
 “Shut In or Shut Out” (Genesis 7:1-24) 

The description before us of God’s judgment in this chapter is a sobering reminder that God is a 
holy and just God. He has absolute sovereign power over His creation. God is continuously 
judging sin on this planet such as the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. However, the most 
comprehensive judgment that has ever befallen this planet to date was unleashed in the form of a 
global flood. Almost every living creature perished. It is no mere metaphor of judgment but a 
historical reality. 

1650 years after God created the first world and pronounced it “good” He was compelled 
to completely obliterate it. This was not a one-time event! This Flood is a preview of the greater 
judgment to come. History will repeat itself more than 4500 years later. The fact that He did it 
once is a sure reminder that He will do it again. The new earth that emerged, which we inhabit, 
will also one day be destroyed again. This time it will be by fire.  
 

And the  LORD said  unto  Noah,  Come thou and a l l  thy  house  in to  the  ark;  for  thee  have  I  s e en  r igh teous  

be fore  me in  th i s  g enera t ion .  Of every  c l ean beas t  thou sha l t  take to  thee  by  s evens ,  the  male  and h is  f emale :  

and o f  beas t s  that  are  no t  c l ean by  two ,  the  male  and h is  f emale .  Of fowls  a l so  o f  the  a i r  by  s evens ,  the  male  

and the  f emale ;  to  keep s e ed  a l iv e  upon the  fa c e  o f  a l l  the  ear th .  For  ye t  s even days ,  and I  wi l l  cause  i t  to  

ra in  upon the  ear th  for ty  days  and for ty  n ights ;  and every  l i v ing  subs tance  that  I  have  made wi l l  I  des t roy  

f rom o f f  the  fa c e  o f  the  ear th .  (v1-4)  

 
The final point has been reached. The day of grace is over. Noah is 600 years old and his 
grandfather Methuselah had just passed away after 969 years on this planet. Methuselah’s name 
reminded the world in his long life that after he dies the judgment shall come. 120 years have 
passed since God declared, “My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty years” (Gen. 6:3). There is no court of appeal from God’s sovereign 
sentence.  
 There was more than enough room on this huge ark for the animals that we see 
genetically represented on the planet today in all the diversity of the species. For instance, just 
one pair of male and female dogs could carry the potential genetic diversity we see today in the 
dog species from the Great Danes to the poodles. The parent species likely took up less than half 
of the ark’s capacity. There was plenty of room for other humans to come on board.  

We also have here the first distinction in Scripture between “clean” and “unclean” 
animals. It was not that the clean animals were morally superior to the unclean or even 
intrinsically more hygienic. Both were originally part of God’s glorious creation that He declared 
“good.” Indeed, God saved both “clean” and “unclean” types on the ark and in the NT the 
distinction for purposes of diet are removed (cf. 1 Tim. 4:4). God used this division of 
clean/unclean as an object lesson to the OT saints of separation and holiness. Later Moses 
would set this forth in detail in Leviticus, but clearly there was knowledge of this principle many 
years before the written law to Israel.  

It is notable that Cain and Abel were aware of the need to sacrifice in Genesis 4 and later 
we find men like Abraham paying tithes and sacrificing long before the Mosaic law was codified. 
Clearly, God had communicated the gospel to these pre-Israel saints and the need to express 
their faith through these OT ordinances. Seven pairs of clean animals were needed, as some 
would be sacrificed when Noah emerged from the ark (cf. Gen. 8:20). Others would be needed 
for regular sacrifices until the species started to reproduce on the new earth. So to prevent the 
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species of clean animals being made extinct immediately after the Flood, Noah was to bring 
along additional pairs.  
 How tragic that since sin’s malignant presence entered into the world it had so multiplied 
throughout the possible billions on the planet that God testified, “for thee have I seen righteous before 
Me in this generation.” Despite all the many descendants of the godly line of men like Seth, Enoch, 
and Lamech only one man is declared righteous on the earth. God’s verdict on a man’s life is 
ultimately what counts. CH Spurgeon notes, 
 

GOD keeps His eyes upon the sons of men and He searches among them for certain 
individuals upon whom He delights to fix His gaze. These are not the kings and princes. 
These are not the men of talent or of fashion. These are not the men who are regarded 
by their fellows as famous. When God speaks of having seen Noah, He speaks of having 
seen one of the kind of men for whom He was looking, namely, a righteous man. There 
is not a righteous man upon the earth whom God does not see. He may be in a very 
obscure position, his circumstances may be those of poverty, he may be anything but 
famous. But as long as he is righteous, God delights to look upon him. 

