deal with the future of the Jew. Paul knows that his OT quotations in Romans 
10:19-21 may lead some readers erroneously to deduce that God has now finished with Israel and 
turned exclusively to the Gentiles. He will deal with this using his usual logical and thorough 
manner by first anticipating the question and then answering it with conclusive evidence. 
 

(1) THE QUESTION AND ANSWER (v1a) 
 
In v1a we get the anticipated question, “I say then, Hath God cast away His people?” Paul then 
immediately categorically responds, “God forbid,” as such a thought is unthinkable. Indeed, the very 
form of the question in Greek indicates a negative answer is expected. The fact that Paul calls 
Israel “His people” implies also that this could not be true. Throughout the OT Scripture, God 
promised to preserve His unconditional covenant with Israel. For instance the Psalmist records in 
Psalm 89,  
 

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known 
thy faithfulness to all generations. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: 
thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. I have made a covenant 
with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I establish for 
ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah. (v1-4)  

 
However, the individual can place himself under the severe judgment of God by not participating 
in the covenantal blessings by unbelief,  
 

If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; If they break my 
statutes, and keep not my commandments; Then will I visit their transgression with 
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. (v30-32) 

 
The rejection of the rebellious individual does not nullify the national covenantal promises,  
 

Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my 
faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out 
of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. His 
seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall be 
established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah. (v33- 
37)  

 
These promises have not been broken nor will they ever be broken. That is why there are Christian 
Jews throughout this world today. They are not just God’s ancient people, but they are His people 



today. All of the promises given by God to Abraham, Moses, and David must be fulfilled to the 
Jewish people. Nothing can thwart God’s plans, purposes, and promises. That is why we must 
believe in a literal Millennial reign when these promises as to the salvation of Israel in the Promised 
Land will be fulfilled. Israel’s future restoration as a nation is guaranteed.  

Despite the fact that the Lord states, “All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient 
and gainsaying people,” God has not rejected His people. He is never fickle or inconsistent. His 
immutable character guarantees His faithfulness to His promises. We are fickle, but He is never! 
If God’s promises fail to Israel, God is not God! The answer that God could be inconsistent is 
always “God forbid,” as He cannot lie nor can He fail. 

The literal promises to Israel are not fulfilled by spiritualizing them into the church, as 
some erroneously conclude. In Romans 10:1 Paul exclaimed, “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” Now, if Israel now means the church, why would Paul be 
praying for the salvation of the church? No, in Romans 9-11 when Paul is speaking of Israel he 
means what he says!  
 

(2) THE EVIDENCE OF THE REMNANT (v1b-6) 
 
Paul, typically, does not leave his readers with this succinct answer just in v1a, but will prove his 
response by three lines of evidence from history:  
 

(1) Paul himself (v2) 
(2) OT story of Elijah (v3-4) 
(3) Jewish Remnant that make up the NT church of the first century (v5)  

 
(a) PAUL – The first line of evidence Paul points to is himself, “For I also am an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” So, what Paul is immediately pointing out is that if anyone 
erroneously believed that God had cast away “His people” then He alone constituted sufficient 
proof that this was false. The conversion of Saul of Tarsus proves God’s trustworthiness to His 
promises. Paul even emphasized how deep his physical Jewish credentials were, “of the tribe of 
Benjamin.” He was no proselyte or a mere spiritual child of Abraham but pure Jewish and from the 
honoured tribe of Benjamin that Israel’s first king came from. It was also the tribe that remained 
loyal to David’s kingdom and Judah after the division under Rehoboam.  

So, Paul was living proof of his own argument that God had not cast away “His people” 
Israel. If God saved him, He could save other Jews. For, Saul of Tarsus before he was gloriously 
converted was one of the greatest enemies of Christianity. So his conversion only magnified the 
point that God had not rejected Israel despite the rebelliousness and hardness of many Jewish 
hearts towards the Messiah.  
 
(b) ELIJAH - The second line of argument Paul puts forward is evidence from an OT illustration 
in 1 Kings 19 during the days of Elijah the prophet. This is a familiar story to most of us. It was a 
day of great national apostasy in Israel, when Elijah stood up and challenged directly the priests of 
Baal on Mount Carmel. Discouraged and depressed, no doubt, because he did not see a national 
revival after the incident at Carmel, Elijah goes on the run.  

