Cornerstone Church Bible Class

For 28 May 2017

“APOCALYPSE SOON”
“IT ALL ENDS WELL - Part 2” (Revelation 22:14 - 21)
The Bible concludes with this glorious finale. From beginning to end the overriding principle is
that God is in control. Man is not sovereign. God is the Potter and we are the clay. This
humbling truth is the key to understanding history.

Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. (v14-15)
There is a great contrast in this statement between the “saints” and the “aints.” The saints are
blessed because they “do His commandments.” This is not teaching that works save the saints, but
rather that those who are truly saints will demonstrate this in their obedience to God’s Word.
This is not a new teaching. The Lord Jesus Christ made clear that false believers can be identified
not by what they say necessarily but by what they do,
Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. (Matt. 7:16-17)
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven…. And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: (Matt. 7: 21, 23-24)
A Christian is a person with a changed life. He or she becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus.
That changes us from the inside out. It affects every part of our lives. When a true Christian is
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born again, he leaves his sinful way of life behind, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). True repentance
always produces a changed life. There is no other possible alternative offered in Scripture.
Through the power of the gospel and the new birth we have the ability to do so.
There is another side to this story. The New Jerusalem is not a place for every person
born in this world, “For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Dogs were despised as filthy, savage, scavengers. To label a
person as a “dog” was considered one of the greatest insults in NT times. These vile sinners are
compared to such reviled creatures.

Some of the types of sins these “dogs’ were involved in are now revealed. This list is not
exhaustive but typical of the lifestyles these sinners were participants in. It is interesting that the
word “sorcerers” is the Greek word pharmakos (which we get the English word “pharmacy” from).
It applies here to those using drugs in occult worship. Those who are sexually impure, like
sodomites and paedophiles, and those who are murderers, idolaters, and liars are all excluded
from heaven. MacArthur makes an important distinction,
“It is not all who have ever committed any of these sins who are excluded from heaven
(c.f. 1 Cor. 6:11). Rather, it is those who love and habitually practice any such sin,
stubbornly cling to it, and refuse Christ’s invitation to salvation, who will be cast into the
lake of fire.”
Foolish people tell us today that God’s love will accept all sinners no matter what their
lifestyle is. However, the Gospel is about repenting of sin and not celebrating it. One does not
show love to the immoral by denying that his immorality is a sin or by trying to dilute the
teaching of God’s word on this subject. Sin of any kind always damages those who engage in it.
The Bible defines true love as a love that, “Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1 Cor.
13:6). There was no one more loving to sinners than the Lord Jesus Christ yet He continuously
confronted sin. But if we deny sexual sins, like homosexuality, as sin, we deny the homosexual
sinner the means of salvation.
Christians are called to be always “speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15). Therefore, our
attitude and words to sinners must be a balance of condemnation for the sin and compassion for
the soul of the sinner. However, our compassion for the sinner must never allow us to
compromise the truth of the Bible. We must never deceive those who are perishing by diluting
God’s view of their sin. That balance is the essence of biblical love.
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I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, and the bright and morning star. (v16)
The Lord Jesus Christ identified Himself as the speaker here again. He wants the message of
Revelation delivered to the NT Church. This makes it directly applicable to us. Christ reminded
of His Messianic heritage, “I am the root and the offspring of David.” This would have particular
significance to Jewish readers. He is David’s Lord as His antecedent root but also David’s
ancestor as his Greater Son (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 132:11-12; Matt. 1:1; Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8). Only
the Eternal Son as the incarnate God-Man could fulfil those two roles. He is both God and Man.
Jesus Christ also described Himself as “the bright and morning star.” The morning stars
signal the dawning of a new day. The Lord Jesus is the light that heralds in His coming the new
heaven and the new earth. He was predicted in such a form in the OT, “there shall come a Star out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” (Num. 24:17)

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. (v17)
The Book of Revelation is one long invitation to sinners to repent. It finishes with a final
invitation to sinners. The Holy Spirit longs to see Christ glorified in His return, sin eradicated,
the curse lifted, and the putting down of His enemies. The Church, as the Bride, join with the
Holy Spirit in calling sinners to trust in Christ, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.” It is
reminiscent of Isaiah’s wonderful invitation, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”
(Isaiah 55:1) The Lord Jesus Christ uses a familiar metaphor of water to invite sinners to taste
and see that the Lord is good (cf. John 7:37). It reveals that a sinner must acknowledge they are
lost in order to be found by acknowledging they are thirsty for this water of eternal life, “And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come.”
This invitation also makes clear that salvation is full and free, “And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.” It is by grace alone by Christ alone. Only Christ can quench the deepest
thirst of the human heart. Charles Spurgeon perfectly summed this verse up when he wrote,
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“To my mind, the solemnity of this invitation lies partly in the fact that it is placed at the
very end of the Bible and placed there because it is the sum and substance – the aim and
objective of the whole Bible. It is like the point of the arrow and all the rest of the Bible
is like the shaft and the feathers on either side of it. We may say of the Scriptures what
John said of his Gospel, “These are written” – all these books that are gathered together
into one library called the Bible – “These are written that you might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God. And that believing you might have life through His name.”
So far as you are concerned, this blessed Book has missed its purpose unless you have
been led by it to come to Christ!”

