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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“Sweet & Sour” (Revelation 10:1-11) 

Six of the Seven Trumpet judgments have now been unleashed on the earth. The 7th trumpet 
judgment will lead to the seven bowl or vial judgments that precede the return of Christ to the 
earth, “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” (Rev. 11:15) But 
before this final trumpet is sounded in Revelation 11:15 we have a kind of interlude from 
Revelation 10:1-11:14 to prepare us for what will come. Between the 6th and 7th seal judgment 
there was a similar interlude in Revelation 7. These interludes are divinely appointed pauses for 
John and his readers to take time to think about what they have heard of the horrors of the 
Tribulation Period and prepare them for the next series of judgments. It also places Christ once 
again in focus as the great Subject of this Book of Revelation. We need to reminded that the 
King is Coming and He is in Control.  

 

And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, 
and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: And he had in his hand a little book open: and 

he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the earth, (v1-2) 

The interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpet judgment begins with a mighty angel descending 
out of heaven. The use of the word allos that is translated “another” is suggestive that this angel 
is of the same type of angelic creatures as those that blew the trumpets. It is unlikely therefore to 
be the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 John takes time to describe this impressive figure. His faces shone like the sun and his 
feet were blazing like pillars of fire. This brightness may reflect the glory of heaven and the fire a 
reflection of his role in judgment and the establishment of holiness, “For our God is a consuming 
fire.” (Heb. 12:29; cf. Mal. 4:1). 

 The rainbow on his head is surely tied to the rainbow around the throne of God that we 
saw in Revelation 4. The rainbow in the Bible is a symbol of God’s continual faithfulness to His 
covenant promises. It reminds us that although He is a God of wrath and judgment on sin, He is 
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also a God of grace, mercy, and forgiveness. It is a glorious reminder that our God’s wrath 
against sin does not overturn His grace and promises to His saints. This will be an important 
reminder again to John and his readers in the midst of the next series of imminent apocalyptic 
judgments. It will be a token of grace even to unrepentant sinners on the earth that there is still a 
small window of mercy to repent. 

 

 
 

This mighty angel straddled the sea and the land with his two feet. God had been unleashing 
judgments upon those two parts of the earth. The angel likely was of considerable size for John 
to see clearly this effect. We are also told that the angel held a book. The word translated “little 
book” is biblaridion, which is the diminutive form of the noun biblion used in Revelation 5:1. This 
“little book” details clearly the terrifying judgments about to be unleashed in the rest of the 
Tribulation Period.  

And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 
And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven 

saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. (v3-4) 

This angel had a powerful voice like that of a lion roaring. The lion fears no rival as King of the 
animals. Often such a voice in Scripture reflects not just the power, authority and majesty of a 
message but also it reflects judgment, “They shall walk after the LORD: He shall roar like a lion: when 
He shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west.” (Hosea 11;10: cf. Amos 1:2; Jer. 25:30) John 
saw something of the future judgment that he was explicitly forbidden to record. This is not the 
first time in Scripture that God chose to hide future prophecy. Daniel was also forbidden to 
record parts of his visions (Daniel 8:29; 12:9). There are secret things that belong to the Lord 
that He has sovereignly chosen to keep to Himself. We can imagine that these hidden prophecies 
are kept like this for a reason. It may well be to confuse the devil and his followers and also to 
make the saints of God on earth during the Tribulation less self-confident and more God-
dependent as they await future events. John MacArthur observes, 
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“The reason John was forbidden to record the message of the seven peals of thunder is 
not revealed. It may be that the judgment they uttered is simply too terrifying to be 
revealed. Any speculation as to the specific content of their message is pointless; had 
God wanted it to be known, He would not have forbidden John to write it.” 

And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, And sware by 
Him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the 

things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: But in 
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as 

He hath declared to his servants the prophets. (v5-7) 

The angel then did something unexpected. Standing between the land and the sea to indicate 
God’s possession of both, he took an oath in the presence of John in the name of the eternal, 
sovereign Creator God, “And sware by Him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things 
that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein.” 
This is to emphasise that the message is about to deliver is serious, truthful and carries the 
authority of Almighty God.   

 The angel after taking the oath delivered the message, “that there should be time no longer: But 
in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as 
He hath declared to his servants the prophets.” This expression, “that there should be time no longer” seems 
to be the answer to the cries of those in heaven recorded in Revelation 6:10 of “How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” and the prayers of 
the saints down the ages (cf. Rev. 8:3-5).  

 The statement, “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God should be finished, as He hath declared to his servants the prophets” reveals that the final 
consummation of all things promised by the prophets in both OT and NT is about to be 
realized. The return of Christ is imminent. The “mystery of God” is the unfolding of the prophetic 
Scriptures of the past now described in detail in the apocalyptic judgments of Revelation. John 
Walvoord sheds further light on this phrase, 

“This mystery had been previously announced to God’s prophets. The reference, 
therefore, is not to hidden truth but to the fulfillment of many Old Testament passages 
which refer to the glorious return of the Son of God and the establishment of His 
kingdom of righteousness and peace on the earth. While God’s purposes are not 
necessarily revealed in current events where Satan is allowed power and manifestation, 
the time will come when Satan no longer will be in power and the predictions of the Old 
Testament prophets will be fulfilled.” 

