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LESSON NINE - BAPTISM 

When a person is justified, then the work of sanctification begins in that born-again life. 
One of the first evidences of that change is the desire to publicly testify that you identify 
with the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.  

In the New Testament, a public mark of true repentance and conversion was 
that a person was baptised with water. The Lord Jesus gave this commission after 
He had risen from the dead and finished the work of atonement, 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
(Matt. 28:18-20) 

So, baptism is not a suggestion. It is a command by the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a test of 
obedience. From the beginning of the NT Church this commission was faithfully carried 
out,  

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call.  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:38-41) 

This example continued throughout the NT and church history. (Acts 8:12, 35, 38; 9:18; 
10:44-47; 16:14-15. 18:8) The requirement of baptism in the name of Him whom they 
had crucified was a witness that they now believed on Him. It was not “baptismal 
regeneration,” but a vital public declaration to evidence their true repentance and faith in 
Christ before they were received into fellowship into the Church. We get baptised in 
summary to: 

(1) COPY the example of Jesus Christ (Mark 1:9) 
(2) COMPLY with the command of Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:19-20 
(3) CONFIRM to the world that we belong to Jesus Christ (Acts 18:8; 1 John 2:3) 

MEANING OF BAPTISM 

Baptism is defined by the Westminster Confession in a simple formula, 

“Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not 
only for the solemn admission of the party baptized into the visible Church; but 
also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into 
Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, 
through Jesus Christ, to walk in the newness of life.” 

This is a helpful summary. For when we are baptised it is primarily a public 
testimony that we identify with the Lord Jesus Christ and are washed by His blood. 
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The washing with the water is an outward sign of that inward reality. So, purification 
and union with Christ are important in the baptism ritual. Two verses demonstrate 
this identification well, 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (Gal. 2:20; Gal. 3:26-28) 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection: (Romans 6:3-5) 

 
 

When a person is baptised, he is demonstrating his union with Christ in that death, 
burial, and resurrection. We die with Him and are resurrected with Him to walk as a 
new creature in the new birth. Water baptism is a physical object lesson of that 
spiritual truth.  

DOES BAPTISM CONTRIBUTE TO MY SALVATION? 

Baptism is a work of obedience that demonstrates the reality of salvation in a 
person’s life. It does not save a person.  

 
The Bible makes it abundantly clear that salvation is by grace alone by faith alone 
without any works of self, 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
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For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God; being justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom 
God set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God…… Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law.” (Romans 3:23-25, 28; cf. Romans 5:1-2; 
18-19) 

Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: Receiving the 
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:8-9; cf. Acts 
15:9; John 1:12) 

This doctrine of justification by faith alone is equally true for the OT saints as the NT 
saints, 

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, 
hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to 
glory; but not before God.  For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that 
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness 
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 
Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered. (Romans 4:1-7; cf. Isaiah 45:24-25) 

Indeed, if  righteousness had been by the law then Christ’s death was pointless, “If 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” (Gal. 2:21)  

 Salvation is never by baptism. If it were then all the Old Testament saints must 
have not been saved! The Apostle Paul draws this clear distinction in his ministry, “For 
Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of none effect.” (1 Cor. 1:17) The gospel is not baptism. Rather, the gospel is 
about the “cross of Christ” and that alone. We have eternal life the moment we believe in 
Christ (John 5:24). 

DYING THIEF – EXHIBIT ONE 

So, baptism cannot save us. Only the finished work of Christ can save us. This is 
wonderfully illustrated at the Cross itself. For there were three persons crucified on 
Mount Calvary. One of the thieves that were crucified, repented at the last moment from 
his sins.  

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If 
thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, 
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, 
Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said 
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unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
(Luke 23:39-43) 

This dying thief testified of the sinlessness of Christ and his own sinfulness, “Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.” He then acknowledged Christ as Lord and 
cried for forgiveness, “And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy 
kingdom.” This expression “remember me” is a plea for forgiveness. He recognizes Jesus as 
the source of forgiveness, grace, and mercy. This thief even saw that Christ was the 
Messiah who was coming to reign in a future kingdom on earth and he wanted to be 
with Christ in that glorious future.  

