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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Remnant & The Harvest – Part 1” (Revelation 14:1-18) 

This chapter 14 is a wonderful beacon of light amidst the gloom and terror of the Tribulation 
Period on the earth. Revelation 12-13 has been particularly dark chapters. Suddenly the whole 
trajectory and tone changes in Revelation 14! Just like Enoch and Noah shone gloriously in the 
sin-consumed earth of the pre-Flood generation, so there will be some of the greatest saints of 
God shining on the earth amidst the abounding wickedness of the end times. John MacArthur 
explains the chronology of this chapter in relation to the rest of the Book of Revelation,  

“A brief overview sets the stage for the vision of the 144,000.  The reader should recall 
that chapters 12-14 of Revelation form an interlude in the saga of God’s final judgments 
on the sinful world.  The unfolding of those judgments is described in chapters 6-11, as 
God will begin to take back the earth from the usurper, Satan.  Chapter 22, and verse 15, 
records the sounding of the seventh trumpet, though the judgments associated with it 
will not begin to unfold until chapter 15.  Chapters 12 and 13 recapitulate the events of 
the Tribulation, this time giving them from Satan’s perspective.  They expose Satan’s 
efforts to destroy Israel (chapter 12) and detail the careers of Antichrist and the final false 
prophet (chapter 13).  Chapter 14 returns to what God is doing.  It contains three visions 
that give a general preview of the judgments yet to come that culminate in Christ’s 
return. Chapter 14 is a bright contrast to the darkness of chapter 13, which describes 
Satan (the dragon), Antichrist, the final false prophet, deception, the unredeemed, 
idolatry, and the mark of the beast.  Chapter 14 describes the Lamb, angels, redeemed 
saints, genuine worship, and those sealed by God.  In chapter 13 there is falsehood, 
wickedness, corruption, and blasphemy; in chapter 14 there is truth, righteousness, 
purity, and praise.” 

 

 

This remnant will be supernaturally protected from the reign of the Antichrist both physically 
and spiritually. God has sealed them with a mark of divine possession and divine protection. 
They are an unstoppable and invincible force of the Lord’s army of true witnesses all over this 
earth. These remnant believers are like the 3 Hebrew children that survived the burning fiery 
furnace in Daniel 3 without even the smell of the smoke tainting them. In Revelation 7 we were 
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introduced to this unique remnant group who lived and served on the earth in the crucible of the 
Tribulation Period, 

Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of them which 
were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all 
the tribes of the children of Israel. (Rev. 7:3-4) 

These 144,000 represent the firstfruits of the nation of Israel that shall be saved en masse 
somewhere in the GTP. This mighty revival of the Jews is prophesied in both OT and NT,  (cf. 
Zech. 12:10; 13:8-9; Rom. 11:26-29) 

The 144,000 of the firstfruits of Israel will be mighty evangelistic witnesses to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to both Jews and Gentiles in the latter parts of the GTP. This should not surprise 
us because the greatest evangelists of the NT Church have been Jewish evangelists like Paul, 
Timothy and the other Apostles. As soon as Saul of Tarsus was converted, we read in Acts 9 that 
he was a mighty anointed preacher of Jesus Christ. The OT reveals that the Jews were to be 
God’s witnesses to the rest of the world (Isa. 43:1-12). Previous generations of Jews failed to 
fully live up to that calling. The last generation of Jews will complete it. These sealed 144,000 will 
be remarkably preserved and empowered in the GTP to become the firstfruits of Israel when it 
is fully restored during the coming Millennial kingdom of Revelation 20.  

