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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Fall of Babylon – Part 2” (Revelation 18:8-24) 

Revelation 18 is a terrifying chapter of the destruction of the economic power of the Antichrist. 
Babylon the Great will discover she is far from invincible before the Almighty Hand of God. 
This proud, wealthy, corrupt, idolatrous, self-confident, wealthy city will melt in the heat of 
God’s judgment. The city that was the crown jewel of the Antichrist’s Empire will be no more. 
The devil’s monument to sin will become God’s monument to the judgment of sin.  

 

 
 

Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned 
with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her. (v8) 

The destruction of Babylon is sudden and comprehensive, “and she shall be utterly burned with fire.” 
Not a cent remains in this city to be recovered. What a turnaround for the proud city of the 
Antichrist. This is not down to coincidence or bad luck, “for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” 
The devil and his millions of demonic followers cannot save it when God steps in. He has the 
last word on it.  

 Many will have invested their futures in Babylon. It is no surprise that those who have 
the most to lose by its demise cry the loudest. Those consumed by the power and prosperity of 
this wicked city now are seen in deep lamentation. They had devoted themselves to her and she 
has now proven to be worthless. This sorrow will last eternally. 

And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and 
lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, 

Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. (v9-10) 

The leaders of the nations that make up the confederacy of rulers that surrendered to the 
Antichrist, will see their dreams for world domination literally go up in smoke. The sense of 
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powerlessness to prevent the loss will be immense, “Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, 
Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come.” They will not 
mourn because of their sins but because they have backed the wrong horse! We can imagine the 
shock and anger as they witness either from a distance or by media the destruction of the city.  

And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: 
The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and 
scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of 
brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, 

and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. And the 
fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed 
from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, 
shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that 
was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in 

one hour so great riches is come to nought. (v11-17a) 

Another grouping that will be devastated at the destruction are the merchants or business 
people. They have invested much in the future of Babylon. Their fortunes are tied to it, “which 
were made rich by her.” The long list of material things is reveals how Babylon is viewed from the 
perspective of fallen man.  

 

 

What seemed to be a guaranteed investment has now spectacularly failed. This list is more about 
luxuries than necessities. This is a picture of a people consumed with materialism. John Phillips 
writes: 

“What a catalog of opulence! What a vivid picture of a great, commercial city, trafficking 
in every luxury the heart could desire. This is the world’s great Vanity Fair. It offers 
articles of adornment and display, beautiful things to grace the mansions of the world's 
millionaires. It deals in exotic spices and perfumes, in delicacies for the table, in 
provisions for banquets, in slaves, and in the souls of men. And Babylon imported all 
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these things... Babylon’s demand for this world’s goods was insatiable; ever it clamored 
for more and more!” 

The world economy is now in an unprecedented meltdown. Almost nothing can be traded, “for 
no man buyeth their merchandise any more.” These merchants are not grieving at the loss of human life 
but rather at the loss to their investments! Money was the real god of their lives that their “soul 
lusted after” and it had failed them. They had successfully overcome the turbulence of the 
Tribulation period by taking the mark of the beast and devoting themselves to the Antichrist in 
body, soul, and mind. Now it had all been for nothing. MacArthur notes, “Whatever economic 
activity will have been taking place on an earth reeling under the escalating difficulty brought on 
by the catastrophic divine judgments will then come to a halt.”  

John records, “and thou shalt find them no more at all.” The Greek words translated “no 
longer” here is a double double negative (literally it is: “thou shalt no longer not no more find 
them.”) This is the most powerful form of negation in Greek grammar. It is used to emphasize 
the fact that the loss of these things will be eternally irreversible. There is no way back. To make 
matters worse this great prosperity crumbled in one hour! The sense of immediate and eternal 
desolation is overwhelming and they throw dust on their heads to symbolize this.  

The cries of these merchants is instructive, “Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine 
linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great 
riches is come to nought.” We live in a deeply materialistic society. Many, even believers, are 
possessed by their possessions. They spend their lives thinking of ways to accumulate more. We 
think, like these merchants, that the definition of success is to be, “clothed in fine linen, and purple, 
and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls.” But we forget that these things are 
temporal. They can be lost in a moment of time by ill health, business collapse, theft etc. They all 
will certainly be lost in death. Then we will discover this truth, “For in one hour so great riches is come 
to nought.”  

