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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Woman & The Red Dragon – Part 1” (Revelation 12:1-4) 

Revelation 6-11 described the events of the 7 seals judgments and the 7 trumpet judgments 
during the Tribulation Period. It seems that the effects of the 7th trumpet judgment are 
manifested in the 7 vial judgments of Revelation 15-18. The 12th chapter of Revelation 
introduces a new vision that gives a different perspective. It begins with a somewhat 
parenthetical section of Revelation 12-14 that divides the sounding of the 7th trumpet judgment 
of Revelation 11:15 near the end of the Tribulation Period and the beginning of the 7 vial 
judgments of Revelation 15-18.  

In this section of Revelation 12-14 we see some more detail of the prominent characters 
of the Tribulation Period – kind of micro level view as opposed to the broader macro overview 
of Revelation 6-11 and Revelation 15-18. Clarence Larkin shows the connection between these 
various judgments,  

 

SO WHAT DOES REVELATION 12-14 REPRESENT? 

It seems that this parenthetical section is one that looks back over the Tribulation Period and 
gives a detailed overview of the devil’s perspective and workings during that timeframe. It 
explains the roots of the long war between Israel and the devil, the timing and rise of the 
Antichrist, and a deeper understanding of the last stand by the devil at the end of the Tribulation 
Period to overcome God’s plan for the Millennium and the Eternal Golden Age.  

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 

delivered. (v1-2) 

The first thing that we are told that there “appeared a great wonder in heaven.” The Greek word 
translated “great” is mega and the word translated “wonder” is semeion, which means a sign, symbol, 
special event, or even a miracle. It is important to note that these great signs represent literal, 
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historical persons, places or things. They reveal some special meaning, truth, or idea. John 
MacArthur rightly says, “The literal approach to interpreting Scripture allows for normal use of 
symbolic language, but understands that it points to a literal reality.” 

WHAT DOES THE WOMAN SYMBOLISE?  

There are many Christian scholars who have identified the woman as the church down the 
centuries. However, the prevailing view in recent decades has been to identify her as a symbol of 
Israel. There are a number of reasons for doing so: 

(1) The woman gives birth to a man child who is clearly the Lord Jesus Christ, “who was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.” (v5) The church is not 
described as giving birth to the Messiah. It is Israel that is pictured as this entity. In Romans 9 
Paul explained this connection between Israel and Christ, “Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 
Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen.” (Rom. 9:4-5) The Bible repeatedly emphasized that Jesus was of Jewish lineage. He was a 
son of Abraham and a direct descendant of the House of David (Matt. 1:1). Christ is described 
as David’s Greater Son (cf. 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Matthew 1:1; 22:42-46). Christ Himself confirmed 
that, “salvation is of the Jews.” (John 4:22) 

 

 
 

 (2) Israel is often represented throughout the Old Testament in the form of a woman, “For thy 
Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of 
the whole earth shall he be called. For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and 
a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God.”(Isa. 54:5-6; cf. Isa. 26:18; 47:7–9; 66:7–8; Jer. 
4:31; 31:32; Lam. 1:1; Ezek. 16:32; Hosea 2:16; Micah 4:9– 10; 5:1–3). John Walvoord notes, “In 
the Old Testament, Israel frequently is presented as the wife of Jehovah, often in her character as 
being unfaithful to her husband.”  

(3) The symbols associated with the woman are Jewish symbols when we compare Scripture with 
Scripture. The dream of Joseph, the descendants of Abraham were symbolised as, “the sun and the 
moon and the eleven stars” (Gen. 37:9). Joseph evidently was the twelfth star. Throughout Scripture 
heavenly bodies are used as symbols of Israel (cf. Josh. 10:12–14; Jud. 10:12–14; Ps. 89:35–37; 
Jer. 31:35–36).  
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(4) The identification of the woman as one travailing with child is an identification with Israel 
and Christ. The pain of this travail reflects the centuries of pain Israel went through as the devil 
sought to prevent the Messiah springing forth from the royal house of David. This pain of 
persecution was intensified around the birth of Christ and has continued down the centuries as 
Israel awaits the Second Coming of its Messiah, “And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.” (Rom. 11:26) One of the 
clear symbols is the travailing woman of Micah 5 and Revelation 12. Dwight Pentecost notes,  

“The parallelism between Revelation 12 and Micah 5 helps to identify the woman as 
Israel. In Micah 5:2 is recorded the birth of the ruler. The rejection of this ruler results in 
the setting aside of the nation (“therefore will he give them up,” Mic. 5:3). The nation 
will be in travail “until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth” (Mic. 5:3), 
that is, until the accomplishment of God’s purpose. The same program is outlined in 
Revelation 12.” 

