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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Seventh Trumpet Judgment” (Revelation 11:11-19) 

The two witnesses sent by God for 1260 days of fiery prophetic ministry have been martyred. It 
seems the Antichrist and the forces of hell have removed this thorn in the flesh. The bodies of 
these two martyrs lie desecrated for three and a half days on the streets of Jerusalem. This public 
shaming of their physical remains will rebound for the glory of God as the whole world who saw 
their death and rejoiced will also now see their resurrection and fear. The mockery will give way 
to misery. The world will witness an example of what Isaiah warned  

That bringeth the princes to nothing; He maketh the judges of the earth as 
vanity. Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock 
shall not take root in the earth: and He shall also blow upon them, and they shall 
wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. (Isaiah 40:23-24) 

It is God alone who removes man and establishes man. We tend to forget that amidst the fast-
paced society we live in that exalts man. It is also a solemn chapter that reminds us that God 
judges sin, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17). When 
we come to a passage such as this one, we must all learn to not trifle with sin. God is 
longsuffering and merciful but His grace should never be presumed upon. He will always judge 
sin. The creature cannot indefinitely defy the Creator for, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Proverbs 29:1). Many are living the illusion 
of permanence like the partygoers in Jerusalem. Disaster is around the corner yet the party goes 
on. Death parades before us every day and yet we think there is always tomorrow. Few expect it, 
but it is coming nonetheless!  

And after three days and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and 
great fear fell upon them which saw them. And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up 

hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. (v11-12) 

The Lord sovereignly allowed the Antichrist beast to kill them “when they shall have finished their 
testimony.” Now the Lord sovereignly will decide to bring them back to life, “And after three days 
and an half the spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet.” Life, death and then 
the resurrection are something that is not controlled by man or even nature. It is God’s 
sovereign prerogative. Swindoll is right to note, 

“The ministry of the two witnesses will certainly leave a profound mark on the lives of 
those who witness their exploits. Yet as we examine the lives of those prophets, we see 
that they will have no basis for personal boasting. Everything that sets them apart—their 
incredible preservation, their miraculous powers, and their convicting preaching—comes 
from the sovereign hand of God. When their mission ends, their enabling power ends 
too. But God doesn't abandon His vessels like disposable shells; instead, He will turn 
tragedy into triumph, whisking His two fearless witnesses into His heavenly presence.” 

A voice comes from heaven, which summoned them to eternal glory, “Come up hither.” These 
men, doubtless, heard the glorious commendation, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matt. 
25:21)  To the amazement of those watching a two-man rapture occurs, “And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.” The sudden resurrection of these two men results in 
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great fear, confusion, and consternation, “and great fear fell upon them which saw them.” The Internet 
and satellite television will likely show the scene repeatedly - every repeat causing deeper fear and 
confusion. These hardened rebels suddenly are met with the stark realization that there is a 
power far greater than the power of the Antichrist. However, we don’t read of any immediate 
repentance at the miraculous resurrection of the two witnesses.  

 

 

 

And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were 
slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. (v13) 

The resurrection of the two witnesses was an amazing testimony of who really ruled the world to 
fallen mankind. It was another providential window of grace for repentance. Judgment was 
imminent for many of them. For we read, “And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the 
tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand.” A mighty earthquake 
shook the city of Jerusalem. This disaster caused 10% of the population to die, “and the tenth part 
of the city fell.” The expression, “and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand” is interesting. 
The literal Greek translation of the term “of men” is “names of men,” which is suggestive that 
these may well be the great and the powerful rulers that controlled the earth with the Antichrist 
from Jerusalem. They could well be great scientists, businessmen, and military men. This loss 
would undermine the power of the Antichrist.  

 The earthquake and subsequent death of so many had a sobering impact on those who 
remained in the city, “and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.” It is not fully 
clear whether this was a genuine repentance or a mere temporary acknowledging the power and 
judgment of God by this remnant. It seems more likely that thus was a mark of saving faith as 
God continues His covenantal promise in Romans 11 to bring salvation to the House of Israel. 
In this chapter we have another illustration that God is sovereign. Heaven rules over the 
kingdoms of men. The walls of Jerusalem were not strong enough to keep God’s people in the 
grave or to keep the judgment of God out. All of us will one day here the glorious call, “Come up 
hither.” 

SEVENTH TRUMPET JUDGMENT 
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The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh quickly. And the seventh angel sounded; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 

Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. (v14-15) 

The last trumpet will now be sounded of the 7 trumpet judgments. It will usher in the 7 vial or 
bowl judgments that culminate in the return of Christ. The sound of this trumpet brings 
wonderful news for the people of God.  
 

 

 

This trumpet elicits loud voices in heaven making a glorious pronouncement that God’s people 
have eagerly waited for the last 6,000 years, “The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever.” A kingdom is a sphere or realm over 
which a ruler exercises his authority. It can be physical, spiritual, or both. The Lord Jesus Christ 
will receive the earth as His inheritance from the Father at this point in history. This is future to 
John as the verb, “He shall reign” is in the predictive future active indicative form meaning 
literally, “He shall be reigning.” Christ is about to take His seat on His throne in Jerusalem 
(Isaiah 9:6,7; Luke 1:32-33). John MacArthur explains another aspect of Greek grammar, 

“The tense of the verb translated has become is what Greek grammarians refer to as a 
proleptic aorist. It describes a future event that is so certain that it can be spoken of as if 
it has already taken place. The perspective of the verb tense looks to a point after the 
action of the seventh trumpet will have run its course. Though this event is future from 
the point of chronological progress reached in the series, it is so certain that the verb 
form used views it as an already accomplished fact (cf. Luke 19:9). The timeless heaven 
rejoices as if the long-anticipated day when Christ will establish His kingdom had already 
arrived, although some time on earth must elapse before that actually happens.” 