 

 
 

 Jesus Christ gave this instant reply, “And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, 
To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” This expression “verily” or “truly” means that it 
shall surely happen though it may amaze everyone. For only amazing grace could save 
such a sinner in the last moments of his life.  

There is nothing for this dying thief to do other than believe in Christ alone. If 
baptism or church membership was a pre-condition, then this man could never be saved. 
Yet, Jesus gave him the guarantee, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” The dying thief 
was not told he had to do some further works like baptism or face some intermediate 
state like purgatory after death for a probationary period. Rather, he was promised he 
would close his eyes on earth in just a short time and open them with Christ in eternal 
glory. So, without any good works or rituals, without joining the church, this dying thief 
went straight to glory. WHY? Because faith in the finished work of Christ is the way of 
salvation, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12; 16:31; John 3:16; 14:6)  

BAPTISM IS AN ORDINANCE AS IT IS ORDAINED OR COMMANDED BY 
JESUS CHRIST. BAPTISM DOESN’T MAKE YOU A BELIEVER BUT IT DOES 
SHOWS YOU ARE A BELIEVER! ONLY THE FINISHED WORK OF CHRIST 
SAVES YOU.  

BAPTISM IS LIKE A WEDDING RING – OUTWARD SYMBOL OF INWARD 
UNION OF TWO HEARTS.  



	 5	

 
 

WHEN SHOULD WE BE BAPTISED? 

The Bible doesn’t state an exact date for baptism. However, the New Testament reveals 
a picture of baptism occurring soon after salvation. Some were baptised the same day 
(Acts 2:41; 8:36) and others a few days after their conversion (Acts 9:9, 18, 22:12-16). 
Once a person’s salvation is ascertained and demonstrated, he or she should seek to be 
baptised as soon as reasonably possible.  

WHAT IS THE MODE OF BAPTISM? 

The Bible teaches that we are to be baptised with water. It does not explicitly state what 
mode of baptism should be used. A person may be baptised by pouring, sprinkling or 
immersion. There are good reasons for using either method. Christians are free to 
choose according to their conscience.  

 
IMMERSION 

One of the most popular modes today is by immersion. As an object lesson, it certainly is 
useful in showing the identification with the death, burial and resurrection with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. This doesn’t mean that this is the only mode of baptism. There are 
weaknesses in the claims that immersion is the only mode that adequately symbolizes the 
cleansing away of our sins. Notwithstanding, that Christ was not “immersed” in His 
burial in the ground, how is the crucifixion signified by immersion? Crucifixion preceded 
death so how does immersion show that? Furthermore, all the OT cleansings by water or 
blood were by sprinkling or pouring e.g. Ezekiel 36:25; Num. 19:1-13. This is especially 
pertinent as one of the realities which baptism (the sign) represents is the cleansing effect 



	 6	

of the blood of Christ on those who believe in Him (cf. 1 Cor. 6:11; Heb. 12:24; 1 Peter 
1:2). And how is Christ’s blood applied to the elect? By sprinkling!  

SPRINKLING/POURING 

Another legitimate mode of baptism is sprinkling or pouring. This is a helpful mode 
because it reflects in the outward sign accurately the inward reality in the new birth, 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water. (Heb. 10:22) 

The Lord Jesus Christ is specifically declared to be engaged in a sprinkling cleansing 
ministry,  

So shall He sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at 
Him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which 
they had not heard shall they consider. (Isa. 52:15; Ezek. 36:25-26) 

Pouring or sprinkling best symbolizes the atonement of Christ and the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit because the person is entirely passive in the event. Baptism (the sign) should 
be consistent with the thing it signifies, namely, the pouring out/falling upon of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2, 10 and 11; cf. Titus 3) and the sprinkling of the blood of Christ (Heb 9-
10).  

In the OT, the Lord explicitly instructed the priests as to the mode of their 
cleansing rituals, sacrifices, and Passover feasts. This fine detail could not be departed 
from. If God commanded that they sprinkle using hyssop, then they had to do just that. 
Immersion or pouring would be unacceptable. Yet in the NT church nowhere is the 
same detail given when discussing the mode of the sacraments of the NT such as 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. If the Holy Spirit had wanted it to be immersion only, 
He would have explicitly stated it to be so.  