 
Now, even in God’s judgment He tempers it with another short window of grace and mercy, 
“For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living 
substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.” The rest of the world was given 
one more week to repent. What magnificent forbearance by the God of grace! 
 
And Noah d id  ac cord ing  unto  a l l  that  the  Lord commanded h im.  And Noah was s ix hundred years  o ld  when 

the  f lood o f  water s  was upon the  ear th .  And Noah went  in ,  and h i s  sons ,  and h i s  wi f e ,  and h i s  sons '  w ives  

wi th  h im, in to  the  ark,  be cause  o f  the  waters  o f  the  f lood .  Of c l ean beas t s ,  and o f  beas t s  that  are  no t  c l ean ,  

and o f  fowls ,  and o f  every  th ing  that  c r e epe th  upon the  ear th ,  There  went  in  two and two unto  Noah in to  the  

ark,  the  male  and the  f emale ,  as  God had commanded Noah.  (v5 -9)  

 
The total obedience of the man Noah is amazing and glorious to behold. From beginning to end 
he never came up with his own plans but simply followed God’s. One mistake in that ark’s 
construction could have cost his family’s lives. There is nothing in the text that even implies that 
during this 120 long years God spoke directly to Noah. This man heard God’s command to give 
this significant part of his life and wealth to building a gigantic ark. Even in his advanced 
technological age, this was no easy request. It probably cost Noah everything. By faith alone he 
submitted without expressing doubt or questioning the Lord’s sovereign wisdom. His faith was 
no merely academic but demonstrated by his works. Noah turned his back on conventional 
scientific, philosophical, and religious opinion of the majority to simply believe on God’s 
promises and character. 

Then the Lord told him to get into the ark with his family and we read, “And Noah went 
in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark.” This man turned his back on the 
world fully persuaded that God would do exactly what He promised He would do. His whole life 
was shaped in conformity to God’s word about the coming judgment. He was willing to let go 
off the things of this world in order to obtain the world he cannot see. This wooden box filled 
with animals was no luxury cruise ship. Although it may not have been the most glamorous place 
to enter in Noah’s cultured world, it was the only safe one. When Noah came out of that ark it 
would be a very different world from the one he left from.  
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And i t  came to  pass  a f t e r  s even days ,  that  the  waters  o f  the  f l ood were  upon the  ear th .  In  the  s ix hundredth 

year  o f  Noah's  l i f e ,  in  the  s e cond month ,  the  s evente en th day o f  the  month ,  the  same day were  a l l  the  

founta ins  o f  the  gr ea t  deep  broken up ,  and the  windows o f  heaven were  opened .  And the  ra in  was upon the  

ear th  for ty  days  and for ty  n ights .  In  the  s e l f same day en ter ed  Noah,  and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth ,  the  

sons  o f  Noah,  and Noah’s  wi f e ,  and the  three  wives  o f  h i s  sons  wi th  them, in to  the  ark; They ,  and every  

beas t  a f t e r  h i s  k ind ,  and a l l  the  ca t t l e  a f t e r  the i r  k ind ,  and every  c r e ep ing  th ing  that  c r e epe th  upon the  ear th  

a f t e r  h i s  k ind ,  and every  fowl  a f t e r  h i s  k ind ,  every  b i rd  o f  every  sor t .  And they  went  in  unto  Noah in to  the  

ark,  two and two o f  a l l  f l e sh ,  where in  i s  the  brea th  o f  l i f e .  And they  that  went  in ,  went  in  male  and f emale  o f  

a l l  f l e sh ,  as  God had commanded h im: and the  LORD shut  h im in .  (v10-16) 

