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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“Jehovah’s Real Witnesses” (Revelation 11:1-10) 

The return of Christ is getting closer in the visions of John. The world is in chaos, fear, shock, 
sorrow, and confusion with apocalyptic judgments on sea, land, and in the heavens. Great 
demonic forces have been unleashed that have caused the death of more than one in two 
persons that inhabited the earth at the beginning of the Tribulation Period. God then directly 
calls John to participate in the next vision.  

And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, 
and the altar, and them that worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it 
not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. (v1-2) 

John is summoned to measure “the temple of God.” This is not the temple described in heaven in 
Revelation 3:12 and 7:15 as we are told this temple has an outer court in Jerusalem, “for it is given 
unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” When John saw these 
apocalyptic visions recorded in the Book of Revelation the temple of Herod and the city of 
Jerusalem had been utterly destroyed a around 25 years previously during Titus’ siege and 
destruction of the city in 70 AD. So this reference to a temple is one that is future to John’s day.  

There are at least 5 temples mentioned in all of the Bible: 

(1) Solomon’s Temple 

(2) Zerubbabel’s Temple after the Exile 

(3) Herod’s Temple (effectively a grand renovation of Zerubbabel’s Temple) 

(4) Antichrist’s Temple built during the first half of the Tribulation 

(5) Millennium Temple (Ezekiel 40-48; Hag. 2:9; Zech. 6:12-13; 14:20-21) 

The Bible prophesied that there would be a 4th temple constructed by the Jews under the 
patronage of the Antichrist during the initial half of the Tribulation Period, which will reinstitute 
the animal sacrificial system. This is the temple referred to in Revelation 11. In the middle of the 
Tribulation Period, the Antichrist will renege on the covenant with the Jew, defile the sacrificial 
system of worship in the temple, and declare himself to be the only acceptable object for 
worship.  

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
(Dan. 9:26-27) 

And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the 
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred 
and ninety days. (Dan. 12:11) 
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When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel 
the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) Then 
let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: (Matt. 24:15-16) 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 
worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that 
he is God. (2 Thess. 2:3-4) 

WHY DOES THE ANTICHRIST BREAK THE COVENANT WITH ISRAEL? 

We are not explicitly told why the Antichrist breaks the covenant in the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period of 7 years. There are a number of possible explanations: 

(1) SATAN WANTS ALL THE WORSHIP – during the initial phase of the Antichrist temple, 
the Jews are worshipping Jehovah at the newly erected temple. Enraged with jealousy the 
Antichrist demands, like Nebuchadnezzar, that they are only permitted from that time onwards 
to worship him alone (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3-4). 

(2) FAILURE OF ANTICHRIST – the Antichrist is swept to world prominence by his false 
promises of peace and prosperity. However, early on in the Tribulation Period is it is obvious 
that the world is falling out of control as God unleashes the seven seals judgments. Many of the 
Jews may well start to discern that this is not the real prophesied Messiah or Christ of the OT 
Scriptures but a false christ.  

(3) CONVERSION OF THE JEWS – We know that sometime in the first half of the 
Tribulation Period 144,000 Jews are gloriously converted and sealed by the Holy Spirit from 
destruction. It is not hard to imagine that these Jewish evangelists take the Scriptures and begin 
to persuade many Jews that the Antichrist is not the real Christ and an imposter. There are many 
OT and NT Scriptures that warn of a false shepherd and false anointed leader seeking to deceive 
the Jews before the coming of the Messiah.  

(4) ANTI-SEMITISM – The devil hates the Jewish people, as he knows their existence is tied up 
to his prophesied doom. So he may well inspire the Antichrist to turn on them to destroy them 
in order to attempt to defeat God’s sovereign purposes and will concerning the final destruction 
of the devil and his followers. As the Antichrist sees his world domination falling apart and the 
widespread dissatisfaction with him by the Jews, he may decide to strike in Jerusalem and turn on 
the Jews in an attempt to inflict another and greater holocaust.  

John was not told to measure this temple simply to record its measurements. It seems he was to 
measure it to mark out the Jewish remnant from the unbelieving world controlled by the 
Antichrist, “Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.” We must 
not forget that the majority of Jews today are secular Jews who have little or no interest in a 
rebuilt Jewish temple on the temple mount. These secular Jews will be attracted to the promises 
of the Antichrist to provide peace and prosperity for them to flourish materially in the world.   

There may be also another reason that John marked out the Jewish portion of the temple 
mount and was told not to measure the Gentile one, “But the court which is without the temple leave 
out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two 
months.” On one half of the temple Mount today is the Al Asqa Mosque and the Dome of the 
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Rock. Many commentators think that the Islamic buildings are not situated on the exact grounds 
of the Jewish temple, which is adjacent to it. So the new temple could be constructed side by side 
with the Al Aqsa Mosque allowing the Court of the Gentiles to flow into the area regarded as 
sacred to the Muslims. This might well be the means that the Antichrist could broker an historic 
peace accord between the Jews and the Muslims.  

