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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Remnant & The Harvest – Part 2” (Revelation 14:6-20) 

This chapter 14 lights up the pages of the gloom of the Book of Revelation. We cannot help but 
admire the shining stars of the 144,000 Jewish witnesses worshipping the Lamb on Mount Zion. 

 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on 
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give 
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 

and the fountains of waters. (v6-7) 

Suddenly another angel appears in the vision. He has one last message for the world, “having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people.” Throughout the Bible angels have had important roles as messengers. Indeed the word 
angel means, “messenger.” This is the first in a series of angels in this chapter that have specific 
roles to play in the unfolding drama of the last of the last days.  

 This angel that appears will “fly in the midst of heaven” which means he will be at a point in 
the sky where the sun reaches its highest point around noon. This is a point where he will be 
most visible to those on earth. John MacArthur notes the context of this ministry, 

“By the time the angel begins his ministry, the world will have suffered the incredible 
devastation of the seal and trumpet judgments. Relentless holocausts will have rocked the 
globe, and the familiarly stable heavens will have become a disintegrating source of terror 
(cf. 6:12–14). During this time, the unbelieving world will have heard the gospel preached 
by the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the two witnesses, as well as countless thousands 
of others saved under their ministries. But despite all that, most of the earth’s population 
will reject the gospel (9:20–21; cf. 16:9, 11); thus God graciously sends this powerful 
angel to proclaim the gospel to them yet again.” 

This angel carries the glorious message of the ‘everlasting gospel to preach.” It is described as 
everlasting or eternal because it was a message that God formulated in eternity past, was effected 
by God in time, and its results will last throughout eternity future (cf. Romans 8:29-30; 
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Ephesians 1:4). The messengers who proclaim this gospel may be different but the message is 
always the same. No one can preach a better gospel because it is always the same.  

 The angel will proclaim for all to hear with a loud voice this final warning, “Saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” This last message to the unsaved world is 
their last opportunity to repent, “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” 
All of creation is broadcasting 24 hours a day in the minds and hearts of mankind that God is the 
sovereign, wise, and powerful Creator of this world (cf. Eccl. 3:11; Romans 1:19-20; 2:14-15). 
Mankind is warned that they will bow the knee in worshipful reverence or they will be forced to 
bow the knee in judgment. 

 

 
 

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. (v8) 

A second angel follows the first. His message will not be one of hope but judgment. It implies 
that by and large the first message must have been rejected. If a person rejects God’s mercy he or 
she must take God’s wrath. This angel warns that the judgment has begun, “Babylon is fallen, is 
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” Many 
think that Babylon will be a rebuilt capital city of the Antichrist Empire. It may well be that the 
term “Babylon” here refers to the entire political, religious, and economic system of the Antichrist 
Empire who seduces the nations in spiritual adultery, “because she made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication.” That’s the position of MacArthur who notes, 

“Babylon has from its inception symbolized evil and rebellion against God. It was 
founded by Nimrod (Gen. 10:9), a proud, powerful, God-rejecting ruler. Babel (Babylon) 
was the site of the first organized system of idolatrous false religion (Gen. 11:1–4). The 
Tower of Babel, the expression of that false religion, was a ziggurat; an edifice designed 
to facilitate idolatrous worship. God judged the people’s idolatry and rebellion by 
confusing their language and scattering them over the globe (Gen. 11:5–9). Thus the 
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seeds of idolatry and false religion spread around the world from Babylon, to take root 
wherever these proud rebels and their descendants settled. As humanity was united in 
idolatrous false religion at Babel, so will it again be united in the end times under the final 
Babylon. History will thus come full circle.” 

This expression “wrath of her fornication” implies a deep, all-consuming lust for evil. Despite all the 
judgments unleashed around them in the Tribulation Period (cf. 6:15–17), these willful sinners 
are sealed in their apostasy. They embrace an intoxicating orgy of hatred, rebellion, and idolatry. 
 
 

 
 

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and 
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in 
the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth 

the mark of his name. (v9-11) 

A third angelic messenger now appears with another message of judgment. This message details 
the nature of the judgment that will come upon those who refuse to repent, “The same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation…” These 
people won’t embrace God’s Christ but rather worship the devil’s counterfeit Antichrist, “If any 
man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand.” This is an eternal 
punishment, “and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 
presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day 
nor night.” The end for all of humanity is either eternal blessing or eternal punishment. There is 
no third option.  
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Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. And I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: 

Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. (v12-13) 

In the midst of this message of terrible judgment a beautiful contrast is drawn. Not all will go to 
eternal doom. Those who “die in the Lord” will be blessed. These are those who preserve on as 
God’s true elect “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus.” God’s promise to them is “they may rest from their labours.” There is not much that we 
can bring to heaven from earth. But one thing we bring is our testimony and the effects of it that 
we have established on our days on earth. That’s why we must declare with our Master, “I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” (John 9:4) 
Heaven is a place of perfect love and peace, perfect joy, worship and rest from earthly labours. 
In a nutshell, heaven is a place of eternal comfort. It is no wonder that Thomas Brooks declared, 
“A believer’s dying day is his best day”! 
 

