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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Rise of the 666 Beast – Part 1” (Revelation 13:1-6) 

The advent of the Antichrist is one of the most startling events prophesied in all of Scripture. 
Throughout the ages the devil has empowered deeply depraved individuals to engage in 
promoting evil in this world. This movement will culminate in the revealing of the “man of sin” (2 
Thess. 2:3). Since the early days of Christianity, the Apostles taught from OT books, like Daniel 
7, the coming of a great deceptive dictator known as the Antichrist, who will be the greatest 
copycat “Christ” the devil has ever produced. Scripture tells us much about him. Eventually 
during the Great Tribulation Period the Antichrist will take absolute control as the “Dictator of 
all Dictators!” He as the devil incarnate will truly be of his father the devil! The best and worst 
are yet to come.  

 

 
 

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like 
unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave 

him his power, and his seat, and great authority. (v1-2) 

We have been introduced to the Antichrist before in the book of Revelation. Revelation 11:7 
reveals the Antichrist “beast” that murders the two witnesses, “the beast that ascendeth out of the 
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.” But in chapter 13 we 
get a much more detailed description.  

The beast of Revelation 13 emerges from the emerges out of the chaos of the Great 
Tribulation Period, “and saw a beast rise up out of the sea.” The word “sea” here has been much 
debated but the best way to understand it is to let Revelation 11:7 and 17:8 interpret it as the 
bottomless pit or abyss. Although the Antichrist will be a man (2 Thess. 2:4) this description of 
his connection to the abyss reflects the origin of his powers and role, “ascendeth out of the bottomless 
pit.” The Antichrist will be controlled, indwelt, and empowered by demonic forces from hell, 
“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 
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2:9) The Antichrist will be, “that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” (2 Thess. 2:3) This was 
the title given to Judas Iscariot (John 17:12) who the devil at one point in time controlled, 
indwelt, and empowered, “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the 
twelve.” (Luke 22:3) Doubtless, the antichrist will have to surrender his mind, body and soul to 
the devil to be possessed by the evil one to such a degree. 

INSIGHT FROM DANIEL 7 

Revelation 13 must be read in parallel with the last half of the Book of Daniel, especially Daniel 
7 where the little horn arises from the ten horns of the fourth beast in the vision. A close study 
will reveal that the two visions are speaking of the same person using similar symbols: 
 

 
 

This beast in Revelation 13, “having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns.” In Daniel 
7 we are explicitly told represents 10 kings, “And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that 
shall arise.” (Daniel 7:24a) Then another radical transition occurs as Daniel reveals, “I considered the 
horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns 
plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great 
things.” (Daniel 7:8) The ten horns then change from the picture of a semblance of unified power 
and a new feature appears. Suddenly, chaos erupts and a little horn springs up and uproots three 
of the ten previous horns, “and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he 
shall subdue three kings.” (Daniel 7:24b) It may be that three obstructionist kings are struck down 
and then the remaining seven submit to the little horn. Therefore, seven horns of the original ten 
remain intact and the interloper little horn (the 11th horn) becomes prominent.  

We read that, “And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before 
whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more 
stout than his fellows.” (Daniel 7:20) This little horn king who has eyes and speaks powerfully is the 
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Antichrist, who will emerge from the chaos and upheaval of the final days of this age to bring a 
sense of forced unity. He will come from within the confederacy of ten rulers to dominate the 
rest. The fact that he is “little horn” at first may suggest that he comes from nowhere to dominate 
by the power of his political skills. We are told in other passages that he is a great flatterer and a 
diplomatic genius. This Antichrist will come initially by deception to seize power before using 
force and intimidation to extend his Empire worldwide. He will not just dominate the kingdoms 
of the ten rulers but eventually the whole world. We will only be able to initially identify him 
when he subdues the three rival rulers. He will be the best tool Satan can produce of a false 
imitation of Jesus Christ!   

We are also told the nature of this beast is identified with all the characteristics of the 
first three beasts – lion, bear, and leopard of Daniel 7, “And the beast which I saw was like unto a 
leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion.” (Rev. 13:2) The 
Antichrist will be the embodiment of all the wickedness, guile, ruthlessness, and depravity of all 
those Gentile leaders that preceded him. Many of these Gentile rulers deified themselves and 
proclaimed themselves as objects of worship. The Antichrist will replicate that by demanding the 
world worship him alone at some point in the middle of the Tribulation Period. The titles on the 
beast’s heads reflect this self-deification, “and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” 

 

 
 

And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world 
wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped 

the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? (v3-4) 

We get a significant potential insight into one of the ways the Antichrist will persuade the world 
and, in particular, the Jewish people that he is the Messiah. In Revelation 5:6 we read of Jesus 
Christ, “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain…” Here we learn about the Antichrist, “And I saw one of his heads as 
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it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed.” It may well be that the Antichrist will seek 
to imitate the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. This should not surprise us as he 
is the one, “whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders.” (2 Thess. 
2:9) Adrian Roger notes, 

“Everything that God has, Satan has a counterfeit. There are counterfeit Christians. We 
call them hypocrites. There’s a counterfeit church. The Bible calls it the synagogue of 
Satan. There is a counterfeit trinity. What is the Holy Trinity? God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. What is the counterfeit trinity? The dragon, the beast, and 
the false prophet: the anti-god, the anti-christ, and the anti-spirit. The devil is a fake, a 
fraud, and a counterfeiter. He’s going to counterfeit the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but 
it will be so amazing that the world will follow after him. It will be the masterstroke of 
Satan.” 

