
“Loving the Fallen Brother” (Genesis 14:1-24) 

Abraham and Lot made life-changing choices in the previous chapter. With every choice there is 
always a consequence. These consequences begin to work themselves out in the next series of 
incidents. In Genesis 13:12 we read that Lot “pitched his tent toward Sodom.” But in Genesis 14:12 
we find that Lot was living in the city itself. The slide into compromise did not end with the first 
step. Providence weighs the decisions of men over time. 

Despite the selfish and carnal act of Lot in Genesis 13 we see the true heart of Abraham 
toward him in chapter 14. He showed no bitterness or indifference as he could have easily left 
Lot in his self-inflicted problems. Abraham towered over Lot in every way spiritually. Alexander 
Whyte wrote that “Abraham was the father of the faithful," whereas “Lot, his nephew, was the 
father of all such as are scarcely saved.” 
 
And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of 
Elam, and Tidal king of nations; That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of 

Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. All 
these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. Twelve years they served 

Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, 
and the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in 

Ham, and the Emins in Shaveh Kiriathaim, And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by 
the wilderness. And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of 

the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar. (v1-7) 
 

Sodom and Gomorrah (together with two other kingdoms in their region) had been subjugated 
by a coalition of five Mesopotamian kingdoms from the East for 12 years. This subjection was 
clearly not voluntary as we read, “in the thirteenth year they rebelled.” These powerful ruling 
kingdoms from the East did not give up their control easily. The Canaan region was an 
important trade route to the wealth of Egypt.  

We are told that the following year the Mesopotamian kingdoms went to war to put 
down these rebellious cities. So this was the first recorded international power struggle to 
maintain economic supremacy of a crucial trade route. However, amidst this economic war, God 
was at work to achieve certain spiritual objectives especially in the lives of Abraham and Lot.  

 
The ills we see the mysteries of sorrow deep and long, 

The dark enigmas of permitted wrong, - Have all one key: 
This strange, sad world is but our Father’s school; 

All chance and change His love shall grandly overrule. 
 
And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of 
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; 
With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and 
Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five. And the vale of Siddim was full of slimepits; and the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they that remained fled to the mountain. And they took all 

the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. And they took Lot, Abram’s 
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed. (v8-12) 
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The rebellious four kingdoms, including Sodom and Gomorrah, decided to fight against their 
former rulers rather than surrender. The battle was at the Vale of Siddim. Despite having the 
advantage of local knowledge, the four kings were unable to take advantage of this. They even 
got trapped in their own turf in slime pits. The five kings were too powerful and the armies of 
Sodom and Gomorrah were defeated and scattered. As a consequence, the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were looted, “And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their victuals.”  

The Holy Spirit then draws our attention to the significant fact in this battle, “And they 
took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.” Lot had deliberately 
chosen to live in Sodom for economic gain and now he was reaping what he sowed. What he 
thought would bring him permanent happiness was short lived. He was now the victim of the 
economic self-interest of equally selfish people. The five Eastern rulers see Lot as just another 
Sodomite for them to take advantage over. Spurgeon put it bluntly, “Those believers who 
conform to the world must expect to suffer for it.” 

This physical battle was doubtless a terrifying experience for Lot. However, the physical 
component was merely a backdrop for the spiritual battle raging in the heart of Lot. It. It should 
also have been a humbling and awakening experience. In his mind as he was snatched away, Lot 
should have recognised this and repented of his initial sinful choice in running to Sodom.  
 
And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the 

Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. (v13) 
 
Abraham will now face a spiritual battle. There were many excuses he could have used to avoid 
rescuing Lot. He could have argued that Lot had lived by the sword of his own greed and so 
must die by the sword. Abraham could have sat back and said that a sovereign God would deal 
with this situation. Also, common prudence would have urged him not to embroil himself with 
these powerful kings. He was not a seasoned warrior by profession and he was now over 75 
years old. I am sure that the devil would have reminded Abraham that if the roles were reversed 
that Lot would not put his neck in danger for his uncle. In this circumstance, Abraham showed 
himself to be the greater man by overcoming evil with good (cf. Rom. 12:17-21). 
 