 
 

And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head 
a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice 
to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of 
the earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped. (v14-

16) 

A common metaphor for the end of the world is a harvest scene. Here in this part of John’s 
vision he sees two of such scenes – one a grain harvest (v14-16) and the other a grape harvest 
(v17-20). Many commentators see the grain harvest as a symbol of the seven bowl judgments 
(Rev. 16:1:21) whereas the grape harvest is a symbol of the destruction of the Antichrist’s 
Empire culminating in the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19:11-21) 

 In the grain harvest, the Lord Jesus Christ appears upon a cloud as “the Son of man, having 
on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.” This was a title of Christ that emphasized 
His humanity. The image of Jesus Christ returning in the clouds in power at the end of the 
Tribulation to judge the ungodly is a common one in Scripture, “Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
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then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.” (Matt. 24:29-30; cf. Daniel 7:13)  

 A field of grain that has a ripe harvest is one where the seed had been planted and 
cultivated over a period of time. But now it must be harvested. No further delay is possible. 
Indeed we see God’s mercy extended to its limit as the word “ripe” means, “to be dry or 
withered.” It implies that the crop that is now “overripe,” which speaks of the amazing grace and 
longsuffering of God towards humanity! Incident after incident throughout the Tribulation 
Period was a continual reminder to all the sinners on earth that God is dealing with them.  

The sins of humanity had now ripened with the wickedness unleashed by the forces of 
hell under the Antichrist. Another angel declares the urgency of the hour, “Thrust in thy sickle, and 
reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” A sickle is an instrument used 
to harvest wheat. Without further delay the Son of Man begins the reaping, “And he that sat on the 
cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.” God’s day of grace has ended. The 
wheat will be separated from the tares (cf. Matthew 13). Like the coming of the Flood in the days 
of Noah, we get the impression of a sudden and decisive judgment. The Bible describes this end 
to the wicked, “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” (1 Thess. 5:3; cf. 2 Peter 3:10) 

 

 
 

And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And another angel 
came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, 
saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great 
winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the 

winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs. (v17-20) 
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In the grape harvest vision, John saw another angel emerging from the temple in heaven. He 
calls for a 4th angel to thrust in a sharp sickle to harvest the grapes, “Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.” Again the cup of iniquity of the 
“fully ripe” world has reached the apex of Romans 1. Man is rotten to the very core. The 
continual evil imaginations lead to continual evil actions. The unthinkable became thinkable, and 
then doable in such a world. Like the pre-Flood generation, the last days are days of a demonized 
civilisation with unrestrained immorality and violence. The days of Noah and Sodom have 
returned (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27). The cesspool of sin was so deep; that the only thing 
left is to judge it in destruction. It was irredeemable. The unbelieving world had destroyed itself 
morally and spiritually by taking the mark of the beast. Now God will destroy it physically. 

 The depth of this judgment is symbolized by the common image of the harvesting of 
grapes. In the ancient world, the grapes were cut away from the vines in clusters and then 
thrown into a vat carved from rock or dug in the earth. The grapes were then trodden down by 
the feet of the workers, which resulted in the blood-red grape juice flowing out of the crushed 
grapes. This flowed from a narrow channel at the base of the vat to be collected to be fermented 
into wine. In the end time judgment it is graphically described in similar terms, “And the winepress 
was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a 
thousand and six hundred furlongs.” The ungodly will be destroyed in the Battle of all Battles at 
Armageddon (detailed in (Rev. 16:16, 19:15-21). This will take place outside the city of Jerusalem, 
“And the winepress was trodden without the city….” Such will be the bloodshed that the blood will rise 
to the level of the bridle of horses in rivers of blood, “by the space of a thousand and six hundred 
furlongs” (1600 furlongs is approximately 200 miles).  

The Bible repeatedly utilizes similar imagery to describe the comprehensive nature of the 
destruction of the wicked in the end times. (cf. Isaiah 63:1-6 Joel 3:13-16; Malachi 4:1-3) The 
grain harvest pictures the sudden, devastating, and comprehensive nature of God’s final 
judgment. The grape harvest pictures the severe depth of it. These reprobate rebels refused the 
offer of the blood of the Lamb so now they will shed their blood for their sins. They may have 
survived all the terrible judgments, wars, and deprivations of the Tribulation Period but that 
doesn’t mean they have escaped God’s justice. God delays but He doesn’t forget! Are you ready 
for the harvest? 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword; 
His truth is marching on. 