 

 
 

It is not hard to imagine that this act of deception would aid the Antichrist in winning 
the hearts and minds of skeptical Jews to his cause. The Antichrist could then claim to have 
fulfilled the OT prophecies of the death and resurrection of the Messiah such as Psalm 22 and 
Isaiah 53. At a time of great death and geo-political turbulence such amazing acts of power 
would doubtless attract many desperate individuals to his cause, “and all the world wondered after the 
beast.”  

The cult around the Antichrist will mutate from wonder to worship, “And they worshipped 
the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? 
who is able to make war with him?” This worship is aided by the power of the devil and the smooth 
deceptive words of the false prophet, “And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and 
causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” (Rev 
13:12) The false prophet is pictured as a whore riding the beast of the Antichrist in Revelation 
17. So these two individuals will make use of each other in an unholy religious and secular union 
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empowered by hell. Eventually the Antichrist beast will utilise the false prophet to unite all 
religions under him. He shall declare himself as the object of worship, “Who opposeth and exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God.” (2 Thess. 2:4)  

The unholy Trinity of evil – the red devil dragon, the Antichrist, and the false prophet 
will work together in an evil alliance to deceive the world. The deceived world will even compose 
songs of depraved praise to this false Christ, “and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the 
beast? who is able to make war with him?” The world is overcome with the religious, political, 
economic, and military deceptions and arguments that this beast is worthy of worship.  

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to 
continue forty and two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and 

his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. (v5-6) 

The Antichrist is clearly a man with tremendous intelligence and persuasive with words. He is a 
man of significant power and influence who will eventually persuade the world to worship him. 
The little horn will now become a big one! One of the things he will speak on is to attack God 
by blasphemies, “And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to 
blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.” (Rev. 13:5-6; cf. Daniel 7:25a) 
and in his deeds, “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” (2 Thess. 2:4) There is a clear 
parallel with the devil’s desire to be worshipped and usurp the position and power of God (cf. 
Isa. 14:14) The devil tempted the real Christ to worship him, “Again, the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto 
him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.” (Matt. 4:8-9) The false christ 
or antichrist will accept this offer.  

The Antichrist will fiercely oppose any Jewish hope of the real Messiah coming to deliver 
the Jews and establish His kingdom from Jerusalem in righteousness. No competition will be 
permitted to him. Religion will never go out of fashion. The Antichrist will know that and make 
use of it. But he will eventually not tolerate any other form of religion that doesn’t worship him. 
He will become like many Emperors of the past that eventually deify self and demand that the 
people they subjugate make him the object of worship. That is what the Egyptians, Babylonians, 
Persians, Greeks and Romans did! 

The Antichrist emerges empowered by the devil. But even in this terrible description we 
are reminded that he only is permitted to emerge and remain at the sovereign will of Almighty 
God, “and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.” The unholy trinity of the devil, 
antichrist, and false prophet are limited in time and scope by a sovereign God. These 42 months 
or 1260 days are the last three and a half years of the Tribulation Period known also as the Great 
Tribulation Period (cf. Matt. 24:21) God will remove some restraint from the devil at this point 
in human history, but He will not remove all restraint. 

And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed….. (2 Thess. 2:6-8a) 
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Inspired and empowered by the devil, the Antichrist will build an Empire of unprecedented 
power and size in world history. This Empire is built on corruption, deception, lies, violence, and 
intimidation. However, we learned in other prophecies that his kingdom is a very short-lived and 
unstable. This corresponds to the symbol of the mixture of iron and clay in the Great Image on 
Daniel 2, which indicates strength and fragility combined. This relatively short period is 
necessary to limit the destructive power of the Antichrist or none would survive, “For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except 
those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened.” (Matt. 24:21-22) The Antichrist will not dominate this world a second longer than God 
has purposed.  

CONCLUSION 

The world is in chaos today. Many are looking for a leader that can solve the Middle East crisis 
between the Jews and the Arabs and for a man who can bring prosperity and stability to the 
turbulent world economy. The Antichrist will promise to deliver all of these. He will seemingly 
be able to square the circle! Many years ago historian Arnold Toynbee noted, “By forcing on 
mankind more and more lethal weapons and at the same time making the whole world more and 
more interdependent economically, technology has brought mankind to such a degree of distress 
that we are ripe for deifying any new Caesar who might succeed in giving the world unity and 
peace.” John MacArthur also observes, 

“Some find it incredible that anyone could rise to such a position of absolute authority. 
But there are parallels in human history, albeit on a much smaller scale. Inevitably, 
turmoil in society aids such a ruler’s rise to power. Dictators gain control by offering 
solutions to society’s seemingly unsolvable problems. Adolf Hitler, for example, took 
advantage of the chaotic economic and political conditions in Germany following World 
War I. He promised the German people that under, his leadership, their downtrodden 
nation would again rise to a place of prominence, power, and wealth. Desperate for a way 
out of their dilemma, many people believed his message. Eventually, the Nazi party grew 
so strong that Hitler was appointed chancellor of Germany. From that position he went 
on to seize absolute power. Antichrist, a dictator more powerful and evil than Hitler, will 
rise to power amid the frightening and unprecedented chaos of the Tribulation.”  

 The world will be attracted to the Antichrist’s charisma and intelligence, convinced by his 
amazing signs, seduced by his promises to bring peace and prosperity, to the point that they will 
worship him. But even when the devil’s power on earth is at its greatest, God’s power is greater 
still. Christ will “de-horn” the little horn with the big mouth and all his wicked followers! This 
reality of a sovereign God in control of all history and circumstances is something we need to 
continually remind ourselves even in the midst of our own dark days and the crisis of life. We 
must sing every moment of every day, “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” (Rev. 19:6) 
 


