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“APOCALYPSE SOON”  

“The Wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:9-17) 

The first 4 seals are similar in nature with a horse and a rider emerging after each seal was 
broken. Now the remaining 3 seals will intensify the judgments on the earth as the four 
horsemen gallop off into the darkening apocalyptic clouds. Although many believe the 7 seals, 7 
trumpets, and 7 bowls of judgment follow a strict sequential order (as in the diagram below) that 
is not a universal opinion. Many see overlapping elements between each of the series of 7 
elements with the first seal ushering in the Antichrist and the seventh seal ushering in the 
appearance of the real Christ in His Second Coming. For instance, the commentator EW 
Bullinger argues that the first six seals are a mere “Summary of the judgments distributed over 
the whole book; a brief summary of what will occur in ‘the day of the Lord’ up the time of His 
actual Apocalypse or Unveiling in chapter 19.”  

 

And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of 
God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given 

unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their 
fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. (v9-11) 

A very different picture emerged when the 5th seal was opened. It appears to be opened around 
the midpoint of the Tribulation Period after the birth pangs of the first 4 seals have been 
unleashed, “All these are the beginning of sorrows.” (Matt. 24:8) The opening of the seal unleashes the 
tremendous force of God’s vengeance. This seems to parallel the events described following the 
birth pangs of the first 4 seals in the Olivet Discourse, 

Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and 
shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets 
shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of 
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many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved. (Matt. 24:9-13) 

The word “then” indicates that this section is sequential to Matthew 24:5-8 in time. At this time 
of great deception, there will be great antagonism to those who refuse to bow the knee to the 
Antichrist. Some will even face death, “and shall kill you.” This will be a worldwide phenomenon, 
“ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake.” This initial phase of persecution will increase 
greatly during the last half of the Tribulation Period after the Abomination of Desolation 
incident on the Temple Mount. At that point all out war will be declared on true believers, “And 
it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all 
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” (Rev. 13:7) We are seeing the fifth seal foreshadowed today. 
Christianity is under attack like never before. Many face prosecution, loss of possessions and 
jobs, and some even loss of life. Even North America and Europe are becoming increasingly 
hostile to Biblical Christianity. Anything that is biblical is regarded as an offence, “And then shall 
many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.” 

 Some of those who die during the first 5 seals of the Tribulation period for their faith are 
pictured here, “I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held.” There is much discussion over where this “altar” is that these slain 
martyrs are. Likely it is referring to an altar in the heavenly temple. We know from Revelation 5:8 
that the prayers of God’s saints are stored there. These souls are in the glory, like Stephen, 
awaiting their bodily resurrection to reign in the millennium,  

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
him a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4-6) 

These saints that die in the initial years of the Tribulation Period are killed for their faith, “that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.” This word that is translated “slain” 
means “to butcher” or “to slaughter.” It gives us an insight into the vicious and brutal deaths 
they die for their faith. Like their beloved Saviour they die as lambs to the slaughter. The faithful 
remnant would rather die than turn from their faith. The Antichrist and his followers must crush 
this unbending devotion to truth, as compromise is the dominant spirit of that era. This wave of 
persecution sifts out the true saints from the “many” hypocrites for as Christ declared, “And 
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” (Matt. 24:12) 

These saints in heaven’s glory are not indifferent to their death. They are certainly not in 
purgatory or in some state of soul sleep. All are very much alive and in the presence of the Lord 
(cf. Philp. 1:21-22; 2 Cor. 5:6-8). All can communicate their thoughts and concerns to the Lord, 
“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth?” Their cry in heaven is for God to execute justice on the 
Antichrist and his followers. This plea is acknowledging that only God can invoke vengeance on 
the wicked. They plead two of His divine attributes – God’s holiness and God’s truth as the basis 
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of their cry. This is perfectly in accordance with the spirit of the imprecator Psalms like Psalm 
94:1-5 as God’s character is holy and true. The Apostle Paul reminded the Thessalonican 
believers that such vengeance is a righteous thing, “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense 
tribulation to them that trouble you.” (2 Thess. 1:6) Dave Guzik observes, 

“When God’s people are persecuted, He will set it right. It isn’t wrong for God's people 
to ask Him to do what He promised to do. In this way the blood of Abel cried out from 
the ground for vengeance (Genesis 4:10), as did the blood of unavenged murders in the 
land of Israel (Numbers 35:33).” 

 
These saints are given “white robes,” which seems to be symbols of their righteousness and 
honour. The Greek word stolai means a long flowing white robe that reaches the feet. Now they 
are home and they are safe. The Lord does not rebuke this cry for justice and vengeance against 
the evildoers. He informs them that they must “rest yet for a little season” in celestial blessedness 
before this justice is executed under God’s divine prerogative. They are to rest in eternal bliss 
until God decides to act. They may be at peace but their enemies would soon face great turmoil. 
But justice delayed will not be justice denied,  

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who 
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power; (2 Thess. 1:7-9) 

Again we must see the causal link between the prayers of God’s people according to His revealed 
will in Scripture and the Lord directly answering those prayers. What an encouragement that is 
for us all to pray. Our prayers such as “Thy kingdom come” will have eternal significance. Robert 
Murray McCheyne said, “If the veil of the world’s machinery were lifted off, how much we 
would find is done in answer to the prayers of God’s children.” 