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book. (v18-19)
There is a severe warning here to those who undermine, change, or dilute the message of this
Book. It is a two-fold warning against anyone who adds to His words and against anyone who
takes away from His words. This was the strategy of the devil from the beginning. God warned
Adam at the start of Creation concerning eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, “in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). The devil flatly
contradicted God’s word, “Ye shall not surely die.” Effectively, he called God a liar and that His
judgment was illusory.
Satan is always seeking to promote the direct opposite views of God. The devil is still
arguing like this to sinners today. He wants them to believe that they control their own moral
values and that they can sin and get away with it. There is no God they have to give account to.
The devil’s disciples are equally dogmatic. We are constantly bombarded in the media with them
boldly asserting: “there is no God,” “morality is relative,” “evolution is a fact,” “this life is all
there is,” and “you control your own destiny.” People are just as gullible in falling for these
untested authoritarian statements. MacArthur provides a pastoral and theological perspective on
these two verses:
“No true believer would ever deliberately tamper with Scripture. Those who know and
love God will treat His Word with the utmost respect. They will say with the psalmist,
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“O how I love Your law!” (Ps. 119:97; cf. Pss. 119:113, 163, 167; John 14:23); and, “I
delight in Your law” (Ps. 119:70; cf. Pss. 1:2; 119:77, 92, 174). That does not, of course,
mean that believers will never make errors in judgment or mistakenly interpret Scripture
incorrectly or inadequately. The Lord’s warning here is addressed to those who engage in
deliberate falsification or misinterpretation of Scripture, those whom Paul denounces as
peddlers of the Word of God (2 Cor. 2:17).”
The Bible is God’s Word. We have no right to touch it but we must receive it, obey it,
declare it, and defend it. There is a direct consequence for not being faithful. Those who add to
the Scripture will have plagues added to them and those who take away from Scripture will have
the hope of eternal life taken from them, “If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him
the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which
are written in this book.” You evidently cannot be a true believer and deny the infallibility and
inerrancy of Scripture.
Of course to disregard and to disobey God’s clear commands is another means of
altering God’s Word. The danger of adding or taking away from God’s inerrant, infallible Word
is a consistent warning in the Bible, “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”
(Deut. 4:2) God doesn’t treat it as a light thing to tamper with His word. And, neither should we.

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. (v20-21)
The Book of Revelation concludes with a glorious promise from the King of Kings, “Surely I come
quickly.” This promise is greatly repeated in the last part of Revelation. It is a solemn reminder to
us all that Christ will come suddenly when we don’t expect it. The Apostle John speaks for every
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child of God when he responds, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” This old man longed for the
day that Christ would reign in righteousness on the earth. The Blessed Hope was a real hope in
his heart. We may not all agree with every interpretation of the order of His Coming, but every
true child of God will respond to this blessed message of Revelation as John did, “Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.”
A benediction (from the Latin bene, meaning “well” and diction meaning “to speak”) is a
prayer of God’s word to His people that invokes divine protection and blessing upon God’s
people. In most churches, this is at the end of a ceremony or worship service and is patterned
after the Aaronic blessing of benediction in Numbers 6:24-26 and the Pauline benediction in 2
Corinthians 13:14. John the Aged Apostle concludes this wonderful book by a spoken
benediction blessing, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” It is God’s grace that
enables us to look to the future,
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; (Titus 2:1113)
This grace is not for a select few but for all of God’s people in every age. Greene makes a
wonderful observation,
“That is just like Jesus, our wonderful Lord. His favor, His blessings, His goodness, rest
upon all the saints. The strongest, the weakest; the mighty, the humble; the wise, the
unlearned; the grandfather, the child . . . all are equal recipients of His grace. His grace
rests upon all. Through cloudy days, through days of sunshine; through long nights,
through weary days; in the summertime, in the dead of winter; when all is well, when all
seems lost, His grace is sufficient.”
The future that John revealed in this series of visions has some awesome and terrifying
elements. Antichrist and the False Prophet will control much of this earth. God’s people will
suffer many things for the Gospel sake. It is easy to lose focus that the King is Coming. His
grace saved us, and keeps us, and will ensure that all ends well. We must never lose heart. The
anchor of grace holds in the storms of life. Jesus is coming soon. This old world is running
down. Time shall soon be no more. As we patiently wait, we pray for each other, “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
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