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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Rider on the White Horse” (Revelation 19:10-21) 

Babylon the Great has been destroyed and the choirs in heaven have burst out in jubilant songs 
of praise. God has been glorified in His righteous judgments.   

 

 

 

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy 
brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (v10) 

John was deeply moved at the amazing worship of the attributes of God. No doubt he was 
particularly touched by the prospect of the marriage supper of the Lamb. As a consequence he 
mistook the messenger for the message and fell prostrate before him, “I fell at his feet to worship 
him.” This brought an immediate and direct rebuke from the angel, “See thou do it not: I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy.” He reminded John that Jesus Christ is the One to whom all the Bible points to, 
“for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  

There is a warning here for us all. Whilst there is a proper reverence for God’s servants 
commanded in Scripture, we must never substitute our respect for their office and labours for 
worship of them. The best of men are but men at the best. Perfection is only found in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The godliest of saints and most glorious of angels are merely servants. All enabling 
power and grace they receive is from God alone. Therefore God alone is worthy of worship.  

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many 
crowns; and He had a name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture 
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dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. (v11-14) 

Suddenly the One to whom all worship is due appears in John’s vision, “And I saw heaven opened, 
and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
descends from heaven on a white horse. He is known as “Faithful and True” and “The Word of 
God.” He is the truth and the life, who is the Faithful Servant. John identified Him in John 1 as 
the Word, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 
1:1) 

 

 

This rider is identified with his armies. This is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to judge the 
Antichrist and His followers, “and in righteousness He doth judge and make war.” That is why He is 
described in a warlike manner, “His eyes were as a flame of fire” and “And He was clothed with a vesture 
dipped in blood.” When the Lord Jesus last rode into Jerusalem he came on an ass’s colt in 
meekness. This time He will ride to the Holy City on a warhorse in judgment and conquest. He 
will be clothed in the bloodstained garments. These may be a reminder of that precious blood 
spilled at Calvary or it may be a symbol of the blood of his enemies that He will spill. John 
Phillips writes of this glorious scene:  

“Every nation that takes up arms against its neighbors seizes on some pretext to 
convince its people and the world that it has a righteous cause. Hitler claimed that his 
aggressions were just and a righteous redress of the grievances of Versailles. The Western 
world claimed that its cause was just, for they were fighting one of the most frightful 
dictatorships the world had ever known. And so it goes. But now here is One who truly 
claims that in righteousness He judges and makes war…. The Lord is a man of war! In 
righteousness He judges and makes war. The judging has been going on throughout the 
breaking of the seals, the blowing of the trumpets, and the pouring out of the bowls. 
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Now He makes war. He, who for long centuries has endured patiently the scoffings, the 
insults, the bad manners of men; who for ages has contemplated Calvary and all that it 
displayed of human hatred and contempt; and who, through the millennia has made 
peace through the blood of that cross, now makes war over that blood.” 

We often overlook the fact that the One who is known as “Faithful and True” and “The Word of 
God” will judge sin and sinners as He has promised in the Word. His holy nature demands a holy, 
righteous reaction to sin. This event is the fulfillment of an ancient promise that is repeated all 
over Scripture. For instance, Jude recounts Enoch preaching this very theme. 

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and 
to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches  which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him. (Jude 1:14-15; cf. 2 Thess. 1:8) 

 

 

Christ also emerges here as victorious over all of His enemies for “on His head were many crowns.” 
The word translated “crown” is diadema, which refers to the crown worn by a king rather than a 
victor’s garland. The fact that Christ is pictured with “many crowns” indicates that He is King over 
all the kings of the earth. It was a general custom for a victorious king to take the crowns of 
other kings he had defeated in battle (cf. 2 Sam. 12:30). The KING OF KINGS has now 
received the inheritance of the earth from all usurpers to His rightful rule as, “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 
11:15b) The hymn writer was accurate to pen the words of praise, “Crown Him with many 
crowns, the Lamb upon His throne….” The One who wore the crown of thorns in suffering for 
us will now wear His crowns of victory.  
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And out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the nations: and He shall rule them 
with a rod of iron: and He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He hath on 

his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (v15-16) 