The fact that Israel has such an important symbol in the future should not surprise the Bible 
scholar. God is not finished with Israel! The preservation of this indestructible race of people is 
testament to that fact. Their scattering for two millennia and now re-gathering to their ancient 
homeland is further evidence.  
 

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven crowns upon his heads. (v3) 

The second great sign or wonder is now introduced in the vision. He is described as  “a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.” The creature here was not 
literally a great, fiery red dragon but a sign or symbol of the character and work of the creature 
represented by the sign. We don’t have to speculate which creature the dragon symbolizes, as we 
are explicitly told he is, “that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world…” 
(v9) The “red” is a colour of fire, warning, and bloodshed and the “dragon” pictures his 
ferocious, ruthless, and intensely cruel nature. We know Satan is a murderer from the beginning. 
(John 8:44) that has waged war on the people of God down the centuries. So red is an 
appropriate colour for the character and work of the devil.  

This red dragon is described as having 7 heads and 10 horns. These seven heads with 
crowns are also a reminder that the devil has great power and intelligence. There is an obvious 
parallel here with the descriptions of the world empires and the antichrist set out in Daniel 7:23-
25 and Revelation 13:1 & 17:9-13, 

Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which 
shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are 
ten kings that shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse 
from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words 
against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think 
to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing of time. (Daniel 7:23-25) 
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And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his 
heads the name of blasphemy. (Revelation 13:1) 

And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, 
on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, 
and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short 
space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the 
seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten 
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one 
hour with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and 
strength unto the beast. (Revelation 17:9-13) 

 

 
 

There are 6 world empires in history that have already been realized in the past. The future 7th 
empire is that of the Antichrist. It will be a ten-nation confederacy when it emerges at first 
before mutating into an absolute dictatorship under the Antichrist. As these empires and the 
Antichrist are empowered and controlled by the devil, it is not surprising in the seven-headed 
dragon with ten horns to see this symbolism reflected in this manner.  

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before 
the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. (v4) 

The devil is the ultimate rebel. Before he fell Satan had a glorious and honoured position in 
heaven as, “the anointed cherub that covereth.” (Ezek. 28:14) However, he was cast out of heaven for 
his pride and rebellion against God, 
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How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine 
heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I 
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will 
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou 
shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. (Isa. 14:12-15) 

Jesus Christ testified, “And He said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”(Luke 10:18) 
In this expulsion, the devil forfeited his honoured place before God’s throne. Now he has access 
to heaven but is left to roam the earth as, “the prince of this world.” (John 12:31; cf. 16:11) The devil 
seemingly persuaded a third of the angelic host to rebel with him, “And his tail drew the third part of 
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth.” This demonic host act in an unholy alliance of evil 
under the devil’s authority (Eph. 6:12; Daniel 10).  

There is a common misconception that the devil is limited to the bottomless pit. The 
Bible says at this time, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) When God questioned the devil as to his 
whereabouts, he replied, “Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, 
and from walking up and down in it.” (Job 1:7) Satan is dedicated to preventing and perverting the 
work of God on this earth. Since the Fall, the earth has been the key battle ground between the 
forces of God and the forces of Satan. This long war between heaven and hell has been fought 
on earth for 6,000 years. John MacArthur notes,  

“When Adam and Eve plummeted into corruption by choosing to listen to Satan’s lies 
and disobey God, the human race became embroiled in the cosmic war of the ages. In 
fact, since the Fall the earth has been the primary theater in which that war has been 
fought. Though already fallen, every member of the human race faces the same choice as 
the angels did in eternity past: to fight on God’s side or on Satan’s. Remaining neutral is 
not an option, for in Matthew 12:30 Jesus declared, ‘He who is not with Me is against 
Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.’  

The final battles of Satan’s long war against God are yet to be fought. They will take 
place in the future, during the last half of the seven-year tribulation period, the time Jesus 
called the Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). At that time Satan, aided by the absence of the 
raptured church and the presence of increased demon hordes (9:1-11), will mount his 
most desperate assaults against God’s purposes and His people. But despite the savage 
fury with which those assaults will be carried out, they will not succeed. The Lord Jesus 
Christ will effortlessly crush Satan and his forces (19:11-21) and send him to the abyss 
for the duration of the millennial kingdom (20:1-2). After leading a final rebellion at the 
close of the Millennium, Satan will be consigned to eternal punishment in the lake of fire 
(20:3, 7-10).”  

