
For 26 March 2017                                                                               Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 1 

“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Millennium – Part 1” (Revelation 20:1-6) 

Babylon the Great has been destroyed and the armies of the Antichrist have been defeated at the 
Battle of Armageddon. The Antichrist and the False Prophet were immediately cast into the 
Lake of Fire. We might expect that the Lord will proceed immediately to the Great White 
Throne Judgment and the Eternal Golden Age with a new heaven and a new earth. However, 
God’s ways are not our ways. His redemptive plan includes a parenthetical period of 1,000 years 
known as The Millennium (from two Latin words mille meaning “a thousand” and annum 
meaning “year”). This Millennium is the consummating bridge between the end of human 
history and the eternal state. It is an era when the curse is partially lifted from the earth but not 
completely. The Millennium is prophesied in detail in the Old Testament but the specific 
timeframe is set out in Revelation 20. The most popular premillennial view is the Pre-Tribulation 
Premillennial position (“pre” meaning Christ returns before the thousand year reign), which 
teaches a rapture of the Church before the beginning of the Tribulation and the Millennium. 

 

There are many who deny that Revelation 20 speaks of a literal, physical reign of Christ on earth 
for a Millennium. They are grouped in two main camps – Amillennialists and Postmillennialists. 
Both these camps apply the multiple Old Testament prophecies of a future physical kingdom for 
Israel with Christ physically reigning on earth from Jerusalem to be fulfilled spiritually by the NT 
church. Some Amillennialists/Postmillennialists do accept a re-gathering of racial Israel to her 
ancient homeland and even a spiritual revival amongst the Jews but this is through the witness of 
the “spiritual Israel” of the Church but they deny that there is then a physical reign of Christ 
from Jerusalem in a future millennium. This is a problematic way to approach Scripture. John 
MacArthur points out just one of many flaws in such an analysis, 

“It is inconsistent to argue that the cursings they pronounce apply literally to Israel, while 
the blessings they promise apply symbolically and spiritually to the church.  An example 
of inconsistency in the spiritualizing method of interpreting prophecy comes from the 
angel Gabriel’s words to Mary in Luke 1:31-33:  ‘And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called 
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the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no 
end.’  If, as all conservative scholars agree, Jesus was literally conceived in Mary’s womb, 
literally named ‘Jesus,’ literally became great, was literally ‘the Son of the Most High,’ will 
He not also literally reign on David’s throne over Israel?  Can the same passage be 
interpreted both literally and nonliterally?  Further, both amillennialists and 
postmillennialists interpret some prophetic events literally, such as Christ’s second 
coming, the Great White Throne judgment, and the new heavens and the new 
earth.  Why not interpret the millennial kingdom literally?”  

There are multiple prophecies that promise a future restored physical kingdom of Israel on the 
earth that remain unfulfilled (including, though not an exhaustive list, Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 9:6-7; 
Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 60; Isaiah 65; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 34:23-24; Ezekiel 
37:21-27; Ezekiel 40-48; Daniel 2:44; Micah 4:1-8; Haggai 2:6-9; Zechariah 12-14). These 
passages on a literal reading promise a time when Jesus Christ reigns from David’s throne over 
the whole earth from Jerusalem, the salvation of the Jews, the Gentile nations coming to worship 
and bringing their treasures to Jerusalem, and Israel having a prominent position. Even many 
Amillennialists and Postmillennialists accept that this is the clear conclusion from reading these 
texts in a literal manner. A conservative postmillennialist, Loraine Boettner concedes,  “It’s 
generally agreed that if the prophesies are to be taken literally they do foretell a restoration of the 
nation of Israel with Palestine with the Jews having a prominent place in the kingdom and ruling 
over the other nations.” A leading Amillennial commentator, Floyd Hamilton also admits,   

“Now we must frankly admit that a literal interpretation of the Old Testament 
prophecies gives us just such a picture of an early reign of the Messiah as the pre-
millennialist pictures. That was the kind of Messianic kingdom that the Jews of the time 
of Christ were looking for, on the basis of a literal interpretation of the Old Testament 
promises.” 

