
“A Great Fall by a Great Man” (Genesis 9:1-29) 

The new world has begun with only eight persons from the old world. God’s purposes for 
humanity will not be defeated by sin. However, the depraved nature of fallen man has not 
changed as,  “the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Gen. 8:21). Both sin and its wages - 
death will survive the flood. Eight sinners walked off that ark! Notwithstanding, God has 
promised never again to destroy all of mankind by a global flood. So God underlines in this 
chapter the sanctity of human life. This is a vital foundational principle for us to grasp today with 
the constant erosion of this eternal truth by society.  
 

And God blessed Noah and his  sons ,  and said unto them, Be frui t fu l ,  and mult ip ly ,  and 
replenish the earth.  And the f ear o f  you and the dread o f  you shal l  be upon every beast  o f  
the earth,  and upon every fowl o f  the air ,  upon al l  that moveth upon the earth,  and upon 
al l  the f i shes o f  the sea;  into your hand are they de l ivered.  Every moving thing that l ive th 

shal l  be meat for  you;  even as the green herb have I g iven you al l  things . But f l esh with the 
l i f e  thereo f ,  which is  the blood thereo f ,  shal l  ye  not  eat .   (v1-4) 

 
In God’s blessing on Noah and his descendants emphasises the need to re-populate the earth as 
God’s divine purpose. In doing so, the Lord impliedly declares that man’s life has an inherent 
superiority over the animals and plants, “into your hand are they delivered.” Today many of the so-
called animal rights movements regard animal life as superior to human life. Some extremists are 
even willing to take human life to save animal lives. There are others who regard man as just 
another animal species in the evolutionary chain. However, the Bible always emphasises the 
uniqueness of the creation of man from other creatures.  

Before the flood, both men and animals may well have been vegetarian (cf. Gen 1:29-30). 
But now, man is explicitly told he can eat meat, “Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; 
even as the green herb have I given you all things.” There is nothing spiritual about being a vegetarian! 
Although man was permitted now to eat meat, there was a part of the animal forbidden to eat, 
“But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.” This prohibition was repeated to 
Israel in Leviticus 17:10-12. 
 
And sure ly  your blood o f  your l ives  wi l l  I  require ;  at  the hand of  every beast  wi l l  I  require  

i t ,  and at  the hand o f  man; at  the hand of  every man’s brother wi l l  I  require  the l i f e  o f  
man. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood,  by man shal l  his  b lood be shed:  for  in the image o f  God 

made He man. (v5-6) 
 
In the pre-Flood generation, violence was a common reality of everyday life on the planet, “The 
earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” (Gen. 6:11). Men like Cain and 
Lamech led the way in debasing the sanctity of human life. Now the Lord explicitly sets forth the 
principle of capital punishment by governments for murder, “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed.” This principle even extends to an animal that kills a man, “at the hand of every 
beast will I require it” (cf. Exod. 21:28-32). This pre-dates the civil law given by God through 
Moses to Israel by hundreds of years. Therefore, capital punishment for murder is universal in 
application in all of time. Indeed, the apostle Paul accepted its legitimacy in respect of himself, 
“For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of 
these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar” (Acts 25:11). 
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The Lord explains to Noah why the sanctity of a man’s life is so important, “for in the 
image of God made He man.” God views every human life as significant. Unlike the other creatures, 
man can meditate, reason, worship, appreciate aesthetics, plan, and experience the sensitive 
emotions of personal relationships. He alone has the capacity for fellowship with God. The Fall 
of man has tarnished or marred the image of God in man (cf. Eph 4:18-19). However, the Fall 
did not eradicate the image of God in him. If you look closely, there are still aspects of every 
man that resembles the image of God. Therefore, every man and woman in this world is 
significant. All are stamped with the image of God. There are no “mere mortals.” We are a 
chosen and privileged order in creation. The world may judge you as irrelevant, but God never 
does. Every human is intrinsically significant to God and, therefore, they should be to us. 
 

