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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“Defiance & Death” (Revelation 9:13-21) 

The 5th trumpet judgment saw a radical change of direction with a direct attack on the earth from 
the forces of hell. After the 5th trumpet judgment was unleashed the world was warned, “One woe 
is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.” (Rev 9:12) The end of trouble has not been 
reached for this world at this point in history. Worse judgments are yet to fall. The Puritan 
Thomas Watson rightly observed, “Eternity to the godly is a day that has no sunset; eternity to 
the wicked is a night that has no sunrise.” 

And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 
Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river 

Euphrates. (v13-14) 

The 6th trumpet now sounds, which will issue the greatest judgment to date of the Tribulation 
Period. After the 4th seal was opened one quarter of those that were on the earth died in 
judgment, “And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 
followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with 
hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” (Rev. 6:8) However, this next trumpet will 
result in the death of a third of the remaining people on the earth.  

 
 

God’s patience is running out with rebellious humanity. He has been very longsuffering 
with humanity. Now God sovereignly decides that enough was enough. A voice comes from the 
golden altar of incense in heaven. This is the altar that is the heavenly counterpart of the altar in 
one in the OT tabernacle and temple (cf. Exodus 30). The burning incense symbolized the 
prayers of the saints. In Revelation 6 it became a place of imprecatory prayer by the martyred 
saints in heaven crying for God to execute vengeance on the wicked. These prayers began to be 
answered by the Tribulation judgments. The 6th trumpet is part of that continuing judgment 
which will culminate with the Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20.  

The scene of this judgment returns to the heart of the Middle East. The Euphrates today 
originates in modern-day Turkey and flows through Syria and the heart of Iraq into the Persian 
Gulf. It flows for 1700 miles and is the longest in the Middle East. It is no coincidence that this 
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is the scene of so much turbulence as we enter the days leading up to the beginning of the 
Tribulation.  

The Euphrates River is the one of the oldest rivers in human history. In Genesis 2 God 
divided the world by 4 great rivers from Eden. The fourth one on that list was the Euphrates, 
“And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four 
heads….And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the 
fourth river is Euphrates.” (Gen. 2:10, 14) The ancient city of Babylon was founded along the banks 
of this river. We know that Babylon was one of the earliest centres of false religion, idolatry, and 
consequent immorality. Dave Guzik explains, “The Euphrates is also associated with the first sin 
(Genesis 2:10-14), the first murder (Genesis 4:16), the first organized revolt against God 
(Genesis 11:1-9), the first war confederation (Genesis 14:1), and the first dictatorship (Genesis 
10:8-10).” The Euphrates was said to be the eastern boundary of the land promised by God to 
Abraham (Gen. 15:18). Both the Euphrates and Babylon will play a prominent role in the End 
times. The enemies of Israel will cross it to engage in the Battle of Armageddon in Revelation 
16:12-16.  

 

 
 

WHO ARE THE FOUR ANGELS? 

The Bible doesn’t specify exactly that these are fallen demonic angels or elect angels. However, 
we do not read ever in Scripture of the righteous elect angels being bound. Their role is to serve 
God day and night. This involves ministering to God’s people, “Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” (Heb. 1:14) By contrast, we do read that a 
group of the fallen demonic angels are bound (cf. 2 Peter 2:4, Jude 6; Rev. 20:1).  

 The Greek grammar used here to describe the state of these angels, “which are bound” is 
the perfect tense and uses the passive mood. This provides further clues. The passive mood 
indicates that a force independent of the 4 angels has bound them. It is not something they have 
done themselves. The perfect tense indicates that these angels were bound in the past and that 
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this past binding has continuing results to the present time. So these 4 bound angels were 
imprisoned by God sometime in the past and they are still imprisoned until God sovereignly 
releases them for a specific timeframe and role in the future during the GTP. The greater 
probability is that these were fallen demonic angels.  

