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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Fall of Babylon – Part 1” (Revelation 18:1-7) 

Revelation 18 is still detailing the destruction of the Antichrist’s Empire. The previous chapter 
dealt with the destruction of the religious side of it whereas this chapter is more focused on the 
destruction of its economic structures. This is a very sobering chapter of God’s work. John 
MacArthur notes of this whole context, 

“But nowhere in Scripture is there a more detailed description of the coming judgment 
than in Revelation 6-18. Those chapters describe the future seven-year period known as 
the Tribulation. Summing up what they reveal about that period, God’s judgment will 
rain down on the earth in the form of the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments. Although 
those judgments will be worldwide in scope, they will focus particularly on Antichrist’s 
world empire of Babylon. That empire will involve both a religious and a commercial 
aspect. At the midpoint of the Tribulation, Antichrist will destroy the false Babylonian 
religious system, which will be absorbed into commercial Babylon. Religion will not cease 
to exist, but will be restricted to the worship of Antichrist. The Babylon in view in 
chapter 18 is Antichrist’s worldwide commercial empire, which will rule the world during 
the last three and half years of the Tribulation. That Antichrist will be able to build the 
greatest commercial empire the world has ever known in the midst of the devastating 
judgments of the Tribulation reveals his incredible power.” 

 

 

 

And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was 
lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, 
and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her 

delicacies. (v1-3) 
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The vision changes now to a new one from the previous chapter. Another angel appears with a 
message of judgment, “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen.” This is 
the moment of the fulfillment of the previous prophecy that John heard, “And there followed 
another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev. 14:8) God had warned the Empire of the Antichrist repeatedly by 
the seven seal, seven trumpet, and seven vial judgments. The 2 witnesses, the 144,000, and 
countless Tribulation saints had given testimony of impending doom. God’s day of grace was 
now over. The Empire of iron and clay will now melt in the heat of God’s wrath.  

 Babylon is being judged now because the angel reveals it, “is become the habitation of devils, 
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” We know that during the 
sixth trumpet judgment that there was a great concentration of demonic forces that numbered at 
least 200 million demons in this vicinity, 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God, Saying to the sixth angel which had the 
trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. And 
the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a 
month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. And the number of the army 
of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number 
of them. (Rev. 9:13-16) 

The angel reveals a further reason for this destruction of Babylon, “For all nations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” The Antichrist’s Empire had 
a pernicious influence over the leaders of the world and their nations. The business world of the 
“merchants of the earth” was intoxicated with the wealth they made by their economic links to this 
wicked system. They had become rich through taking the mark of the beast. The immoral party 
has been in full swing. The good times didn’t seem to have any end. Man was eating, drinking 
and being merry.  But now the party’s over!  

 There is much debate over whether the Babylon mentioned in Revelation 18 is a literal 
city or merely a symbol of the whole Empire like the term “Wall Street” is used as a metaphor 
for the US Financial system. John MacArthur has a balanced conclusion that it is most likely the 
nerve centre of the Empire, 

“Though some commentators view it is a symbol for Antichrist’s whole godless system, 
the Babylon described in chapter 18 is most likely an actual city. It is called a city five 
times in the chapter (vv. 10, 16, 18, 19, 21), and other features in the text imply that a 
literal city is in view. Since the test plainly describes Babylon as a city, and there is 
nothing in the context to indicate otherwise, it is safest to view it as a real city. The 
specific Old Testament prophecies of Babylon’s destruction and perpetual desolation 
(Isa. 13:19-22; 14:22-23; Jer. 50:13, 39; 51:37), as yet unfulfilled, also argue that chapter 
18 describes an actual city. But while Babylon will be an actual city, its influence will be 
worldwide. As Antichrist’s capital city, it will be the hub and represent his commercial 
empire. Thus, the judgment and destruction of Babylon will kill the head, and the rest of 
the body of Antichrist’s whole world empire will follow in death.” 

 



For 12 February 2017                                                                          Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 3 

 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 

iniquities. (v4-5) 

There may well be believers, like Lot, on earth at this time living in Babylon. They are attracted 
to the riches of the Antichrist’s Babylon. Such people hold their noses at the sins flaunted there 
in order to have access to the wealth and glamour of this place. Lot had to be dragged out of 
Sodom by the angels. We are told that even with just minutes to go before the destruction fell on 
Sodom that Lot lingered. He was slow when he should have been fast. His hesitancy was a 
consequence of his love for material things. This man was determined to die rich. Although he 
was repulsed by the immorality of Sodom, he was willing to tolerate this in order to enjoy the 
material pleasures that Sodom provided for him. Lot’s lack of urgency to give up sin even 
though he knew it would destroy him is a common sign of a backslidden condition. Steve Cole 
summed up the sad life of Lot, 

“Lot had moved to Sodom to pursue the good life (Gen. 13:10). He had done well 
financially. He had a house in a prosperous city (Ezek. 16:49). He may have had a seat on 
the city council, as seen in his sitting in the gate (comparable to city hall). But he ends up 
escaping with the clothes on his back, losing his wife, and hiding in a cave with his two 
daughters who make him drunk and commit incest with him so that they can have 
children. Lot is a sad picture of a man who sought to gain his life, but lost it. He was 
saved by the grace of God, but saved so as through fire (1 Cor. 3:15) - singed, stripped of 
everything, traumatized by the severe discipline of the Lord.” 