I believe there are merits in each mode of baptism. The Bible never states 
definitively which mode is best. The debate over whether all our nose hairs got immersed 
takes the focus away from its spiritual significance to the quantity of water. The essential 
element in baptism is the application of the water itself not the manner of application. 
This kind of argument could go on endlessly e.g. should tap water be allowed for 
immersion or running river water? Should one be immersed face down or face up? 

 Let each brother or sister come to their own conviction on this matter. We 
should never allow our view of the mode of baptism to equate to salvation. Temper your 
passion with Paul’s reminder of the critical goal of his ministry, “For Christ sent me not to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
none effect.” As Christians, we can agree to disagree on this issue of the mode of baptism. 
However, we must always love one another. This is a non-negotiable command of Jesus 
Christ (John 13:35). Hold your convictions firmly but graciously on this issue. But never 
forget those who disagree with you are still your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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APPENDIX ONE - VERSES OFTEN MISQUOTED TO JUSTIFY 
BAPTISMAL REGENERATION 

There are a number of verse often cited as “proof texts” that the Bible teaches that 
baptism is essential to salvation. In other words, this work is necessary to justification. 
However, the Bible has made clear repeatedly that salvation is by faith alone in Christ 
alone by grace alone. The Bible does not say anywhere that if a man is not baptized then 
he will not be saved. Let us examine some of the supposed verses that is used to 
misrepresent the gospel in this area: 

(1) ACTS 2:38 - Some churches even call themselves “Acts 2:38 Churches” because they 
wrongly believe that this verse teaches clearly that a person must be baptised in order to 
be saved.  

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost.  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
(Acts 2:38-39) 

The critical argument is the Greek preposition eis that is translated here “for.” 
However, this preposition has many meanings like “unto,” “with a view to,” “among,” 
“because of” or “in view of.” We need to look at other passages where the preposition eis 
is used to illustrate this: 

The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas. (Matt. 12:41) 

Here the preposition eis is translated “at” where it communicates the result of an action. 
To take it as meaning “for’ would lead to the absurdity of teaching that the Ninevites 
repented in order to obtain the preaching of Jonah. However, we know from the story in the 
Old Testament that they repented because of the preaching of Jonah. There is a similar 
translation problem in the preposition eis in Matthew 3:11 as repentance clearly proceeds 
the water baptism. They were not baptized “in order to get repentance,” but were 
baptized because they had repented! (see also 1 Cor. 10:2 for a similar translation issue) 

 When we take the evidence of the balance of other Scripture (see above in 
passages like Ephesians 2:8-9, Acts 4:12), we are led to conclude that Acts 2:38 is 
teaching in this context that it baptism “because of” and not “in order to get” 
forgiveness of sins. Indeed, Peter never mentions baptism in his Gospel sermons in Acts 
3:17-26 and Acts 4:8-12. The Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 gives the gospel in a 
nutshell but makes no mention of baptism.  

(2) MARK 16:16 – This is another classic verse cited by baptismal regeneration 
advocates.  

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. (Mark 16:16) 

This verse links belief and baptism because of the clear link between the two in terms of 
justification and sanctification. For baptism is a fruit of justification because it is a step of 
obedience to the command of Jesus Christ. But nowhere in Scripture are we told, 
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“whoever is not baptized will be condemned.” We must not go beyond what this verse 
says.  John MacArthur explains,  

“Mark 16:16, a verse often quoted to prove baptism is necessary for salvation, 
is actually a proof of the opposite. Notice that the basis for condemnation in 
that verse is not the failure to be baptized, but only the failure to believe. 
Baptism is mentioned in the first part of the verse because it was the outward 
symbol that always accompanied the inward belief.” 

(3) JOHN 3:5  

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (John 
3:5) 

This verse is not speaking of water baptism. Nowhere is baptism even mentioned. If it 
were, it would certainly contradict what Christ told the thief on the Cross in Luke 23:43! 
Jesus Christ is likely speaking to Nicodemus about the spiritual cleansing of an 
unbeliever by the Word of God, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” 
(Eph. 5:25-26) To assume that the mention of water automatically means baptism in this 
verse is unwarranted. 