And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own 
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan. And he divided himself against them, he 

and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of 
Damascus. And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and 

the women also, and the people. (v14-16) 
 
Despite the threat and Lot’s foolishness, Abraham shows his loving heart for his nephew and 
fellow believer. He was not vindictive but he recognised that he was his brother’s keeper. His 
love is seen in that he risked his own life for Lot’s life. As FB Meyer put it, “Faith makes us 
independent, but not indifferent. It is enough for it to hear that its brother is taken captive; and it 
will arm instantly to go in pursuit.” It was not in the energy of the flesh that he acted, but from 
concerns for a “brother.” Abraham’s courage and daring against no doubt overwhelming enemies 
show his faith had grown in the power of God’s preservation since his Egyptian failure from fear 
of man.  

The fact that Abraham had 318 trained servants indicates the level of prosperity he had 
now achieved. These men had to be organised and sent out to engage the enemy to achieve the 
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victory. These deliberately struck with the element of surprise when the enemy would have been 
most vulnerable, “by night.” Trusting in God’s sovereignty does not negate human responsibility, 
as Abraham reveals military expertise in his strategy. However, the key to his ability to rescue Lot 
is Abraham’s separation from Sodom and his reliance on God’s sovereign protection.  

This was an amazing victory, as Abraham recovered all including the prodigal Lot, “And 
he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the 
people.” At times of great victory we are at our most vulnerable spiritually as we tend to react. The 
devil is waiting with an even greater temptation for Abraham now. He will meet two very 
different kings with very different theological perspectives and values.  
 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of 
the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king’s dale. And Melchizedek king of 

Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and 
said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most 

high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. (v17-20) 
 
As a consequence of his glorious triumph we see Abraham meeting a wonderful type of Christ, 
Melchizedek. This mysterious man was “priest of the most high God” and king of what later became 
Jerusalem. We are not told how Melchizedek obtained such knowledge of God and how he was 
appointed to this spiritual position. The Lord Jesus would come as a High Priest after the order 
of Melchizedek, “The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). The reality of Melchizedek’s faith is seen in that he does not praise 
Abraham for the victory but gives the glory to the Lord.  

Clearly in agreement with the truth of Melchizedek’s righteous statement, “blessed be the 
most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand,” Abraham willingly pays tithes to the 
“priest of the most high God.” In doing so Abraham acknowledged his lower position in God’s 
kingdom as “the less is blessed of the better” (Heb. 7:7), which took humility for a man who had just 
won such an impressive military victory. It also reflects his heart of thanksgiving for God’s grace 
in giving him the victory. Doubtless this was a blessed time of fellowship for Abraham with the 
godly Melchizedek. This providential and uplifting spiritual encounter will empower Abraham to 
face the next great temptation. 
 
And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And Abram 

said to the king of Sodom, I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, That I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any 

thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: Save only that which the young men 
have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their 

portion. (v21-24) 
 
The physical battle is now over but another one is about to begin. This second battle was 
probably the greater of the two he faced that day. Often the greatest temptation comes after the 
greatest victories. After meeting this wonderful and mysterious figure, Abraham as the 
conquering hero then had to face a very great temptation by the King of Sodom, “Give me the 
persons, and take the goods to thyself.” This was no insignificant offer as Sodom was an incredibly 
wealthy place (cf. Ezek. 16:49). That is why Lot was so attracted to it! It would have meant 
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financial security for life. Abraham has been offered the opportunity to join the ranks of the 
billionaires of his day.  

Material success is often a greater test than the fear of battle. The devil must have 
whispered to Abraham that this was God’s providential way of making his name great. 
Furthermore, he would have argued that Abraham fully deserved it, as it was his by rights for 
even the king of Sodom recognised this. After all he had paid his tithes to Melchizedek so the 
rest was his. The devil may also have reasoned that to accept the spoils would have allowed him 
to give more to the Lord. Abraham was a man of the same fleshly tendencies as every believer so 
he would have felt the great weight of this temptation.  