 

 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, 
having his Father's name written in their foreheads. (v1) 

John suddenly sees a new vision of the 144,000 on Mount Zion in Jerusalem. There is a 
reference to Mount Zion in heaven in Hebrews 12:22-24 but this would not likely be the context 
here as that would mean the 144,000 had died and went to heaven. This would make the 
promises in relation to their sealing in Revelation 7 redundant. Throughout the Bible, we are 
given multiple promises that Jesus Christ symbolized here as, “a Lamb” will return to the earth to 
reign from Mount Zion in Jerusalem,  



For 11 December 2016                                                                         Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 3 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. (Psa. 2:6-9) 

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end. (Luke 1:32-33; 
cf. Psa. 89:20-37; Daniel 2:44; Matt. 25:31) 

And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
LORD, and His name one. (Zech. 14:9; cf. Isa. 2:2-4; 11:9-12) 

In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her 
that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; And I will make her that halted a 
remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign 
over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever. (Micah 4:6-7) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and 
he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. (Zech. 9:9-10) 

And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord come. And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant 
whom the Lord shall call. (Joel 2:30-32) 

And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the 
voice of harpers harping with their harps: (v2) 

The fact that John hears a voice now from out of heaven is suggestive that the vision of Mount 
Zion in v1 relates to an earthly scene. The voice could well be words of commendation from 
God to the 144,000 for their faithfulness in the great trial they have come through. Great music 
began to emanate from the orchestra of heaven, “and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their 
harps.” Harps are often associated with joy and praise in the Bible. The joy and praise of heaven 
will now overflow onto the earth as the redeemed saints of the 144, 000 choir echo back in 
response. This will be the sweetest sound in the universe.  

And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man 
could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. (v3) 

We are not told the lyrics of the “new song” they sing. But it, doubtless, has similar content to 
those songs of praise recorded in Revelation 5:9-13; 7:9-10; 15:3-4. The 144,000 will sing it as 
they stand with Christ on Mount Zion of their unique experiences, “and no man could learn that song 
but the hundred and forty and four thousand.” This group of believers has witnessed sin, death, 
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persecution, and destruction on an unprecedented level. It is interesting to note that most of the 
great hymns in our hymnals flow out of deep personal experiences of the author. Each of us has 
a personal history with God’s grace. This elect remnant will have seen God’s grace not just 
wonderfully save them from the hardness of their sins, but also has called them to be the 
greatness witnesses to Christ in the darkest days, and preserving and sustaining grace has kept 
them sealed from harm throughout the horrors of the Tribulation Period. These 144,000 saints 
are truly amazed by amazing grace! They know that their whole lives are trophies of grace. CH 
Spurgeon notes, “Heaven is not the place to learn that song; it must be learned on the earth. You 
must learn here the notes of free grace and dying love; and when you have mastered their 
melody, you will be able to offer to the Lord the tribute of a grateful heart, even in heaven, and 
blend it with the harmonies eternal.”  

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 

(v4) 

We get an insight into the character of these 144,000 witnesses here. These are described as 
sexually pure from the grossly immoral world of Sodom and Gomorrah of the Tribulation 
World, “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.” The global worship of 
Antichrist during the Tribulation period will be unspeakably vile and perverse like all idolatrous 
cults of the ancient world. The 144,000 will walk a different walk from the depraved culture 
around them. It should not be interpreted that they are unmarried. Such purity can be 
figuratively understood as remaining physically and religiously separated from impurity (cf. Isa. 
37:22; Lam. 2:13). That was Paul’s prayer for the saints in immoral and idolatrous Corinth, “For I 
am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:2). John MacArthur notes, 

“Despite the rampant sexual sin that surrounds them, they will not be defiled with 
women, but will keep themselves chaste. That the specific sin that they will avoid 
involves women indicates that sexual purity is in view here, not detachment from the 
corrupt system. That the 144,000 will be separate from the Antichrist’s empire has 
already been made clear; they bear God’s mark, not the beast’s (7:3-4). Nor does this 
passage teach that they will all be unmarried, since sex within marriage does not defile 
anyone (Heb. 13:4). What it means is that they will stand apart from the sin of their 
culture; 144,000 morally pure preachers amid the defilement that surrounds them.”  

Sexual purity, like Joseph, surrounded by such temptation will involve them fleeing the lusts of 
the flesh (2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Thess. 4:3). These men will be spiritually and physically pure. They are 
not ensnared by the sins of the flesh that will mark the last days. Such purity is an essential 
quality in those whom God can use in a mighty way in the darkness of the Tribulation Period.  