 These 4 angels are referred to in the Greek using the definite article as the four angels. This 
implies that they are a definite identifiable group. We know from Daniel 10 that there are fallen 
angels that stand behind to influence and control the world empires of the Persians and the 
Greeks. The righteous angel revealed to Daniel that he has to go back to the warfare in the 
heavenlies, “and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of 
Grecia shall come.” (Dan. 10:20) It could well be that these 4 angels represent the demonic forces 
that were behind the 4 Empires that were centred in the Euphrates region – Assyrian, 
Babylonian, Greek, and Persian. Their powers were neutralized and they were bound once those 
Empires were removed. However, God has one last role for them before they are cast into the 
lake of fire in Revelation 20.  

And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay 
the third part of men. And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I 

heard the number of them. (v15-16) 

The language used here again reminds the reader that this is all under the sovereign decree and 
control of God, “And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, 
and a year, for to slay the third part of men.” These terrifying forces cannot act a moment before God 
decrees and He prepares all for a specific role. They must follow God’s plan in His time and in 
His stipulated location. None are free agents to do what they wish.   

 

 
 

And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and 
brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke 

and brimstone. By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the 
brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails 

were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. (v17-19) 
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John then gives a more detailed description of the 200 million strong army of judgment. 
Interestingly, this was the total population of the world in John’s day! Most war historians believe 
that an army of this size has never been seen on a battlefield. John uses poetic comparative 
language such as “and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions” and  “their tails were like unto 
serpents.” Such figurative language reveals that this demonic empowered army will be ruthless, 
powerful, and fierce. These awful creatures are cannot be stopped and cannot be conquered.  

This judgment is recorded in just a few words. It would be easy to skip by it and not fully 
grasp the enormity of it. A third of humanity dies in this attack. If that were to happen tomorrow 
then over 2 billion people would die in this attack. This is an unprecedented slaughter. To put 
this in context, the estimated total in all of human history to die in wars is less than 1 billion. The 
highest recorded total for war casualties is the 2nd World War when between 60-80 million 
people died over a 6 years period between 1939-1945.  

In less than 7 years, the world will witness death on an unimaginable scale - a quarter of 
the world’s population died after the opening of the 4th seal from war, famine etc. (cf. Rev. 6:8). 
Now the 200 million army of hell slaughters a further third of those who survived. That means 
that over half the world’s population has died during this short period (about 3.8 billion deaths). 
This comic upheavals, the natural disasters, the breakdown of law and order, famines, 
destruction of trade routes combined with the putrefying smell of billions of dead animals and 
humans, destruction of vegetation, and lack of sunlight paints a scene of unimaginable horror. 
The shock, fear, despair, sorrow, agony, and sense of hopelessness when in the space of a few 
short years, one out of every two people living on the earth, are dead and gone! This is further 
compounded by a spiritual assault as the hellish demonic creatures attack humanity. It would 
make earth more like hell than heaven! 

This is the second demonic attack unleashed on fallen humanity. However, this time 
these demonic creatures are granted permission not just to hurt sinners but also to kill them 
outright. The judgment has intensified. 

And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that 
they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can 
see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor 

of their thefts. (v20-21) 

The world has just seen unprecedented judgment from God. We may imagine that this would 
lead to the whole world repenting of its sins. Doubtless many will do as there are a great number 
converted in the Great Tribulation period as revealed in Revelation 7:9-14. But there will still be 
a significant number, who will be like those who witnessed the perfect life of Jesus Christ and 
saw His amazing miracles yet rejected Him. These verses are a clear demonstration of the 
condition of the depraved human heart. The Bible reveals that fallen man is not merely sick or 
somewhat imperfect but spiritually dead in trespasses and in sin. Sin has affected every part of 
man’s nature, both of body and soul. Hence fallen man is blinded to his spiritual condition as, 
“There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.” (Rom. 3:11) The root cause of 
this grim picture is because, “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Rom. 3:18) As soon as the 
dust settles on the remaining population on the earth, sinners head straight back to doing what 
they do naturally and best – sinning! 
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The root problem is that these people have constructed idols in their lives to worship. 
These may be physical idols of made by our hands. However, an idol does not have to be an 
image of stone or metal but is something that you love, fear, or serve more than God. Ezekiel 
wrote of the elders of Israel that God knew they, “….have set up their idols in their hearts” (Ezekiel 
14:3). Often we trust in the gods of wealth, sensuality, pleasure, power, position, education etc. 
to control our destinies. John reminds us here that to worship idols is in reality to link ourselves 
to the occult world of hell. John MacArthur explains, 