Abraham’s answer was quick, concise and final. There was no doubt in his mind what the 
right thing was to do. He knew all about the character of Sodom, “But the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly” (Gen. 13:13). With Lot likely watching in disbelief, Abraham 
refused to harm the testimony of the Lord by taking “a thread even to a shoelatchet” lest Sdodm 
could boast to the world, “I have made Abram rich.” Abraham knew that in heaven he had a “better 
and an enduring substance” (Heb. 10:34). His reply, “I have lifted up mine hand unto the Lord” (cf. Deut. 
32:40) seems to signify that Abraham had taken a vow or solemn oath when he started out in 
pursuit of Lot’s captors to the Lord that he would not enrich himself by success granted by the 
Lord. Matthew Henry notes, “Never was any military expedition undertaken, prosecuted, and 
finished, more honourably than this of Abram’s.” 

This again reflects the deepening spiritual life of Abraham. In this wonderful incident, 
Abraham reveals that he has put his trust in God, and that he truly believes the promises of God 
expressed in the Abrahamic Covenant. His view of God was so great that material possessions 
seemed nothing in comparison. No earthly king was going to take the credit for prospering 
Abraham; thereby taking glory that belonged to God. The king of Sodom wanted to give glory to 
man for the victory by offering this wealth to him but not Abraham.  

Abraham failed the Lord in chapter 12, but in chapter 13 and 14 we must salute his faith. 
This man is growing in faith with clean hands and a pure heart. He was satisfied that God was 
enough for him. In Egypt, he compromised and got materially wealthy but at Sodom he refused 
to compromise and left materially poorer but spiritually enriched. He had learned, “A little that a 
righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked” (Psa. 37:16). There have always been people 
who feared God more than the face of man.  What we believe has a direct impact on how we 
behave.  

The world says that every man has his price, but Abraham proves that he is an exception. 
This enticing offer might have snared a lesser man than Abraham. He was like Moses, “Esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the 
reward” (Heb. 11:26). Abraham knew that his life was to glorify God in every area. He did not 
just preach this but he practiced it. Steve Cole points out the balance in the maturing Abraham,  
 

Abram had that kind of bold, humble faith in God. In chapter 13, he humbly yielded to 
Lot and gave him first choice of the land. When Lot chose the most fertile land and then 
was taken captive, Abram didn’t say, “It serves him right!” He boldly went and rescued 
Lot. Then he humbly bowed before Melchizedek but boldly resisted the king of Sodom’s 
offer. He knew when to be bold and when to yield.  

 
What a testimony this refusal was to the men of Sodom and Lot. The irony was that Lot went to 
share in the riches of Sodom and eventually lost everything but Abraham was offered all the 
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riches of Sodom and walked away. Abraham was the friend of God but Lot was the friend of the 
world. It was the worldly man who was the weak man in this incident, but the spiritual separated 
man who is the strong one.  

Tragically, Lot does not appear to have learned much from this salutary warning from 
the Lord in his life. There is no hint in the text that he is grateful to the Lord and Abraham for 
his miraculous rescue. Instead of repentance, Lot headed back to Sodom to start all over again. 
Probably he thought his uncle was insane for turning down such a golden opportunity to 
become one of the super-rich. He may even have reasoned that as his uncle was now so popular 
that he could gain great advantage from this. He would be revered as a man of the world in 
Sodom. And he was. However, the next time the Lord intervened in his life, God will have to 
burn everything up in Sodom to keep him from returning.  

The pioneer missionary, David Livingstone once observed of the satisfaction of being in 
God’s perfect will, “I would rather be here in the heart of Africa in the will of God than on the 
throne of England out of the will of God.” The test that Abraham and Lot faced is still the same 
today for us all. Sadly, few of us are willing to have the same level of consistency. Are we willing 
to put God’s glory over personal advancement? Are we children of Abraham or children of Lot? 
 

Take the world, but give me Jesus,   
All its joys are but a name; 
  But His love abideth ever,   

Through eternal years the same. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. How hard is it to seek to rescue a failing brother or sister in Christ? 

 
2. What prompted Abraham to go to war?  
 
3. How many battles were in the heart of Abraham that day?  
 
4. Did Lot learn from this incident? 
 
5. Why do we not learn from our mistakes?  
 
6. How have you been challenged by this passage? 

 

 


