
“THE FAILURE OF ISRAEL” (Romans 10:1-13) 
 
The emphasis of Romans 10 is very different from the previous chapter. 
After Paul has explained the truths about election and predestination from 
the divine perspective in chapter nine, he switches in chapter ten to explain 
the need of saving faith from a human perspective. God’s sovereignty 
always acts concurrently with man’s willful choice. Both truths are taught in 
the Bible and the balance of truth must be preached.  

In chapter nine, Paul taught that if a man is saved it is only because 
God divinely elected and predestinated him. However, he also made clear 
that if a man is lost it is because of his own rebellion against God and his 
stumbling at the Rock of Jesus Christ. This second truth was introduced in 
the last part of Romans 9 and now Paul will expand on it in detail in 
Romans 10 using Israel as a great illustration.  As he does so, Paul will 
answer questions such as: Should we pray for the lost? Why do religious 
people reject the gospel? What is involved in saving faith? What is the place 
of preaching in God’s sovereign plan? 

 
(1) THE PRAYER FOR ISRAEL (v1) 

Just as Paul began chapter nine, he begins chapter ten by revealing his great 
burden for the salvation of his lost Jewish kinsfolk, “Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” There are a number of 
great lessons for us to note about this: 

(a) Explaining where people have gone wrong in sin should be with a 
broken heart for their state. Before Paul launches into the reasons why the 
Jews were lost, he wanted them to see the tenderness and love of his heart 
for them. 

(b) The great heart that Paul had for these people. The Jews hated him and 
reviled him. There was nothing bad enough that they could say about him or 
do to him. But what a response! This is the heartbeat of the Master. It was 
Jesus Christ who washed the feet of the man He knew would betray Him. It 
was Jesus Christ who wept over Jerusalem and its lost condition (Luke 
19:41-42).  

(c) Belief in God’s sovereign unconditional election and predestination does 
not negate or nullify the need for us to pray for lost souls. Some people 
think that because God’s elective purpose is fixed and nothing can frustrate 
it (which is true), then they deduce that we do not need to pray. How do we 
respond biblically? 

(i) The same God who ordains salvation is the same God that 
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commands us to pray. Election is God’s business, whereas praying 
and preaching is our business. Divine Sovereignty does not negate 
our human responsibility. 
 
(ii) God ordains the end of salvation but He also ordains the means 
of salvation – in part through praying and preaching. Therefore, we 
are not in a position to reason the power of prayer away. 
 
(iii) When God saves men and woman He is glorified and Christ 
exalted. That is a good reason to pray.  
 
(iii) Those in the Bible who were committed to the doctrines of 
election and predestination were also driven to pray and preach. In 
Acts 6 the apostles declared that “But we will give ourselves continually to 
prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” This must surely be our pattern 
also. 

 
Incidentally the fact that you have a concern and a burden to pray for 
someone could be an indication that God is drawing them to Himself. 
George Muller (1805-1898) was famed as a man of prayer. For nearly sixty 
years he prayed for two men to be saved. “Don’t you feel like giving up?” 
someone asked. “Oh no,” he replied, “Why would God give me such a 
burden for these men if he did not intend to save them?” Shortly before his 
death at one of his last meetings one of the men came to Christ. The other 
was saved some time after Muller died. 
 Remember someone prayed for you and someone brought the gospel 
to you. Will you not do the same? No one would have imagined that Saul of 
Tarsus could have been saved. But God proves that He can open the heart 
of the worst of sinners. Do you have a burden to pray for the lost? Where 
were you on prayer meeting night? 
 

 (2) THE IGNORANCE OF ISRAEL (v2-4) 

Paul then goes on to describe the reality of the general spiritual state of the 
Jew, “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge.” A person can have zeal – even a zeal for God and based on the 
Bible – but be totally wrong in his understanding. The Bible requires that we 
know the truth. Paul described a people that, “Ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7). 

The Jews knew the OT intimately. They professed to love it and obey 
it but they completely misunderstood its teaching. Today if you meet an 
orthodox Jew they revere the Masoretic Text. They memorise every word. 
They even handle the scroll with loving care and kiss it. But they 
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misinterpret it and reject the great revelation and subject of the OT – Jesus 
Christ. So they have a zeal for God but not according to true knowledge. 
How utterly tragic! 

You will see this misguided zeal of the Scribes and the Pharisees in 
the Gospels. Jesus Christ pointed this out, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves” (Matt. 23:15). 