Further evidence of the judgment He will execute is seen by the sharp sword in His mouth, “that 
with it He should smite the nations: and He shall rule them with a rod of iron.” This smiting of the nations 
is the Battle of Armageddon when the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and their followers are 
destroyed. This expression, “and He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God” is 
Old Testament language of the judgment of the Messiah taken from a common image. In the 
ancient world, the grapes were cut away from the vines in clusters and then thrown into a vat 
carved from rock or dug in the earth. The grapes were then trodden down by the feet of the 
workers, which resulted in the blood-red grape juice flowing out of the crushed grapes. This 
flowed from a narrow channel at the base of the vat to be collected to be fermented into wine. 
In the end time judgment it is graphically described in similar terms, “And the winepress was trodden 
without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and 
six hundred furlongs.” (Rev. 14:20)  

 

 
 

John MacArthur explains, 

“That vivid symbol of God’s wrath comes from the ancient practice of stomping on 
grapes as part of the wine-making process. The splattering of the grape juice pictures the 
pouring out of the blood of Christ’s enemies (cf. 14:18–20). The imagery of a wine press 
also portrays judgment in the Old Testament. Isaiah 63:1–3 describes Messiah’s 
destruction of Israel’s implacable foe, Edom, which represents the God-hating world.” 

The sword also is a symbol of the judgment of Christ on His enemies. MacArthur notes of this 
sword,  
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“The apostle had seen that sword in an earlier vision (1:16), where it was used to defend 
the church against the onslaught of Satan’s forces. Here it is the sword of judgment, the 
flaming sword dealing death to the King’s foes. That the sword comes out of His mouth 
symbolizes the deadly power of Christ’s words. Once He spoke words of comfort, but 
now He speaks words of death. As previously noted, the armies that accompany Christ 
when He returns carry no weapons. He alone wields the sword with which He will slay 
the wicked. And Christ will wield that sword with deadly effect as He strikes down the 
nations. His elect, both from the Gentile nations and from Israel, will be preserved; the 
wicked He will slaughter instantly. The dead will include all those gathered for battle at 
Armageddon; none will escape.” 

After the Battle of Armageddon and the judgment of the False Prophet and the Antichrist, the 
Millennium reign of Christ will begin. The unfolding of the next events is seen in the graphic 
below.  

 

Not all the inhabitants of the earth are destroyed at the Second Coming of Christ. Those that 
survive this battle at the end of the Great Tribulation Period are the remnant that refused to take 
the mark of the beast and their children. It is this remnant group that is preserved to enter the 
Millennium. Because amongst this group there are those with fallen natures, the Lord Jesus will 
have to control and discipline them, “and He shall rule them with a rod of iron.” All rebellions will be 
forcibly dealt with (cf. Zech. 14:16-21). This is why this period of the Millennium is distinct from 
the Eternal Golden Age. For in the latter Christ will not need to forcibly rule with discipline as 
there will be no one with a fallen nature in the Eternal Golden Age. The curse is only partially 
lifted in the Millennium but in the Eternal Golden Age it is completely lifted with a new heaven 
and a new earth. There is nothing new in this revelation of the future reign of Christ. It was the 
Head of the Church, who promised the saints in Thyatira that they would reign with Him over 
the nations in the Millennium,  
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And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of 
a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. (Rev 
2:26-27; cf. 5:10; 20:4; Psalm 2:8-9; 96:10-13; 1 Cor. 6:2) 

This ruling with a rod of iron is more than merely discipline. Alan Carr explains,  

“The word “rule” means to shepherd. After His enemies are defeated, the Lord Jesus will 
establish His Kingdom and He will lead the peoples of the earth like a shepherd leads his 
flock. He will, in that day, lead them beside all the still waters and He will cause them to 
lie down in the green pastures. He will be a shepherd to all men!” 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst 
of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of 

kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings of the 

earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived 
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into 
a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse, 

which sword proceeded out of His mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. (v17-21) 

The destruction of the Rider on the White Horse upon the forces of Antichrist are now 
described in detail in this subsequent vision. The angel calls upon the scavenger birds, “unto the 
supper of the great God” to feed on the millions of carcasses that have slain by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of 
horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.” 
Pharaoh’s army became fish food in the Red Sea and the Antichrist’s armies will become bird 
food! Despite the birds’ feasting on these remains that were scattered over 200 miles (cf. Rev. 
14:20), “and all the fowls were filled with their flesh” it will still take 7 months to bury the remaining 
corpses (cf. Ezek. 39:12). Joseph Seiss sums up this striking scene,  