And you, be ye  f rui t fu l ,  and mult ip ly ;  br ing for th abundant ly  in the earth,  and mult ip ly  
there in.  And God spake unto Noah, and to his  sons with him, saying,  And I ,  behold,  I  

es tabl i sh My covenant with you,  and with your seed af ter  you;  And with every l iv ing 
creature that i s  with you,  o f  the fowl ,  o f  the cat t l e ,  and o f  every beast  o f  the earth with you;  

f rom al l  that go out o f  the ark, to every beast  o f  the earth.  And I wi l l  es tabl i sh My 
covenant with you,  nei ther shal l  a l l  f l esh be cut  o f f  any more by the waters  o f  a f lood;  

ne i ther shal l  there  any more be a f lood to destroy the earth.  (v7-11)  
 

The Lord repeats His purpose for Noah and his descendants to propagate the earth. He then 
sets forth a covenantal unconditional promise with man and beast that He will never again 
destroy the earth with a universal flood, “And I will establish My covenant with you, neither shall all flesh 
be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.” God has 
kept that gracious promise now for over 4,000 years! This detailed repetition that He would 
never again send a universal flood would have assured the fearful hearts of Noah and his family 
about a future judgment on sin. Doubtless, the repetitive nature was to particularly emphasise to 
these people who had come through the world’s greatest catastrophic judgment that it would not 
happen again. They were to believe this by faith in God’s perfect word irrespective of their 
feelings. It should be noted that nowhere does it say that local floods, storms or any other form 
of natural judgment will not be sent in the future from God for sin.  
 

And God said,  This i s  the token o f  the covenant which I make between Me and you and 
every l iv ing creature that i s  with you,  for  perpetual  generat ions :  I  do se t  My bow in the 
c loud,  and i t  shal l  be for  a token o f  a covenant between Me and the earth. And i t  shal l  

come to pass ,  when I br ing a c loud over the earth,  that the bow shal l  be seen in the c loud:  
And I wi l l  remember My covenant ,  which i s  between Me and you and every l iv ing creature 
o f  a l l  f l esh;  and the waters  shal l  no more become a f lood to destroy al l  f l esh.  And the bow 

shal l  be in the c loud;  and I wi l l  look upon i t ,  that  I  may remember the ever last ing covenant 
between God and every l iv ing creature o f  a l l  f l e sh that i s  upon the earth.  And God said 

unto Noah, This i s  the token o f  the covenant ,  which I have es tabl i shed between Me and al l  
f l e sh that i s  upon the earth.  (v12-17)  

 
The Lord adds a sign to affirm His covenantal promise never again to destroy the earth with a 
universal flood. This would be the sign of the beautiful rainbow in the sky where the water had 
fallen to destroy the old earth. Steve Cole explains,  
 



 

  3 

God’s sign of the rainbow was both gracious and appropriate. God put the sign in the 
clouds, where Noah and his family would have looked with fear when the storms came. 
The same water which destroyed the earth now causes the rainbow. Arising, as it does, 
from the conjunction of the sun and the storm, it points to God’s mercy breaking 
through even in His judgment. Coming at the end of the storm, it shows that the storm 
of God’s wrath is past.  

 
And the sons o f  Noah, that went for th o f  the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth:  and 
Ham is the father o f  Canaan.  These are the three  sons o f  Noah: and o f  them was the whole  
earth overspread. And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: And 
he drank of  the wine ,  and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his  t ent .  (v18-21) 

 
The Bible is the most realistic and honest book in the world. It paints its heroes in candid 
colours! It is not without insignificance that many fall into the most depressing of sins even as 
mature believers. We see many illustrations of this truth in Scripture. King David fell into 
adultery and murder as a middle aged man. Moses was described as the meekest man on the 
planet (Num. 12:3) yet lost his temper at the end of the wilderness wanderings when he was over 
a century old. The godly king, Hezekiah late in his life fell into the sin of pride. These wonderful 
men of faith proved to have feet of clay. These failures of mature saints who had been used by 
God warn us that we need to humbly watch our testimony, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Grey hairs do not provide sinless perfection.  

The problem with sin is not merely an outward problem. The life of a believer is one 
long internal battle between the flesh and the spirit. No one will be able to boast that they are 
free from this inner conflict. This battle is not for a few inferior saints but something that is the 
common experience of every believer. The evangelist D. L. Moody recognised this spiritual 
struggle and once said, “I have more trouble with D. L. Moody than with any man I know.” The 
Apostle Paul commands believers to “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:14). This is because so many Christians do not act or look 
like Christ. Was David like Christ when he committed adultery and murder? Was Noah like 
Christ when he was drunk? Was Lot like the Lord when he was living it up in Sodom? Was Job 
like His Redeemer when he questioned God? Was the devoted disciple Peter like His Master 
when he denied Him with oaths and curses? 

