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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Rise of the 666 Beast – Part 2” (Revelation 13:7-18) 

The Antichrist will be a man that uses great deception to rise to power. He will be able to speak 
great words and do mighty signs and wonders that fool many people. It will result in wonder and 
then worship by the world. But there is another side to his character. He will be a man who will 
be a dictator of dictators! It is interesting that many of the types of Antichrist (the little 
antichrists) like Nimrod, Alexander the Great, Antiochus Epiphanes, Adolf Hitler have been 
men that were consumed with the power of the sword to effect their self-will and empire 
building projects. This is a time of unprecedented chaos, apostasy, persecution, and evil on the 
earth. It will be a period of great confusion and spiritual delusion. 

 
 

And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, let him 
hear. He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the 

sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. (v7-10) 

The Antichrist will rapidly construct a worldwide empire, “And it was given unto him to make war 
with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 
Part of his calculating strategy will be to utilise guile, charm, and also intimidation. The iron fist 
will be inside the velvet glove. Eventually that glove will be taken off as he launches the greatest 
wave of persecution this world has ever seen, “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, 
and to overcome them.” Seven centuries before John penned the Book of Revelation, Daniel 7 
revealed that the Antichrist would intimidate and persecute the Jews and the people of God, “I 
beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them.” (Dan. 7:21) This 
persecution will be especially prevalent in the last part of the Tribulation Period. He will wear out 
the saints of God mentally and physically. This should not be interpreted to mean that he will 
destroy their faith but simply that he will physically overcome them.  

The Antichrist will “honour the God of forces” (Daniel 11:38) which seems to suggest that he 
will be a man that glories in physical power. He will not only be a charismatic speaker but one 
who is capable of swift, ruthless action to deal with opposition. One cannot help but see the 
parallels with prototype antichrists like Adolf Hitler who could move the masses in his 
Nuremberg rallies, had a supernatural hatred of the Jews, and could then follow it up with 
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decisive, deadly actions. There is a marked contrast here between the true believer who glories in 
the Lord as his strength and refuge and the Antichrist who trusts in the arm of the flesh. The 
Antichrist will worship his military power. No doubt he will have access to terrorism, nuclear and 
biological weaponry. 

 

There is some very practical advice given here to believers on earth in the crucible of this 
tribulation persecution by the Antichrist, “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that 
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” John 
MacArthur notes, 

“This proverb contains important practical truth for those believers alive at the time of 
Antichrist’s persecution. They are to depend on God’s providence and not take matters 
in their own hands. Those believers who are destined by God’s sovereign plan for 
captivity (imprisonment) are to accept that incarceration as God’s will. They are not to 
resist or fight against Antichrist.”  

Such a response is in line with the counsel given by Christ to His disciples, “But I say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you.” (Matt. 5:44) This is the pattern that the Saviour Himself set for us to 
follow, 

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow His steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in His mouth: Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He 
suffered, He threatened not; but committed himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously: (1 Peter 2:21-23) 

The Tribulation saints are to enjoy the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings in that they must, “follow 
His steps.” They will walk in the blessed path of those countless martyrs who loved not their lives 
unto death. We must never forget that the death of a martyr is just as much of “a deliverance” 
for the martyr as Daniel was from the den of lions when God shut the mouth of the lions. For 
when a martyr dies he or she goes straight into the presence of God and is delivered immediately 
and eternally from sin, temptation, the world, and the devil.  
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And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a 
dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell 

therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. (v11-12) 

We are now introduced to a third person that makes up the “unholy trinity” with the red dragon 
and the Antichrist beast. This third person is “another beast.” The Greek word translated “another” 
is allos meaning one of the same kind. So this 2nd beast is a human person also. He is called “the 
false prophet” in Revelation 19:20. The definite article is used implying that this is a clear 
identifiable false prophet. MacArthur notes, 

“Just as the false christs who have plagued mankind will culminate in the final Antichrist, 
so also will the false prophets culminate in a final false prophet. He will be Satan’s last 
and most powerful lying deceiver. Alone with Satan, the counterfeit of the Father, and 
Antichrist, the counterfeit of Jesus Christ, the false prophet will form the satanic false 
trinity. He will be the counterfeit of the Holy Spirit. The false prophet will be Antichrist’s 
partner in Satan’s massive final deception of the world. While Antichrist will be primarily 
a political and military ruler, he will also claim to be God. The false prophet will be his 
high priest, the religious leader who will lead people into the satanic religion of 
worshipping Antichrist. The false prophet will deify Antichrist and convince unbelievers 
that he is the only hope for the world’s salvation.” 