There is no compelling reason not to take these prophecies literally. It leads to arbitrary and 
frankly, absurd, interpretations of many prophetic parts of Scripture. One of the most prominent 
Amillennial scholars is Matthew Henry. Zechariah 14:4 clearly states that Christ will one day 
stand the Mount of Olives and it cleaves in two, “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north, and half of it toward the south.” Matthew Henry had to wrest this passage from its context and 
literal interpretation and force it into a new meaning. He argues that this verse has nothing to do 
with a physical coming of Christ to Israel but really means a spiritual cleaving where Jews and 
Gentiles are reconciled in the New Testament Church, 

“The partition-wall between Jews and Gentiles shall be taken away. The mountains about 
Jerusalem, and particularly this, signified it to be an enclosure, and that it stood in the 
way of those who would approach to it. Between the Gentiles and Jerusalem this 
mountain of Bether, of division, stood. But by the destruction of Jerusalem this 
mountain shall be made to cleave in the midst, and so the Jewish pale shall be taken 
down, and the church laid in common with the Gentiles, who were made one with the 
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Jews by the breaking down of this middle wall of partition, Eph. 2:14….And a great 
mountain the ceremonial law was in the way of the Jews’ conversion, which, one would 
think, could never have been got over; yet before Christ and his gospel it was made plain. 
This mountain departs, this hill removes, but the covenant of peace cannot be broken; 
for peace is still preached to him that is afar off and to those that are nigh.….A new and 
living way shall be opened to the new Jerusalem, both to see it and to come into it. The 
mountain being divided, one-half towards the north and the other half towards the 
south, there shall be a very great valley, that is, a broad way of communication opened 
between Jerusalem and the Gentile world, by which the Gentiles shall have free 
admission into the gospel-Jerusalem, and the word of the Lord, that goes forth from 
Jerusalem, shall have a free course into the Gentile world.” 

Henry is forced to adopt this strained interpretation because he refuses to accept that 
there will be a future literal kingdom on earth when Christ reigns from Jerusalem and Israel is re-
gathered and spiritually restored as stated in the rest of Zechariah 14. For if he accepts that 
Zechariah 14:4 is to be fulfilled literally then he logically has to accept that the rest of the chapter 
must refer to literal events also. Matthew Henry’s interpretation even flies in the face of the 
promise by the angels on the Mount of Olives, “Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) We all believe that Christ literally ascended from the Mount of 
Olives so why should we now reject that He will literally return to the Mount of Olives in 
accordance with Acts 1:11 and Zechariah 14:4? Those who are committed to the non-
premillennial understanding of the End Times are forced to deny the latter not because Scripture 
demands it, or even lends itself to that understanding, but because of the pre-suppositional 
commitment to their prophetic system.  

It is true that precious spiritual applications can be made from the Old Testament 
prophecies to Israel to the New Testament Church. But those applications should never be made 
at the expense of denying the literal fulfillment of those prophecies. Alan Cairns explains, “To 
turn such passages into a spiritual promise to the church may be allowable by way of application-
for there is a fundamental unity in all God’s gracious actions toward all sorts of men-but as a 
method of interpretation it is inadmissible.” 

And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 

years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. (v1-3) 

The chapter divisions between Revelation 19 and 20 are not in the original. So these two 
chapters are meant to be read together in a sequential manner. The descent of Christ to the earth 
to defeat the forces of Antichrist at the Battle of Armageddon in Revelation 19 immediately leads 
to the next event in redemptive history of Revelation 20. The last member of the unholy trinity 
of the devil, Antichrist, and the False Prophet must now be dealt with. John sees another angel 
in the subsequent vision to Armageddon suddenly appear from heaven. This angel descends to 
the earth, “having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.” God could have destroyed 
at the end of Revelation 19. But the Lord still has one more purpose to use the devil for God’s 
glory.  
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This angel carries with him, “the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.” The 
Greek word translated “bottomless pit” is the word abussou, which seems to be a temporary place of 
judgment for fallen angels before they are permanently condemned to eternity in the Lake of 
Fire (cf. Matt. 25:41). The key signifies that the angel has been given God’s authority to open and 
close the bottomless pit or abyss. 