 

 
 

There is much dispute over when this period of 42 months (1260 days or 3 and a half years) 
begins and ends, “and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” The most likely 
scenario is that it encompasses the last 42 months of the 7 year Tribulation Period. This is the 
timeframe that the Antichrist will assault Jerusalem.  

These 1260 days or 42 months will also be the last period in human history when 
Gentiles have any degree of control over the Holy City. This is not because the forces of hell are 
more powerful but because God has sovereignly chosen to grant them this right for this specific 
time, “for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” We 
are constantly reminded through this Book of Revelation that God is in control. Then the Jews 
will break the yoke of Gentile control forever after the Tribulation Period known also as Jacob’s 
Trouble,  

For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my 
people Israel and Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the 
land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it…….Alas! for that day is 
great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that 
I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers 
shall no more serve themselves of him: But they shall serve the LORD their God, 
and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. (Jer. 30:3, 7-9) 
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While this satanic deception is being perpetrated by the Antichrist, the Lord has prepared two 
special witnesses to warn the world of the soon return of the King of Kings. MacArthur 
summarises the final unfolding of events, “At the end of the 1,260 days (forty-two months; three 
and one-half years), Christ will return (19:11–16), destroy Antichrist and his forces (19:17–21; 2 
Thess. 2:8), judge the nations (Matt. 25:31–46), and establish His earthly millennial kingdom 
(20:1–10).” 

And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore 
days, clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the 

earth. (v3-4) 

These two witnesses are sent directly from God, “And I will give power unto my two witnesses....” 
Their ministry is to “prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.” These men 
are sent as a pair to speak as one voice. This will fulfill the Scriptural mandate that truth is 
established at the testimony of two witnesses (cf. Deut. 19:15; Matt. 18:16). 

The idea in the term “prophesy” can mean either they reveal the future or they simply 
preach the Word of God. Likely these two witnesses will take the Scriptures and apply the end 
time prophecies to their generation as a warning to the lost to call them to repentance. They will 
demonstrate from the Word of God that the Temple and its worship cannot forgive sins. The 
timeframe for their preaching will be during the last half of the Tribulation Period (1260 days or 
42 months). The sackcloth they wear is a symbol of mourning and distress as they weep over the 
destruction of life in the Tribulation Period.  

WHO ARE THE TWO WITNESSES? 

The identity of these two men has sparked much speculation. The clues offered here are they are 
identified by two symbols of two olive trees and two candlesticks or lampstands. This 
description corresponds with Zerubbabel and Joshua in Zechariah 4:3-14. These two men were 
associated with the rebuilding of the temple after the Exile. The olive trees symbolize the nation 
of Israel and the lamps represent the burning oil that empowers them. So the “ol ive  tree” speaks 
of their unct ion and the “candles t i ck” speaks more of their funct ion . 

 
 

Some think they are Enoch and Elijah as both men were fiery preachers in days of apostasy 
before and both never died on earth but were translated into heaven. As it is appointed onto all 
sinful men to die, it is argued that it follows these men must now face death in the end times. 
However, there will be a generation of converted sinners who will be raptured to bypass death 
when Christ comes so it doesn’t necessarily follow that these two men are Enoch and Elijah.  
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A large group of commentators favour the view that these two men are likely Moses and 
Elijah. This is because the signs and wonders coupled with the ministry of calling hardened 
sinners to repentance was integral to that of those two in the OT. Also Moses and Elijah made a 
cameo appearance at the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 9:30). Furthermore, Jewish tradition 
holds to the view that both Moses and Elijah will come back before Messiah returns. This is 
based on the OT statements that Elijah will return (Malachi 4:5) and that God will raise up 
another prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:15; cf. John 1:21; 7:40). Even today most Jewish 
synagogues have a designated ornamental chair sitting empty for Elijah the prophet to return and 
sit on. They believe that when he sits there, then Messiah will return. The “Chesed-El” 
synagogue located at 2 Oxley Rise has a beautiful “Chair of Elijah” (pictured below) 

 

 

 

The identity of these two men is ultimately a mystery. God will reveal it in His good time. Their 
appearance will mark a radical shift from the cessationist period since Apostolic times that we 
live in now to a time of great signs and wonders.  