Elijah complains to the Lord that he wants to die (1 Kings 19:4), as he thinks that he alone 
is the true believer in Israel, “I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away” (1 Kings 19:10). Paul recounts how the Lord reminded 
him, “I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal” (v4b). 
This would have included men like Obadiah and Elisha. 

So, Paul uses this incident to demonstrate that even in the worst days of apostasy in Israel 
as under Ahab, God is always faithful to His covenant promises to the nation by preserving a 



remnant. You will find this truth all over the OT. In Israel’s darkest days of rebellion, God has 
His men and women like Hannah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. So even if Paul’s readers argue 
that believing Jews are in a minority in his day, the apostle can point to the past history of Elijah 
to show that the majority has not always been right in Israel, yet God preserved a true remnant.  
 
(c) CHRISTIAN JEWS OF THE NT AGE – Paul’s last line of argument is that there are many 
Jews of his day who were believers, “Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to 
the election of grace” (v5). Just as God preserved a remnant in Elijah’s day, “even so” He has done so 
in “present time” of the NT era. This is by His unconditional sovereign election, “according to the 
election of grace.”  

From the beginning of the NT we see this remnant such as Elizabeth and Zacharias, Mary 
and Joseph, Anna and Simeon, the disciples, 120 in Upper Room, and the 3,000 saved on the Day 
of Pentecost etc. Indeed, it was Simeon who took the infant, Jesus and declared He was, “a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:32). Later in Acts 21:20 the leaders of the 
Jerusalem testified to Paul, “Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they 
are all zealous of the law.” We forget too easily that the Christian church began as a predominantly 
Jewish church. 
 
Then in v5b Paul adds that this remnant of the true Israel were saved by grace alone by faith alone. 
They are the “remnant according to the election of grace.” The apostle uses this statement to reiterate the 
nature of justification by grace alone to make clear it cannot be by works, “And if by grace, then is it 
no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is 
no more work” (v6).  

So, Paul is emphasising that the remnant has been saved not because of their own efforts 
or because of their better understanding of the gospel, but only because of sovereign grace. Israel 
needed unconditional sovereign grace because they were not able to be righteous by their own 
efforts. Moses reminded Israel of this before the entered the Promised Land,  

 
Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the LORD thy God hath cast them out from 
before thee, saying, For my righteousness the LORD hath brought me in to possess 
this land: but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD doth drive them out 
from before thee. Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, 
dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these nations the 
LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he may perform the 
word which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to 
possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people. (Deut. 9:4-6)  

 
Let me underline again – grace and works are eternal opposites! They are mutually exclusive, as 
grace is entirely unmerited favour. If you work for your salvation, then you are owed it. God has 
an obligation to you, as you do not need grace. Jesus Christ’s death on the Cross is redundant. But 
the bad news is works do not work! That is why we need grace.  
 

(3) THE EVIDENCE OF REVELATION (v7-10) 
 
Paul not only points to the factual historical evidence of the remnant to prove his point that God 
has not cast away Israel, but he also points to explicit OT revelation. So, he argues that Israel, as a 
whole, is not cut off but only those Jews that refuse to believe, “Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded” (v7).  

So, if the remnant is saved, this proves that God is faithful to His promises. It is not that 
all Israel has been set aside now. But what happens to the rest of the Jews? In v8-10, the apostle 



cites from 2 OT passages to demonstrate what happens to them. In v8 he quotes from Isaiah 29:10 
and in v9-10 he uses Psalm 69:22-23.  

This blinding in v7b is a judicial blindness sent from God for Israel’s refusal to heed the 
Word of God. This verb “blinded” is in the passive voice, where some other agent acts upon the 
subject of the sentence. Then in v8 Paul makes it clear from the quotation from Isaiah 29:10 that 
it is God who does this blinding, “God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, 
and ears that they should not hear.”  

