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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Woman & The Red Dragon – Part 2” (Revelation 12:5-17) 

The 12th chapter of Revelation introduces a new vision that gives a different perspective. It 
begins with a somewhat parenthetical section of Revelation 12-14 that divides the sounding of 
the 7th trumpet judgment of Revelation 11:15 near the end of the Tribulation Period and the 
beginning of the 7 vial judgments of Revelation 15-18.  

 

 
 

And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up 
unto God, and to his throne. (v5) 

The devil in the form of the red dragon had sought to destroy the coming into the world of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The vision reveals that from Israel (pictured as a woman) came forth the 
Saviour of the world, “And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.” 

WHEN WILL CHRIST RULE ALL NATIONS WITH A ROD OF IRON? 

When Christ came the first time, He did not physically rule over the nations of the world. Yet 
the Bible repeatedly promises that one day He will,  

And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end. (Luke 1:33; cf. Psa. 2:6-9; 89:20-37; Daniel 2:44; Matt. 25:31) 

And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
LORD, and His name one. (Zech. 14:9; cf. Isa. 2:2-4, Micah 4:1-3) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and 
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he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. (Zech. 9:9-10) 

This physical reign has not yet happened. The disciples recognised that the OT Scriptures had 
promised that this would occur. That is why when Christ arose from the dead they asked was 
this the moment that the Messiah would now begin His physical reign from Jerusalem on 
David’s throne, “When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this 
time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6) Their request was not some Jewish nationalistic 
pride but based on the promises of Scripture. The Lord Jesus Christ does not dismiss their 
question as redundant but simply replied that they were to leave the timing of that answer to 
God’s sovereign will, “And He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power.” (Acts 1:7) 

 This future physical reign of Christ will occur when Christ returns to deliver Israel from 
her enemies at the future Battle of Armageddon. This reign begins during the Millennium of 
1,000 years at the end of the Tribulation Period and extends on into eternity with the New 
Heaven and New Earth of Revelation 21-22. 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4-6) 

WHY DOES CHRIST RULE WITH A ROD OF IRON? 

The fact that Christ will reign in the future with a rod of iron provides significant clues to the era 
in which He will reign. There is no need for a rod of iron in the new heaven and the new earth 
because there is no sin there forever, 

And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the 
kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall 
not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. And they shall bring the 
glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life. (Rev. 21:24-27) 

We are told, however, that during the millennium that there will be children present of those that 
survive the Great Tribulation and enter the millennial kingdom. We assume that many children 
will also be born. There are a number of significant references to them in prophecy, 

And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:8-9) 
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There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not 
filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an 
hundred years old shall be accursed. (Isaiah 65.20) 

Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the 
people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be 
carried upon their shoulders. (Isaiah 49.22) 

These children birthed in the Millennium will be born with a sinful Adamic nature. That is the 
group that will join with the devil in the last rebellion at the end of the Millennium in the battle 
of Gog and Magog detailed in Revelation 20, 

And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, 
Gog, and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the 
sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and devoured them. (Rev. 20:7-9) 

These children growing up during the 1000 year reign of Christ will exhibit rebellious tendencies 
during the Millennium. Hence the need for Christ to rule from Jerusalem with a rod of iron! 
Zechariah describes the character and chastisement of some of these “Millennial rebels.” 

And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came 
against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the 
LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso 
will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And if the family of 
Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, 
wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of 
tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all 
nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. (Zechariah 14:16-19) 

It must be carefully noted the context of these rebellions. It occurs when Christ returns to the 
Mount of Olives at the Battle of Armageddon, 

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought 
in the day of battle. And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great 
valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it 
toward the south. (Zechariah 14:3-4) 

And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
LORD, and his name one….. …And men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no 
more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited……(Zechariah 
14:9, 11) 

The period between the incarnation and physical coronation of Jesus Christ has an intermediate 
stage that has already lasted almost 2,000 years, “and her child was caught up unto God, and to His 
throne.” The Lord Jesus Christ is now seated at the Father’s right hand in glory awaiting the call to 
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return to earth to reign, “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” (Acts 2:33; cf. Mark 
16:19) 