Paul could testify, “For I bear them record” from personal experience. 
Was there ever a more disciplined, sincere, and zealous man than the 
unsaved Saul of Tarsus? He testified of this, “I am verily a man which am a Jew, 
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and 
taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward 
God, as ye all are this day” (Acts 22:3). 

Remember – Sincerity never replaces truth! A zeal for religion never 
replaces truth! Devotion to your beliefs never replaces truth! Contrary to the 
popular opinion of society, it does matter what you believe. You can be 
sincere that you can jump of an apartment block and fly by your own 
strength. It doesn’t matter how sincere you are or are zealous you are, if you 
try to do so you will suffer the consequences of the law of gravity.  

In v3, Paul then unfolds this general charge with more specific detail 
of how the Jew misinterprets the OT, “For they being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God.” Despite their boasting of having the 
written law of God, the Jew was “ignorant of God's righteousness.” This 
righteousness has been defined as “all that God is, all that He commands, all 
that He demands, all that He approves and all that He provides.”  

The Jew did not recognise that he could not be righteous by his own 
efforts, but “going about to establish their own righteousness.” The Greek word 
translated “going about” here has the idea of zealously toiling with everything 
you possess. This is what happens when you try to establish your own 
righteousness. It is a constant burden and toil as you can never be sure you 
have done enough. However, by attempting to do so, the Jew had 
underestimated the holiness of God and the depth of his sin problem.  

We see this mistaken view in Luke 18:9 who Christ spoke a parable, 
“unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.” 
Such people are proud of their efforts, their abilities, and their achievements 
to make themselves righteous before God. They wanted to erect a 
monument to their own glory in competition with God! Truly this is the 
height of pride! 

The Jews are not unique in this. You will see this error today in our 
society exemplified in all the other religions, philosophies, and false forms 
of Christianity. They start with man and try to reform him from the outside 
to the inside by incremental steps. But man cannot be reformed by man. All 
of the OT testifies of this. Just read the list of quotations Paul amassed as he 
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proves this in Romans 3:10-21. 
Now it is at this point that Christianity is distinguished from all the 

other religions. We do not start with man but with God. Man cannot save 
himself nor can man reform himself. His problem is his inward corrupt 
sinful nature that needs to be changed. Man needs to be transformed by 
God not from the outside to the inside but from the inside to the outside. 
He needs to be born again for “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).  

God righteousness is available in Christ because He perfectly fulfilled 
the law of God in His active and passive obedience, “For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” (v4) It should be noted that 
this is not universalism, as Christ’s righteousness is only imputed or 
credited, “to every one that believeth.” Paul never argues that everyone is fine 
just because they are born a human or even a Jew. Indeed, in v1 he is crying 
to God in prayer that the unbelieving Jews may be saved! 

Man’s effort to make himself righteous involves resisting God’s 
righteousness in Christ, “have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God.” (v3b) The Greek form of negation here is the absolute one. Man 
wholly rejects God’s righteousness when he sets up his own. So man makes 
up own rules, so to speak. 

Steve Cole puts it well, “So if we realize that we are wrong before 
God and that we can never get right with Him by our own efforts, then we 
must look elsewhere for an answer.” Man must submit himself to God’s 
righteousness in Christ. He must recognise that his own righteousness is as 
“filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6) and cry to God for mercy. He must cease from his 
labours and attempts to justify himself. For even the “good things” man 
does are polluted with sin. He must fully trust in Christ alone.  

 
(3) THE GOSPEL FOR ISRAEL (v5-13) 

Paul does not leave his argument at this point hanging in the air, but then 
selects in v5 a quotation from Leviticus 18:5, “For Moses describeth the 
righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by 
them.” This OT citation will buttress Paul’s argument and reveal the fact that 
the Jew who tried to justify himself did not even understand his own Law.  

By using this quotation Paul is showing that any man who wants to 
be declared just by the law by self-effort must then full obey the law in 
everything. A score of 99.99% is not enough. You may live perfectly for 70 
or 80 years but one sin in thought, word or deed is enough to condemn you 
by the whole law, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). 

Now you may say “that’s too high” and “nobody’s perfect” but that 
is God’s standard and no man can live up to it. Moses and the Jews could 
not live up to it and neither can we! That is why they needed the sacrificial 
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system with all of its types and shadows pointing to a perfect sacrifice for 
their sin. 