The Lord had a sovereign plan for this world that needed to be carried out before the 
fiery judgment is poured out, “until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled.” The numbers of the martyrs was not yet complete. A great Holocaust was 
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yet to be unleashed especially against believing Jews in the last half of the Tribulation Period. It is 
hard to wait for vindication when we have been wronged. But we must learn to be patient. God 
will right every wrong in His time and in His way. God’s timing is always perfect but ours is 
often flawed. We must constantly remind ourselves that He is God and we are not! Only He is 
sovereign. We follow His plan. It is not a joint venture! God knows exactly, precisely what He’s 
doing. Even evil men and their actions are part of His sovereign plan for the world.  

And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree 

casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. (v12-14) 

The Lord Jesus Christ then opens the sixth seal. This will unleash unprecedented natural 
phenomenon on the earth and in the solar system. It may well be that whole cities and countries 
are destroyed as the heavens come crashing down to the earth. It seems that the whole earth is 
collapsing, “And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places.”  

 

 

Likely the Midpoint of the tribulation period has now been reached and we have entered 
the last 3 and a half years referred to as the Great Tribulation Period (cf. Matt. 24:21). We know 
that at the end of the GTP the Lord Jesus Christ prophesied that these events will occur 
preceding the return of Christ, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” (Matt. 
24:29-30; cf. Luke 21:25-26) Joel in the Old Testament warned about these events, “The earth shall 
quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw 
their shining.” (Joel 2:10; cf. Zeph. 1:14-16)  

The Lamb is the one that made all things and sustains all things in this material universe, 
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before 
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all things, and by him all things consist.” (Col. 1:16-17) So this shaking by the Lamb just requires Him 
to relax His grip a little! Commentators have speculated over what this cosmic disruption means. 
Swindoll gives one view, 

“John uses the most descriptive terms he could possibly use to describe the severity of 
these upheavals in heaven and earth. We can easily imagine the types of geological events 
that might cause such phenomena. A great earthquake shakes the entire world, and 
volcanic eruptions spew ash and gas into the atmosphere, veiling the sun like a burlap 
cloth. Putrid air distorts the color of the moon, and the heavens rain down meteors.” 

Doubtless, scientific experts will be wheeled out to try and calm the panicked masses. The 
unbelieving world will be told that this is merely the result of naturalistic phenomenon such as 
“climate change” or “global warming.”  

And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 

of the Lamb: For the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? (v15-17) 

These tremendous judgments results in worldwide chaos and panic from every strata of society. 
The rulers, the wealthy businessmen, the mighty generals, the great academics, the movie stars 
and celebrities along with the common people and the slaves are all represented here in the 
maelstrom of fear. What had seemed so stable to them was now proving to be very unstable. 
Luke tells us, “Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.” (Luke 21:26) This word “failing” here has the idea of 
“to stop breathing” or “to cease from living.” The fear will be so great that many will faint and 
some will even die. Tragically those that are still alive seek the shelter of the physical rocks rather 
than the Rock of Ages. But the terror of ungodly men and women but don’t lead them to 
repentance. It is a classic illustration of the doctrine of unconditional sovereign election and the 
total depravity of the unregenerate heart.  

The word for “wrath” here is not the one for a sudden outburst of explosive anger thumos 
but the Greek word orgei, which refers to an anger that gradually comes to the boil. God’s anger 
against sinners has been slowly building up for 6,000 years. It is now released as the cup of 
iniquity is now full and boiling point has been reached. God is a God of love but not a God that 
loves sin. There are many attributes to His character. God’s wrath is one of His eternal 
attributes, which is the perfect complement to His love. We must never speak of God in an 
unbalanced way. He is also a God who hates sin and will judge it, “for our God is a consuming fire.” 
(Heb. 12:29)  

At the last moment these depraved individuals realize that the Lord is behind these 
apocalyptic disasters. They now realize that the warnings they had from the saints of God were 
true. However, they are so hardened in their sin that they would rather commit suicide than bow 
the knee and submit to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is part of the strong delusion they are under 
which is described in 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12.  

These men are engaged in prayer but not in prayers of repentance, “Fall on us, and hide us 
from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of His wrath 
is come; and who shall be able to stand?” They acknowledge that they are facing the wrath of the 
Lamb and are not able to stand before it but they refuse to submit to His authority. That is the 
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apostate spirit of Lucifer. They pray to escape the presence of the Lamb but this prayer will be 
unanswered. It is not the effectual prayer of righteous men. For rather than pray to the Creator 
of the material world, they pray to the dumb rocks and deaf caves in defiance of Him. They 
would rather die than face Him. Even in the midst of judgment and seconds from hell, depraved 
and fallen humanity is still self-centred, self-willed and unchanged!  
 

 

The vision ends with this rhetorical question, “For the great day of His wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” The answer is simple – NO ONE! You cannot defy God repeatedly and 
succeed. The window of opportunity for repentance from sin is limited. If you do not want to 
have God’s grace and forgiveness, then you must take His wrath. These people refused to 
embrace the Lamb in salvation and now they must face His wrath. They will discover that, “For 
we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The 
Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Heb. 10:30-31)  

John Walvoord rightly noted, “It would be difficult to paint any scene more moving or 
more terrible than that described at the opening of the sixth seal.” The long-term future of this 
world and all of its attraction is total destruction. How do you stand in relation to the Lamb who 
breaks the seals? Are you looking forward to meet Him or are you terrified of Him? There is no 
hope from the rocks of this passing material world. But there is hope in the Rock of Ages.  
 

O safe to the Rock that is higher than I, 
My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly; 
So sinful, so weary, Thine, Thine, would I be; 

Thou blest “Rock of Ages,” I’m hiding in Thee. 
 

Hiding in Thee ,  hiding in Thee ,  
Thou bles t  “Rock of  Ages ,” 

I ’m hiding in Thee .  