And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a 
thousand two hundred and threescore days. (v6) 

The reference to “a thousand two hundred and threescore days” is suggestive of the 3 and a half years of 
the Great Tribulation Period. The proud devil has been defeated and humiliated by the heavenly 
forces led by Michael. His attention will be particularly focused on destroying his perennial foe – 
the Jews. John MacArthur explains, 

“During the Tribulation, Satan will increase his efforts to destroy the Jewish people, so 
that the nation cannot be saved as the Bible promises (Zech. 12:10- 13:1; Rom. 11:25-
27). And so that there will be none left alive to enter the millennial kingdom, he will seek 
to kill believing Jews. As always, Israel will be his prime target. In a brief glimpse of what 
will be described more fully in verses 13-17, John noted the woman fled into the 
wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, so that there she would be nourished 
for one thousand two hundred and sixty days (cf. v. 14). God will frustrate Satan’s 
attempt to destroy Israel during the Tribulation by hiding His people, just as the Lord 
Jesus Christ predicted (Matt. 24:15-21). Antichrist’s desecration of the temple will send 
the Jewish people fleeing into the wilderness. The exact location where God will hide 
them is not revealed, but it probably somewhere east of the Jordan River and south of 
the Dead Sea, in the territory formerly occupied by Moab, Ammon, and Edom (cf. Dan. 
11:40-41). Wherever their hiding place will be, they will be nourished and defended by 
God (cf. vv. 14-16), just as their ancestors were during the forty years of wandering in the 
wilderness. The length of Israel’s stay in hiding, one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days (three and half years; cf. 11:2-3; 12:14; 13:5) corresponds to the last half of the 
Tribulation, the period Jesus called the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). Those Jews who 
remain behind in Jerusalem will come under the influence of the two witnesses, and 
many in that city will be redeemed (11:13). Eventually, in spite of Satan’s efforts, “all 
Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26).”

6 

 

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his 
angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and 

his angels were cast out with him. (v7-9) 

There is much dispute about the context and timing of these events in these verses. The 
traditional pre-tribulation premillennial view places them around the beginning of the 7-year 
Tribulation Period. They argue that although the devil was a defeated foe at the Cross (cf. John 
16:11), the final judgment has not yet been fully executed. It will begin at this point in history. 
Many pre-tribulation advocates believe that the rapture of the church to heaven (John 14:1-6; 1 
Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) is the spark that lights the fire of this confrontation. We are 
explicitly told that Michael will lead an assault on the devil and his fallen angels at the end times, 
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy 
people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” (Daniel 12:1) The nature of this 
conflict has many unanswered questions. Henry Morris writes,  
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“With what weapons and by what tactics is this heavenly warfare waged? That's beyond 
our understanding. Angels cannot be injured or slain with earthly weapons, and such 
physical forces as we know about are not able to move spiritual beings. But these beings 
do operate in a physical universe so there must exist some powerful physical spiritual 
energies of which we yet can only have vague intimations, energies which can propel and 
angelic bodies, that super luminary velocities through space and which can move 
mountains and change planetary orbits. It is with such energies and powers that this 
heavenly battle will be waged and the spectators in heaven, including John, will watch in 
awe.” 

 

 
 

It seems from the evidence of Scripture that the devil’s direct influence is spread thinly around 
this universe. He has even limited access to heaven from the statements in Job 1-2. There he 
accuses the brethren of God’s children and his forces battle the holy angels seeking to carry out 
the will of God (cf. Daniel 10). But there is seemingly coming a moment in history when God 
will exile the forces of darkness forever from heaven, “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven.” In God’s sovereign purpose and plan, the devil and his followers are not 
cast at this moment into the Lake of Fire. God permits them to inhabit the earth en masse, “And 
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he 
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” When Satan is now confined to earth, 
his activities are intensified against humanity.  