(4) ACTS 22:16 

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of the Lord. (Acts 22:16) 

We know from the story that Paul had been converted already, for he was praying and 
filled by the Holy Spirit in Acts 9 before he was baptised. Indeed, Paul makes clear in 
Galatians 1:11-12 that he heard the full gospel directly from Jesus Christ rather than 
Ananias. The fact that he was justified by grace from this revelation is why Ananias 
referred to him as “Brother Saul” in Acts 9:17 before Saul’s baptism. This call by Ananias 
to “be baptized, and wash away thy sins” seems to refer to baptism in a symbolic sense that 
Paul uses in 1 Corinthians 6:11 (cf. 1 Peter 3:21). Alan Cairns notes, 

“Acts 22:16 must be understood in a sacramental or symbolic way. Paul was 
saved on the Damascus Road, for there he acknowledged Jesus as Lord (Acts 9:5, 
6), and this is proof of the regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3). 
Thus, the baptismal washing was symbolic of the spiritual cleansing he had 
already received.” 

For Saul of Tarsus to publicly identify with the One in water baptism he bitterly opposed 
was the next important step in his acceptance by the New Testament Church. 
Interestingly, in Acts 26:12-18 when Paul recounted his testimony of salvation he makes 
no reference to baptism.  

CONCLUSION 

Water baptism is one or the two ordinances/sacraments of the New Testament Church. 
As such, these are not unimportant. We must reverently honour them. But they must 
never be elevated beyond the importance that the Bible gives them.  
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The type or shadow must never take precedence over the fulfilment of the type 
and shadow in Christ. A picture or photograph is a representation of a reality. We value 
pictures of our family because of that which it represents and not the value of the picture 
per se. Likewise, we should value water baptism because it is a wonderful picture of the 
reality of the washing away of our sins by the blood of Jesus. But we should never 
confuse in importance the picture (baptism) with the reality (washing of our sins by 
blood of Jesus Christ).  

Evangelical churches have traditionally used the architecture to show the 
supremacy of the preaching of God’s Word to the sacraments. The pulpit where the 
gospel is preached is placed centrally with the Lord’s Table and the baptismal font or 
tank placed beneath it.  

 
A typical Evangelical church will reflect this theologically such as this one below: 

 

 
 

The central focus of the service is the preaching of the Gospel. For the Word of God 
has the power to save a person. Not the partaking of the Lord’s Supper or the waters of 
baptism.  

There is no sound biblical reason for believing that baptism is required as a 
necessary pre-requisite for salvation. We must never deny the perfect work of Christ that 
He pronounced finished on the Cross by seeking to add to it by the sacraments of the 
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Church. If we add to Christ’s perfect sacrifice, we are effectively calling the Lord Jesus 
Christ a liar when He declared “It is Finished.” Water cannot save us. Only the blood of 
Christ can wash away our sins.  John MacArthur makes the valid point,  

“If water baptism were necessary for salvation, we would expect to find it 
stressed whenever the gospel is presented in Scripture…..Those passages are 
difficult to understand if water baptism is necessary for salvation. If baptism were 
part of the gospel itself, necessary for salvation, what good would it have done 
Paul to preach the gospel, but not baptize? No one would have been saved. Paul 
clearly understood water baptism to be separate from the gospel, and hence in no 
way efficacious for salvation. Perhaps the most convincing refutation of the view 
that baptism is necessary for salvation are those who were saved apart from 
baptism. The penitent woman (Luke 7:37-50), the paralytic man (Matthew 9:2), 
the publican (Luke 18:13-14), and the thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43) all 
experienced forgiveness of sins apart from baptism. For that matter, we have no 
record of the apostles’ being baptized, yet Jesus pronounced them clean of their 
sins (John 15:3—note that the Word of God, not baptism, is what cleansed 
them).” 

Furthermore, by insisting that our salvation is only fulfilled by water baptism introduces 
another person into salvation – the minister doing the baptism. Without that person, we 
are lost. So now the minister becomes another mediator between God and us. Hence our 
salvation depends on the minister and Jesus Christ. However, 1 Timothy 2:5 states that 
Jesus is our ONLY mediator. Our salvation depends on Christ and only Christ.  

 

 

 
 


