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“The Second Miracle” (Acts 3:1-26) 

The Acts of the Apostles is an amazing display of the power of the Holy Spirit. Much of the 
historical narrative is centred on the ministries of two apostles – Peter and Paul. The earlier part 
of the book focuses on Peter.  

 
 

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. (v1) 
 
The miracles of tongues and the subsequent sermon in Acts 2 led to the conversion of 3,000 
souls. Now in Acts 3 another miracle and sermon would be the means of saving hundreds of 
more souls. From the beginning of the apostolic period “many wonders and signs were done by the 
apostles,” (Acts 2:43). An outstanding example in the lives of Peter and John is witnessed in this 
chapter. These two disciples are frequently found together: entrusted by the Lord for the service 
of making ready the upper room for the last supper (Luke 22:8); they ran together to his 
sepulchre (John 20:2-8). Together, also, they went at the request of the rest to visit the new 
converts in Samaria (Acts 8). Although they both had brothers in the twelve these two were 
close. It may have been that John as a very young man was attracted to the bold strong Peter or 
because of John’s loving nature he was more tender than the rest to Peter after his failures and 
repentance.  

The Jews had 3 set times of prayer in the day – 9 am, 12 noon, and 3pm, “Evening, and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.” (Psa. 55:17) The ninth hour 
was about 3 p.m. in the afternoon. A great crowd was likely gathered there. We read they “went 
up” which is the imperfect tense indicating that it was a habitual action. They were men who, like 
Daniel, prayed regularly in a disciplined manner.  
 
PRAYER – The mark of a Christian is that he or she spends time in communion with God. The 
thing that God used to assure Ananias of the reality of Paul’s conversion was “Behold he prayeth” 
(Acts. 9:11). Matthew Henry observed, “You may as soon find a living man that does not 
breathe, as a living Christian that does not pray.” 
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Prayer is the acknowledgement that our dependence upon God is not partial, but is in 
everything. It is the pouring out of the heart or soul of intentional, thoughtful, and meaningful 
words directed toward God from a sincere heart, through Christ, by the empowerment of the 
Holy Spirit, for such things promised in God’s Word from a heart of submission, in faith, to the 
will of God. God delights in answering prayer as the Psalmist reveals, “O Thou that hearest prayer” 
(Psa 65:2). In the Sermon on the Mount Christ promised, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt 7:7). Prayer is one of the most potent weapons 
in the armory of the child of God but one that is infrequently used.  
 

 
 

And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go 

into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 
(v2-3) 

 
This man was not there by coincidence. A sovereign God had placed him in exactly that place, at 
exactly that time, and in exactly that condition. His miraculous healing would be a means of 
bringing great glory to God. We are not told what the precise nature of his affliction but simply 
that he was lame since birth. For 40 years he carried the stigma and limitations of his disability. 
Rationally, medically and scientifically this was a hopeless case. I am sure he never imagined he 
could walk again.  

Although this lame man was forty years of age, we are not told if he ever saw the Lord 
passing in or out of the temple. Doubtless, he went there as the temple was an ideal place to 
solicit assistance from pilgrims entering the temple. We are told he did this “daily.” This would be 
a demeaning and difficult way to make ends meet.  

This was not a healing crusade by the two apostles. Indeed, I suspect Peter had no 
intention of healing that man that day. The word for “fastening” used here has the idea “to look 
intently” or with “fixed attention.” The Apostles had learned from the Master to never be too 
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busy to help others. They took the time to focus on a needy soul. The lame man was 
commanded to observe what type of men they were, “Look on us” (no doubt to note how 
inadequate they were to do a miracle).  
 
And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; 

but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. (v5-6) 
 
Evidently, all this lame man expected was alms. He who was an expert at reading body language 
by now, clearly expected to receive something from Peter and John. The world kills for gold but 
this man acquired something much more precious. Some of the greatest blessings we receive 
from God come at the moment we least expect them. Within seconds he would be doing what 
he had never done before or thought he could do.  

Peter’s statement of poverty, “Silver and gold have I none” evidences that he was not like 
many church leaders today. Rather he is more like Christ. For the Lord Jesus took on the form 
of a humble servant and not a successful entrepreneur (Phil. 2:7; Zech. 9:9). Christ was born in a 
stable at Bethlehem and grew up in a humble carpenter’s home in Nazareth. His mother Mary 
was only able to sacrifice two turtle doves, which is the offering of a poor household (cf. Luke 
2:22-24; Lev.12:2-8). He testified to His poverty, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay His head” (Matt. 8:20). Throughout His ministry Christ 
had to borrow boats, donkeys, a house for Passover, and was even buried in a borrowed tomb. 
We don’t need great wealth, social status or academic success in order to be used greatly by God 
– just ask Peter!  