Christ’s earthly kingdom will begin at this point with the Millennial reign from Jerusalem. At the 
end of the millennium it will be transformed into the Eternal golden age. That is why those in 
heaven cry, “and He shall reign for ever and ever.” Human monarchs eventually are replaced in death 
or rebellion by other human monarchs. But Christ’s reign is eternal.  

And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 
Saying, We give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because Thou hast 
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taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time 
of the dead, that they should be judged, and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy servants the prophets, and 
to the saints, and them that fear Thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

(16-18) 

The angels sang with great joy at the announcement of the birth of Jesus Christ. It is no surprise 
that the amazing announcement from heaven about the return of Christ elicits true worship 
among the saints in heaven. They fall prostrate before God in a grateful anthem of praise, “We 
give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because Thou hast taken to 
thee thy great power, and hast reigned.” This is what pure worship is – reverent, humble, and God-
centred. It praises God for Who He is and for What He has done and is doing.  

The expression, “Thou hast taken” here is in the perfect tense, which signifies an action 
that has already begun and will continue into the future. There is coming a future kingdom in 
which Jesus Christ will reign both spiritually and physically. Oliver B. Greene makes an 
interesting observation about these 24 worshipping elders,  

“They already have their golden crowns - but that does not withdraw their sympathy 
from those who are still under the iron hand of Antichrist here on earth. There is no 
vanity nor selfishness in Heaven - no pride in Heaven, no vaunting of authority. These 
crowned elders, these “seniors of Heaven,” are more concerned over the pending 
conflicts and victories yet to be won than they were over those through which they had 
come in order to win their crowns of gold.” 

There will be opposition to the reign of Christ on earth but it cannot stand in His plan, 
“And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged…” 
The Psalmist noted of this future enmity of the devil, the Antichrist, the False Prophet and all 
the ungodly on the earth,  

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and 
against His anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us. (Psa. 2:1-3) 

The enmity will culminate in the final showdowns of the ages at the Battle of Armageddon in 
Revelation 19:19 and the last throw of the dice with the Millennial rebellion of Gog and Magog 
in Revelation 20:8-9. Almighty God is unimpressed and uninhibited by such feeble opposition, 
“and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.” God gets glory in the judgment of the wicked. The 
Psalmist also adds, 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision. 
Then shall He speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in His sore 
displeasure. (Psa. 2:4-5) 

The Lord will reward His saints by granting them the privilege to reign on the earth with Him 
both in the Millennium and the Eternal Golden Age, “and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy 
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear Thy name, small and great.” (cf. Rev. 22:12; 1 Cor. 
3:8; Matt. 5:12; 10:41–42; Mark 9:41; Col. 3:24; 2 John 8). The unrestrained joy erupts as the 
saints in heaven realize that Christ is reigning in righteousness over all the earth. The Psalmist 
prophesied of that great time, 
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Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the 
LORD hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
Me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. (Psa. 2:6-9) 

Now, there are some, like amillennialists, who deny that Christ will have a future reign on the 
earth. They say that Revelation 11 is speaking of Christ reigning on earth through His church 
now. But such an interpretation does a great injustice to the teaching of Scripture. Israel cannot 
be mutated to mean the church and Christ reigning from David’s throne in Jerusalem cannot be 
spiritualized away to mean He is simply spiritually reigning as Head of the Church. John 
MacArthur is right to note,  

“All attempts to equate this glorious reign of Christ over the whole earth with any past 
event or with the church is utterly foreign and contradictory to the clear eschatological 
teaching of Scripture. There is no way this text can be fulfilled except by the universal 
reign of Jesus Christ over the whole earth - as the prophets had for so long predicted. 

 

 
 

And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament: and 
there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. (v19) 

The temple in heaven is now seen. This is the one the OT temple was patterned after. Although 
the earthly one could be destroyed and rebuilt, the heavenly one is eternal and indestructible. 
This eternal temple speaks of God’s eternal mercy, forgiveness, and fellowship. It is also an 
indication that God has not finished with Israel and He will faithfully perform His covenantal 
promises He swore to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  By marked contrast, the “lightnings, and voices, 
and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail” is a reminder of God’s eternal wrath against 
sinners and sin. CH Spurgeon once noted, “Sin has been pardoned at such a price that we cannot 
henceforth trifle with it.” 
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There are some who argue that the Millennial temple (Ezekiel 43:18-46:24) on earth is 
redundant because Christ is reigning from Jerusalem. However, it should be carefully noted that 
God is reigning in heaven on His throne yet there is still a temple in heaven throughout eternity.  

 This glorious chapter 11 of the Book of Revelation is a reminder that the KING OF 
KINGS is coming! The end is just around the corner. Every saint will be rewarded. No act of 
service for Him is so small that He will overlook it. This is the beginning of a new era of peace 
and righteousness, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. 11:9)  

All of us will be in one of the two categories – those who are rewarded and those who 
are punished. The test for those who profess the name of Christ is to watch and pray for that 
glorious day, “And now, little children, abide in Him; that, when He shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before Him at his coming.” (1 John 2:28) Sin is abounding all around us. But let us 
not lose hope. The King is Coming. All the wrong will be righted. God will have the final word. 
It all ends well.  

 

It may be at morn, when the day is awaking, 

When sunlight through darkness and shadow is breaking, 

That Jesus will come in the fullness of glory 

To receive from the world “His own.” 

 

O Lord Jesus, how long, how long 

Ere we shout the glad song— 

Christ returneth! Hallelujah! 

Hallelujah! Amen. 

Hallelujah! Amen. 

 