“This tells already an awful story. It tells of the greatest of men made food for the 
vultures;—of kings and leaders, strong and confident, devoured on the field, with no one 
to bury them;—of those who thought to conquer Heaven’s anointed King rendered 
helpless even against the timid birds;—of vaunting gods of nature turned into its cast off 
and most dishonoured dregs. And what is thus foreintimated soon becomes reality. The 
Great Conqueror bows the heavens and comes down. He rides upon the cherub horse 
and flies upon the wings of the wind. Smoke goes up from his nostrils, and devouring 
fire out of his mouth. He moves amid storms and darkness, from which the lightnings 
hurl their bolts, and hailstones mingle with the fire. He roars out of Zion, and utters his 
voice from Jerusalem, till the heavens and the earth shake. He dashes forth in the fury of 
his incensed greatness amid clouds, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun frowns. The 
day is neither light nor dark. The mountains melt and cleave asunder at his presence. The 
hills bound from their seats and skip like lambs. The waters are dislodged from their 
channels. The sea rolls back with howling trepidation. The sky is rent and folds upon 
itself like a collapsed tent. It is the day for executing an armed world,—a world in 
covenant with Hell to overthrow the authority and throne of God,—and everything in 
terrified Nature joins to signalize the deserved vengeance.” 
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The Antichrist and the False Prophet will be dealt with in a very specific way, “And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.” These two individuals who had deceived the world with their false 
promises that the Antichrist was truly God are publicly shown to be liars by the real God. This 
Lake of Fire is the eternal destination of the devil and all of his followers – angelic and human. 
The Antichrist and the False Prophet get there first! Satan and the rest will join them in a 
thousand years later. MacArthur explains, 

“Hell has always existed, but this is its final form. Unlike Hades, the lake of fire is not a 
temporary holding place (cf. Luke 16:23) but a permanent place of incarceration and 
punishment. Brimstone is frequently associated with the fire of judgment (cf. 9:17; 14:10; 
20:10; Luke 17:29). That the beast and the false prophet are still in the lake of fire a 
thousand years later when Satan is cast there (20:10) is a convincing refutation of the 
false doctrine of annihilationism. As the two most evil, vile, blasphemous people who 
have ever lived, it is only fitting that these two be the first to arrive in that awful place. 
The New Testament is clear on the eternality of punishment (cf. 14:10–11; Matt. 13:40–
42; 25:41; Mark 9:43–48; Luke 3:17; 12:47–48).” 

This confrontation is referred to as “The Battle of Armageddon.” However, it is not truly a 
battle in the conventional sense as the King of Kings just arrives and destroys His enemies, “And 
the remnant were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth.” 
As soon as it begins it ends without a single shot being discharged in anger! It is no wonder the 
Psalmist marveled, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision.” (Psa. 
2:4) Zechariah detailed the same war in his prophecy, 

For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go 
forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 
Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought 
in the day of battle. And His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south. (Zech. 14:2-4; cf. Matt. 24:27-31)   

He went on to give us an insight into how the sword will devour the armies of the Antichrist,  

And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that 
have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand 
upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue 
shall consume away in their mouth. (Zech. 14:12) 

The proud warriors of the Antichrist arrive at Jerusalem anticipating a victory over the Jews 
there. They stubbornly resist God till the end. But God will deal with them at the last moment by 
an act of overwhelming sovereign power. Their weaponry and numbers will be hopeless when 
Christ steps in. All the instruments of man’s invention cannot touch the Creator. God will have 
the last word on the future of all His creatures. At the Name of Jesus every knee will bow.  
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The saints of God of all the ages have cried in anticipation for this glorious moment in 
human history. In His First Coming His glory was veiled and He suffered. But in His Second 
Coming He will come in power and glory to reign victoriously (cf. Matt. 25:31). Every eye shall 
see Him. We echo the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, 
the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, 
that the nations may tremble at thy presence! When thou didst terrible things 
which we looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy 
presence. For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived 
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared 
for him that waiteth for him. (Isaiah 64:1-4; cf. 2 Peter 3:13) 

There are three members of the False and unholy Trinity – the Antichrist Beast, the False 
Prophet, and the Devil Red Dragon. Two have been judged and are in the Lake of Fire. The final 
step is to deal with the Devil. Revelation 20 will detail that judgment.  

 

 
 
 


