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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Marriage Supper of the Lamb” (Revelation 19:1-9) 

Babylon the Great has been destroyed. The city that was the crown jewel of the Antichrist’s 
Empire is no more. A fatal blow has been struck at the Antichrist. The feet of clay are beginning 
to crumble! The time for the Antichrist and his Empire is almost up. Revelation 19 will usher in 
the greatest event in human history - the return of Jesus Christ to reign and rule in righteousness. 
Those who tied their futures with Babylon are in deep mourning and sorrow. But those who 
have anchored their souls to the heavenly Jerusalem have a very different reaction.  

 

 

The destruction of the citadel of the Antichrist’s power will elicit great praise from the saints of 
God. It signals the end of man’s attempt to rebel against his Creator. The call to rejoice came in 
Revelation 18:20. Now it will be realized.  

And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great 

whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. 
And again they said, Alleluia And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. (v1-3) 

Amid the scenes of great destruction on earth, John suddenly hears a great voice from heaven. 
This loud voice calls the saints to praise God for a number of things: 

(1) PRAISE HIM FOR HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT (v1-3) 

(2) PRAISE HIM FOR HIS SOVEREIGN RULE (v4-6) 

(3) PRAISE HIM THAT THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB IS READY (v7-9) 

These 3 things are worthy of our praise also on earth.  

PRAISE HIM FOR HIS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT (v1-3) 
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The saints of God have waited many millennia to see these things come to pass. Now with the 
smoke ascending from the ruins of Babylon they are called to praise God, “I heard a great voice of 
much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 
For true and righteous are His judgments: for He hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 
her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of His servants at her hand.” The word “Alleluia” is a Greek 
form of a compound Hebrew one hallelujah that simply means “Glory to God.” Praise and 
worship is to always be directed to God, “unto the Lord our God.” These saints are praising God 
for His, “Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power.” One aspect of this is His righteous judgment 
upon Babylon, “For true and righteous are His judgments.” 

There were many justifiable reasons for this terrible judgment. Babylon had promoted 
and indulged in great evil throughout the world, as it did “corrupt the earth with her fornication.” It 
was the mother of all immorality, idolatry, pride, and rebellion. 

 

 
 

Babylon had been the world sponsor of persecution of God’s people, “and hath avenged the blood of 
his servants at her hand.” Now God has taken vengeance on her. That was something that was 
praiseworthy. MacArthur explains, 

“The praise seen in heaven throughout Revelation (4:8-11; 5:9-14; 7:10-12; 11:15-18; 
15:3-4; 16:5-6) reaches a crescendo in this text. The heavenly rejoicing is not over the 
damnation of those who reject God (cf. Ezek. 18:23, 32; 33:11), but because Jesus Christ 
will soon remove those obstinate sinners from the world. God will then be properly 
honored, the Lord Jesus Christ enthroned, and the earth restored to its lost glory. 
Heaven rejoices because history is finally going to reach its culmination as the true King 
establishes His kingdom on earth.” 

The praise of the Lord for His righteous judgment is a common theme throughout 
Scripture. The very first recorded song of praise in the Bible is one that is focused on God’s 
judgment of the enemies of His people, 

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, 
saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse 
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and his rider hath he thrown into the sea……Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath 
he cast into the sea: his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red sea. The 
depths have covered them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. Thy right hand, 
O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O LORD, hath dashed in 
pieces the enemy. And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown 
them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed 
them as stubble. (Exodus 15:1, 4-7) 

Moses instructed Israel in his last sermon to similarly celebrate God’s judgment, “Rejoice, O ye 
nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, 
and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people.”(Deut. 32:43) Christ’s return will right every wrong. 
For Him to reign and rule in righteousness means that evil must be judged.  
 

 
 

(2) PRAISE HIM FOR HIS SOVEREIGN RULE (v4-6) 

And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, 
Amen; Alleluia. And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear 
him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 

and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. (v4-6) 

A second reason why God is worthy of praise is His sovereign rule over this universe. All are 
called to praise this attribute of God, “Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small 
and great.” These 24 elders we have met in Revelation 4 and 5. These elders were representatives 
of the people from both the 12 tribes and the 12 apostles. These are the representatives of the 
Old Testament Church of Israel and the New Testament Church of both Jew and Gentile who 
make up the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12,13; Eph. 5:30). 

SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate governor of the universe, “who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will” (Eph. 1:11). All mankind is hemmed in by it. No person or 
circumstance could thwart the sovereign plan of God, “But our God is in the heavens: He hath done 
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whatsoever He hath pleased.” (Psa. 115:3) There is not an atom of this world that is not under His 
sovereign knowledge and control, “And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” (Col. 
1:17) God is the absolute Sovereign Ruler of this world independent of and unlimited by anyone 
else. He is the sovereign over: 

(i) What happens 

(ii) When it happens 

(iii) How it happens 

(iv) Why it happens 

and even (iv) What happens after it happens.  

This is always true of all events in every culture, in every continent, and in every century. The 
Bible makes clear that God does not cause sin, but that He works through the sinful actions of 
men for His glory and purposes. The sovereignty of God means that He not only sees 
whatsoever will come to pass but that He upholds all things, He governs and directs all events in 
all the time and in every circumstance for His own glory.  

The Scriptures reveal God as not only here with us but also that He is everywhere, within 
and without, sustaining all things, and guiding every event in history to a glorious consummation. 
Almighty God rules nations, families, and also individuals. He works often hidden amid the 
shadows, undetected by so many but still at work weaving a cosmic tapestry in the lives of His 
saints to demonstrate His glory and power. Man has no true foresight and knows not what a day 
will bring forth. Only God perfectly knows the future and only God has the power to act upon 
the basis of foreknowledge. In the words of R.C. Sproul, “God doesn’t roll dice.” 

No matter what your problem is today, remember God is at work in the midst of it. He 
knows, He cares, and He is working through it for your ultimate good. Look for the finger of 
God in even the common events of your life. There are no accidents with God, only incidents as 
His divine plan is working itself out in your life. 

(3) PRAISE HIM THAT THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB IS READY (v7-9) 

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath 
made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 

linen is the righteousness of saints. And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. And He saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. (v7-9) 

The third reason that is given is that now is the moment for the great marriage supper of the 
Lamb. The emphasis here is not on the marriage of the bride but the “marriage of the Lamb” as 
Christ is the centre of attraction. At this exact moment, God’s plan for the ages is finally 
complete, “for the marriage of the Lamb is come.” Man has waited for thousands of years since the 
Fall in Eden for this wonderful occasion. The bride is now ready. Jesus Christ has completed the 
mansion for His bride, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:2-3) All are called to rejoice, “Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honour to Him.” 
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There is great debate over the meaning of many aspects of this event such as the identity 
of the bride and the marriage supper. Sometimes this controversy undermines the joyous 
thought of the coming of Christ for His people. More heat than light is demonstrated sadly.  

ANCIENT WEDDING CEREMONY 

The key to understanding this event is to study the context of ancient Middle Eastern wedding 
ceremonies. There were a number of distinct stages: 

(1) BETROTHAL – This goes further than our modern concept of engagement. The 
parents of both the bride and groom often agree the arrangements many years before the 
actual wedding ceremony. It was considered legally binding. Any unfaithfulness during 
the engagement was considered adultery and a writ of divorce would have to be used to 
dissolve the betrothal (cf. Matt. 1:18-19).  

(2) PRESENTATION – Once the groom has prepared a marital home and is ready to go 
through the wedding ceremony, there is then the presentation stage. This may be many 
years after the betrothal agreement has been executed. The groom will make his way to 
the bride’s home and publicly claim her there. He will bring her to the ceremony, 
presenting her as his bride. After this public presentation elaborate festivities would 
begin known as the “wedding supper.” Depending on the wealth and social status of the 
parties, these festivities could last for many days.  

(3) CEREMONY – The final stage once the festivities of the wedding supper were 
completed is the actual marriage ceremony. This would involve an exchange of vows. 
The newly married couple are then free to leave the marriage supper with the privileges 
and responsibilities of married life.  

The context of the ancient wedding rituals and practices must now be applied to the relationship 
of Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as the Bride. Charles Swindoll explains,  

“The analogy of the church’s marriage to Christ reflects these ancient Jewish wedding 
customs. In God the Father’s foresight, He chose the church “before the foundation of 
the world” (Eph. 1:4). When sinners are saved, they are betrothed to Christ – a binding 
relationship that is still awaiting its complete realization. At the presentation, the church 
will be raptured to meet the Lord in the air (Matt. 25:1-13; 1 Thess. 4:17). Then, at the 
wedding feast of the Lamb, the final consummation will begin as Christ and the church 
take their places to reign over the earth (Rev. 20:4-6) 

The Bible often uses the marriage relationship as a metaphor for the relationship between Christ 
and His church. Paul speaks of the betrothal, “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:2) The Apostle 
also speaks of the presentation phase, 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
(Eph. 5:25-27) 
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This presentation phase will occur when the saints of God are caught up to meet Christ at His 
Second Coming until the First Resurrection. The final union is consummated at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb at the end of the Tribulation Period.  