“When people worship idols, gods that do not exist, demons who do exist will 
impersonate those gods and hold those idolaters captive to their demonic power and 
deception. False religions are not void of the supernatural; they are full of it - because 
they are the best opportunities for demons to capture souls. They are the fortresses of 2 
Corinthians 10:4–5 which must be assaulted with the truth if souls are to be delivered. 

At that future point in world history, idolatry, mysticism, spiritism, satanism, and all other 
forms of false religion will become pandemic, as demons lead people into more wicked 
and vicious behavior. Unbridled, unrestrained, escalating wickedness will run amuck as 
never before in human history (cf. 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 3:1–5, 13). As a result, in addition 
to idolatry, violent crimes like murders will be rampant. Bereft of any sense of morality, 
evil, unrepentant people will imitate the demon horde’s murderous blood lust. Believers 
in the true God will no doubt be their prime targets, as they lash out seeking revenge for 
the disasters God has brought on them.” 

 A man or a woman can be blinded in their sins by a persistent refusal to heed the 
warnings of God. These people at the very end of time will continue to choose death over life 
and antichrist over Christ. Now, this blinding is like the hardening of the heart of Pharaoh that 
we discussed in Romans 9:17-18. This blindness comes upon those who willfully refuse to see 
the truth of God’s Word first. We see this truth in Isaiah 29:13, “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch 
as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far 
from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.” This tragic condition was witnessed 
over and over in the Old Testament, “Yet the LORD hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, unto this day.” (Deut. 29:4-6; cf. Jer. 5:21;Eze. 12:2) The same heat can harden 
or melt a piece of clay. Likewise, the Spirit of God can melt your heart but if you harden yourself 
to Him, then He will harden it.  

We all need to learn the lesson of history today. The Great Flood, the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the two Jewish captivities, the destruction of Jerusalem under Titus, the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, and even the graveyards around us bear ample testimony that 
God’s grace and forbearance towards sinners has a limit. Many today refuse to believe in a God 
of wrath. But, their misguided opinions will never change the facts! Sooner or later God’s 
patience with sinners will be exhausted. The most dangerous thing any person has ever done is 
to hear the Gospel and then to reject it. When people reject the grace, mercy and love of God, 
they must then face His wrath and judgment. There is no hope at this point, “How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great a salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3) You may have reached it today! As the old Puritan 
said, “You cannot repent too soon, because you do not know how soon it may be too late.” 

The picture presented at the end of this 6th trumpet judgment is truly horrifying. It is a 
real World War III that is far greater than World War I and World War II. We can only conjure a 
part of the terrible reality in our minds. However, we must never forget that all of these events of 
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the greatest holocaust the world has ever seen are under the sovereign direction and control of 
God. He is running on a precise timetable. The threads to all the future historical cataclysmic 
events lead to the throne room of God. Revelation 4 and 5 is a vivid reminder of that fact. There 
are no true coincidences or acts of blind fate in this world. All things work together for good by 
the guiding wisdom and power of the One who is good. The same principle is just as true today 
in all our lives. He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and you also. We rest in the truth of the 
Scripture, “Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not 
be moved: He shall judge the people righteously.” (Psa. 96:10) 

 
 
 

 