Noah was one of the choicest of God’s saints. Behind Noah was the destroyed 
generation pre-Flood; before him was the God-ordained opportunity to re-populate the earth 
from his godly line. He was selected by God from all the people on the planet to be saved from 
the universal flood judgment, “And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; 
for thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation” (Gen. 7:1). For 600 years the Bible attests of 
him, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). These 
are powerful testimonies. We might have expected great spiritual things from Noah after 
emerging from the ark. Noah may even have thought so. However, after living righteous before 
God and man consistently for six centuries did not prevent Noah falling into sin. If a man like 
Noah could fall, then we all need to be on our guard.  

Noah’s fall happened after God had used him, and he had just heard the great covenantal 
promises of God. He was labouring in the field, in a legitimate God-ordained task, “And Noah 
began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard.” The devil can pervert even legitimate things for 
sinful purposes. We must not let our guard down even in the mundane tasks of life. Noah’s sin 



 

  4 

began when he started to let the wine ferment. This was a deliberate act, which took time. He 
then imbibed the alcohol, “And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his 
tent.” This godly man was lying naked in a state of drunken shame. How had the mighty fallen! A 
great testimony was now in tatters. We can barely recognise the same Noah. Sin was truly alive 
and flourishing in the new world.  

 Matthew Henry summarised the tragic irony of this situation, “Noah lived soberly when 
he was surrounded by drunkenness, but he became drunken when he was surrounded by 
sobriety.” It may be that Noah became somewhat complacent in his walk with God. He had 
endured the pre-Flood generation and over one year in the ark. Now when the pressures of that 
age has been swept away, maybe he thought he could relax somewhat after being so consistent 
for 600 years. Often our guard is down when the pressure of temptation seems to be reduced. 
Past victories over sin does not guarantee future success. The best of men are but men at the 
best. Mature saints are not immune to sin.  

We live in a world in which man boasts of his power to deal with any problem. We are 
told that if man just puts his mind to it then every trouble can be solved. Even Christians can 
succumb to the belief that we can live this life by our own power. Yes, we may sing “I need Thee 
every hour” and recite John 15:5 “without Me ye can do nothing,” but underneath we are quietly 
confident in our own strength. George Muller was known for his faith and prayer life all over the 
Christian world. For more than 50 years he fed hundreds of orphans by simple faith in God’s 
promises. His books were sold in the hundreds of thousands. Yet, as an old man, Muller still 
knew the power of sin and he prayed every day, “Lord, don’t let me become a wicked old man.” 

Incidentally, this is the first mention of wine in the Scriptures and its effects. It is not a 
picture that commends drinking alcohol to any believer. It brought nothing but shame and 
misery to this home of believers. Countless millions have seen their lives destroyed by the potent 
drug of alcohol. The best way to avoid the sins associated with alcohol is not to drink. You 
cannot become drunk if you never drink! In the age that we live in, the best way for a Christian 
to maintain his or her testimony is total abstinence.  
 

And Ham, the father o f  Canaan, saw the nakedness o f  his  father ,  and to ld his  two 
brethren without .  And Shem and Japheth took a garment ,  and laid i t  upon both the ir  

shoulders ,  and went backward, and covered the nakedness o f  the ir  father ;  and the ir  faces  
were backward,  and they saw not the ir  father ’s  nakedness .  (v22-23) 