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day 
and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 

not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 
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earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time. (v10-12) 

The permanent expulsion forever of the presence of the devil and his evil followers produces a 
note of loud praise and worship to the Lord, “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them.” 
The most feared and hated enemy of righteousnes in the universe has been forever expelled 
from heaven. Of course this has consequences for the earth as the destroyer and accuser of the 
brethren now focuses solely on the only place he is permitted to operate in, “Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time.” Bible commentator John Phillips wrote,  

“Satan is now like a caged lion, enraged beyond words by the limitations now placed 
upon his freedom. He picks himself up from the dust of the earth, shakes his fist at the 
sky, and glares around, choking with fury for ways to vent his hatred and spite upon 
humankind.” 

This is now detailed in the next section.  

And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man 
child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her 

place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. And the serpent 
cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 

And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon 
cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her 

seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. (v13-17) 

The concentration of demonic forces on the earth will unleash terrible evil consequences for this 
planet. Enraged and desperate to prevent the return of Christ to destroy him, the devil will lash 
out like a cornered animal particularly at Israel, “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the 
earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man child.” The word “persecuted” has the idea of, 
“to chase or to pursue.” What will doubtless particularly inflame him will be the salvation of the 
144,00 and the two witnesses and their powerful evangelistic ministries. That is why Jeremiah 
described this period as, “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's 
trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.” (Jer. 30:7) The focused intensity of evil is like placing one 
million Adolf Hitlers all over this planet! However, God is on the throne and this earth is still 
our Father’s world and He has promised to deliver Israel, “but he shall be saved out of it.” (Jer. 30:7).  

The Bible now reveals that the devil will attempt two tactical assaults on Israel. The first 
one is thwarted by God Himself, “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might 
fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of 
the serpent.” Wings in the Bible are symbols of speed, agility, protection, and strength. It is likely 
that these eagle’s wings are symbols of a particular method of deliverance that God will use at 
this time. This deliverance is for the period, “for a time, and times, and half a time,” which equates to 
three and a half years or 1260 days (cf. Daniel 7:25). 

God does not choose to reveal here where this “wilderness” is that He will hide the 
remnant of Israel from the devil. There are some hints in Scripture that this area is to the East of 
Jerusalem such as the warnings of Christ, “When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then let them 
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which be in Judaea flee into the mountains” (Matt. 24:15-16) and the insight of Daniel 11:41 of the 
preservation of the ancient lands of Edom, Moab, and Ammon. MacArthur explains, 

“In her place of safety and refuge, Israel will be supernaturally nourished (fed) by God. 
Cut off from the world system, and unable in any case to buy and sell (cf. 13:17), the 
Jews will need outside help to survive. God will supernaturally supply them with food, 
just as he did by providing their ancestors with manna and quail in the wilderness (Ex. 
16:12ff.), and Elijah with food at the brook Cherith (1 Kings 17:1– 6). Certainly it is not 
incredible that, in a time of devastating miraculous judgments, God will miraculously 
provide provisions for His people.” 

 

 

 

The initial assault fails to destroy Israel. We are told that the devil will try another tactic, “And the 
serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the 
flood.” It is not clear that this is a literal flood of water or a symbol of an attack from an attacking 
army. However, Almighty God is not caught unaware or unable to fulfill His covenantal 
promises of deliverance, “And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” The God who sent the Flood has no problem 
stopping one! The God that opened up the earth to swallow Korah, Dathan, and Abiram in 
Numbers 16 has no problem doing the same to the devil’s forces! God will have the final say. 

 This second devastating failure only enrages the proud devil more. We are told he will 
then launch another assault on Jewish and Gentile believers elsewhere, “And the dragon was wroth 
with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” One of the chief instruments the devil will use in his deception 
and persecution of the Jewish and Gentile believers will be the Antichrist. We are introduced to 
this false Christ in detail in Revelation 13. There is a blessing in this verse. It reminds us that 
God’s love is deep and faithful for Israel. One day they will be truly saved by turning to Christ, 



For 13 November 2016                                                                         Cornerstone Church Bible Class  
                                         

  

www.oldfaith.wordpress.com 8 

‘the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Adrian 
Rogers puts it well,  

“Does this bless you? Friend, it makes me shouting happy to know that God has a plan. 
God has not forsaken His ancient people. God has blessed Israel, that Israel might be a 
blessing to all of the world. There’s going to be a fountain open to them.” 

 