 
The final day for the old world eventually arrived. Noah had preached righteousness for 120 
years – three times longer than most preachers. Now he would preach no more sermons to the 
scoffers. God’s grace does have a limit. He will now destroy the world. As the sovereign ruler 
over this fallen planet, God has the absolute right and power to take the life of any man, woman 
or child. The King of kings has the sovereign prerogative over the life and death of his subjects. 
Additionally, as every person is born in sin and as the wages of sin is death, then God has the 
right to remove him or her at any time. God owes no person a long life on this earth. That does 
not mean that God delights in judgment but it means that He will not evade it. There is always a 
time when the free offer of salvation will be over. God takes full responsibility for judging 
sinners, “See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god with Me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I 
heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of My hand” (Deut. 32:39). 
 There clearly was a major seismic change in the hydrology and topography of the earth, 
“the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.” 
Powerful earthquakes and volcanic activity must have thrown out vast quantities of water from 
below the ground. Previous to this, there had been no rain on the earth. Likely the world was 
much flatter than it is now. There were probably not the great ocean basins and high mountains 
we see today. Now, this flood would change everything. The physical features we see today on 
the earth’s terrain like the Grand Canyon and the millions of fossils bear testimony to this.  

Scaling the highest peak would not save your life. There was only one safe place on the 
whole earth for man or beast. By faith Mr. & Mrs. Noah, Mr. & Mrs. Shem, Mr. & Mrs. Ham, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Japheth found it. They did not hesitate or linger when God called them in. God 
probably shut the door because Noah and his family would have been tempted to open it when 
the deluge came.  
 

And the  f lood was for ty  days  upon the  ear th ;  and the  waters  in cr eased ,  and bare  up the  ark,  and i t  was l i f t  

up above  the  ear th .  And the  water s  preva i l ed ,  and were  in cr eased  gr ea t ly  upon the  ear th ;  and the  ark went  

upon the  fa c e  o f  the  water s .  And the  water s  preva i l ed  exceed ing ly  upon the  ear th ;  and a l l  the  h igh h i l l s ,  that  

were  under  the  who le  heaven ,  were  covered .  Fi f t e en  cub i t s  upward d id  the  waters  preva i l ;  and the  mounta ins  

were  covered .  And a l l  f l e sh  d i ed  that  moved upon the  ear th ,  bo th o f  fowl ,  and o f  ca t t l e ,  and o f  beas t ,  and o f  

every  c r e ep ing  th ing  that  c r e epe th  upon the  ear th ,  and every  man:  Al l  in  whose  nos t r i l s  was  the  brea th  o f  l i f e ,  

o f  a l l  that  was in  the  dry  land,  d i ed .  And every  l i v ing  subs tance  was des t royed  which  was upon the  fa c e  o f  the  

ground,  bo th man,  and ca t t l e ,  and the  c r e ep ing  th ings ,  and the  fowl  o f  the  heaven ;  and they  were  des t royed  

f rom the  ear th :  and Noah on ly  r emained a l iv e ,  and they  that  were  wi th  h im in  the  ark.  And the  water s  

preva i l ed  upon the  ear th  an hundred and f i f t y  days .  (v17-24) 
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This day doubtless began as every other day, but it would not end that way. The people went 
about their regular business living their lives for themselves. They must have laughed as they 
watched as Noah entered into the ark that he had spent so many years constructing. The orderly 
appearance and parade of tens of thousands of animal species arriving in pairs during those 
seven days was a truly remarkable sight. The obvious supernatural guidance of the animals in 
pairs into the ark should have touched the conscience of the observing rebellious world.  

Judgment would now come suddenly, but not without warning. For the first time in their 
lives the inhabitants of the world felt rain falling on their heads. The Hebrew words used indicate 
a torrential downpour. Once it began to rain it would not stop until they were all drowned. For 
six long weeks the rain poured down in torrents. It is a terrible and sobering image of a world 
completely wiped out by water. No one is mocking Noah now. God’s Word would have the last 
word! It always does.  

 
The worldl ings wi l l fu l ly  went on 

Rebel l ious t i l l  the ir  day was past .  
They forced the l inger ing de luge down 

And per ished in the ir  s ins at  last .  
 