 

 
 

This is not just an unholy triumvirate of the devil, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet but also 
this wicked alliance work in harmony and unity to promote their anti-God agenda. The desperate 
circumstance of the soon return of the real Christ clearly concentrates minds and wills. Their 
partnership is externally very successful as in just a few short months the whole world is swayed 
to wonder, worship, and allegiance under this brutal dictatorship. As the devil is an expert at 
lying, murdering, and deceiving it is no surprise that his two hell-inspired accomplices are 
specialists at it also.  

It seems that the Antichrist and the False Prophet have two distinct roles. The Antichrist 
seems to have more of a military, economic and political role and the False Prophet works more 
within the religious world to encourage religious fervor and allegiance for the Antichrist. Both 
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roles are vital for the success of the Antichrist’s dictatorship. Religion is the most powerful force 
on the planet. People will sacrifice anything, even their own lives and their families’ lives, for the 
sake of religion. If the Antichrist can conquer the spiritual dimension in the hearts of every man 
then he truly will control the world.  

 

 
 

The Antichrist in the first half of the Tribulation Period seems to tolerate other religions 
just as long as he is revered. But in the second half of the Tribulation, he ruthlessly eliminates all 
competitors. This symbiotic union is graphically pictured in Revelation 17 as the whore 
symbolizing the False Prophet riding the Antichrist beast. Eventually the Antichrist beast turns 
against the whore and symbolically destroys her reflecting the fact that eventually the Antichrist 
will destroy all other religions and demand the exclusive deification of him alone.   

This False Prophet will come “up out of the earth” and we are told, “he had two horns like a 
lamb, and he spake as a dragon.” We get the impression that the False Prophet is less terrifying and 
subtler than the Antichrist who is the ruthless and terrifying beast likened to a leopard, bear, and 
lion. By contrast, the False Prophet appears “like a lamb.” The Greek word arnio is the diminutive 
here and is often used to describe a harmless, little lamb. The False Prophet will appear to be 
gentle, meek and harmless. This makes his deception all the more difficult to discern. Likely he 
moderates the harsh image of the Antichrist to many by whispering gently, “Peace, peace; when there 
is no peace.” (Jer. 6:14) Despite his wolf in sheep’s clothing appearance, the False Prophet’s 
deceptive words will be just as much inspired by the devil, “and he spake as a dragon.” We often 
forget that the devil first spoke on this earth to Eve with subtlety and sought to win her heart by 
appearing to be her friend seeking her interests only. The devil can speak smoothly and gently 
but he also can speak loudly and terrifyingly.  

And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And 
deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound 

by a sword, and did live. (v13-14) 
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Like the Antichrist beast, the False Prophet beast will be able to demonstrate his powers by 
doing spectacular signs and wonders. Whilst many of these may well be optical illusions and not 
truly miraculous as, “lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9) we must not assume that this is true of all. There 
is no statement here to suggest that all are false. The devil has clearly limited powers that God 
has granted to him. In the Book of Job, he was able to sent fire down from heaven to consume 
Job’s animals, “While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from 
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell 
thee.” (Job 1:16) So it is probable that the False Prophet will be able to imitate Elijah, Moses and 
the two witnesses in bringing fire down from heaven.  

 The ability to do signs and wonders was a prophetic mark of the Messiah. In the book of 
Isaiah it was revealed of the Messiah, 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 
(Isaiah 35:4-6) 

Indeed, this Messianic mark was the one that Christ pointed to when John’s disciple’s enquired 
into His authenticity, “Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do 
hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” (Matt. 11:4-5) 

So the Antichrist will be able to demonstrate to the Jews that he is the supposed Messiah by: 

(1) Brokering Peace between Jew and Arab. 

