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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Millennium – Part 2” (Revelation 20:7-15) 

The Millennium will be the greatest era in human history since Adam left the Garden of Eden. 
Jesus Christ will be ruling in truth and righteousness from David’s throne in Jerusalem. The 
fertility of the earth will revive, “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert 
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” (Isa. 35:1) Peace will be worldwide. This will spiritually 
transform this world, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
LORD, and his name one.” (Zech. 14:9) This golden age will not last in peace and righteousness.  

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the 
nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number 

of whom is as the sand of the sea. (v7-8) 

The devil has been bound for a 1,000 years. He is not permitted to oppose God’s physical 
kingdom during this period. The angel came from heaven at the end of the Tribulation Period, 
“And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled.” (v3a) God sovereignly planned that the devil 
would be released from the bottomless pit after 1,000 years, till the thousand years should be fulfilled.”  

   

 
 

It is not by chance or even by his own power that the devil escapes this place of incarceration. 
He will not be released a minute before or a minute after God ordained that he would be in the 
bottomless pit. God permits him to have one final fling for God’s glory.  

One of the reasons the devil was incarcerated in this pit was to prevent him propagating 
evil upon the earth in the Millennium, that he should deceive the nations no more.” But now God is 
going to use the wily serpent to gather up a group of rebels who now inhabit the earth, And shall 
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together 
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to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” The devil proves that his long imprisonment 
hasn’t changed his fundamental character. His release from the bottomless pit only leads him to 
even more deception. The moment he is released he seeks to lead further rebellions and foment 
attacks against God’s people. It is no surprise that he gathers them to attack the heart of the 
Millennial world – the Holy City where Jesus Christ is reigning with His saints.  

 The expression “Gog, and Magog” has led to much debate. It may well represent literal 
places on the earth or a general title for the enemies of the people of God. Wiersbe explains why 
it is unlikely to be the battle referred to in Ezekiel,  

“The naming of “Gog and Magog” (Rev. 20:8) does not equate this battle with the one 
described in Ezekiel 38 — 39, for that army invades from the north, while this one 
comes from the four corners of the earth. These two events are related, however, 
inasmuch as in both battles, Israel is the focal target.” 

The most likely explanation is that it is more of a general term for the confederacy of rebels 
because we are explicitly told they are not from one geographic region but rather, “which are in the 
four quarters of the earth.” 

WHERE DO THESE REBELS COME FROM? 

There is a vast number who joins in this rebellion, “the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” As 
the False Prophet and the Antichrist along with their ungodly followers are destroyed at 
Armageddon and the devil is bound for 1,000 years, many are perplexed why so great a number 
of rebels gather against the Lord. Who are they? Where do they come from? How are they so hardened in 
their sins? How are they deceived? 

The Bible doesn’t specify exactly where these rebels emerge during the Millennium. We 
do know that there will be a remnant of believers who survive the Battle of Armageddon at the 
end of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 7:9-17; 12:6, 13-17; Isa. 60:21; Rom. 11:26). A third of the 
Jewish believers survive,  

And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein 
shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the 
third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try 
them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, 
It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God. (Zech. 13:8-9) 

These individuals (and likely their infant children) don’t participate in the First Resurrection of 
Revelation 20:4-5. Those who participate in this First Resurrection have glorified bodies like 
unto Christ’s body, “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” (Philp. 3:21; cf.1 Cor. 
15:42-43)  

 So these remnant believers (and likely their infant children) enter the Millennium with 
their normal, physical bodies. That means that these infants will have a fallen sinful nature and 
any children born to these believing parents in the Millennium will also be born with a fallen 
sinful nature. It appears that with the curse partially lifted that this will increase life expectancy 
and likely a proliferation of children being born with a proportional increase in fertility, “There 
shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an 
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed.” (Isa. 65:20) 
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 Salvation is not passed in the DNA. Noah’s descendants quickly fell into apostasy after 
the Flood. Noah lived to see the rise of his great grandson, Nimrod and the Tower of Babel 
rebellion. Many of the godly King David’s sons died in ungodliness. So it is not surprising to see 
such a rebellion. These rebels may outwardly have been conforming throughout the 1,000 years 
but inwardly their hearts were filled with rebellion and hatred of Christ. John Macarthur observes 
the reasons for this apostasy,  

“Each successive generation throughout the thousand years will be made up of sinners in 
need of salvation. Many will come to saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. But amazingly, 
despite the personal rule of Christ on earth, despite the most moral society the world will 
even know, many others will love their sin and reject Christ (Romans 8:7). Even the 
utopian conditions of the Millennium will not change the sad reality of human depravity. 
As they did during His incarnational presence on earth, sinners will refuse the grace and 
reject the lordship of the King of all the earth. That is not surprising, since even the 
perfect conditions of the Garden of Eden were not sufficient to keep sinless Adam and 
Eve from rebelling against God.” 