Peter was full of the Holy Ghost. He must have felt led by the Spirit to make the next 
statement, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.” For if the man hadn’t walked it 
would have left Peter looking very foolish. Peter had a blessing for this man that was worth far 
more than gold or silver.  

There would have been a great temptation here to draw attention to Peter the healing 
apostle. However, the apostle was very careful to ensure that all who witnessed this miracle knew 
that the power was from God and not from the apostle. He never hints that there is any power 
in Peter to heal this man. The expression, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” means in the 
power of Christ’s person as the Son of God. John 15:16 gives authority to this type of 
declaration, “that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, He may give it you.” Albert Barnes 
points out,  
 

“We are here struck with a remarkable difference between the manner in which the Lord 
Jesus performed miracles and that in which it was done by his apostles. He did it in his 
own name and by virtue of his own power. The apostles never attempted to perform a 
miracle by their own power. It was only in the name of Jesus; and this circumstance 
alone shows that there was a radical difference between Christ and all other prophets and 
teachers.”  

 
It is also worth noting that Peter never commanded that this man needed to send money to 
them (like many false preachers today) to obtain a miracle or afterwards to pay for it. 
 
And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 
And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
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God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at 
the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened 

unto him. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in 
the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. (v7-11) 

 
It would have been easy for this man to doubt the words of Peter. After all, Jesus of Nazareth 
had died as a criminal, and Peter had revealed he had no money. But the Spirit of God was 
working in this cripple’s heart. For the lame man accepted the hand that reached to his. Instantly 
he was healed, “and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.”  
 

 
  
 
The healing was instant and complete. He didn’t need some physiotherapy. When God heals, He 
really heals. MacArthur observes,  
 

“His miracles of healing, Christ’s miracles of healing are always instant. There is no 
natural process involved. They are instant creative acts. In tender love, Peter's available to 
be used by Christ. And he reaches down and picks him up. Oh there’s a great truth in 
that, you know? The power was Christ's but the hand was whose? Was Peter's, you see. I 
mean that’s exactly what God wants to do in us. Not the apostolic gift of healing, but all 
the ministries that God wants to bring to bear, He wants to bring through our 
availability……That's how we're to minister. We stoop to lift up the fallen in love with 
our hands by Christ's power. I just have a thought at this point, maybe you thought 
about it already, the Spirit spoke to you. I wonder if we're this sensitive to people as 
Peter and John were to be available to be used by God to lift them up. You know we so 
many times come in and out of this place as they were going into the temple and we 
walked by people whose lives are broken and we don't even see them. We walk in and we 
plank ourselves in our little pew or a seat and we sit there and it's so nice and we sing our 
little song and we do our little whatever and we get up and out the back door into the 
car, whip home and eat. And we have not been sensitive to anybody around us.” 
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The healed man’s next reaction is full of meaning, “And he leaping up stood, and walked, and 
entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.” He clearly understood that this 
miracle was due solely to the power of God. For he attributed no success to the hands or words 
of Peter. Evidently a spiritual blessing accompanied the physical one. This poor man certainly 
got abundantly more than he expected! We can imagine his joy and amazement at being able to 
walk for the very first time. When God touches our lives with joy, our first instinctive reaction 
should be to worship Him.  
 This man’s praise spoke to all around him, “And all the people saw him walking and praising 
God: And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him.” This providentially created an 
opportunity for the apostolic band to witness the Gospel in word to all that were there. They 
didn’t miss it. Peter would not waste a second or a word in pointing them to Christ.   
 
 

 
 
And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so 

earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? (v12) 
 
This sermon by Peter, like his first one, followed a miraculous manifestation of power. It repeats 
many of the key claims in his first message, draws heavily from OT Scripture as evidence, and is 
centered on the person and work of Christ. All true sermons do. There is no power in the name 
of any preacher or church to change a sinner. Peter took their wonder and their confusion about 
the miracle and focuses it on Christ. He used half a dozen titles of Jesus Christ such as “the Holy 
One and the Just” and “the Prince of life” to magnify this theme.  

Peter’s sermon here was in abrupt Greek which indicates great passion and fire. His heart 
was moved by what he is proclaiming to these lost sheep of his own Jewish people. It may even 
have been even more intense than the sermon he brought on Day of Pentecost. Telling others 
about Jesus Christ should elicit a passion amongst us as witnesses to Him.  

Peter made it very clear from the beginning that this man was healed through no 
“holiness” or godliness inherent in them. No form of godliness and no power of man can heal 
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anyone – only God. Peter didn’t want any attention on the preacher but the subject of the 
preaching – Jesus Christ.  
The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye 
delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go.  But ye denied the 

Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; And killed the Prince of life, whom God 
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And his name through faith in his name hath made this man 
strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all. And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.  But those things, 

which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. (v13-
18) 

 
Peter immediately got into the subject – Jesus Christ. His method in this sermon was to present 
Christ as the Messiah and point the Jewish hearers to Him. Peter made clear that Christ had been 
rejected, betrayed, crucified, and resurrected from the dead. Evidence of His glorious 
resurrection was His living power to heal this lame man, “And his name through faith in his name hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness 
in the presence of you all.” This is one of the proofs of Christ’s Messianic office,  
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 
(Isaiah 35:5-6).   

