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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“God’s Triple Sevens” (Revelation 15:1-8) 

This chapter 15 introduces the final wave of the Tribulation judgments that are detailed in 
Revelation 16 as the 7 vial or bowl judgments. We have had the 7 seal judgments and the 7 
trumpet judgments and now the world will have the third and last of the triple seven judgments 
– the 7 vials. These triple seven judgments appear to follow in chronological sequence. Clarence 
Larkin tabulated these, 

 

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is 
filled up the wrath of God. (v1) 

This “another sign in heaven, great and marvelous” prepares us for the last great unleashing of God’s 
wrath upon sinners. God has been calling sinners to repentance throughout the 7 years of the 
Tribulation by means of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists (7:2-8, 14:1-5), the Tribulation saints (7:9-
17), the 2 witnesses (11:3-13), and finally by an angel preaching the gospel (14:6-7). The 
expression “great and marvelous” really emphasizes the importance of this last act of God before 
the return of Christ.  

 The “seven angels having the seven last plagues” will unleash this notable sign of 7 vial 
judgments. The word “plagues” here is plege, which has the idea of “a wound” or “a blow.” So 
these 7 “last plagues” will be 7 great blows against the rebellious world by Almighty God. They 
will not be long-drawn out judgments like famine or disease but sudden, deadly blows by God.  

These 7 angels are selected by God to be the instruments of God’s anger, “for in them is 
filled up the wrath of God.” The word “wrath” here is thumos, which is a strong Greek word meaning 
a burning, intense, passionate rage. We get our English word thermos from it. Each of these vials 
represents God’s anger against sin and sinners. The phrase “is filled up” is the Greek word 
tetelestai, which is the same word Christ used to describe the perfection and completion of His 
work on the Cross, when He cried, “It is finished.” For millennia and centuries the longsuffering 
Creator has pleaded with sinners to repent, but now the day of grace is over. Zephaniah 
described this moment, 
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Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the 
prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the 
kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all 
the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy. (Zephaniah 3:8) 

 

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over 
his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of 

God. (v2) 

John’s focus is now drawn to another image in the vision, “And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled 
with fire.” This is not a physical sea of water but a transparent sea of crystal or glass before the 
throne of God. John described such a crystal structure before in Revelation 4:6 (cf. Exod. 24:10; 
Ezek. 1:22). However, the purity and peace of that image is mixed with a more ominous one, “a 
sea of glass mingled with fire.” The fire of God’s judgment is linked to this. It is this fire that will 
destroy the world and those within it who resist God’s mercy.  

 In the midst of this awesome imagery, a group of God’s faithful saints are seen standing,  
“on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.” This group of Gentile and Jewish believers steadfastly 
refused to submit to the Antichrist’s reign, “and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over 
his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name.” They would not bend or bow to the 
religious, economic or military power of the Antichrist. From the perspective of earth, they 
appeared to have lost, even wasted their lives. But from the perspective of eternity, they had 
gained everything that was worth having, “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” (1 John 2:17) It will always be worth it all when we see Jesus! 
Now these saints stand united in honour and praise of the One who delivered them. The harps 
are associated generally with praise and worship in heaven. Keith Krell makes a helpful 
application,  

“Often those who have been persecuted the most worship the most. Why is this? 
Typically, it is because these saints arrive at the realization that they have nothing or no 
one but God. The things of this world pass away. They are seen as fleeting and empty. 
This explains why often believers in other parts of the world worship with such fervency. 
The Lord is their life! If you’ve had a tough week and you’re feeling beat up by 
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relationships, work, and the realities of life, be encouraged, the Lord is leading you into a 
fuller worship experience. He wants you to see Him as your all in all.” 

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy 

judgments are made manifest. (v3-4) 

In the midst of the terrifying symbols of God’s judgment these saints in glory are unafraid. 
Instead of fear, these redeemed believers burst out in songs of praise. They sing two great 
themes of worship, “the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.” There is much 
speculation over what these two songs are but the most likely explanation is that the song of 
Moses reflects the song of triumph the Israelites sang after their miraculous and complete 
deliverance from the tyrannical Pharaoh at the Red Sea, 

Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, 
saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for He hath triumphed gloriously: the horse 
and his rider hath He thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and song, 
and He is become my salvation: He is my God, and I will prepare Him an 
habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt Him. (Exod. 15:1-2) 

Likewise, the Tribulation saints in glory will praise God for delivering them from sin, death, hell, 
and the Antichrist. They will have lived through the darkest days of human history when evil 
abounded but are now safe and secure in celestial bliss for all eternity. As such the song of 
Moses is an appropriate anthem for them to praise God. 
 

 

The song of the Lamb will likely include the themes of the songs to the Lamb in Revelation 5:8-
14. This song will ascribe glory to the Saviour who was chosen before the foundation of the 
world to die for sinners. It will praise His humiliation in the Incarnation, His perfect life and His 
atoning death, His resurrection and His soon return to establish His millennial kingdom and 
judge the world. Commentator, John Phillips compares and contrasts the two songs, 

“The song of Moses was sung at the Red Sea, the song of the Lamb is sung at the crystal 
sea; the song of Moses was a song of triumph over Egypt, the song of the Lamb is a 
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song of triumph over Babylon; the song of Moses told how God brought His people out, 
the song of the lamb tells how God brings His people in; the song of Moses was the first 
song in Scripture, the song of the Lamb is the last. The song of Moses commemorated 
the execution of the foe, the expectation of the saints, and the exaltation of the Lord; the 
song of the Lamb deals with the same three themes.” 

