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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Final World Religion – Part 2” (Revelation 17:5-18) 

Revelation 17 is focused on the religious system that underpins the Antichrist’s Empire. This will 
be the final world religion, which is symbolized by a whore riding the beast of the Antichrist.  

 

 
 

And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. (v5) 

The name written on the head of the harlot has given rise to much speculation. In the ancient 
world it was common for prostitutes to identify themselves with a name on their forehead. 
Jeremiah speaks of this, “Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and 
thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.” (Jer. 3:3) 

 This whore as “MYSTERY BABYLON” is the symbol of all the false religions of the 
world united in one great final world religion. Babylon Babylon has been the centre of 
opposition to God from ancient days. It has spawned many other false religions as, “THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” This has made her 
influence far reaching, hence the name, “BABYLON THE GREAT.” She has birthed every 
“ism” that dilutes, undermines, and opposes the doctrine that a man is saved by faith alone in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ. Now, the mystery of the end times is that all these unclean 
daughters of the ancient mother will unite together under her again.  

From ancient days, the devil has sought to build a world empire and religion from 
Babylon to be ruled by his false christ. God thwarted this at the Tower of Babel. However, Satan 
will not give up easily. He has pursued his evil dream of controlling this world for millennia. The 
end times will be the consummation of this. His seemingly greatest moment will be when 
Mystery Babylon religion is united to the Antichrist in the future. Together the final world 
religion will join hands with the Antichrist to promote bloodshed, idolatry, immorality, and 
rebellion against the Will of God. The characteristics of the days of Noah and the days of Lot 
will be prevalent.  
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The movement towards this evil goal is apparent today. There are organised attempts to 
bring all the major religions of the world together under one interfaith structure. Corporations 
and governments celebrate the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah in every corner of the world. Most 
of the political world is committed to the doctrine of globalization and trans-national bodies. 
Within Christendom a great falling away from Biblical Christianity is clear (2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 
4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-3; 4:3-4). Chuck Swindoll observes,  

“We already see this desire for religious, spiritual, and political unity at work through 
such institutions as the United Nations, the World Bank, and the World Council of 
Churches. These attempts have always failed to bring about true peace and security - and 
until the Antichrist’s hostile takeover, their optimistic attempts will continue to fail. 
However, when the Antichrist takes the throne, the single world government and single 
world religion will finally emerge.” 

And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when 
I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. (v6) 

To unite the diverse religions of the world into one final universal religion will not be an easy 
task. It will require the use of the carrot and the stick! Murder and lying are twin brothers. The 
Antichrist will be a man that flatters and deceives many but he will also be a man that ruthlessly 
and savagely persecutes those who refuse to be deceived by his flatteries and false promises. The 
one world religion will be constructed on deceit and bloodshed. It will promise perversion, 
spirituality, wealth, glamour, and power to a world buffeted by the unprecedented judgments of 
the Tribulation period.  

 

The whore is “drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” The greatest 
opposition to Biblical Christianity has always come from apostate forms of Christianity. During 
the Tribulation Period many true believers from Israel and the Gentile nations will refuse to bow 
the knee to the Antichrist and the False Prophet. In the Tribulation period the Antichrist and his 
followers will unleash forces on those who refuse to take the mark of the beast.  

In v2 we are told that the political leaders of the world and their people “have been made 
drunk with the wine of her fornication.” The world is seduced like in a drunken haze with the 
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Antichrist and his religion. But we discover here that the whore is drunken with the lust to 
destroy the people of God. The Lord Jesus Christ revealed of the character of the devil,  

Ye are of your  father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and 
the father of it. (John 8:44) 

As the Antichrist is empowered by the devil as his false christ, it is no surprise that the lust to 
shed the blood of God’s people is a prominent part of his mode of governance. There is a direct 
historical line of enmity and violence against God’s children that stretches from the bloody 
corpse of Abel to the Tribulation saints. The appalling lust for bloodshed by the whore stunned 
John, “and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” This expression “wondered with great 
admiration” has more the idea that he was astonished and appalled by what he saw in this woman 
and her hatred for God’s people.  
  

 
 

And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the 
beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and 
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose 
names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, 

and is not, and yet is. (v7-8) 

The angel then explains to the stunned John the role of this whore and her relationship to the 
beast. The Antichrist will rule by having his global political and economic Empire inextricably 
linked to the worldwide religion of the whore. The “seven heads” represent the seven great Gentile 
Empires of man and the “ten horns” the ten-king confederacy that the Antichrist emerges from to 
dominate the world in the Tribulation period. This domination is not permanent, “The beast that 
thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition.” 

And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And 
there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 

continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 
perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 
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power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast. (v9-13) 

Further illumination is given to John here to understand more of the details of this vision. The 
seven heads are representative of “seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come….” 
The first 6 Empires are easy to identify in history from other Biblical clues such as the Book of 
Daniel. They are: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greek, and Roman Empires.  

 

When John received his vision the Roman Empire as the 6th King was still standing, “five are 
fallen, and one is…..” This one eventually fell in the 5th century AD. But one still is yet to come, 
“and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space.” There are many, like the 
Reformers, who identified this 7th king with the Church of Rome but that cannot be true as it has 
not continued “a short space” but rather it has lasted longer than any of the 6 Ancient Empires. 
Henry Morris explains why the other world Empires are not reflected in this list, 

“Though none of these empires ever actually ruled the whole world, each was the 
greatest kingdom of its own time, particularly in reference to the land and people of 
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Israel and these kingdoms’ opposition to the proclamation of God’s Word and the 
accomplishment of His purposes in the world . . . These, or course, have not been the 
only kingdoms that have been at enmity with God and His purposes. In this category 
could also be placed such kingdoms as Syria, Edom, Moab, Midian, and many others, but 
none of these empires were of great size and influence. On the other hand, there were 
other great and powerful empires in the ancient world – China, India, and the Incas, for 
example – but these had only peripheral contact with the Word of God and the chosen 
people. There were only six kingdoms that met both criteria up to the time of Christ and 
the apostles. Furthermore, all six of these were not only legitimate heirs of political Babel 
but also of religious Babel as well. Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome 
were all strongholds of the world religion of evolutionary pantheism and idolatrous 
polytheism. Thus, they appropriately are represented as six heads on the great beast that 
supports the harlot.”  