Now, this blinding is like the hardening of the heart of Pharaoh that we discussed in 
Romans 9:17-18. This blindness comes upon those who willfully refuse to see the truth of God’s 
Word first. We see this truth in Isaiah 29:13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw 
near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.” This tragic condition is witnessed over and over in the 
Old Testament, “Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto 
this day.” (Deut. 9:4-6; cf. Jer. 5:21; Eze. 12:2)  

The same heat can harden or melt a piece of clay. Likewise, the Spirit of God can melt 
your heart but if you harden yourself to Him, then He will harden it. It is “just recompense” (v9) for 
those who sin against so great a light. Paul in v9-10 turns to the Messianic Psalm of Psalm 69:22-
23. He makes clear in this imprecatory psalm that those who reject the Messiah will find their 
privileges becoming a snare to them, “And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a 
stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their 
back alway.”The word “table” here signifies the blessings and privileges that Israel had – OT 
Scriptures, Prophets, Covenants, Temple and sacrifices, Promises, Patriarchs, Circumcision etc. 
But God’s privileges always demand a response one way or the other. All of these privileges had 
become a “trap” and a curse to them (cf. Malachi 2:2) – what a tragedy! MacArthur comments,  

 
“A person’s table is generally thought of as a place of safety, feasting, and sustenance. But 
the table of the ungodly and self-righteous will become a snare and a trap. The Jews 
considered God’s Word, in particular the Torah, to be their spiritual sustenance—which 
indeed it was. But because of their rebellious unbelief, that Word became a judgment on 
them, a stumbling block and a retribution. One of the saddest commentaries of history is 
that so many people place their trust in the very thing that damns them. All false 
religions—pagan, cultic, unbiblical Christianity, and every other kind—present counterfeit 
means of salvation. The more their adherents feed on the falsehoods, the more immune 
they become to the true gospel of Jesus Christ, the living bread of life.” 

 
The great nation of Israel that had such zeal and privileges, that could know so much about the 
Scriptures, yet walked in utter darkness. These very privileges instead of leading them to salvation 
in Christ became substitutes for the reality of salvation. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians,  
 

And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could 
not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: But their minds were 
blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of 
the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. (2 Cor. 3:13-15)  

 
However, Paul held out the note of hope, “Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 
taken away” (2 Cor. 3:16).  
 
  



“THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL” (Romans 11:11-32) 
 
In v1-10 of Romans 11, the apostle Paul demonstrated that God has not cast away completely His 
people Israel, as there was a “remnant according to the election of grace” (v5). However, it is obvious that 
the majority of the Jews were, “blinded” (v7) and had stumbled by their overwhelming rejection of 
Jesus Christ. Although there was a remnant of Jewish believers, the NT church was 
overwhelmingly Gentile.  

So, Paul in v11-32 now addresses the question of Israel’s future. With so many in such 
unbelief and disobedience, have they now fallen as a nation permanently? Is their blindness 
irreversible? Is there no hope of a widespread revival in the nation of Israel? Have they no place 
in the ultimate purpose and plan of God? Has God set them aside permanently and now turned 
almost exclusively to the Gentiles?  
 

(1) THE QUESTION AND ANSWER (v11a) 
 
The apostle Paul anticipates this question, “I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall?” The 
“they” here are the majority of Israel who have been “blinded,” excluding the “remnant according to the 
election of grace.” Now, there is no doubt that Israel, in the main, have stumbled in unbelief at their 
Messiah. But Paul is asking now whether those that stumbled by their unbelief means that the 
nation as a whole has now fallen irrevocably. The idea conveyed by the word “fall” is that which 
is impossible to recover.  

Paul’s immediate and succinct answer is characteristic when he wants to express the 
impossibility of such a thought, “God forbid.” Yes, Israel have stumbled and been set aside but that 
does not mean that this condition is permanent. They have fallen down but they will get up again! 

 
(2) THE REASONS FOR THE ANSWER (v11b-32) 

 
In typical style, Paul unfolded detailed reasons and arguments in v11b-32 to prove his assertion 
that there is a future for Israel. 
 
(a) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE HAS A PURPOSE (v11b-15) 
 
The first reason Paul gives is that the stumbling of Israel into unbelief was not a chance event, 
“God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.” 
(v11b) God had divinely foreknown and purposed through this rejection of Israel that the gospel 
would spread to the Gentile world. He could not use Israel’s faithfulness to reach the Gentiles so 
He uses Israel’s failure.  