 We are given an insight into the words that they will sing, “Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments 
are made manifest.” God’s judgment of sin and sinners is a means of bringing glory to Him. It is an 
aspect of God’s character that is seldom mentioned in most churches. Yet it is one that is 
emphasized much in Scripture. At the heart of who God truly is as a Person is His holy nature. 
Repeatedly we are told that He is, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” If God didn’t judge sin He would cease to 
be God, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity…” (Hab. 1:13a) Harry 
Ironside put it well,  

“God’s glory is at stake. His righteousness demands the punishment of iniquity, both in 
this world and in that which is to come. He does not apologize for dealing thus with 
unrighteousness, nor do His servants need to apologize for Him.” 

One day the world will acknowledge this, “for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy 
judgments are made manifest.” Isaiah prophesied of this many centuries before Christ was even born,  

For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before 
me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come 
to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, 
shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. (Isa. 66:22-23) 

There are familiar themes in the excerpt of this worship from Exodus 15 and Revelation 
5. However, there are broader themes drawn from the totality of Scripture. John MacArthur 
explains,  

“Great and marvelous are Your works is reminiscent of Psalm 139:14, “Wonderful are 
Your works, and my soul knows it very well.” The title Lord God, the Almighty, 
celebrating God’s omnipotence, essential to the triumphant power of the last judgments, 
appears frequently in Revelation (cf. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22), and the title 
“God Almighty” was the name by which God revealed Himself to Abraham (Gen. 17:1; 
cf. Gen. 35:11; 48:3; Ex. 6:3). The exclamation righteous and true are Your ways reflects 
the Old Testament truth that “all [God’s] works are true and His ways just” (Dan. 4:37; 
cf. Deut. 32:4; Hos. 14:9). God is called the King of the nations in Jeremiah 10:7. The 
phrase Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? is also drawn from Jeremiah 
10:7 (cf. Ps. 86:9). The truth that God alone is holy is an oft-repeated Old Testament 
theme (cf. 1 Sam. 2:2; Pss. 22:3; 99:5, 9; 111:9; Isa. 6:3; 57:15; Hab. 1:12). The phrase for 
all the nations will come and worship before You quotes Psalm 86:9 (cf. Jer. 10:7), while 
the phrase Your righteous acts have been revealed echoes such Old Testament passages 
as Judges 5:11; 1 Samuel 12:7, Psalm 103:6; Daniel 9:16; and Micah 6:5.” 

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened: And the 
seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their 

breasts girded with golden girdles. (v5-6) 
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The scene now suddenly changes from praise to judgment, “And after that I looked, and, behold, the 
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.” There may be rejoicing in heaven but 
there will soon be sorrow on earth. The end will now begin. The prayers of intercession for the 
vengeance of God upon sinners and the establishment of Christ’s kingdom of righteousness will 
now be realized.  

 These 7 chosen angels emerge from the temple in heaven that the earthly one was 
patterned after, “And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues.” These chosen 
angels will execute God’s sovereign plan of judgment on the earth. Their clothing of “pure and 
white linen” signifies their purity and the “breasts girded with golden girdles” signifies the glory of the 
King they obey.  

 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for 
ever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was 

able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. (v7-8) 

The final countdown begins with the passing of the 7 golden vials or bowls to the 7 chosen 
angels. The word for “vials” here phialé means shallow saucer-like bowl. These vials are “full of the 
wrath of God.” The cup on iniquity is full. The harvest is over-ripened. Time has run out on 
humanity. God’s patience is exhausted. The King is on His way to gather in the harvest.  

 

 
 

We may impatiently wonder why the Lord hasn’t avenged His people and judged the 
wicked when the Bible reveals, “God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day.” 
(Psa. 7:11) We are reminded here that His wrath is undiminished and nothing is overlooked, 
“And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God.” But the 
Lord is not limited by the constraints of time as He created time. Therefore, He transcends time 
and lifespans. For this is the One, “who liveth for ever and ever.” 

The temple reflected God’s glory in this judgment, “And the temple was filled with smoke from 
the glory of God, and from his power.” All had to remain outside the temple till the work was perfectly 
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completed, “and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
fulfilled.” It is as if God was saying by this object lesson that this matter was of the highest 
priority until the earth has been cleansed from the sins of the Tribulation sinners and the King is 
on His throne in Jerusalem. Now humanity has made its final choice. The door of God’s mercy 
has now been slammed shut.  

What a contrast between heaven and earth we see in this image. In heaven the temple is 
full of the glory of God whereas on earth it is filled with the wrath of God. In heaven we see 
rejoicing saints whereas on earth we will see suffering sinners. And in heaven there is hope but 
for those on earth their eternal future is hopeless. The best days for God’s people are just around 
the corner. A better world is coming. The end is in sight. We will then all experience the words 
of John Newton,  

 
Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 
 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who called me here below, 
Will be forever mine. 

 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 