There are only a few short days left for this earth. The return of Christ is imminent. All the 
eternal plans of God are about to be fulfilled! This announcement is surely one of the reasons 
for this interlude chapter 10. Both John and his readers are reminded in this of the One who is in 
control of the events of the Tribulation Period. Alan Carr makes a good observation,  

“Another reason He does this is to show everyone Who is truly in control As you read 
about the horrors of the Tribulation Period, you might conclude that sin and Satan are in 
control. But, God steps in to remind us that He is still the Sovereign God of the 
universe! God wants us to know that regardless of how dark the hour becomes and in 
spite of what the devil and his crowd might do, God is still on His throne and He is still 
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in control of all things! These pauses also serve to focus our attention on the blessed 
Lamb of God. In the midst of His wrath, we desperately need to be reminded of His 
great power.” 

And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is 
open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. And I went unto the angel, and 

said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly 
bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it 
up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. And he said unto 

me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. (v8-11) 

John was then given an unexpected request, “Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the 
angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth.” If this surprised him we can imagine the next 
command gave him a much greater one, “And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make 
thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.” John wasn’t the first prophet to be asked to 
eat a scroll of the Word of God. Ezekiel had a similar experience in Ezekiel 2.  
 

 

 

The word of God has a bittersweet experience for the child of God. There is the 
bitterness of the terrible Tribulation period with the rise of Antichrist and evil along with the 
terrible apocalyptic judgments but that is coupled with the sweetness of knowing that the King is 
on His way to right every wrong and establish a righteous kingdom over all the earth. MacArthur 
notes, 

“All who love Jesus Christ can relate to John’s ambivalence. Believers long for Christ to 
return in glory, for Satan to be destroyed, and the glorious kingdom of our Lord to be set 
up on earth, in which He will rule in universal sovereignty and glory while establishing in 
the world righteousness, truth, and peace. But they, like Paul (Rom. 9:1–3), mourn 
bitterly over the judgment of the ungodly……. This chapter presents an interlude of 
hope tinged with bitterness that reminds all Christians of their evangelistic 
responsibilities to warn the world of that day.” 
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The Apostle John was sovereignly chosen with the privilege of receiving and recording 
the initial visions relating to the end times in Revelation 1:1 and 1:19. Now John’s 
commissioning is re-stated again, “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 
and nations, and tongues, and kings.” The final events were now entrusted to John to record under 
inspiration for the world to read. Even though he was an old man and imprisoned on the lonely 
isle of Patmos, God had a ministry to the whole world through this aged prophet. A man can 
never be too small or too weak for God to use but we can be too big and too strong.  

FUTURE MILLENNIAL REIGN 

The Bible makes it clear that the Lord Jesus Christ will come to rule and reign in the future on 
this earth.  

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 
Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever. (Rev. 11:15) 

It is notable that although Christ had already ascended to glory and was at the Father’s right 
hand, the Greek grammar places His reign over the kingdoms of this world in the future. The 
verb, “He shall reign” is in the future active indicative form meaning literally, “He shall be 
reigning.” We see this future reign of Christ on the earth prophesied in many places,  

And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
LORD, and His name one. (Zech. 14:9; cf. Isa. 2:2-4, Micah 4:1-3) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and 
he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even 
to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth. (Zech. 9:9-10) 

And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end. (Luke 1:33; cf. Psalm 89:20-37; Daniel 2:44; Matt. 25:31) 

Again the verb translated here in Luke 1:33, “He shall reign” in the Greek is the future active 
indicative form meaning literally, “He shall be reigning.” This reign of Christ will be from 
Jerusalem on Mount Zion on David’s throne. 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. (Psa. 2:6-9; cf. Isa. 24:23; 
Ezek. 37:24-28; Hosea 3:4-5) 

When Christ comes in the future to reign on the earth, we shall reign with Him there. That is 
why the saints in heaven right now praise God that they shall be reigning on the earth in the 
future, 

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open 
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood 
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out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:9-10) 

The verb, “we shall reign” is also in the future active indicative form. The future tense is used to 
describe the same enthronement of His disciples, “ye also shall sit” in Matthew’s Gospel, “And 
Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of 
man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
(Matt. 19:28; cf. Luke 22:29-30) Daniel promised the same future reign on the earth, 

These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the 
earth. But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the 
kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever……And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominions shall serve and obey him. (Daniel 7:17-18; 27) 

WHEN DOES THIS FUTURE REIGN OF CHRIST OCCUR?  

The Bible provides the answer. It will occur when Christ returns to deliver Israel from her 
enemies at the future Battle of Armageddon. This reign begins during the Millennium of 1,000 
years at the end of the Tribulation Period and extends on into eternity with the New Heaven and 
New Earth of Revelation 21-22.  

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4-6) 

The King is Coming. We live on the brink of eternity. He will reign over this world. Truth will 
prevail. The Lord has not abandoned this earth to His enemies. It is not Antichrist but the real 
Christ that matters! 

 
'The Lord is  now re j e c t ed ,  

And by the world disowned, 
By the many st i l l  neg le c t ed, 
And by the f ew enthroned,  

But soon He' l l  come in g lory , 
The hour is  drawing nigh,  

For the crowning day is  coming by and by' .  

 
 
 
 
 
 