You may wonder how this explains how Israel will rise again. Paul explains that the gospel 
going to the Gentiles has a further purpose, “for to provoke them to jealousy.” As Israel witnesses the 
Gentiles enjoying the spiritual blessings through Abraham in the church, this will ultimately arouse 
them to desire the same. So, God is not trying to drive Israel away but draw them finally back to 
Himself. This has happened in the lives of individual Jews throughout the ages, but will finally be 
seen in the end times when the nation shall turn back to the One they crucified. The jealousy of 
the unbelieving Jews is seen in the book of Acts as the Gentiles are converted and embrace the 
blessings of the Gospel. For instance, at Thessalonica,  

 
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was, 
went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the 
scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 
again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. And 



some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks 
a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. But the Jews which believed 
not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and 
gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of 
Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. (Acts 17:1-5)  

 
Paul in v12 emphasises the glory of God’s ultimate purpose is saving Israel. He acknowledges that 
“the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles” yet he points 
out how great will be the day of their restoration, “how much more their fulness?” However, the apostle 
does not want any reader to imagine that this means he is downplaying his office as the Apostle 
to the Gentiles or his love for the Gentiles and adds, “For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office” (v13). It is just that his love for the Gentiles has not 
diminished his desire to see his countrymen saved, “If by any means I may provoke to emulation them 
which are my flesh, and might save some of them”(v14).  

Paul then brings up a similar thought he introduced at the end of v12 – the blessing to the 
world when God moves in saving power again in the nation of Israel, “For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” (v15). This glorious 
revival will be the dry bones living as described in Ezekiel 37:1-14. Those who have been dead in 
trespasses and in sin will spiritually rise as they embrace their Messiah, “And I will pour upon the house 
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon 
Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn” (Zechariah 12:10).  

Now, there are important lessons for us to learn here. We as Gentile believers are meant 
to be salt and light to the Jews to arouse them to interest in Christ. A transformed Gentile life will 
be the greatest testimony to a self-righteous Jew. The OT scholar, Dr Charles Feinberg studied to 
be a rabbi for 14 years. Through the godly character and witnessing of a Christian neighbour he 
was gloriously converted in 1930. He became a professor of OT and Hebrew at BIOLA and Talbot 
Bible Seminary for the next half a century.  

The question we must ask ourselves: Are we praying for Israel? Are we seeking 
opportunities to support evangelism to the Jews? Are we embracing our spiritual privileges in such 
a manner that it reveals Christ to the Jews living around us?  
 
(b) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE SHOULD NOT BE PRESUMED ON BY GENTILES (v16-
24)  
 
Paul then gives a warning using two metaphors to describe how God can easily turn around the 
present situation of the rejection of Israel and the embracing of the gospel by the Gentiles. The 
two metaphors demonstrate that God has not set aside Israel permanently. Now, these two 
metaphors may seem a little strange to us but they would have been familiar to the Jewish mind 
steeped in OT teaching and practice.  

The first metaphor is taken from Numbers 15:20 and the firstfruits offering of the wheat 
harvest, “For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy” (v16a). Israel was instructed to make a cake 
from the firstfruits of the wheat harvest and offer that to the Lord. By offering up the firstfruits 
as set apart for the Lord, this was a recognition that the whole harvest is also given by Him and is 
to be used for His glory for, “the lump is also holy.”  

The second metaphor used to describe Israel is that of an olive tree and Paul argues 
similarly, “and if the root be holy, so are the branches.” The Bible Knowledge Commentary explains how these 
metaphors bolster Paul’s argument that Israel has a future,  

 
“In both illustrations the principle is the same: what is considered first contributes its 
character to what is related to it. With a tree, the root obviously comes first and contributes 



the nature of that type of tree to the branches that come later. With the cake presented to 
the Lord, the flour for the cake is taken from the ground meal, but that cake is formed and 
baked first and presented as a firstfruit. Since it is set apart to the Lord first, it sanctifies 
the whole harvest. The firstfruits and the root represent the patriarchs of Israel or 
Abraham personally, and the lump and the branches represent the people of Israel. As a 
result Israel is set apart (holy) to God, and her “stumbling” (rejection of Christ) must 
therefore be temporary.” 