God’s final call to those in the Antichrist’s Babylon is, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” The voice of condemnation is followed by 
the voice that demands separation. The temptation to associate with Babylon will be powerful in 
the heat of the Tribulation judgments. Some will not be able to disassociate themselves. They 
must be called out. That truth is equally applicable to us today. We are not to be entangled with 
the things of this world.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A WORLDLY PERSON? 
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The Apostle John also commands every believer, 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. (1 John 2:15-16) 

James is equally forthright, 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God. (James 4:4) 

The Greek word here in 1 John 2:15 and James 4:4 that is translated “world” is kosmos. We get our 
English word cosmetics from this Greek word. In this context it has the idea of ordered or 
adornment such as the ornaments worn by women (it is translated that way in 1 Tim. 2:9). 
However, the adorning here in 1 John 2:15 and James 4:4 is in a negative context. The word 
kosmos here means the adornments or attractions of the ungodly world around us. This is 
reflected in the world’s philosophies, fashion, art, music, dress, language, social habits, morals etc. 
These are the adornments of the world of men and women who are living alienated from God. 
They are designed by values that are anti-God and anti-Christianity. What God says is right, these 
values argue are wrong and vice versa. It never changes from generation to generation, although 
it may be repackaged in different forms.  

These worldly adornments lead the gullible to worship at the false gods of this world. 
The idols or gods of this age include sensuality, beauty, power, money, and achievement. People 
are consumed by sacrificing at their dedicated shrines such as spas, office blocks, stadiums, or 
banks. There they sacrifice their reputation, family life, health, and spiritual life in order to 
appease the ruthless and insatiable demands of these idols or gods.  

The result of this unholy alliance is, as one commentator aptly described, “The world has 
become a little churchy, but the Church has become immensely worldly.” Sadly, very few believers today 
would find themselves charged by the townsfolk of Vanity Fair of not conforming to the values 
of such a place. The Bible takes worldliness very seriously. It labels worldliness as spiritual 
adultery and warns that anybody who loves the world cannot be a friend of God. Jesus Christ 
said, “Ye cannot serve God and Mammon” (Luke 16:13). Many professing Christians, like Lot, 
attempt to do this and ultimately fail. But Christ did not say “Ye should not serve God and 
Mammon,” but emphatically, “ye cannot” serve them both.  

The temptation to worldliness is a powerful struggle for us all. It has affected many 
Christians over the centuries. Even mature believers like Hezekiah fell into the sin of worldly 
pride at the end of his life (cf. 2 Kings 20:12-19). We live in an ungodly world and it is hard to 
resist the power of it. It may take time, but the sin of worldliness always has its consequences – 
just ask Lot or Samson! We need to be continually examining ourselves and asking: What do I 
truly love? Would we rather have Jesus than the things of this world? Daily make the choice to live for God 
by continually reminding yourself that, “the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). 

For many years the Antichrist’s Empire seemed invincible. It had rapidly taken over the 
whole world religiously and economically. All the rulers of the earth had bowed the knee in 
submission. The merchants of the business world were subservient to it also. But the party is 
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now over. The cup of iniquity is full and overflowing, “For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities.” The sins of Babylon will do what the original tower of Babel failed 
to do for they will reach heaven!  

 

 
 

Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she 
hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and 
sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. (v6-7) 

There is a cry here for vengeance upon this evil city. It is reminiscent of the imprecatory Psalms 
and the prayers of the martyred saints in Revelation 6:10, “And they cried with a loud voice, saying, 
How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 
Their cry in heaven is for God to execute justice on the Antichrist and his followers. This plea is 
acknowledging that only God can invoke vengeance on the wicked. They plead two of His divine 
attributes – God’s holiness and God’s truth as the basis of their cry. The Apostle Paul reminded 
the Thessalonican believers that such vengeance is a righteous thing, “Seeing it is a righteous thing 
with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you.” (2 Thess. 1:6) Dave Guzik observes, 

“When God’s people are persecuted, He will set it right. It isn’t wrong for God's people 
to ask Him to do what He promised to do. In this way the blood of Abel cried out from 
the ground for vengeance (Genesis 4:10), as did the blood of unavenged murders in the 
land of Israel (Numbers 35:33).” 

This double vengeance is entirely in keeping with Scripture. In the OT law, those who had 
broken the law were required to return double restitution (cf. Exod. 22). Israel paid that penalty, 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD'S 
hand double for all her sins. (Isaiah 40:2; cf. Jeremiah 16:18; 17:18) 

Now Babylon must pay double. MacArthur notes,  
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“Further stating his request that God fully punish Babylon, the angel asks that in the cup 
which she has mixed, God would mix twice as much for her. Fittingly, in the very cup 
that Babylon used to deceive the nations (v. 3; 14:8; 17:2, 4; Jer. 51:7) she is to receive a 
double portion of God’s wrath.  

The attitude of Babylon is revealed here, “How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so 
much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no 
sorrow.” Ancient Babylon was a city of pride, immorality, corruption, wealth, and idolatry. It was 
man’s attempt to live independently of God in his own Empire.  
 

 
 

Because of her great pride, Babylon will be judged severely, “much torment and sorrow give her.” The 
plagues that will destroy Babylon are similar to those described in the 7th vial judgment. The 
second Babylon will now taste hell before its inhabitants are banished to the torments of the 
Lake of Fire for eternity. God will not be mocked. As MacArthur notes, 

“Throughout history the petty kingdoms and empires built by proud, arrogant, God- 
rejecting rebels have come and gone. The spirit of humanism first expressed at Babel has 
permeated human history ever since. Unshakably optimistic despite centuries of war, 
slaughter, injustice, and cruelty, people still seek a utopia, to be brought about by 
humanity’s upward scientific progress. Having taken control (so they think) of their own 
destiny through science, sinners have no use for God and haughtily replace Him as self-
styled gods devoted to their own sovereignty. But God cannot be so easily replaced, nor 
His plans thwarted by the whims of sinful men (Isa. 43:13; 46:10)….The inescapable 
reality is that God, not man, will have the last word in human history, and that word will 
be a word of judgment.” 

 
 