 
Moses uses succinct and delicate language that reveals the sin but does not revel in it. The public 
sin of a father can have consequences in the lives of his children. Here we read that Noah’s sin 
leads Ham into further sin, “And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his 
two brethren without.” Ham may have escaped the destruction of the previous pre-Flood age but 
clearly the values and spirit of it still had a lingering influence on his thinking and actions. He 
proved that having a godly father does not necessarily produce a godly son as, “the imagination of 
man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Gen. 8:21). There is such a thing as spiritual DNA that passes 
automatically into another generation! These three sons were from the same family, lived 
through the same events, and heard the same words of warning from their father, but one went a 
different path from the others. 
 In reporting to his brothers the shame of his father’s drunkenness, Ham only revealed 
the light view he had of sin and the lack of respect he had for his father. True love for his father, 
“Rejoiceth not in iniquity” (1 Cor. 13:6). The awful judgment of the Flood had not truly touched his 
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soul. Ham broke the fifth commandment in dishonouring his father. Moses draws the 
connection with the gross immorality of Ham’s descendants, “And Ham, the father of Canaan.” The 
Canaanites were infamous for their sexual immorality (cf. Gen. 15:16; Lev. 18). Sin often flows 
through many generations. Ham’s family history is like reading the unfolding story of the lineage 
of Cain.  

The Bible draws a sharp contrast in Ham’s attitude with that of Shem and Japheth. The 
language deliberately emphasises that they did everything they could to respect the honour and 
dignity of their father. Even to the point of walking backwards. They sought to restore their 
father in the spirit of meekness that is mindful of one’s own propensity to fail (cf. Gal. 6:1). 
Their actions were an implied rebuke to the conduct of their brother Ham. They sought to 
honour their father as much as possible even when he failed.  

Sin and its shame, even in others, should never be something that interests or amuses us. 
In our decadent age, sadly many believers are not shocked by shameful images like this anymore. 
Some can regularly watch such scenes with interest and amusement on television screens without 
embarrassment. Too many are desensitized to sin.  
 
And Noah awoke from his  wine ,  and knew what his  younger son had done unto him. And 

he said,  Cursed be Canaan; a servant o f  servants shal l  he be unto his  brethren.  And he 
said,  Blessed be the LORD God of  Shem; and Canaan shal l  be his  servant .  God shal l  

enlarge Japheth,  and he shal l  dwel l  in the t ents  o f  Shem; and Canaan shal l  be his  servant . 
And Noah l ived af ter  the f lood three  hundred and f i f ty  years .  And al l  the days o f  Noah 

were nine hundred and f i f ty  years :  and he died.  (v24-29) 
 
The sons of Noah were not boys but grown married men. Noah discerned the evil actions of 
Ham. Perhaps, the other brothers reported it to him or Noah remembered it even in his drunken 
haze. The reaction of Noah indicates that he recognised his sin and there is no indication that he 
ever repeated this sin of drunkenness. He also discerned that these actions reflected the heart of 
these three sons.  

Noah also speaks words or rebuke and commendation to his three sons. The words were 
more of a prophecy than a curse, as they will summarises the history of his descendants. They 
were not simply words reflecting the anger of Noah as God prophetically fulfilled them. This 
curse on Ham’s descendants was not one of skin colour. God eventually allowed the Canaanites 
to be subjugated by the descendants of Shem and Japheth and they became, “a servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren” (cf. Josh. 9:23; 1 Kings 9:20-21). Kidner comments, “For his breach of 
family, his own family would falter.” 

By contrast, the Lord did bless the descendants of Shem and Japheth. These two sons 
honoured their father even when he fell and acted with propriety. They proved that temptation 
does not have to be yielded to. When a man fears God and reverences His word concerning sin, 
this will bring a blessing to his life. As a consequence, his family will be blessed.  

Nothing is added about Noah’s spiritual walk for the next 350 years that he lived. The 
same reign of death for sin is recorded, “and he died.” Was Noah’s testimony drastically affected 
now before his family? What we can be sure is that he carried the guilt of knowing that his sin of 
drunkenness and impropriety had led his son to sin and that at least one line of his descendants 
would be cursed as a consequence. It is sad that a man who lived such an exemplary life for so 
long of witnessing, building, and preaching should fail this way. Noah dishonoured himself, and 
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then he is dishonoured by his son. This would be a source of continual sorrow to Noah, 
especially as he witnessed the multiplication of sin in the descendants of Ham.  

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

1. What is sacred about human life? Why is it sacred? 

 
2. Should we fear God’s judgment on sin?  
 
3. What influence can a parent have on the sins of a child? Give examples from the Bible. 
 
4. What other examples are there of believers who failed when they were spiritually mature? 
 
5. Why are people not shocked by shameful sins anymore?  

 

 
 


