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LESSON SEVEN – ASSURANCE OF SALVATION 

One of the greatest tactics of the devil has been to get believers to doubt their salvation. 
Over the centuries, even sincere believers have bought into the idea that a Christian can 
lose his or her salvation. Such people view their conversion as merely provisional and at 
any time they could lose eternal life. Can a true Christian really forfeit his salvation? Is 
that what the Bible teaches? 

 

 
 
A salvation you can lose is not much of a salvation. We are thankful that the Bible 
teaches no such thing! Salvation begins and ends with God from election to eventual 
glorification in heaven. It is not a co-operative joint venture between God and you. If it 
were, it would produce a rollercoaster ride of emotions as anything that depends upon us 
can be lost by us. Salvation is not based on our worthiness, or else no one would ever be 
saved. It is rooted on the rock of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the 
Cross. Nothing more and nothing less! Because salvation depends on God then what He 
does is perfect and settled forever. That is why Job could say with such confidence, 
 

For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God (Job 19:25-26) 

The Apostle Paul was equally as certain, “for me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Philp. 
1:21) He wrote also to the Philippian saints one of the clearest statements on this, “Being 
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” (Philp. 1:6) His emphasis should be noted – it is God who began this good 
work and it is God who “will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

Job, David, Paul, the Philippian saints were sure. You too today, who are justified 
by faith alone, can be sure of heaven, as if you have been there already ten thousand 
years! 
 
IS IT POSSIBLE TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE? 
 
The Bible promises that we can KNOW we are truly saved, “These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son of God.” (1 John 5:13) This knowledge is not something 
that we obtain after death but is available to us while we are here. It is an assurance that 
God promises we can have. We can KNOW SO because GOD SAID SO! Today every 
child of God can sing “It is well with my soul.” 
 We can only be sure that we know we have eternal life if the work of salvation 
doesn’t depend on what we have done or what we will do. For how could we ever be 
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sure we had done enough or will do enough? Is it 10 years or 20 years of good works? 
What is the standard we need to achieve to get a pass?  
 
BASIS OF ASSURANCE 
 
The foundation of our assurance of salvation is that our salvation is rooted in the eternal 
plan and power of God. Let us go back to first principles.  

 
 
In Romans 8:30 the Apostle Paul unfolded that our lives are tied up in a golden chain of 
five links that starts in eternity past in heaven, then comes down to earth in the present, 
and finally finishes in eternity future in heaven. 
 

Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He 
called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also 
glorified. (Romans 8:30) 

  
These five links in the golden chain guarantee our eternal security. After explaining the 
absolute truths of these five golden links, Paul argues that our salvation is absolutely 
secure by means of five unanswerable questions. It is worth noting at the outset about 
these five golden links in this chain: 
 

a) God is the great subject accomplishing these great purposes. He is acting here 
sovereignly – unadvised and unassisted. 

b) Man has no active part to play in this golden chain. He is merely the passive 
recipient of the actions of a Sovereign God. 

 
The apostle wants us to grasp these vital truths. They are the key to assurance of 
salvation.  
 
(i) FOREKNOW - There is a great controversy over the meaning of this word. Some 
say that the word “foreknow” just means that God knows in advance what men will do in 
the future who will choose or reject Christ. Although God certainly does know 
everything about the future, this verse says nothing about what humans will do. It is all 
about what God has done and will do! Another problem with such a limited definition is 
that if God is merely passively observing what humans do when they hear the gospel 
then no one would ever be saved. For the universal rejection of the depraved heart is 
what Paul clearly taught in Romans 3, “There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.”  

So, what does “foreknow” mean? It is much more than just having knowledge of 
what will happen in the future. The word in this context teaches that God sovereignly set 
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His electing grace to choose out an elect people in eternity past. He alone and unadvised 
took the initiative in the chain reaction of redemption. Salvation has its origin in the 
mind of God – not in the mind of man. As God chose us as spiritually dead people 
cannot choose anyone, “And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
(Eph. 2:1) Again, we must note the great subject here – God is the One that quickens or 
makes us alive from our spiritual deadness. Interestingly, the verb translated “were” here 
is in the present continual tense indicating that this spiritual death was our continual state 

 
Dead men cannot understand their predicament and cannot communicate. They have 
eyes but they cannot see, legs but they cannot move, tongues but they cannot call for 
help. It doesn’t matter how desperate their situation is. The unsaved man is spiritually, 
eternally dead, not merely weakened, incapacitated, disabled, or sick. He has within him 
no ability to respond to God or even to seek God for, “There is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God” (Romans 3:11; cf. 1 Cor. 2:14, 4:4). Only if God decides to 
make him or her alive in grace can a man respond to God’s call to repentance. John 
Newton was a wild ungodly slave trader. In the midst of his wicked life, God stepped in 
and saved him in an act of sovereign grace. Newton was so moved by this that he wrote 
the most famous hymn of all time as a testimony of his salvation,  

 
Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found 

Was blind but now I see. 
 