The devil hates Jesus and the devil hates Jews. We are told that this war has been going on for 
many centuries, “and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child 
as soon as it was born.”  

Cain’s murder of Abel was an attempt to destroy the seed of the woman that would 
eventually destroy the devil, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” (Gen 3:15) The attempt to corrupt the 
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godly line of Seth by intermarriage with the wicked line of Cain was a further attempt in Genesis 
6. Subsequent revelation to Abraham, Jacob and David revealed that the Messiah would come 
from the Jewish people and specifically from the tribe of Judah and the line of King David. This 
led to a two millennia campaign to wipe out the Jewish people from Esau’s plot to murder Jacob 
to the Antiochus Epiphanes. 

 

A classic example of this was around 2500 years ago when a man called Haman sought this 
petition, 
 

There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the people in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse from all people; neither 
keep they the king's laws: therefore it is not for the king's profit to suffer them. If 
it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and I will pay ten 
thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the charge of the 
business, to bring it into the king's treasuries. (Esther 3:8-9) 

This unrelenting campaign of genocide against the Jewish people culminated with multiple 
murder attempts on the Lord Jesus Christ. The devil failed to destroy the Jewish people so now 
he targeted the Messiah Himself. Herod tried to kill Jesus Christ as an infant (Matt. 2:13-16). The 
Scribes and the Pharisees orchestrated assassination attempts (John 8:58 and Mark 4:35-41). The 
final assault was His death at the Cross, which was in reality the greatest defeat for the devil. (Col. 
2:15; Heb. 2:14) 
 
WHY DOES THE DEVIL HATE THE JEWS?  
 
The truth is that the devil hates the Jews because the devil hates the Saviour of the Jews. It is 
ultimately a spiritual phenomenon. Ever since the Lord entered into a covenant 4000 years ago 
with Abraham and his descendants to bless the world through them, Satan has launched an 
unrelenting campaign against them. Because the Jews are God’s chosen people through whom 
the Messiah would come, the devil has reserved a special hatred for them. God has given 
multiple promises to them so by attacking the Jews the devil is hoping to destroy the credibility 
of God’s character and promises. Jewish Christian writer, Dr. Michael Brown explains, 
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“God has singled out the Jewish people as His instrument for world redemption, He has 
promised that they will always remain on the earth as a distinct people—despite their sins 
and failures—and the devil himself has marked them out for destruction. Ultimately, it is 
through the Jewish people that the knowledge of the one true God has come to the 
world, through the Jewish people that the Messiah has come, and through the Jewish 
people that the message of the Messiah went to the nations. And it is the Jewish people 
in Jerusalem who will ultimately welcome the Messiah back to earth to set up His 
kingdom (see Matthew 23:37-39). That’s why the devil hates them so!” 
 
This began in Egypt with Pharaoh. It continued in the ancient world with the attacks of 

nations like the Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. In the last 
two millennia other great foes have attacked the Jews. The Crusaders, Russian Tsars, Ottoman 
Turks, Arabs, and the Nazis are prominent examples of a consistent continuum of enemies. 
Anti-Semitism has a long and bloody history. It has been especially targeting the children of the 
Jews from Pharaoh through Herod to more contemporary men like Hitler who murdered 1.5 
million babies and children in the Holocaust. The USA has been one of the safest places for Jews 
down the centuries but even there anti-Semitism has a long and ongoing presence. In the 1896 
presidential campaign this cartoon was prominently published, 

 

 
 
Ivy League schools like Harvard at the turn of the twentieth century even imposed quotas to 
limit the number of Jewish students, which fell significantly between the late 1910s and the mid-
1930s.  

The amazing thing is that although Satan has thrown every weapon in his armory to 
destroy the Jews, he has failed every time. But though he is a consistently defeated foe, Satan will 
not give up. Having failed to prevent the First Coming of the Messiah in the birth of Jesus 
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Christ, the devil is equally determined to prevent the Second Coming of Christ by destroying the 
Jews.  

During the Great Tribulation Period Israel will be the prime target of the forces of hell. 
The devil will launch one great final offensive to destroy the Jews to thwart God’s promises for a 
future spiritual and physical restoration of the nation led by the Messiah when He gives them a 
new heart and a new spirit (Zech. 12:10; Jer. 31:33). Satan knows that God has promised that the 
fulfillment of the Jews’ destiny will seal the devil’s doom. Israel must survive to receive Christ 
nationally as their own Messiah. Then the devil will be destroyed (Rev. 20:10). So the destruction 
of Israel is a matter of self-preservation for the devil. 
 