(2) Promising Prosperity in a time of great economic turmoil. 

(3) Patronising the erection of the Third Jewish Temple on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. 

(4) Appearing to fulfill the death, burial, and resurrection of the Messiah as promised in 
Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53. 

(5) Constructing a world Empire by subjugating the Gentile nations with the Jews in a 
prominent position. 

(6) Verifying his messianic claims by doing spectacular signs and wonders. 

(7) Being a great prophetic speaker like Moses. 

(8) Having a “pseudo-Elijah” False Prophet to prepare the way for him by doing signs and 
wonders, especially bringing fire from heaven.  

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause 
that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and 

great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man 
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is 

wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number is Six hundred threescore and six. (v15-18) 
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We are given an insight that the Antichrist beast here will be worshipped not just directly but by 
the form of an image all over the world, “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast 
should be killed.”  

 

 

 

This image is reminiscent of the golden image made by Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 3 that all were 
required to worship upon penalty of death. This image of the Antichrist is different from those 
of dictators of the past in that it appears to be life-like. Doubtless, he will be able to harness 
modern technology such as robotics and other special effects to enhance this effect.  

 

 
 

The religious exclusivity of worship of the Antichrist will have an economic aspect to it. Trade 
will be linked to allegiance to the Antichrist, “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he 
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that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” The word translated “mark” here 
is charagma. In John’s day the image or names of the emperor was engraved in a charagma on 
coins. Slaves received a charagma to identify them by means of a tattoo of a branding. Those who 
were part of a religious cult likewise were marked by a charagma to identify their allegiance. In 
revelation 7 the 144,000 were sealed on their foreheads by God to identify and preserve them as 
a remnant in the GTP. Now the devil imitates this by sealing his people in the same period.  

Every man who wants to function in the society will be forced to take the charagma mark 
of the Antichrist beast. In this time of great economic turbulence in the Tribulation Period with 
famine and widespread destruction of vegetation and sea trade, people will desperate to survive. 
The Antichrist will tap into this desperation and ruthlessly utilise it for his own ends. MacArthur 
explains,  

“Besides the constant threat of death, refusing to take the mark of the beast will have 
dire practical consequences in daily living: no one will be able to buy or to sell, except the 
one who has the mark. Antichrist’s empire will maintain strict economic control over the 
world. Food, clothing, medical supplies, and the other necessities of life potentially in 
demand in the devastated earth, which has felt the judgment of God (6:5–6), will be 
unobtainable for those without the mark. Currency will probably vanish, to be replaced 
by controlled credit. Instead of a credit card, which can be lost, people will have a mark 
(possibly a bar code) in their forehead or hand. Scanning people’s foreheads or hands 
would identify them to a central computer system. Life under totalitarian governments in 
our time provides a faint glimpse of what is to come.” 

 

 
 

The pressure on humanity to worship the Antichrist at this time will be unprecedented. The 
choice will be Christ or Antichrist. To reject the Antichrist will mean death either by murder or a 
slow death by starvation. History reveals in such instances, few will dare oppose this dictator of 
dictators. However, we should not imagine that the Antichrist and his forces have things all their 
own way. They will have dominance for a season but never total dominance. God will preserve a 
remnant such as the 144,000. At least one third of the Jews will come through the Tribulation 
Period unscathed.  

 The Antichrist will be associated with the number 666, “Let him that hath understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.” 
Six is the number of man as he was created on the 6th day of creation. The Antichrist will 
consummate the pride and wickedness of humanity in its attempt to live independent of God in 
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lawlessness. 666 stands for the best man can do. He will be sin’s man - the lawless one. It is 
appropriate that he bears a threefold number that reflects that status. It is pointless to speculate 
who this man is. Every guess so far has been proven wrong. The Bible makes clear that he will 
only be able to be definitively identified when he is revealed on earth in the Tribulation Period. 
He will arise in days of deep economic turmoil and spiritual deception. We must be alert that 
things will get much worse before they get better for this world.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