 
Paul then explains that those Jews who rejected the Messiah have not caused the tree to be 
destroyed but just, “some of the branches be broken off.” (v17a) These unbelieving Jews are cut off from 
the covenantal spiritual blessings that flow from the holy root of the Patriarchs. Believing Gentiles 
are from a “wild olive tree” and are then “grafted in among them” not to replace Israel but so that they 
may partake “of the root and fatness of the olive tree.” (v17b) This is the spiritual blessings received in 
Christ. Now this olive tree is does not become the church and signify Israel is now cast away and 
replaced by the church. Rev Das Koshy explains,  
 

“The “olive tree” is not the church; it is the spiritual stock of Abraham. Believing Gentiles 
are included in that sphere of blessing. That is why in the New Testament age, both Jews 
and Gentiles are in Christ’s body, as children of Abraham (Gal. 3:14; Eph. 2:11-22; 3:6). 
While believing Gentiles share in the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12:3b) 
as Abraham’s spiritual children (Gal. 3:8-9), they do not permanently replace Israel as the 
heirs of God’s promises (Gen. 12:2-3; 15:18-21; 17:19-21; 22:15-18). Soon Israel as a whole 
will turn to Christ (Rom. 11:25-27).” 

 
But in v18-24 Paul warns his Gentile readers not to be proud about this or take these privileges 
lightly,  
 

Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the 
root thee. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted 
in. Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be 
not highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed 
lest he also spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on 
them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not still 
in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. For if thou 
wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to 
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? (v18-24)  

 
So, Paul is warning his Gentile readers that just as much of Israel was cast aside for their abusing 
their spiritual privileges in pride and rebellion so could the Gentiles. How could this happen? Just 
the same way that we read that Israel fell in the OT! There we find that Israel fell by:  
 
(i) Boasting in their special privileges – despised other nations and races (cf. Matt. 7:6). 
(ii) Assumed that their religious institutions and outward forms meant that they were free to live 
in sin (cf. Jer. 7). In other words, they trusted in the outward form of religion to save them rather 
than the Lord that they pointed to.  
(iii) They became consumed with materialism when they entered the Promised Land and forgot 
the Lord. Moses predicted Israel would do this, “....thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art 
covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation” (Deut. 
32: 15).  



(iv) Israel failed to instruct the next generation, which then went into apostasy, “....and there arose 
another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. And 
the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim.” (Judges 2:10b-11) 
 
One of the reasons we study Church history is to learn from the failures of the past. Many Gentile 
churches presumed on their spiritual privileges and fell like unbelieving Israel. Where are the 7 
churches of Asia Minor listed in Revelation 2-3 today? Where are the churches of Luther, Calvin, 
Zwingli, and Knox today? Don’t think it cannot happen to our church or to your family. This 
church could go the exact same way as all the rest if we presume on our spiritual privileges. 
 
(c) ISRAEL’S STUMBLE IS NOT PERMANENT (v25-32)  
 
The majority of national Israel was now in darkness as “blindness in part is happened to Israel” (v25). 
This verb “is happened” is in the perfect tense which indicates that the blindness has occurred at a 
point in time in the past and is still in effect at the present time of this epistle. However, this final 
section is one of the most glorious in all of Scripture. In v23- 24 we are given a preview of the 
future salvation. We see in v23 the possibility of restoration “for God is able to graft them in again” and 
in v24 the probability of restoration, “how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree?” Now, in v26 we have the promise of restoration, “And so all Israel shall be 
saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”  
 
IS “ALL ISRAEL” THE CHURCH?  
 
It is sad that many scholars have generated so much controversy concerning this passage. There 
are some evangelical preachers who argue that God has finished with Israel as a nation and that 
the OT blessings promised to Israel are spiritualised into the church. They say that “all Israel” here 
refers to the church or alternatively they argue that it only means the individual Jews that have 
been converted in the NT church age.  