 
The Apostle was careful to make clear to this Jewish audience that the rejection, crucifixion, 
resurrection of the Messiah as the suffering Servant had been prophesied in the OT Scripture, 
“But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fulfilled.” Doubtless, Peter was thinking of passages like Isaiah 53 and Zechariah 12: 
 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and 
from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the 
land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he 
made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering 
for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in his hand. (Isaiah 53:3-10) 
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And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 
(Zechariah 12:10) 
 
After presenting Christ as the Messiah with Scriptural proofs, the Apostle then indicted 

each of his Jewish listeners for their guilt of rejecting Him. Peter laid the blame at the door of 
each individual Jew as those who had “killed the Prince of life” (only this time he adds in v17 
possibly a word of encouragement that they did so out of “ignorance”). Christ himself affirmed 
this when dying (Luke 23:34). However, they were ignorant of much of what they had done but 
they were still not innocent of rejecting Christ. This was not a sermon to tickle the ears of his 
listeners. H.A. Ironside right notes,  

 
“One might feel Peter could have dealt with them more gently, and not have stressed the 
point that they had denied Him.  But let us remember it is ever the work of a good 
doctor or surgeon to be faithful to his task.  So, it is never a kindness on the part of a 
servant of God to gloss over the sins of the people to whom he preaches.  God would 
have men’s hearts probed to the very depths.  He would have men realize the corruption 
of their nature, even of their sinful acts which placed them in condemnation before God 
(and which, after all, became the title to His saving grace).  You see, it is my sin that gives 
me title to the blood of Jesus, and it is the blood of Jesus that gives me the title to 
heaven”.  

 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord. And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: Whom the 

heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began.  For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And 
it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 

Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold 
of these days. Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying 

unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. (v19-25) 
 
It is not enough to tell people they have sinned and are lost. A balanced Gospel must offer them 
a way of forgiveness and salvation. Many self-righteous Christians hammer unbelievers over their 
sins but fail to lovingly show them a way of escape. Peter had a balance message. He knew there 
was hope for these people if they would repent. Sensing the urgency of the moment, Peter 
exhorts them to “Repent ye therefore, and be converted.” He warns of the terrible consequences of 
rejecting the Gospel, “And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be 
destroyed from among the people.” 
 
REPENTANCE – The word that is translated “repent” means literally a change of mind. It is 
more than just feeling sorry for your sins. It is a repudiation or hatred of your sin. The Bible says 
that “...godly sorrow worketh repentance.” (2 Cor. 7:10) Repentance is when you have forsaken your 
sin and now want to live a holy life. We get further insight into John’s preaching in Luke’s gospel 
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chapter three. He demanded, “fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8). They were to live out good 
works as evidence of true repentance. John’s demand here warns every professing Christian that 
there is such a thing as false or superficial repentance, which does not save.  

So, repentance is when you make an inward choice that results in the fruit of a 
completely changed life by the power of the Holy Spirit. You cannot have a change in belief 
without a change in behaviour. We are told, “he that hath the Son hath life” (1 John 5:12) and that 
he is a “new creature in Christ Jesus.” (2 Cor. 5:17) God’s grace when it changes us ensures we have 
a past that is past! 

 
Peter also elaborated on what he said more obliquely in his first sermon (Acts 2:20; 35) on the 
second coming of Christ in v19-21. The time of the “restitution of all things” refers to the millennial 
age, when Christ will rule and reign in perfect righteousness over this world (Rev. 20). There are 
some who believe today that God is finished with the Jews after the rejection of Jesus Christ in 
the crucifixion. But Peter a Jew was preaching the Gospel to Jews (many of whom became 
Christians) so this idea is wrong. The Apostle made clear they are still God’s chosen people of 
the covenant, “Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying 
unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” (cf. Romans 11-13; 2 Cor. 
3:14-16) 

This is a powerful and comprehensive Gospel sermon by Peter – it includes great themes 
of the Person and Work of Christ. The sermon speaks of sin, judgment, death and resurrection 
of Christ, repentance and the Second Coming of Christ. It is based in the truths of Scripture. 
There are no worship bands, flashing lights, stories, and jokes to lighten the mood. But that is 
not what is needed. The Word preached in the power of the Spirit will always produce fruit.  
 
Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 

his iniquities. (v26) 
 
The gospel was sovereignly chosen to be to the Jews first in time (Luke 24:47). Peter concludes 
by giving the real reason for the miracle because God “sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities.” It is notable how personal is this blessing, “sent Him to bless you.” All who 
come to Christ in repentance can be saved.  
 
 