Before he died Newton prepared his own epitaph, which reads this way: 
 

John Newton, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was,  
by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,  

preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith  
he had long laboured to destroy. 

 
(ii) PREDESTINATE – The word “foreknow” determines who God’s elect are but it 
doesn’t tell us what His purpose for them is. The next link in this chain “predestinate” gives 
us the answer, “For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
His Son.” This word “predestinate” literally means “to mark out beforehand or set the 
limits or boundaries in advance of any place or thing.” In this context, it refers to the fact 
that God has marked out the destiny of the elect person by His divine decree in eternity 
past.  

Some try to resist this teaching and argue that God predestinates on the basis of 
His knowledge of our good works or our response to the gospel. Although this passage 
makes no such link, it should be noted that Paul expressly refutes such a view in the next 
chapter. Using the example of Jacob and Esau he points out,  



	 4	

And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by 
our father Isaac; (For the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) (Romans 9:10-11) 

 
Paul makes the same point to Timothy that a sovereign God acted freely, purposely and 
graciously in eternity past, “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” (2 Tim. 1:9; cf. James 1:18)  
 

 
 
 
(iii) CALLED – The third link in the golden chain is that of the special or effectual call 
of the elect individual. This takes place on earth. It also has to be generated from God as 
depraved man naturally resists the general call of the gospel, “There is none righteous, no, not 
one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
repeatedly established this theological principle, “No man can come to Me, except the Father 
which hath sent Me draw him” (John 6:44) God does not choose His elect for our faith, but 
to faith. RC Sproul explains this process, 
 

“Reformed theology does not teach that God brings the elect “kicking and 
screaming, against their wills,” into his kingdom. It teaches that God so works in 
the hearts of the elect as to make them willing and pleased to come to Christ. 
They come to Christ because they want to. They want to because God has 
created in their hearts a desire for Christ.” 

 
There is no better illustration of this sovereign election and sovereign call than the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus. He did not suddenly “decide for Christ” after carefully 
weighing up all the options. When God effectually called him to salvation, Saul was on 
his way to Damascus full of zeal and hatred for everything Jesus Christ represented. 
Then God sovereignly stepped in and called him by grace alone. Paul never ceases to be 
amazed at this truth, even as a mature apostle, “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath 
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; Who was before a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” (1 Tim. 
1:12-13; cf. Gal. 1:15-16).  

Dr. Harry Ironside used to illustrate this by telling the story of a prayer meeting 
where a man gave a stirring testimony of God’s grace in his life. Afterwards someone 
came up to him and said, “My brother, that was a fine testimony you gave. You talked a 
lot about God, but you didn’t mention your own part in salvation.” The man considered 
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for a moment and then said, “You’re right. I did leave that out. My part was to run away 
from God as fast as I could, and God’s part was to run after me until He caught me.” 
 
(iv) JUSTIFIED – The penultimate link of this golden chain of redemption is 
justification. Paul explained this doctrine extensively in chapter 3.  There he taught that it 
was a forensic legal declaration that a sinner is now righteous in God’s sight. It is not a 
process but is eternally true from the moment God declares it.  It is worth noting that it 
is God’s effectual call that leads to the justification. The instrument that God uses to 
declare us righteous is faith. Now some quickly conclude that faith must therefore be a 
work that we do for salvation. However, we are saved through this instrument not 
because of it. Faith is simply a gift that God bestows in the rebellious, unregenerate elect 
when He calls them.  

This faith is in the object of the perfect Work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. Christ 
promised us that He perfectly finished that work of redemption when He cried, “It is 
finished.” Are you willing to believe what God has said? Why would you want to add to 
what Christ has perfectly completed? Charles Spurgeon says it quite simply, “If our debt 
was paid, it was paid, and there is an end of it; a second payment cannot be demanded.” 
 

Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe, 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 

 
(v) GLORIFIED – The final link in this chain is glorification. It is interesting to note 
that it is also in the past tense, “whom He justified, them He also glorified.” This is not a 
grammatical mistake by Paul. What he is doing is emphasizing the certainty of our 
glorification in heaven. The glorification of the elect is already an accomplished fact in 
the mind and purpose of God. It is fixed, immutable, eternal because it is part of God’s 
eternal decree and plan, “yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.” (Jeremiah 31:3) It is 
this everlasting love that produces everlasting life.  
 

 
 
Those of us today who have been justified must recognise that it is only because God 
foreknew, elected us, and called us. This is very humbling if we truly understand it. If we 
searched for a reason why God would elect us, call us, and justify us as children of wrath 
and enemies of God we would look a long time! This certainly strips all pride from us 
and gives God all the glory in salvation. God will not tolerate human pride, so He 
chooses and justifies people who have nothing to boast about.  