Paul does not just preach that his unbelieving Jewish readers are 
wrong inwardly, but now points them to the solution to their problem. He 
has diagnosed their disease and now presents to them the cure. He makes 
clear in v6-7 in a quotation from Deuteronomy 30:11-14 that saving faith is 
not found by some lifetime odyssey or journey to find the truth.  
 We don’t need to go around seeking after Christ or salvation. He has 
already come. He is already revealed to us in Scripture. There is no need for 
us to go to the furtherest outpost of the universe, “to bring Christ down from 
above” or to the depths of the earth, “to bring up Christ again from the dead.” 
Christianity is not a search for truth – the truth has already been revealed.  
 As a consequence, Paul climaxes his argument in v8 with the glorious 
news from Deuteronomy 30:14 that God’s way of salvation is accessible to 
all today, “The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word 
of faith, which we preach.” This gospel is heard in the message preached by Paul 
and here today from this pulpit. It is not a gospel for a select group of 
people with a certain IQ or social status. You don’t need to read 1,000 
books or pass multiple examinations and rituals to partake of its blessings. It 
is not how big your brain is or how big your bank account is.  
  
HOW TO BE SAVED? 
 
This is probably the greatest question in the world. A.W. Tozer put the 
matter this way: “To the question ‘What must I do to be saved?’ we must 
learn the correct answer. To fail here is not to gamble with our souls; it is to 
guarantee eternal banishment from the face of God. Here we must be right 
or be finally lost.” 

So what is required to partake of the blessings of the gospel? Paul 
describes in a wonderfully succinct statement two simple steps, “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” (v9) 
 Paul is teaching here that what we confess with our lips and what we 
believe in our heart must match up. Confessing with our mouth only may 
fool others but it will never fool God. Paul is also emphasizing the public 
character of the confession (cf. Titus 1:15-16). This confession is outward of 
the reality of our inward faith in the heart. One is simply the root, the other 
is the fruit. There are a number of things that must be observed in this 
verse: 
 
(a) It is belief in Jesus Christ as the exclusive way of salvation. It is not belief 
in a few generic ideas about morality that saves a man but faith in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ. Now I know people like to dilute this 
requirement but they have no authority in which to do so. It was Jesus 
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Christ who testified, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). It would only be narrow-minded to preach 
this if there were many roads to God.  But that’s not the message of the 
Bible.  
 
(b) It is confession of Christ as the “Lord Jesus.” This is where many stumble 
as they like the fact that He is their Saviour to take away their sins. But they 
don’t want to acknowledge Him as their Lord. They are like Baalam who 
cried, “Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!” (Num. 
23:10) Such people want to have the death of the righteous in everlasting life 
but don’t want to live the life of the righteous!  
 
(c) This word “believe” is more than intellectual belief that Jesus is the Son of 
God. The devil and his angels believe that, “Thou believest that there is one God; 
thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19 cf. Matt. 7:21-23).  

True saving faith is a faith that produces good fruit. It is a faith of 
absolute trust from the heart in who Jesus Christ is, what He did for us on 
the Cross and by His resurrection, and His absolute sovereign Lordship in 
our lives. Paul makes belief in the resurrection the touchstone of orthodoxy 
here, “and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead.” This is 
because the literal resurrection of Christ is the supreme validation of God’s 
acceptance of the finished work of the Cross. When Jesus cried out, “It is 
finished,” He really meant it! There is nothing for us to do but trust in Him. 
As Pritchard notes, 

 
“We must be perfectly clear on this point. Christian faith is not a 
blind leap in the dark. We are called to believe in something—not just 
anything. But first and foremost, in Jesus Christ. This is paramount. 
We must know who He is, why He came, why He died, why He rose 
from the dead, and how He can be our Lord and Savior. I am not 
suggesting that we must pass a theology exam in order to be saved, 
but we must know something about these truths if our faith is to rest 
on the right foundation. Faith must be grounded in the facts of divine 
revelation. Faith rests on facts, not on thin air.” 

 
(d) A man or a woman who truly believes “shalt be saved.” This is not some 
hopeful aspiration but an absolute guaranteed fact underwritten by the 
authority of God Himself.  
 
