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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“Tribulation Saints” (Revelation 7:9-17) 

After the sixth seal has been opened two groups emerge in this time in the Great Tribulation 
Period detailed in Revelation 7:  

(1) Those 144,000 Jewish Evangelists who physically survive the GTP (v1-8) 

(2) Those who are martyred for their faith during the GTP (v9-17) 

Church history has detailed some amazing revivals with mass conversions. From the Day of 
Pentecost when 3,000 souls were saved in one day to the Two Great Awakenings in the West 
and the 20th century revivals in the East in places like Singapore, Korea, and China. However, the 
greatest revival in history has yet to be realized. The Bible reveals that in just a few short years in 
the Tribulation Period a great multitude of people will be converted. It will begin with the Jew 
first and then extend to the Gentiles.  

There is a great paradox in the Tribulation Period. It will be a time of great deception in 
Christendom and religion generally, “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. (Matt. 24:11-12) Despite the chaos and 
religious deception, the Gospel witness will shine into every corner of the world, “And this gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.” 
(Matt. 24:14) The time of unprecedented evil, deception, and chaos will be a time of 
unprecedented evangelism. The darker the hour the brighter will be the light of the faithful 
people of God. At the forefront of this witness will be the 144,000 Spirit-anointed Jewish 
missionaries. We know that some of the greatest Christian missionaries and evangelists have 
been converted Jews. They will burn with a fearless zeal like 144,000 Apostle Pauls!  

 

 

Israel was chosen sovereignly by God to be His light to the Gentile nations. By and large, they 
failed to live up to this calling. They still are failing. However, in the GTP the Lord will give 
them a second chance to fulfill this great calling. This time they will not fail. God will bless the 
Gentiles through the Jewish evangelists in a wonderful fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
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blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.” (Gen. 12:2-3) 

 There will be two parallel forces at work in the turbulence of the GTP – the mighty 
convicting work of the Holy Spirit in saving sinners and the opposing forces of hell unleashed to 
try to destroy this revival led by the Antichrist and his followers. This will be the showdown of 
the Ages!  

MARTYR – The word that is translated martyr is one that simply means “witness.” A martyr is 
one that gives witness to his faith in Jesus Christ by his or her death. The devil and his followers 
hate the Lord Jesus Christ. However, they are unable to attack God directly so they attack the 
one who represents Him on earth. So although anger and hatred may be projected on others, 
invariably the hateful person is at odds with God. 

From the First Family on the earth emerged the first martyr, “That upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 
Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.” (Matt. 23:35) All through biblical history the 
saints of God have suffered persecution. Most of the 12 Apostles died as martyrs. The First 
Century church at Pergamos had martyrs, “….even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, 
who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth.” (Rev. 2:13b) Roman historian, Tacitus tells of an 
“immense multitude” of martyrs under the Emperor Nero. This tactic of the devil has continued 
through the last 2 millennia. Even today many Christians are murdered around the world for 
their faith.  

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ prophesized in the Olivet Discourse that the early period of the 
Tribulation Period will be characterized by persecution of His people, “Then shall they deliver you up 
to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many 
be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.” (Matt. 24:9-10) This, however, was 
only a foretaste of the terrible genocide and bloodshed in the latter part of the Tribulation Period 
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(42 months or 1260 days) referred to as the Great Tribulation Period, “For then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” (Matt. 24:21) 

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 

Lamb. (v9-10) 

John had just seen the vision of the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists on earth. He was 
then taken in the next scene of the vision to heaven. There he saw a vast multitude of martyrs 
from every nation on the earth, both Jew and Gentile, “a great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues.” In Revelation 6 after the 5th seal was opened he 
saw martyrs in heaven. It was revealed to them and us that they must wait in celestial rest, “and it 
was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, 
that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” (Rev. 6:11b) The beginning of the final fulfillment 
of this prophecy is now being realized here.  

 

 
 

These are martyrs who have been killed during the GTP. John was explicitly told of this group, 
“These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.” (v14b) Doubtless, the powerful ministry of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists was 
used by the Holy Spirit as the instrument of the salvation of many of these martyred saints in 
glory. These Tribulation martyrs of the GTP will face the full wrath of the Antichrist, “And it was 
given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, 
and tongues, and nations…… as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.” (Rev. 
13:7,15b) 

 These martyrs represent all of humanity, “a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues.” They are not exclusively Jewish or even Western in 
their background but from every corner of the world. Christ died to redeem us from every race, 
nationality, and evangelical denomination on earth (cf. Rev. 5:9). There is no racism or 
sectarianism in heaven! There is only God’s race of redeemed saints. We tend to see the GTP as 
one that is exclusively Jewish, but that is a mistake. It is true that God is saving Israel and 
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restoring them spiritually and physically. But we should not limit His purposes to only the 
salvation of the Jews. He is also using this period to reach many Gentiles with the Gospel. The 
Jewish Apostle rightly asserted the universality of this Gospel in a rhetorical question, “Is he the 
God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also.” (Rom. 3:29) 

 We are told of the 144,000 but the martyrs are described as “a great multitude,” which 
seems to imply a much greater number. The devil will not win everyone to his side. It may well 
be that there are more in heaven than in hell! It is interesting that in the GTP when Satan and 
the Antichrist appear to be in full control that God ultimately triumphs even in the work of 
salvation of those on earth. Another notable feature of this vast worship choir in heaven is that 
many of the distinctive marks of creation are seemingly retained there. As Ray Pritchard notes,  

“But note that we keep our individuality in heaven. John saw the redeemed gathered into 
nations, tribes, language groups, and clans. Just as Jesus retained the marks of his earthly 
suffering after his resurrection, even so we will retain our personal and group 
identities….. And if you think about it, this scene answers the oft-repeated question: Will 
we know our loved ones in heaven? The answer is yes. If in heaven I am still joined to 
my nation, my tribe, my own people, and if I still speak my own language, how can it be 
that I will be a stranger to my own loved ones? Such a thought is impossible. Those 
relationships on earth that were sanctified by saving grace will continue for all eternity, 
becoming deeper and more precious as the ages roll on.” 