There is one word that describes what we leave behind – EVERYTHING! That’s good 
to remember especially when we live in a place of rampant materialism. “But the end of all things is 
at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer” (1 Peter 4:7) the apostle Peter warned in his first 
epistle. This is a theme that runs throughout all of Scripture. In 2 Peter 3:7 we are reminded, 
“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” Despite the fact that every true Christian believes the 
truth of every Word of God, yet seemingly we forget this so easily. We tend to become too 
attached to the things of this world. Our conversation is often filled with excited anticipation as 
we contemplate the increased price of our properties, our rising stocks and shares, and the 
increased wealth of Singapore. The Lord Jesus Christ posed two of the most profound questions 
in Mark 8:36-37, 

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Jesus Christ uses a hyperbole here to demonstrate that even if you were to gain the whole of this 
world and lose your soul then you have got a bad bargain! You cannot take the things of this 
world with you nor can you purchase another life here on earth. Our bodies will perish but our 
souls live on in eternity. Sadly, we spend so much time and money on our human bodies (which 
we know so soon corrupts) and so little time on the state of our souls.  
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There are not many things in this world that you can actually count on. Governments 
come and go. House prices and stock prices can fluctuate wildly. We need to remember that the 
things of this world will pass away but what we store in heaven can never be destroyed. Peter 
reminds us we have, “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you.” (1 Peter 1:4) 

 

 

And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 
And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city! And they cast 
dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great city, wherein were made rich all 

that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. (v17b-19) 

A third group is seen bewailing over the destruction of Babylon. These sailors are the traders of 
the sea. They were those who had profited much from their association with this wicked city, 
“wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness!”  

 

 
 

Trade flowed into ancient Babylon through its maritime links through the Persian Gulf to the 
rest of the World from the Indian Ocean. Even today the Persian Gulf and its coastal areas are 
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the world’s largest single source of crude oil. It was reported in 2002 that nearly two-thirds of the 
world’s crude oil reserves, and about 35% of the world’s natural gas reserves are in this area. 
Many of these countries are fabulously wealthy. It is not hard to imagine that the Antichrist will 
make the new Babylon a centre of wealth and opulence. Those who trade with her will become 
rich.  

These sailors had thought the Antichrist’s Babylon was invincible, “What city is like unto 
this great city!” However, they now admit that God is the instrument of the destruction, “for God 
hath avenged you on her.” It is a tragedy that they know that this is the finger of God’s judgment yet 
still refuse to repent.  

Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her. (v20) 

This seems to be a call to those in glory to rejoice as God is answering their prayers for 
vengeance against the Antichrist and his followers. The saints were praying these imprecatory 
prayers in Revelation 6:9-10,  

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them 
that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And 
they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

They had been promised that in a little while God would take vengeance, “And white robes were 
given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their 
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” (Revelation 6:11) 
now, this vengeance is being poured out. MacArthur explains the basis of this rejoicing, 

“Heaven rejoices, not over the damnation of sinners, but because of the triumph of 
righteousness, the exaltation of Jesus Christ, the elimination of His enemies, and the 
arrival of His kingdom on the earth.” 

And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence 
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers, and 
musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever 
craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; 

And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall 
be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all 

nations deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 
earth. (v21-24) 

The angel took a millstone to represent the destruction of Babylon. The millstone hitting the sea 
symbolized the sudden overthrow of Babylon and its burial into the depths of the sea would 
symbolize that this city is lost forever. Its wealth and prestige will never again be recovered. 
Never again would entertainment or trade be heard or seen, “And the voice of harpers, and musicians, 
and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, 
shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee.” The noise 
of happiness and celebration would be no more, “And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in 
thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee.” The tycoons of 
Babylon may once have been giants on the earth, “for thy merchants were the great men of the earth” but 
they aren’t anymore. The city that seemed so alive is now dead! 
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This destruction was fully just. Babylon had received amazing grace by multiple warnings 
and signs of God’s anger against its sin. God had acted fairly as “for by thy sorceries were all nations 
deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” 
The city was the centre of the deception of the Gentile nations. MacArthur explains that this 
word “sorceries” has a sinister meaning, 

“Sorcery is from pharmakeia, the root word of the English words “pharmacy” and 
“pharmaceuticals.” The word is used in the New Testament to refer to magic and occult 
practices (9:21; Gal. 5:20). Babylon’s hold on the world will not be entirely due to her 
military and economic power, but also to her occult influence.” 

 

 
 

This was a city that had promoted and celebrated great evil. It was a system that had degraded 
itself in sin. Now all that was left was for God to destroy a system that had first destroyed itself. 
The destruction of the citadel of the Antichrist’s political and economic power will fatally wound 
his empire. The fall of Babylon is at the beginning of the end. The last step will be the 
destruction of the Antichrist, his armies, and the False Prophet. This will occur in Revelation 19. 
Armageddon is just around the corner.  

 
 