 
 

This angel seizes the devil, binds him with a great chain, and casts him into the bottomless pit. 
There is much pointless debate by some about the chain – is it a metaphor or a literal chain? 
Some argue that a spirit creature cannot be bound by a chain so they feel the whole 1,000 year 
period is not, therefore, to be taken literally. However, the same argument could be used to 
refute the devil, demons, or the souls of the lost being literally incarcerated in the Lake of Fire 
yet few Christians would dispute their eternal incarceration on such a basis. Commenting on 2 
Peter 2:4, Alan Cairns notes,  

“The objection that if Satan’s binding is literal the chain that binds him must be literal is 
simply ludicrous. There can be no doubt that the fallen angels Peter speaks of are literally 
reserved in hell to the day of judgment. So are the chains of darkness he says they are 
held by chains made up of metal links? Just because a figure of speech or a symbol is 
used in describing an event does not make it any less literal.” 

The devil is given different names that reflect his true character. The title “dragon” reflects his 
cruel, violent nature and the term, “that old serpent” simply reflects his deceptive nature from the 
days of Eden in tempting Eve. The term “Devil” is the Greek Diabolos meaning “slanderer” and 
the term “Satan” is the Greek Satanus meaning “adversary.”  

There is a specific purpose on the limitation placed on the devil when he is bound in the 
bottomless pit, “that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after 
that he must be loosed a little season.” With the Antichrist, False Prophet, their followers, and now the 
devil removed from the earth, sin is greatly inhibited. Only believers (and presumably their infant 
children) will be left alive from the Tribulation Period to populate the kingdom. That doesn’t 
mean that sin is eradicated, as those born in the Millennium will still have fallen nature. But the 
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threefold temptation of the world, the flesh and the devil will be greatly reduced in their 
pernicious influence in an era when the most ungodly are removed from the earth and Christ is 
ruling from Jerusalem with a rod of iron in truth and righteousness.  

The Amillennialist (and Postmillennialist) generally argue that the devil is bound since the 
Cross. This they argue means he can no longer deceive the nations as a whole, as now the gospel 
is sent out to the Gentile nations since the Day of Pentecost. However, this argument is very 
unconvincing. The devil is clearly not bound now. He is free to roam this earth as “the god of this 
world.” (2 Cor. 4:4; cf. 1 Peter. 5:8) The majority of the people living in the nations of this world 
are under his sway. They are members of his family as children of disobedience. If this is 
regarded as the devil not deceiving the Gentile nations of this world, one wonders what would 
happen if God allowed the devil to deceive them! He must be on a very long chain! John 
MacArthur refutes this Amillennial argument, 

“Satan did not keep the Gentile nations from the knowledge of the truth before his 
alleged binding at the cross.  The Egyptians heard about the true God from Joseph and 
from the Israelites during the 400 years they lived in Egypt.  The Assyrians of Nineveh 
not only heard the truth from Jonah, but also repented (Matthew 12:41).  The Queen of 
Sheba heard about the true God from Solomon (1 Kings 10:1-19).  The Babylonians 
from Daniel and his Jewish friends and the Persians from Esther, Mordecai and 
Nehemiah. Further, in what sense is Satan restrained from deceiving the nations in the 
present age since he blinds the minds of unbelievers, 2 Corinthians 4:4, is now working 
in the sons of disobedience (Ephesians 2:2) and holds unbelievers captive (2 Timothy 
2:26), in his kingdom (Colossians 1:13)?”  

The devil is sealed in the bottomless pit, which evidences that he is there under royal judgment 
of the King of Kings. But God has one final purpose for the devil. At the end of the Millennium 
he will be released to lead the last rebellion on earth, “and after that he must be loosed a little season.” 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 

Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 

power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. (v4-6) 

The binding of the devil ushers in the beginning of the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ on the 
earth. The image changes from the devil to the saints of God, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands.” These group of the “they” of v4 are those who 
descended with Christ from heaven for the Battle of Armageddon in Revelation 19:19. We know 
that this group includes some of those martyrs from the Tribulation Period who are described, 
“and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands.”  

IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION A SPIRITUAL ONE? 
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The Greek word translated “resurrection” here is anastasis, which has been used over 40 times in 
the New Testament, and is always of a physical resurrection. There are some, like 
Ammillenialists, who argue that this “first resurrection” is referring to the spiritual resurrection of 
the new birth and that the 1,000 years here is a mere symbol of Christ ruling in victory through 
His church on the earth now. This is a problematic view. John cannot mean that this “first 
resurrection” is a mere spiritual one such as the new birth because he has just described those who 
have been martyred in physical death experiencing it! They cannot be martyred and then 
subsequently justified in conversion! Secondly, he makes clear that the unsaved who participate 
in v5 of the second resurrection are those who once were physically alive, have then physically 
died, and will live physically again in that resurrection, “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished.” If he is speaking of a literal, physical resurrection in v5 for the second 
resurrection, then there are no logical grounds for arguing that the first resurrection of v4 is not 
a literal, physical resurrection. A greater danger is that if we spiritualize v5 to make it fit with a 
spiritualization of v4 we end up in the heresy of universalism and declaring all of humanity 
eventually redeemed!  

 
 

NATURE OF THE MILLENNIUM 

Jerusalem will become the centre of worship and Government, “the LORD of hosts shall reign in 
mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.” (Isa. 24:23b) Jesus shall reign from 
David’s throne with His saints, “and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” The 
resurrected glorified saints will be resurrected and then rewarded by ruling with Christ to enforce 
God’s Word and adjudicate disputes. They also “shall be priests of God and of Christ,” as they lead in 
corporate worship and teach God’s will. This earthly Millennial reign of Christ and His saints is 
not a new revelation. The Gospels explicitly point to it as a future event, 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 
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house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. (Luke 1:32-33; 
cf. Acts 2:30; Isaiah 9:6-7) 

And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, 
in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye 
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every 
one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 
inherit everlasting life. (Matt. 19:28-29; cf. Daniel 7:27; Acts 1:6-8; 1 Cor. 6:2; 2 
Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:9-10) 

Not all participate in this first resurrection, “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished.” The unbelieving dead of all the ages are not resurrected until the end of the 
Millennium when we have the Great White Throne judgment. That second resurrection is 
explicitly distinguished and described later in this chapter, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in 
it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” (Rev. 20:13-14) 

 

 
  

 The reign of Christ over the earth from Jerusalem as Prince of Peace will bring a spiritual 
transformation over the earth. It will be a worldwide display of His glory like never before. Peace 
and justice will be ever present, 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 
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their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

 

 
 

As the Prince of Peace is reigning, even the animal world will be greatly affected, “The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD.” (Isaiah 65:25) John MacArthur 
sums up the radical changes, 

“Politically and socially, the rule of Christ and His saints will be universal (Ps. 2:6–8; Dan. 
2:35), absolute (Ps. 2:9; Isa. 11:4), and righteous (Isa. 11:3– 5). Spiritually, their rule will 
be a time when the believing remnant of Israel is converted (Jer. 30:5–8; Rom. 11:26) and 
the nation is restored to the land God promised to Abraham (Gen. 13:14–15; 15:18). It 
will be a time when the Gentile nations also will worship the King (Isa. 11:9; Mic. 4:2; 
Zech. 14:16). The millennial rule of Christ and the saints will also be marked by the 
presence of righteousness and peace (Isa. 32:17) and joy (Isa. 12:3–4; 61:3, 7). Physically, 
it will be a time when the curse is lifted (Isa. 11:7–9; 30:23–24; 35:1–2, 7), when food will 
be plentiful (Joel 2:21–27), and when there will be physical health and well-being (Isa. 
33:24; 35:5–6), leading to long life (Isa. 65:20).  

For centuries mankind has spoken of an ideal society utopia. Man has failed to achieve that by 
man’s efforts. Only the Perfect Man will bring true peace, justice, and rest. That will be when the 
Prince of Peace and King of Kings has defeated the Tribulation foes and rules in righteousness 
over this planet, “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and 
his name one.” (Zech. 14:9; cf. Habbk. 2:14) 