 Another character quality of the 144,000 is that, “These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth.” The early Christians were known as the people of the way (Acts 22:4), as 
those who followed the One who declared He was the way the truth and the life. These 144,000 
were devoted and consistent followers of Christ. They truly were Christ-ones or Christians. Like 
Caleb and Joshua of old, these 144,000 remnant disciples wholly followed the Lord.  

 These 144,000 were not the only Jews saved in the Tribulation Period, “These were redeemed 
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.” In the OT era the Jews offered the first 
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part of their harvest crops to the Lord as a thanksgiving and a token of faith that God would 
supply the rest. In the NT era, the Apostle Paul noted the salvation of a family as being the 
spiritual firstfruits of a church, “ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia….” (1 
Cor. 16:15) The 144,000 will be that divine token of the beginning phase of a great harvest of 
salvation on the earth during the Tribulation Period, especially of Jews. God sovereignly takes 
the best for Himself before the great harvest begins! One glorious day the confusion and 
blindness will be lifted from the minds of the Jewish people, “Nevertheless when it shall turn to the 
Lord, the vail shall be taken away” (2 Cor. 3:16; cf. Jer. 30:7). They shall mourn for their rejection of 
Christ,  

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his firstborn. (Zech. 12:9-10) 

 

 

 

This mourning of repentance will be the glorious moment when all Israel shall be saved,  

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it 
is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob: (Romans 11:25-26) 

This will be the greatest revival in the history of the world when a whole nation is converted. We 
have seen cities like Nineveh converted in a revival but never a whole nation. The days ahead 
may appear dark but they are ultimately triumphant for the gospel.  

And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. (v5) 

A further insight is given of the 144,000, “And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without 
fault before the throne of God.” In an era when spiritual deception will abound under the Antichrist 
and the False Prophet with lying wonders and false promises, this remnant group will not take 
the mark of the beast or the doctrine of the beast. They will boldly declare the truth of the whole 
counsel of God. Alan Carr notes, “I cannot imagine how hard the ministry of these men is going 
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to be. It is hard in these days, but it will be far harder then. What a comfort it is to know that 
God is going to use them to reap a vast harvest of souls during the Tribulation. Only in Heaven 
will they know the impact of their ministry.” 

 The lives of these Messianic Jews will be one of consistency, “for they are without fault before 
the throne of God.” The idea in this expression, “for they are without fault” is not that they were 
sinlessly perfect but rather that they were consistent and above reproach in their public 
testimony. This is God’s will for all of us who bear the name of His Son, “According as He hath 
chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 
love.” (Eph. 1:4) We read the same testimony of Noah, who was not sinlessly perfect, in the pre-
Flood generation, “Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” (Gen. 
6:9b) John Phillips wrote of these men, 

“No other age has produced a company like this, a veritable army of . . . believers 
marching unscathed through every form of danger. It has been theirs to defy the dragon, 
to bait the beast . . . Their calling has been to preach the gospel from the housetops 
when even to name the name of Christ called for the most dreadful penalties. They have 
been . . . able to laugh to scorn all the grand inquisitors of hell. They have walked the 
streets in broad daylight, careless of the teeth-gnashing rage of their would-be . . . 
assassins, true witnesses . . . in the most terrible era of the history of mankind. The devil 
knows about this coming band of conquerors, and writhes already in an agony of 
anticipation.” 

In the darkest days of human history, these 144,000 will shine brighter than ever. They will be 
the real deal – dedicated, devoted, and dependable. These men walked in the ways of the Lord.  

In Revelation 7, the 144,000 are seen at the beginning of the unprecedented horrors and 
sin of the Great Tribulation but now here in Revelation 14 we see the same group in triumph at 
the end of the Great Tribulation. Now they meet face to face the One whom they love and have 
served so faithfully. What a glorious sight and glorious day that will be.  

 
What a day that will be,  

When my Jesus I shall see,  
And I look upon His face,  

The One who saved me by His grace;  
When He takes me by the hand,  

And leads me through the Promised Land,  
What a day, glorious day that will be 

 
 