A perfect environment does not produce a perfect obedient heart when fallen men are on the 
earth. The children of God’s children will rebel against the God of their fathers. MacArthur 
explains theologically why these people in the glories of the Millennium rebel are unmoved by its 
joy and peace, 

“The issue regarding salvation is never lack of information (cf. Rom. 1:18–20); it is love 
of sin (John 3:19). Those who openly rebel will face swift judgment (2:27; 12:5; 19:15; Ps. 
2:9), including the withholding of rain on their land (Zech. 14:16–19). But enough 
unrepentant sinners will be alive at the end of the Millennium for Satan to lead a 
worldwide rebellion. When Satan is loosed, he will provide the cohesive supernatural 
leadership needed to bring to the surface all the latent sin and rebellion left in the 
universe. He will pull together all the rebels, revealing the true character and intent of 
those Christ-rejecting sinners and making it evident that God’s judgment on them is 
just.” 

And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into 

the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. (v9-10) 

The devil leads this great army of rebels to the heart of the Millennial kingdom in Jerusalem, 
“And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city.” 
This will be his last throw of the dice to destroy the work of God. But just as the Antichrist and 
his armies discovered at the Battle of Armageddon it is futile to take on the Lord. It will be a 
very one-sided battle! One of the ways God has executed His judgment in the past is to devour 
cities and individuals with fire and brimstone from heaven (cf. Gen. 19:24; Lev. 10:2; 2 Kings 
1:10, 12; Luke 9:54). Sodom is just one example of this. The Lord will repeat this judgment here 
on these rebels, “and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” They are physically 
destroyed and their souls go out into hell without a shot being fired in anger. 

God’s purpose for the devil has now ended. The only thing left to do is to punish the 
devil for the rest of eternity, “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
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where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” The third 
person of the unholy trinity has been reunited with the other two, who have been tormented in 
the Lake of Fire already for 1,000 years. They are now in their eternal home of, “everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matt. 25:41b) The language here makes clear that eternal 
punishment is real because the Antichrist and the False Prophet are described as having already 
suffered in the Lake of Fire for a millennium.  

 

 
 

And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 

hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the 

book of life was cast into the lake of fire. (v11-15) 

The last group of rebellious creatures must now be judged. They join with those who have died 
in their sins throughout all the ages before the Great White Throne for judgment, “And I saw the 
dead, small and great, stand before God.” They are brought from every corner of the universe in a 
second resurrection, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them.” Adrian Rogers explains the term, “death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them” with this comment, 

“Death has the body, but hell has the soul. Death and hell deliver up the dead which are 
in them. What happens is this, when Jesus comes to judge, He’s going to raise those dead 
bodies, and He’s going to go into that holding place called hell, and bring those spirits 
out of hell. Put those spirits back into that body and then that resurrected person will 
stand there to be judged.” 
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This second resurrection (also called the “second death” as it is a resurrection unto eternal death) 
has no effect on those who have participated in the first resurrection, “Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.” (v6) 

The scene painted here is one of the most sobering and terrifying in all of human history. 
It closes with these fearful words, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” The vision appropriately begins with God, “And I saw a great white throne, and Him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.” The white indicates His holiness and 
hatred of sin, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity....” (Habakkuk 
1:13a) There is a sharp contrast here between the infinite greatness of the Creator and His 
creatures. This is a chapter where man is small and God is big. There is nowhere to hide for any 
man or woman, “from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away.” Even the depths of the sea and 
hell give up their dead, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them.” 

 

 
 

A number of books are opened. Some list the deeds of every individual who has ever 
lived, “and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” 
Every sinful thought, word, and deed is recorded there. We may forget them but God never does 
(Eccl. 12:14). The sins in these books are read out to prove the guilt of all and also to determine 
the degree of punishment in the Lake of Fire (cf. Matt. 11:20-24). There will be no innocent 
people in hell! One of these books is called “the book of life” and only those whose names are 
written in this book are spared eternal judgment. This is the most important book in the 
universe. You whole eternal destiny hangs on whether your name is recorded there or not. Many 
church members will not have their names in “the book of life.” (cf. Matthew 7) One writer 
summed this up, 
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“The accused, all the unsaved who have ever lived, will be resurrected to experience a 
trial like no other that has ever been. There will be no debate over their guilt or 
innocence. There will be a prosecutor, but no defender, an accuser, but no advocate. 
There will be an indictment, but no defense mounted by the accused; the convicting 
evidence will be presented with no rebuttal or cross-examination. There will be an 
extremely unsympathetic Judge and no jury. There will be no appeal of the sentence He 
pronounces. The guilty will be punished eternally with no possibility of parole in a prison 
from which there is no escape and no hope. 

After the evidence is presented in this court, the defendant will be pronounced guilty and 
the awesome sentence carried out, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.” There they will join eternally the group that the Lake of Fire was intended for – 
the devil and his angels. Those who follow Christ will eternally reign with Him but those who 
choose to follow the devil will eternally suffer with him. Choices have eternal consequences.  

Hell is God’s eternal witness to His holiness and His hatred of sin. It is also a testimony 
to the depravity of the devil, his angels, and all the ungodly of humanity. If we truly understood 
the seriousness of our sin, we would fully understand why God had to create hell as the Lake of 
Fire. When God declared, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31), He 
truly meant it. 

 

 
 

 

The Lord Jesus’ words that day will take a deeper meaning to all of humanity, “And fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28) We either bow the knee to Christ on earth or we will be forced to bow 
the knee before Him as we await our eternal judgment.  