However, here it is very clear that Paul is referring to literal Israel and a future conversion 
of Israel. In v25 Israel is contrasted with the Gentiles so there is no indication that the “Israel” of 
v26 is a different Israel. Indeed, every use of the word “Israel” throughout the preceding ten 
chapters refers to ethnic national Israel. The contrast in the pronouns from v25-31, such as “enemies 
for your sakes” (v28), is strongly suggestive that Paul is referring to national Israel throughout. The 
covenantal OT language would also attest this, “as touching the election, they are beloved for the father’s 
sakes” (v28).  

Additionally, in v25 Paul uses language that is suggestive of a great future event, which is 
linked to what he has just said in v16-24 by the word “for.” He now says in v25 this revelation is a 
“mystery” i.e. something that was once hidden but has now been revealed. There is no mystery 
about individual Jews being converted in every age. But the conversion of the nation of Israel in 
great proportions after centuries of rejection of Christ is a “mystery” and is a significant event. There 
is no parallel in church history. Yes, some of the branches were broken off but the tree was not 
destroyed.  
 
WHO IS “ALL ISRAEL”?  
 
So, we believe that the promise of v26 “And so all Israel shall be saved” refers to a future salvation of 
the nation when a great number of Jews will turn to Christ. The trickle of conversions we see today 
will one day become a mighty river of souls. This is the thrust of the whole passage and confirms 
exactly with what other passages of Scripture teach (cf. Zech. 12:8-14; 13:1-2; Rev. 7:1-8; 14:1-5). 
This restoration will be after “the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” (v25b) Only God knows when we 
will reach this date in His prophetic calendar.  



This expression “all Israel” does not guarantee the salvation of every Jew in the future. 
Some will die in unbelief in the Great Tribulation Period. Charles Hodge explains the extent of 
this,  
 

“The Jews, as a people, are now rejected; as a people, they are to be restored. As their 
rejection, though national, did not include the rejection of every individual; so their 
restoration, although in like manner national, need not be assumed to include the salvation 
of every individual Jew.”  

 
Now this promise of restoration is not something Paul is speaking from mere emotion but he 
proves that it is prophesied in the OT Scripture. He selects two OT quotations from the prophecy 
of Isaiah to demonstrate this in v26-27. The first quotation recorded in v26-27a is particularly 
interesting as Isaiah said,  
 

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression 
in Jacob, saith the LORD. As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the 
LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever. (Isaiah 
59:20-21)  

 
In this passage God promises to preserve His people Israel in every age (and He has done) and 
God promises to preserve His words through Israel in every age (and He has done in the Hebrew 
Masoretic Text). We believe unashamedly that God preserves His people Israel and God will 
preserve every one of His words. This is not because this church or any preacher says so but 
because the Bible says so!  

Now, God not only promises to preserve His people Israel and His words, but He 
promises to restore them, “For this is My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins” (v27). 
This is on the same basis of His unconditional covenants and promises as they are still beloved, 
“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” (v. 29). We may not live to see this revival in 
Israel personally, but we believe it by faith.  

Man is unfaithful to his promise, contracts, and vows but not GOD for, “God is not a man, 
that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it good?” (Num. 23:19) It is wonderful and comforting to look up today 
and gaze upon the Sovereign God of all history ruling from His throne as the unchanging, ever-
faithful covenant God.  

Oh, some skeptics may doubt whether God could save all Israel when “There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” That just shows they know nothing 
about God. The salvation of the pagan city of Nineveh was no problem to God. He even sent a 
backslidden prophet there to prove that “salvation is of the Lord.” It should also be noted that Paul 
does not say all Israel “might be saved” but “shall be saved.” God does not do anything imperfectly. 
When He goes out to save a people He accomplishes it fully. In v30-32 the apostle summarises 
what he has said in v11-29:  
 
(1) The unbelief of Israel has opened the door of the gospel to the Gentiles. 
(2) The salvation of the Gentiles will in turn eventually lead to the conversion of Israel. 
 
These two truths will overwhelm Paul’s mind about the wisdom of God (v33-36). Israel does have 
a future. The best days are yet to come. God has not finished with or cast away His people. God 
is working out His marvelous plan, which led to the salvation of Gentiles and ultimately will 
culminate in the salvation of the Jews. Salvation truly is of the Lord and He will get all the glory.  