Now, because God planned it from beginning to end we can be confident that 
He will affect it and perfect it. In the words of Paul to the Philippians, “Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 
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Christ.” (Philp. 1:6) One writer also explains a wrong implication if we reject this 
doctrine, 

 
“To say you can lose your salvation—which the Bible says God 
accomplished through the death of Jesus Christ—is to make God into an 
impotent deity with no actual power to save anyone. The full exercise of His 
divine power is at the mercy of a weak, finite, and sinful creature who may or 
may not cooperate with Him…..John 3:16 stands, immoveable and unshaken. 
But to say you can lose the salvation He grants is to say you can nullify 
God’s promise by your faults, sins, and spiritual missteps. In effect, you’ve 
subverted the promise and power of God. Rest assured—none of us can 
truly subvert the will, power, and promise of God. The Bible presents eternal 
life with God as the consummation of all the doctrines of salvation. The 
whole point of God decreeing His plan of salvation, electing a people to be 
called by His name, sending His Son to redeem those people, and then 
sending forth His Holy Spirit to empower them to live righteously—His 
overarching purpose in all of that—is to bring those people into eternal life. 
God will accomplish what He set out to do.” 

 
Now, you understand why Paul can confidently declare in Romans 8: 
 
(a) That “there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 

8:1) 
(b) That “all things work together for good to them that love God.” (Romans 8:28) 

  
   

I hope these truths grip your soul today. Observe the perfection of this number, “whom 
He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He 
justified, them He also glorified.” The “whom He did predestinate” is the same group as “them He 
also glorified.” So, if God predestinated 100 persons then these same 100 persons will be 
glorified.  

The assurance of our eternal security does not rest on our ability to persevere. 
Rather, it rests on the promise of God to preserve us. When God sets out to save a 
man He doesn’t do a half-baked imperfect job. He doesn’t start something and not finish 
it! This is vital for if salvation were left to us to keep, we would lose it within 24 hours. 
Thank God it does not. Jesus Christ promised that we are in His hand and no one can 
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ever snatch us from it, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of My hand.” (John 10:28) The Apostle Paul argued that no matter 
what man or hell threw at the child of God that they can never be separated from the 
love of Christ, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
When God promised us eternal life, He really meant it! 

FAITH OF FEELINGS? 

The Christian is justified by faith alone. We are called to a life of faith rather than 
feelings, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor. 5:7) DL Moody once used the incident 
of Noah and his family on the ark to illustrate assurance of salvation to a concerned 
believer. This man told Moody that he did not feel saved.  
 

 
 
Moody asked the trouble man, “Was Noah safe in the ark?” “Certainly, he was,” the man 
replied. Moody then asked, “Well, what made him safe, his feeling or the ark?” The man 
grasped the application. We are not safe because we feel safe but because we know that 
God is always faithful to His promises to keep us from eternal judgment.  

Our faith should never be led or defined by our feelings, as our emotions 
constantly change depending on external circumstances. Rather our faith should always 
be led or defined by the facts of God’s perfect promises. Our feelings change but the 
facts of God’s promises never change. Feelings are not facts and the two should never be 
confused.  
 

 
 

The train that we are on must be powered by the engine of the facts of God’s 
promises that we link to by faith. That will often produce feelings of peace, joy, love, and 
hope in the glorious reality of our salvation. But these feelings should never be the 
driving power of our salvation. The Biblical order is: 
 

(1) FACT – God’s Person & God’s Promises 
(2) FAITH – Trusting in God’s Person & God’s Promises 
(3) FEELINGS – Result of faith in God’s Person & God’s Promises 
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Christian – The devil will at times assault you with fears and doubts. Guilt and shame of 
past sins can paralyze your walk with God. You may feel rejected and worthless. Read 
the truths of this chapter and memorise them. Get them deep into your soul. There is no 
condemnation for the true child of God. 

Nations can come and go, great corporations come and go, and people come and 
go. The movements of time, and the changing of circumstances affect them all. But not 
God. His promises are faithful, His love is everlasting, and His decrees cannot fail. These 
great revelations imply here that we need to respond. Paul was convinced. I am 
persuaded – are you? 

 
O love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in Thee;  

I give Thee back the life I owe,  
That in Thine ocean depths its flow  

May richer, fuller be. 
 
 
 

Someone asked Martin Luther, "Do you feel that you have been 
forgiven?"  

He answered, "No, but I'm as sure as there's a God in heaven. For 
feelings come and feelings go, and feelings are deceiving; My warrant is 

the Word of God, naught else is worth believing. Though all my heart 
should feel condemned for want of one sweet token, There is one, 

greater than my heart, whose Word cannot be broken. I’ll trust in His 
unchanging love, Till soul and body sever; For though all else shall pass 

away, His Word shall stand forever." 

 

 

 

 