Paul then makes clear in v11-13 that this way of salvation is simple and 
available to all. For if the perfect knowledge and understanding of the 
written law was required for salvation, then no Gentile could be saved. But 
that is not the gospel. The way is open to all, “For there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him.”  
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 The truth of the universal call of the Gospel is an OT truth. Paul cites 
then in v11 and v13 the words of Isaiah 28:16 and Joel 2:32 to evidence that 
the Scriptures of the Prophets taught the same doctrine that he taught.  Two 
words need to be noted in these citations, 
 

(a) WHOSOEVER – this good news of salvation is for rich and poor, 
Jew and Gentile, black or white, educated or uneducated. God is truly 
“rich unto all that call upon Him.” 
 

(b) SAVED – Those who call can be saved and delivered from sin, 
death, and hell.  
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“THE GOSPEL OF PEACE” (Romans 10:14-21) 

 
William Carey was born in 1761 in England. As he studied the Bible he 
became convinced from passages such as Romans 10 that the gospel should 
be preached to all the world. He argued, “If it be the duty of all men to 
believe the Gospel ... then it be the duty of those who are entrusted with the 
Gospel to endeavor to make it known among all nations.” As he meditated 
upon this, Carey cried, “Here am I; send me!” 
 The problem was that the Baptist movement in England was infected 
by a particular strain of hyper-Calvinism that had an unbalanced view of 
Romans 9. When Carey raised this subject for discussion at a ministers’ 
meeting, he was told by an elderly minister, Dr. Ryland, “Young man, sit 
down: when God pleases to covert the heathen, He will do it without your 
aid or mine.” 
 Carey was not put off by this rebuke. He knew that the apostles 
believed strongly in the doctrines of election and predestination, yet believed 
and practiced preaching the gospel to the all men. They did this by actively 
going into all the world at great personal cost.  
 In 1792 after Carey preached a message with the famous theme, 
“EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD. ATTEMPT GREAT 
THINGS FOR GOD,” the particular Baptist Missionary Society was 
formed. This is one of the earliest of the modern missionary societies. In 
1793 Carey sailed for India where he would spend the next 41 years of his 
life pioneering a missionary endeavour there. 
 Like William Carey, we preach the doctrines of sovereign 
unconditional election set forth in Romans 9. However, we just as equally 
believe that Romans 10 teaches that we must be evangelistic and preaches, 
“whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). The 
Bible makes clear that there will be some in heaven from every tongue, tribe, 
and nation (Rev. 5:9-10) so we should be willing to go to every nation. 
 
OVERVIEW  

The balance of truth of the sovereign unconditional decrees of God and 
human responsibility is seen all over Scripture. A classic example is Luke 
22:22, “And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto that man 
by whom he is betrayed!” In v1-8 of Romans 10, Paul taught that his fellow Jews 
perished in unbelief because they minimised the holiness of God and 
underestimated the depth of their own depravity. Then in v9-13 the apostle 
pointed to the only solution for every Jew (and Gentile) – to embrace the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.   

Now in v14 we enter a new section in his argument. Paul is going to 
explain how the “whosoever” of v13 comes to a saving knowledge of the truth 
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of the gospel. This is generally through the preaching of the Gospel from 
the Word of God. As he explains this, Paul conclusively demonstrates that 
there is no excuse for Israel’s unbelief. They knew and understood the truth 
of the gospel from the OT.  

Paul will show in v14-15 that there is a universal call to every man by 
the preaching of the gospel. However, this is not enough to convert a man, 
as it is obvious that not every one who hears the message will respond. 
Therefore, God has to issue an effectual call to awaken the heart of His true 
elect before they can or will respond. Paul explains this in v16-20. This will 
clarify why so many Jews reject the gospel and why so many Gentiles accept 
it.  

 
(1) THE GENERAL CALL (v14-15) 

After stating the truth of v13 that anyone can be saved by simply crying out 
to Christ for salvation, Paul then takes the next logical step in v14, “How then 
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” 

Paul argues that the “whosoever” can only call upon the name of the 
Lord after they have first heard about Him. He then points out that they can 
only hear about the Lord if a preacher first comes to tell them. The word for 
“preacher” is a Greek word meaning a herald. It was used by the Romans of 
an official whose duty it was to proclaim loudly and extensively with gravity 
the coming of an earthly king. It was meant to be a warning of the 
seriousness of the leader to follow.  