 The 7th king is clearly referring to the Antichrist. In Daniel 8 he is described as the, “king 
of fierce countenance” (8:23) and in Daniel 9 as a prince that will “confirm the covenant with many for one 
week” (9:27) and in Daniel 11 as a “vile person.” (11:21) The Antichrist Empire is pictured in 
Daniel 2 as a mixture of iron and clay indicating that it is strong but brittle. Revelation makes 
clear that this Empire will be powerful and will achieve great world domination, “and power was 
given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations” (Rev. 13:7) but it is also short lived, as it will 
collapse within 7 years, “and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” (Rev. 13:5)  

 The 8th king referred to here is a continuation of the second phase of the rule of 
Antichrist, “And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 
perdition.” During the Tribulation Period the Antichrist will imitate the death and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was 
healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.” (Rev. 13:3) This will aid in his deception to fool the 
world that he is the Messiah. This fake death and resurrection explains the description of the 8th 
king that “And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven.”  

 The relationship of the Antichrist to the confederacy of 10 kings is a constant theme in 
Scripture and even in the Book of Revelation. We read again here, “And the ten horns which thou 
sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 
These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.” These rulers eventually are 
dominated by the Antichrist who will rule over them for a short period in the Tribulation, “but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto 
the beast.”  

IS THE EU THE ANTICHRIST EMPIRE? 

The fact that the ten horns/ten toes kingdom is closely identified with the iron legs in the image 
of the old Roman Empire in Daniel 2 has led many to argue that the Antichrist’s kingdom will 
emerge from the area associated with this previous regime. This resulted in much excited 
speculation in the late twentieth century with the establishment of the EEC or EU as a revived 
Roman Empire. However, that need not be. The Antichrist’s kingdom is a worldwide one and 
the ten horns/ten toes kingdom might reflect ten of the most powerful nations from over the 
face of the whole of the earth (including some of those from the old Roman Empire). This could 
be the G-10 countries just as easily as 10 EU nations! We have no need to expend hours trying to 
fill in the blanks that the Lord has chosen to leave such as who these 10 kings or rulers are. The 
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how  or who  or what  or when this final kingdom will emerge we are not clearly told. 
Endless speculation never adds to certainty in God’s Word! 

 

 
 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and King of 
kings: and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful. And he saith unto me, The waters which 
thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. And the ten horns 
which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 

eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their 
kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman which thou sawest is that great 

city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. (v14-18) 

The unholy alliance between the woman and the beast will not be long-lasting. It was based on 
the self-interest of both parties. There will come a point in the Tribulation period when the 
Antichrist will turn on the final world religion and destroy it. Then all worship will be directed to 
him alone. The Antichrist will hate anything that takes away worship from him. His ten-king 
confederacy will assist him in this, “And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate 
the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.” It seems 
that the religion controls the Antichrist at the beginning and he permits that for his own ends. 
This clearly irritates this proud rebel. Sharing glory and power is not part of his true character. At 
an opportune moment, the Antichrist will throw off this restraint on his power and destroy this 
organised form of religion.  Ruthlessly the Antichrist will wipe out any source of worship that is 
not directed to him. MacArthur points out,  

“Antichrist’s alliance with the false religious system will not last. Eventually the ten horns 
(the ten kings who rule under Antichrist) and the beast (Antichrist himself) will come to 
hate the harlot. Having used the false religious system to help him gain control of the 
world, Antichrist will discard it. In his rampant megalomania, he will want the world to 
worship only him. He will also no doubt covet the vast wealth of the false religious 
system. Thus, he will turn on the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will 
eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. That graphic language of extreme violence is 
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used to make clear that Antichrist and his henchmen will utterly and completely 
obliterate all vestiges of the false religious system.” 

At this point in the Tribulation period there will be a clear demarcation between the 
disciples of Antichrist and the disciples of the real Christ. These are the two seeds reflected in 
the first gospel prophecy of Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” These seeds have 
different values, different worship, different ambitions, and different eternal destinations. The 
line of these two seeds divides continents, nations, cities, towns, churches, and families today. 
These two seeds co-exist side by side even today. We may not be able to distinguish always who 
is in what family line but God can discern perfectly. 

Despite all the apparent success and power of the Antichrist, we are reminded again that 
he is merely carrying out God’s sovereign plan, “For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.” The Antichrist may 
speak proudly against God but his Empire is only for  “a short space” (v10) and “one hour.” (v12) 
However, just as God revealed through John that there would be six sequential empires – 
Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman – so we can have total 
confidence that the Lord will literally fulfill the prophecy of the ten kings and the coming 
Antichrist.  

John is encouraged here that God is not intimidated or overwhelmed by the rise of the 
Antichrist. The Lamb will have complete victory, “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with Him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful.” The God who controlled the rise and fall of the original 6 Gentile empires will 
have no problem handling the rise and fall of the Antichrist Empire. The Antichrist will not 
dominate this world a second longer than God has purposed. Only God is truly sovereign. It is 
still our Father’s world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