The whole future of life on the new earth was tied up in one gopher wood ark floating 

on the top of the torrents. This was no romantic experience for those in the ark. We can only 
but imagine the feelings of Noah and his family there. They were embarking on the most 
incredible journey of faith ever in this giant floating zoo. It would have been far from a 
comfortable experience with the giant tidal waves battering the vessel. There was no means of 
controlling where they were going. Nor could they escape the confines of the ark to go for a 
walk to admire the beauty of God’s natural world. There were no windows for them to see out 
and they must have been aware of the cries of the people perishing all around them. Many of 
these would have been friends and relatives. Some may even have tried holding onto the ark as 
the waters rose and pleaded to get in.  

There must also have been the fear of the unknown future of how long they would be in 
this ark and what the world would be like when the flood waters abated. For over a year God 
does not appear to have spoken to them. This silence would have been a trial of faith. They had 
to trust God’s promises and God’s character. And because they trusted God all of us are here. 
However, they would find that the same covenant God who brings destruction would also bring 
deliverance to His trusting saints. God’s power to save is just as great as His power to destroy.  

Liberals have tried to argue that this was just some localised flood. However, the Bible 
makes crystal clear that this was a global flood. Facts such as: the need for an ark, the language 
used to describe the extent of the universal death like “every” and “all,” the fact that all the 
“mountains were covered,” the long time which it took for the flood waters to abate, and that 
Genesis 9:19 and 10:32 argue that the earth was repopulated from Noah’s family. It would also 
mean that God’s promise never to destroy the world in this manner again was untrue (cf. Gen. 
8:21-22; 9:15-16), as He has permitted localised floods since then. Spurgeon summarised the 
biblical position, 

 
If Moses had meant to describe a partial deluge upon only a small part of the earth, he 
used very misleading language! But if he meant to teach that the deluge was universal, he 
used the very words which we might have expected that he would use. I should think 
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that no person, merely by reading this chapter, would arrive at the conclusion that has 
been reached by some of our very learned men—too learned to hold the simple Truth of 
God! 
 
Furthermore, there is even the widespread evidence of flood stories in many cultures, 

which indicate a common source of this truth. Hugh Miller argues,  
 
The destruction of well nigh the whole human race in an early age of the world’s history 
by a great deluge appears to have so impressed the minds of the few survivors and seems 
to have been handed down to their children in consequence with such terror struck 
impressiveness that their remote descendents of the present day have not even yet 
forgotten it. It appears in almost every mythology and lives in the most distant countries 
and among the most barbarous tribes. 
 

In v23 we are given this summary, “And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the 
ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the 
earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.” It is difficult to imagine 
more clear language to argue for the historical, global flood than that! Now God does not give us 
all the scientific explanation as to how He destroyed the earth. The focus on this incident in 
Genesis is more about the why that the how. 

The door of the ark was open until the last possible moment, but no one was interested 
in trusting God’s word. There was room for many more in the ark. Doubtless, Noah hoped that 
at least some more of his relatives would come on board. However, deathbed repentances are 
rare. The Puritans observed of the dying thief on the Cross, “We have one account of a deathbed 
repentance in order that no man need despair; we have only one, in order that no man may 
presume.” Now God shut the door and there was no further opportunity of mercy. Not one 
escaped the judgment of the Flood that had missed the boat! There was only hope in God’s 
ordained vessel of salvation. You had to be in it to live. It wasn’t enough to: know about the ark, 
believe that the ark could save your life, and even believe that God was going to judge the world 
for its sin. You had to be inside the ark to be saved.  

The same is true today. Just as the period of grace finally expired in Noah’s day, so it will 
for men today. God’s judgment is hanging over this planet. While His wrath may be slow to 
manifest towards sin it is always certain. It could be unleashed suddenly at any time. The only 
hope is in Jesus Christ as God’s ordained vessel of salvation. Knowing about Him and admiring 
Him will not save your life. You have to be united in Christ to escape the coming judgment. The 
invitation is open today to all sinners,  
 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. (Rev. 22:17) 

 
This is an urgent call, as “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22:20).  The 
door is about to close at any moment.  
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. Was God fair to drown the whole world? What evidence of His grace was there to these 
people before He flooded the world? 

 
2. What are the evidences that this was a global flood?  
 
3. What parallels will there be between the destruction of the world in Noah’s day and the 

destruction of our world?  
 
4. What do we learn about the faith of Noah and his family to enter the Ark? 

 