 

 
 

BUT WHO  IS THE BRIDE? 

Some Pre-Tribulation advocates, like Swindoll, Wiersbe, MacArthur etc. identify the bride as 
solely the NT church and the guests as the OT saints and the Tribulation saints. They argue that 
the invitation, “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb” means there must 
be a distinction between the bride and the guests. Wiersbe explains,  

“Today, the church is “engaged” to Jesus Christ; and we love Him even though we have 
not seen him (I Peter 1:8). One day, He will return and take His bride to heaven (John 
14:1-6; I Thess. 4:13-18). At the Judgment Seat of Christ, her works will be judged and all 
her spots and blemishes removed. This being completed, the church will be ready to 
return to earth with her Bridegroom at the close of the Tribulation to reign with Him in 
glory (see Luke 13:29; Matt. 8:11). Some students believe that the entire Kingdom Age 
will be the “marriage supper.” …….This invitation goes out to the guests, believers from 
the Old Testament era and the Tribulation. During the eternal state, no distinctions will 
be made among the people of God; but in the Kingdom Ate, differences will still exist as 
the church reigns with Christ and as Israel enjoys the promised messianic blessings.” 

This limiting of the bride to simply the NT Church saints is popular within dispensational circles. 
However, it is an unnecessary limitation. Throughout the Bible the Lord refers to Israel as a 
bridal spouse (cf. Isa. 54:5-6; 62:5; Jer. 31:32; Ezek. 16:7-14). The prophet Isaiah foretells that 
Israel will partake in a future marriage feast, 

And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
lees well refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 
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death in victory; and the LORD God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 
hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. (Isa. 25:6-9) 

The true Church of Jesus Christ is a Church that spans both the Old Testament Age and the 
New Testament Age from Abel to the last saint to be saved in the Tribulation Period. Stephen 
explained in his sermon that the Old Testament saints were part of the Old Testament church, 
“This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and 
with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us” (Acts 7:38). The writer to the Hebrews 
referred to this universal church in Hebrews 12, 

But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, (Heb. 12:22-23) 

The Westminster Confession rightly states that the Church is the universal entity, “which is 
invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into 
one, under Christ the Head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of Him that fills all 
in all.” (Chapter 25, Sec. 1)  

THE CHURCH IS THE BRIDE 

So the “wife” in Revelation 19 is the universal church of Jesus Christ. She has been called out 
over thousands of years in preparation for this occasion, “for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife hath made herself ready.” She has been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb so she 
is, “arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” (cf. Psa. 45:13-14) 
The long wait is now over. Joyful celebrations now begin.  

I believe it is right to regard the marriage supper as being the millennium. Although there 
are no “second class” believers at the marriage supper of the Lamb, there are distinct roles to be 
played in the millennium. In heaven, different orders of angels have different roles to play. The 
12 Apostles, the Gentiles, and the re-gathered Israel have different roles to play in God’s 
millennial kingdom on earth.  

Israel as a nation will be re-gathered to the land of Israel (Zech. 12:6), saved by faith in 
the Messiah in the Tribulation (Zech. 12:10), and will then become the spiritual light to all the 
Gentile nations of the world in the millennium (Zech. 8:23; Isa. 45:14; 49:6). This light will shine 
from Jerusalem (Zech. 14:16-21) as Christ reigns from David’s throne there. (Zech. 14:9; Ezekiel 
37:21-25) The natural branch of Israel will at this point in history be fully grafted back into the 
olive tree (Rom 11:24-26). 

All the distinct covenant promises to Israel will be distinctly fulfilled at that time! They 
are not now fulfilled in the NT Church as some wrongly imagine. Alan Cairns explains this well, 
“To turn such passages into a spiritual promise to the church may be allowable by way of 
application-for there is a fundamental unity in all God’s gracious actions toward all sorts of men-
but as a method of interpretation it is inadmissible.” So, in this limited sense there will be a 
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distinction between Israel as a nation and the New Testament Church as different expressions of 
the universal church in the Tribulation and the millennium.  

 

 

The glorified saints of God will participate in the First Resurrection and then rule and 
reign with Christ (cf. Isa. 32:1; Matt. 19:28; Rev. 5:10; 20:5-6). Only God knows how all these 
groups will fully interact. But all the righteous saints (some in glorified bodies and others in 
mortal bodies) are invited and will participate in the marriage supper of the Lamb.  

 

 
 

 

  