Then Paul goes another step back in the first link in the chain in v15 
and argues that the preacher can only be effective if he is initially sent by 
God, “And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” The salvation of a single 
soul is more than a simple decision in a moment of time. There is a whole 
chain linked together by a sovereign God. Ray Stedman gave a simple 
analogy to explain this chain of salvation, 

 
“I have often thought it is like turning on a light switch. You flick the 
switch on the wall and the lights go on. It seems like such a simple 
thing. Yet behind it is a very complicated process. There are the 
transmission towers, the substations, the dam that was built to hold 
back the water, the poles on which the wires are strung - a 
tremendous complexity lies behind the simple act of turning on a 
light switch. Every time you do it, power surges forth - and it comes 
only because that complicated process has been gone through.” 

 
He takes the argument further back, 
 

“Every time an individual comes to the place where in quietness he 
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calls out to the Lord, a tremendous process is behind it. There is the 
darkness and anguish of the mystery of the cross, the birth at 
Bethlehem, the wonder and miracle of the resurrection, the sending 
forth of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost -- all this is the 
process behind a single individual when he calls on the name of the 
Lord. God is behind it, he has started it. The apostle wants us to 
understand this activity of the sovereign character of God.” 
 
There are no self-appointed or self-called preachers of God’s Word in 

the Bible. It doesn’t matter what your natural gifts are; how many degrees 
from the world’s greatest universities are listed after your name; how 
eloquent you are in public speaking etc. If God has not sent you, then it is a 
waste of time. The constant qualification of a preacher in Scripture is that 
God sends him, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John” (John 
1:6). 

Paul then cites Isaiah 52:7 to show how beautiful is the privilege of 
being the herald to preach the good news of the gospel, “as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!” This is the highest calling in the world. Spurgeon used to advise his 
ministerial students that if God called them to be a preacher, they should 
not stoop to be a prime minister. There are a number of things to be 
observed about this office: 
 
(a) When a man is set apart for this ministry, this is not the exaltation of the 
man but the recognition of the office. 
 
(b) The preaching of the gospel is God’s general or primary way of saving 
sinners. It is not music or drama or even the distribution of the Scriptures. 
That is why we refuse in this church to compromise on the primacy of 
preaching.  
 
(c) Although the preaching of the gospel is the primary way God has 
ordained to reach sinners, it is not the only way. Indeed, the apostle Paul 
was converted a different way. In Acts 8:4 there is another type of gospel 
preaching, “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the 
word.” The Greek word for “preaching” here is different from Romans 10:14 
but has more the idea of evangelizing or sharing the good news. All of us 
are called to do the Acts 8:4 preaching or evangelization. We need to tell 
everyone about this Someone who can save anyone. 
 
(d) The calling of a preacher is to herald forth the gospel to every person. 
There is no special category of evangelization. Romans 10:13 has no 
limitations and no exceptions! Our church is not to limit its message to 
people of a certain education or social status. A preacher must preach to the 
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sheep and the lambs – rich and poor, young and old, educated and 
uneducated. The Lord Jesus Christ and His apostles preached to children, 
young people, old people, learned and unlearned, religious and irreligious, 
Jew and Gentile.  
 
(e) The preacher’s message is to be centred on Christ. Paul makes it clear 
that the unsaved must “call on Him” and “believe in Him.” It is not just simply 
hearing the preacher’s voice, but his message about Christ from the Word of 
God that saves. Too many preachers focus on self of some other thing or 
person. Note Philip’s consistent message in Acts 8, 
 

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them. (v5) 

 
No sooner had he preached Christ to a Samaritan congregation, than he 
began using the same message to the Ethiopian Eunuch, 

 
Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. (v35) 

 
(2) THE EFFECTUAL CALL (v16-20) 

Despite God providing preachers and giving them the message it is self-
evident that many still refuse to believe. Paul then explains in v16-20 why 
when this general call has gone out to all men so many reject the gospel. 
The chain of salvation he described in v14-16 has been broken.  

He cites from Isaiah 53:1 in v16, “For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath 
believed our report?” This rhetorical question expects a negative answer. In v15 
he cites Isaiah 52:7 to show that the good news of the gospel had gone out 
through sent preachers. Now he explains from these strongly messianic 
chapters, that Isaiah had also prophesied that many would reject the 
message. There may have been a universal call but there has not been a 
universal surrender. The great tragedy is that God has good news of a 
Saviour, and so many men do not want it! Even in the ministry of the 
greatest preacher, Jesus Christ the people largely rejected His message.  
 Paul explains that this is because of a lack of obedience to the 
commands of the gospel, “But they have not all obeyed the gospel.” We are called 
upon to fully believe the objective truths concerning Jesus Christ.  Paul is 
also linking faith to obedience, as saving faith will always manifest itself in a 
changed life of obedience. Faith alone saves but the faith that saves is not 
alone! Our lives must validate the confession of our lips. Spurgeon 
observed, “Faith and obedience are bound up in the same bundle. He that 
obeys God, trusts God; and he that trusts God, obeys God.”   