And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man 
will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of 
their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often 

as they will. (v5-6) 

These two witnesses will have a powerful ministry in every way. Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
they are invincible and unstoppable until their divinely appointed mission is complete. If any 
dare to oppose, like Elijah (2 King 1:10) and Moses (Exod. 9:23; Num. 11:1; 16:35), God will 
send fire down to destroy them. We can imagine these two mighty witnesses will face all of the 
might of the hell and the Antichrist to try and silence them at such a time. The supernatural 
powers they have will silence their critics and strike fear into their enemies. In a time of chaos, 
abounding iniquity, and rampant demonic activity on the earth, these men will stand out from 
the forces of evil on the planet by their dress, message, and supernatural powers. MacArthur 
observes, 

“The extent of their great power will be revealed when they demonstrate power to shut 
up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying. That will greatly 
intensify the torment people are experiencing. The third trumpet judgment resulted in 
the poisoning of one-third of the earth’s fresh water supply (8:10–11). Added to that, the 
three-and-one-half-year drought lasting throughout the 1,260 days of their preaching (v. 
3; cf. Luke 4:25; James 5:17) brought by the two witnesses will cause widespread 
devastation of crops and loss of human and animal life through thirst and starvation. 
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Further, like Moses the two witnesses will have power over the waters to turn them into 
blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often as they desire. The havoc these 
two miracle-working preachers will wreak all over the earth will cause them to be hated 
and feared. People will no doubt search desperately for a way to destroy them, but to no 
avail. They will be invulnerable and unstoppable for the duration of their ministry.” 

 

 

And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make 
war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great 
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. And they of the people and 

kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their 
dead bodies to be put in graves. And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and 

shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth. (v7-10) 

These two witnesses are immortal until their God-ordained ministry has been accomplished. At 
that point, the Lord sovereignly permits the Antichrist described as a “the beast that ascendeth out of 
the bottomless pit” to defeat and kill the two witnesses. This is the first reference in this book to the 
Antichrist. His introduction here focuses on his origin, “ascendeth out of the bottomless pit.” The 
Antichrist will be controlled and empowered by demonic forces from hell.  

The location of the demise of the two witnesses is on the streets of Jerusalem. 
MacArthur points out, “That the two witnesses will die in the same city as their Lord suggests 
that, as it was for Him, that city will be the focal point of their preaching. It also appears that 
Jerusalem will be the seat of Antichrist’s rule (cf. 2 Thess. 2:3–4).” Clearly, that city has become a 
centre of great immorality and wickedness as it is described as a city, “which spiritually is called 
Sodom and Egypt.” Both Sodom and Egypt are infamous in the Bible for their idolatry, corruption, 
and gross immorality.  

Even today the forces of immorality are seeking to desecrate the city of Jerusalem. The 
Israeli Parliament known as the Knesset now has since February 2016 an official designated 
homosexual pride day known as “LGBT Rights Day.” One of the Likud Government’s members 
is the homosexual Amir Ohana who boasted in 2016 that 10% of the Israeli population are 
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homosexual. He went on to compare homosexuals to persecuted Jews, who were “hated for no 
reason, persecuted, discriminated against and faced forced conversion.”  

 

 

The city of Tel Aviv prides itself on being the no 1 gay-friendly city in all of the Middle East. 
Gay pride parades are now seen on the streets of the Holy City of Jerusalem.  

The practice of leaving the bodies of enemies in the streets is considered a great insult by 
both Arabs and Jews, which both practice a quick and dignified burial. These two witnesses will 
be a great thorn in the side of the Antichrist and his forces for 42 months. Since the days of 
Abel, the ungodly have hated the truth seen in the testimonies of God’s people.  

 

 
 
 

The anointed ministry of the two witnesses, doubtless, will convert many. It will be a source of 
great frustration and jealousy for their enemies as the miraculous plagues verify the truth of their 
warnings against their sinful lifestyles. So the bodies will be left on the streets as a mark of 
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shame. Great rejoicing and exchanging of gifts by those gloating individuals will greet their death. 
Wild celebrations will be sparked off around the fallen world for the “Devil’s Christmas” as the 
images of their death is beamed around the world by the Internet and cable television!  

 

 

The manner of these depraved celebrations reflects the hardened hearts of these rebellious 
sinners. They truly have reprobate minds like the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. This is 
the only reference to celebration on earth during the dark Tribulation Period. However, their 
desire to shame the bodies of the two witnesses by leaving them on public display for 3 days will 
magnify the power of God in what happens next. There is a wonderful application in the timing 
of the death of these two witnesses. Alan Carr explains, 

“There is a blessed nugget here for every saint of God. Death is not in the hands of a 
man or of a devil. Death is in the hands of God Almighty. He decides when people leave 
this world and you cannot die until He says it is time. So many people live their lives in 
fear of death. They fail to grasp the truth that death is powerless against them until God 
severs the golden cord of life and allows death to claim the soul. There is, therefore, no 
need to fear men, armies or devils. You will not die until He says it is time and you will 
not live a second longer when He says it is time to go!” 

 

 

 

 

 