A final thing to note about this group is their focus in heaven. They are not asleep or 
complaining about the terrible persecution they have endured to get there. Nor are they focusing 
on each other and engaged in comparison and envy. We are explicitly told they “stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.” Their focus is on 
worshipping the Lord, “And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.” The direction of their eyes, the palm branches in their hands (cf. Lev. 
23:40-43), the loud voices, and the words they sing all are about Him. This is worship in its 
purest and highest form. The suffering of the past has given way to the most glorious eternal 
service. Not one is critical of God for what they have gone through. All are perfectly united in 
joyfully praising His great salvation. They know they are only in heaven because of the grace of 
God in redemption. These glorified saints are truly amazed by amazing grace!  

And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the 
throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 

and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. (v11-12) 

The others in heaven are moved by the worship of the martyred saints to join in with them in a 
glorious picture of united, corporate worship. This scene must be impossible to describe as the 
innumerable martyrs are joined with an innumerable choir of angels of whom we have already 
been told, “and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” (Rev. 
5:11b) When redeemed sinners and elect angels contemplate the work of grace, God’s righteous 
judgments, and the wonder of creation, the appropriate response is for all to prostate themselves 
in a great unified corporate act of worship to God and sing, “Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, 
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.” Worship is 
the continual service for saints in glory. 
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And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence 
came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 

tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. (v13-14) 

John was given an explanation as to who these redeemed martyrs are. They are those “which came 
out of great tribulation.” The elder distinguished this great number of saints as having been 
redeemed and martyred during the last 42 months of the Tribulation Period known as the GTP 
(cf. Rev. 11:2-3; 12:6; 13:5). They are clothed in dazzling white robes that emphasize their 
righteousness and purity in salvation, “and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” Ray Pritchard explains,  

“There are distinctions in heaven but only one group: Those who have been washed in 
the blood of the Lamb. This is the only entrance qualification for the City of God. Think 
about that picture for a moment. You begin with the soiled garments stained and ruined 
by sin. Plunge them into the blood of Christ. When they come out, they are not crimson 
but are instead as white as snow. From this we learn a great Bible truth. The road to 
heaven is paved with the blood of Christ. Only those who walk that road by faith in the 
crucified Lamb will ever enter the celestial city.” 

There is nothing spiritually inferior in the Tribulation martyrs when compared to the 144,000. It 
is God who sovereignly chooses to save both and to preserve them in different ways – one 
group is preserved from death and the other is delivered through death. But both bring glory to 
God in different ways.  
 
 

 
 
 

Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and He that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 

living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. (v15-17) 
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The Tribulation Martyrs would have endured tremendous sufferings. It would have been a time 
of hunger, thirst, scorching weather conditions, and continual fear of death. Now God promises 
to reverse all of that in heaven, “They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat.” This is Old Testament language, “They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither 
shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water 
shall he guide them.” (Isa. 49:10) It is reminiscent of Psalm 23 and the Good Shepherd leading them 
to green pastures and the still waters, “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters.” 

 The Lord has the perfect antidote to all the great sufferings and heartaches of the 
GTP, “…..and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” This is one of the most comforting 
verses in the Bible. In this perfect place of security, rest and comfort these martyred brethren are 
taken up in wonder, love and praise, “Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple.” The worship will be without the limitations of sin. These saints are with Him 
eternally now, “and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.” They have been rejected and 
hated on earth but now they are accepted and loved in heaven. It is significant to notice that all 
biblical references to heaven are corporate. There will be no misunderstandings or loneliness for 
God’s people. Perfect, united and glorious fellowship in worship.  

God never promised every saint a trouble-free ride to heaven. In fact, we were promised 
the very opposite, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 
(John 16:33) However, the tribulation is not the last chapter to be written on our lives. Sufferings 
give way to eternal glory. The pain gives way to eternal praise. Alan Carr observes, “The worst 
thing Satan could do to these people was to kill them, and it turned out to be the best thing that 
ever happened to them.” All these blessings are ours as well (Rev. 21-22). We simply cannot 
imagine a world without tears but there will be. It will be worth it all when we see Jesus. Adrian 
Rogers makes a pertinent application, 

“There is no problem that God cannot solve. He is going to wipe away all tears. He will 
take your tears and turn them into pearls and make a diadem for you. He will take your 
hurts and turn them to hallelujahs. He will take the storms of your life and arch the 
rainbow of His glory over that storm. God has an answer. What do you say to people 
who have been to the graveside of one of the dearest on earth to them, perhaps a little 
child? What do you say to a man who’s laid away his wife that he’s walked with for 60 
years, and walked away broken without his life’s companion? What do you say to a man 
who has no work and no income and feels embarrassed and can’t take care of his family? 
What do you say to people who are being tortured, as millions are in the world today? 
What do you say? I’ll tell you what you say. This is not God’s final plan. Romans 8:18: 
“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory which 
shall the revealed in us.” There is coming a day when our Lord will heal every hurt and wipe 
away every tear. And, friend, there is no problem that God can’t solve.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 