I am sure you have found the reality of the effectual call out in your 
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life. As you witness to others, some listen and accept producing a changed 
life whereas others listen but simply reject. Did they not all hear the same 
message? What was the difference? Was one more educated or holy that the 
other? No! The difference is that the one who heard and obeyed received 
the effectual call of the gospel within the universal call. This was a call from 
God that opened the heart of the elect individual like Lydia (Acts 16:14). 
 Now in v18 Paul rejects the argument that not all the Jews have heard 
the gospel. He anticipates the objection, “But I say, Have they not heard?” and 
gives a rejoinder, “Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto 
the ends of the world.” Israel has had many privileges in respect of the gospel 
message. They had the written OT scriptures and Paul proved in this epistle 
that it contains the gospel of justification by faith alone. Not only did they 
have this, but also they had the evidence of the spoken prophets and the 
Living Word Himself in their midst; creation (Romans 1:19-20); the moral 
law written on their hearts with their conscience (Romans 2:15-16); and the 
early church had taken the gospel throughout the Roman world (cf. Acts 
8:4). Indeed in Romans 15, Paul gives this testimony, 
 

Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, 
I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. (Romans 15:19) 
 

 Then in v19 Paul anticipates another possible objection – that the 
Jews had never understood that the plan of God included the Gentiles and 
that most of the nation would reject Christ, “Did not Israel know?” Therefore, 
they could not understand the message of Christianity.  
 Paul demolishes this anticipated objection by using Scripture. He 
cities in v19b to v20 from two of Israel’s most revered prophets – Moses 
and Isaiah. In v19b he cites from Deuteronomy 32:21 and in v20 from 
Isaiah 65:1,  
 

First Moses saith, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that 
are no people, and by a foolish nation I will anger you. But 
Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought 
me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. 

So the OT clearly taught that God predicted that the Gentiles would 
be included in salvation. This fact that to the Jew the Gentiles were “no 
people” and a “foolish nation” would provoke jealousy from the Jews. God 
purposely selected a less worthy people and a less motivated people in the 
Gentiles that the educated religiously zealous Jews.  

Paul’s argument that the gospel was always intended for the Gentiles 
should not have been news to any Jew who read his OT properly. Any 
unbelieving Jew cannot claim ignorance concerning the present condition of 
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Israel and the salvation of the Gentiles. The real problem was their spiritual 
blindness as they read the Scriptures,  

 
And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the 
children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that 
which is abolished: But their minds were blinded: for until this 
day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the 
old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto 
this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be 
taken away. (2 Cor. 3 :13-16) 

 
Indeed, the very fact that the Jews were so angry with Paul and wanted to 
kill him for preaching the gospel to the Gentiles proves the fulfillment of 
the prophesy of Deuteronomy 32:21. There is no other rational explanation 
for their hostility to the Gentiles hearing the gospel. For it was just another 
Gentile superstition why were they so upset and not indifferent? Bob 
Deffingbaugh makes a good observation in summary of the truths of 
chapters 9-10, 
 

“Why did so many Jews reject the gospel while many Gentiles were 
turning in faith to the Messiah? The first answer is divine election—
the sovereign choice of God. The second answer is Israel’s obstinence 
and rebellion against God, against the gospel, and against all of divine 
revelation, Old Testament and New. Israel cannot use God’s 
sovereignty as her excuse, and neither can she use her own ignorance. 
Her disobedience was willful rebellion.” 

 
(3) THE PLEADING CALL (v21) 

Paul finishes with drawing a striking contrast between the rebelliousness and 
stubbornness of Israel and the tender, gracious call of the Lord, “But to Israel 
he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying 
people.”  

What a beautiful picture of invitation, mercy, and incessant love by 
Him to this undeserving people, “all day long.” (cf. Prov. 1:24; Isaiah 65:2). 
That day has been extended now for almost four thousand years since 
Abraham walked this earth. Every Jews who finds himself eternally in hell 
went there resisting the pleas of a loving God. Despite their attitude, the 
Lord has not given up on them. 
  
 
 
 


